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Tiik Discourses contained in this volumo linvo been selected. 
with some enro, out of the numerous manuscripts that have 
boon accumulating during' a lengthened ministry of more 
than fifty- tw^ years. There arc others — expository, doc- 
trinal, mid practical — which, hud the nuthor consult ed his 
own taste, or the expressed feelings of numbers who heard 
them, lie might linvo preferred to publish ; but these have 
been deliberately taken on account of the great importance 
mid pennnncnt interest of the subjects, and because there 
is evidence that they havo been of spiritual benelit to sonic 
in life aiid death. The chief aim in delivering these 
Discourses was to display the Saviour in the transcendent 
glory of Ilis person, character, and work, as Imninnucl. 
God with us — Prophet, Priest, and King of thecovennnt; 
and to exhibit Him as the Foundation and Head corner- 
stone of tho church — tho Alpha and Omega of His people's 
praise, and hopes and joys. While some of the subjects 
nro moro directly connected with tho subjective condition 
of believers— their labours, trials, conflicts, and deliverances 
in life and death— the soui-co of nil-sufficient support and 
comfort and victory is uniformly (meed to Him who was 
given for a covenant of the people— the Mighty One on 
whom wns laid the help of the saved from all ever- 
lasting. ▼ 

Kn rural! v desirinjr himself to know Christ as " All and 
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in nil," mid profoundly (hniikful fur llio inorey mid grnco 
extended to liim in arduous, though imperfect public 
sorv it-en, to eoinmitd Discourses which wero mndo lo some 
extent useful, to (ho press, in the hum bio hope that, when 
(hus reproduced niul more widely circulutcd, the great end 
of their publication may he secured, — bo thut when tho 
living voice thut upokc thein ehnll bo hi lout in tho grave, 
they nmy bring n revenuo of glory to tho enthroned 
Redeemer, mid mny iiitn inter jjence nnd joy in believing 
lo His .•iuiiiLs. 
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THE SWELLINGS OF JORDAN. 

I'REI-AIUTIOX NEEDED l'Olt SPECIAL WOltK XSb TIIOL'DLES. 

•Ii:c£3iiAii xii. .*—-" If thou IuipI nui with tlic foottnou, nod thcj 
hnvc wearied thee, then how must thou contend with liorx*- and 
if iu tlit.' land of pence, wherein thou tnutecUt, they wciiricd thec, 
Iheu how will thou do iu tlit> nwolliug of Jordan:'" 

These words of gracious tmcl .solemn expostulation are 
tho Lord's an swot 1 to the prayer of His servant Jcreininli, 
when, under personal troubles, ho carried his case to tho 
tliruuo of mercy, and sought Divino help und deli vera nee. 
Perplexed about the prosperous state of his wicked perse- 
cutors, he ascribes righteousness to His Maker; but puzzled 
tit the obscurity and apparent inequality of providcntiiil 
dispensations — ns tho best of God's servants in nil age.* have 
been — ho buwails his personal calamities, and expostulates 
with Jchovuh concerning the condition of tho ouemios and 
oppressors of His people. In " tho spirit of adoption" and 
holy bolduoss in prayer, ho reasons the enso with God; and 
at tho sainotimc ho clings to the sheet-unchor of faith — 
justifying God iu His ways— oven before he cim clearly 
MOiu the grounds of II is sovereign procedure. With child - 
liko conlidciicc ho declarcH his own enso of trial, pours 
out his heart, and resigns himself wholly to the Divine 
disposal; and as he forcibly depicts tho calamities that art? 
about to conic iijKm the laud, caused by the abounding 
wickedness of il-s iiilmbiluiitsjio imprecates vengeance upon 
them, and remits thorn to the judgments which their 
manifold trunsgressioiiH had provoked. 

Tin* Divino iiutfwor to Uic prophet's prayer, as recorded 
in the 5th and tith verse*, gently but forcibly reproves the 
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impatience of His servant, calls him to condor particularly 
the .talc of his own temper and spirit, .ml warns him ol 
t | l0 need of special preparation for greater trials approach- 
ing than any which ho had yet encountered. Condescend- 
in- to her and give an answer of pence to hi* foryont 
petition*, He yet detects and brings to light Iho corruption* 
(hat had mingled with his service. Ho would have hnn 
neither to mngnifv present afflictions, nor to sink despair- 
ingly under thorn. The opposition of tho men of his nnliv.- 
city, Ho forewarn* him, is not so formidable as that which 
lie might expect from tho princes of Juduh. Tho present 
calamities of tho nation are not to be compared with 
approaching desolations. If Jeremiah was now ko dis- 
couraged and faint-hearted, how would ho bear severer 
troubles? If his spirit succumbed at tho sight of tho 
prosperity of wicked men, and of tho rising judgment* 
which national eins had provoked, how would ho be pre- 
pared to act as a faithful witness ngninst evil doers when 
their sins were increased, nml their crimes ngniiint society 
wero multiplied? How could lie stand when tho im- 
petuous Hood of vengeance would overflow, sweeping awuy 
before it nil opposing barriers? 

Tho solemn language of tho text — at first uttered in 
reference to a servant of Qod in a coso of perplexity and 
trial, and in an era of threatening judgments — may be 
regarded as tho lord's message, loudly spokon to all hearers 
of the Gospel. .-Vll enjoy now a day of merciful visitation. 
All arc called to a work and service which God has oujoiucd 
them to do, nnd aro either accepted or rejected and 
punished, ns they perform it faithfully, or as they neglect 
it. None of God's servants are exempted from (rials. 
While they should bear those that nro laid upon thorn with 
patience, and duly improve tliom, I hoy should prepare for 
others coming, particularly for the last trial, which may bo 
moro solemn und severe than any that preceded it. It 
dcoply concorns ua to iiiajK-ct frequently and closely our 
fnrnio of spirit in seasons of trial, and ne wo emerge out 
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of them; and to consider our preparation to nicot those 
which aro allotted to us in the future. Above all, il behoves 
us to reflect that we havo individually to meet with death, 
and to stand in tho judgment. In thoso aspects, the two- 
fold inquiry of the text is to cvory one awfully solemn and 
momentous. All aro responsible for earnestly considering 
it, as all should be prepared to give nn answer for himself 
to Ilim who puts it. 
We notice briefly — 

I. Tiik Case l*i;orosi:i>. 

Besides tho public trials (hut befel the prophet in the. 
exercise of his ministry in dark and troublous times, he 
found " a man's foes to be those of his own house." His 
brethren, tho house of his father, dealt treacherously with 
him, and seem to havo urged on avowed enemies to do him 
injury. •■ They enlled a multitude after him." It was espe- 
cially grievous to him to bo hated by his kindred. This 
prompted tho bitter complaint of his spirit, as he carried 
his case to Oml in prayer; and this occasioned tho Divine 
expostulation in answer to the prophet's prayer, *' If thou 
hast run with tho footmen, and they have wearied thee, 
then how will thou contend with horses?" Applying these 
figurative expressions to the state of many who hear tho 
Gospel, and especially to tho condition of believers under 
diversified alMictioiiH, wo observe that— 

Trial* in lift '«*<? various, ami from them none arr exempted. 

Trouble is the fruit of the curse, and is u part of the lot 
of the whole human race, and of every individual, con- 
sidered ns fallen and sinful. " Although affliction comet h 
not forth of the dust, neither doih trouble spring out of 
the ground, yet man is bom unto trouble, us the sparks tly 
upward." (Job v. K, 7.) " Man is of few days, and full of 
trouble." With the wh6le rare under tho curse of the 
brokon covonant, God deals as with a nation of condonmed 
criminals. Though it is said of the wick.nl, '■ they are not 
in trouble as other 111011/*. and •■ they have no bands 111' 
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Ihoir death." this only applies to ., particular class and 
,1,o exemption from trinl i* but pnrl.nl nnd for « 
limited lime. The lot even or I ho rightfoiie, rescued from 
the Fall and redeemed from the curse, is n lot of trial and 
.uircrinc " Mimv are their nHlielious." The Saviour 
forewarns them thai for them while hero there ih no ex- 
emption. " In the world yo shall have tribulation." (John 
xvi. SiV " Through tmieli tribulation" we "must inherit 
the kingdom" Whatever our present eondition. it behove* 
as to calculate <>a nnd expect allUetion, and at all times tu 
nitiko |irejMinition for its coming. 

JJffictirc trials often spring from quarter* arnfaiw in if ay* 
that trc could not anticipate. It was from those from whom 
he might have expected sympathy and friendship that the 
prophet experienced "treacherous dealing." it was in 
"the Innd of peace, wherein he trusted." llmt he was 
'• wearied." So our greatest trial* come of I en unexpected, 
and oar severest alllietions find us uuprcpurod. Since the 
Kail, man is doomed to disappointment in all bis expecta- 
tions. Kve mi nuil her lii>t-l»orn Cain. acquisition, and 
hailed him as a gift from llio Lord: and yet, in his character 
and the dark crime with which bis name is associated, he 
proved a curse to the family instead of a blessing. Job 
>oid, ia the day of his prosperity, when tho candle of the 
Ix>rd sinned on his head. "J shall die in my nest," not 
being aware of tho days of sad adversity that would inter- 
vene before his allotted course was finished. The royol 
I'stilmist said, "I shall never be moved:" and, in the con- 
scious enjoyment of God's favour, he boasted that his 
''mountain stood strong." Hut when (he Lord hid his 
lace, he was "troubled." Such is the lot of humanity; 
and to the saints as well ns to others, in a world of vicissi- 
tudo and trial, ufllictioiis in various forms come when they 
are least looked for. Enough that to I hem they are under 
(he disposal of in finite wisdom, tu which nothing- is for- 
tuitous, and that they nro sent yi sovereign love, to work 
the most gracious nnd beneficial results. AVe need over to 
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be reminded that "they build too low tcho build beneath the 
*Jtr«." Our onvtlily gonitis speedily wither ; and days of 
pleasure and gladrioss nro succeeded by nights of sorrow 
and weeping. The clouds, howovcr bright at times, 
spoodily " return after in in." "Vanity and voxation of 
spirit" ace inscribe<l on all earthly enjoyments if they are 
sought without Christ, and nro separated from man's chief 
end. 1 Jesides a lot of r-oimnon a mictions, tho children oi 
God nro exposed to temptations, potent and diversified, 
from tho powers of darkness. Wc trend on no ground 
where we arc free from tho onsets of the tempter. Whether, 
ns a cunning serpent, ho seeks to deceive and seduce, or as 
a dragon or roaring lion ho attacks to devour, wo have to 
moot "tho fiery darts" of tho wicked one, shot forth 
suddonly t and, when they wound, full of deadly poison. 
£atan trios the believer on his weak side — which ho gene- 
rally knows — for the purpose of destruction. God, on Ou- 
othor hand, trios him in a tender part, so ns to make him 
feel the disciplinary chastisement ns "not joyous but 
grievous" when it is indicted, yet yielding afterword "the 
pcaccablo fruits of righteousness." 

There arc important and diversified duties required 0/ V<< 
servants of God, however tried. The grand end of our ex - 
istenco is to glorify God, ns wo would on joy Him horc and 
hereafter. " Whether therefore yo eat, or drink, or what- 
soever yo do, do nil to the glory of God." (1 Cor. x. 30.) 
Talents aro entrusted to us with the individual charge, 
•'Occupy till I come." ;l.nke xix. 13.) Tn coming 10 
Christ to obtnin rest, we are required to take upon us ITU 
yoke, and to wear it always, in ready and devoted service 
Wo must at one timo "run with tho footmen," and »t 
another " contend with horses." This implies activity and 
progress— a race to ho run that wo may obtnin; a conflict 
nnd°warforc to be finished that we may achieve tho victory 
and share its reward. Wo owe duties to God, to ourselves 
ft „d to fellow-men. -This is tho work of God, that ye 
may beliovo in His Son whom He hath sent." AYo are 
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commanded to "labour not for the meat that porisheth, 
but for that ment which endurelh lo everlnshng hrc. 
(Tohti vi 27.^ Wo art, enjoined lo "strive to enter m at 
tho straitguto," and to press forward in the "narrow way. 
Wo arc bid to "work out our own salvation with fear and 
trembling." as if all depended on our own exertion; nnd 
vet while working, and after we have done nil. to lay no 
stress upon our works, nor claim for them tho least merit. 
" For it is God which workcth in you, both to will nnd to 
do of His good pleasure." (rhil. ii. 13.) To fellow-men 
we owe the manifold duties of forhonmnce nnd sympathy, 
of love nnd ready help. These duties, of whatever kind, 
tiro to be performed in their proper season. AVhilc con- 
stantly "abounding"— labouring to excel ourselves nnd 
othors " in the work of the Lord," wo are " to do good to 
nil men ns wo have opportunity." The opportunity con- 
stitutes nn obligation. To nil men wo owe love from a 
pare heart : and we nre debtors for whatever service they 
require and our abilities are adequate to render. 

The righteous, liken tree planted by the divisions of 
wnter, brings forth fruit *'in his senson." (Ps. i. 3.) Times 
of youth — periods of manly vigour — seasons of trial — and 
even of infirm old nge, have all their appropriate duties, 
which may not be neglected, and the performance of which 
will yield pleasant nnd profitable fruit. "They shall still 
bring forth fruit iu old nge; they shnll be fat and nourish- 
ing." (l»s. xcii. IS, M.) 

In the wny of duly itself wo an- prone to become iceary. 
impatient f and unhappy. Tho experience of Jeremiah, when 
he wns wearied in running with the footmen, nnd when he 
succumbed under nmioynnces "in the land of pence," has 
been common to the best of God's sonants. Under nc- 
cumulntcd trials, Job cursed the day of his birth. From 
tho pressure of diversified trouble, Jacob exclaimed — 
"AH these things are ngninst me." Elijah, disappointed 
iu the expectation of a national return to God, and op- 
pressed with unbelieving foam, entreated that he " might 
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(Ho and not livo." Of Israel, whoa uudor miraculous guid- 
ance, Olid fed with " bread of heaven," it is said — " The 
soul of tho pooplo was much discouraged because of the 
way." (Num. xxi. 4.) From tho power of temptation, the 
strength of inward corruption, and external opposition and 
difficulties, all /ion's travellers a ro in danger of yielding 
to unworthy fears, or of sinking dispirited under dis- 
couragement. Honcc they are directed to " consider Ilim 
who endured such contradiction of sinners against Himself, 
lest they bo wearied and faint in their mind*." (Hob. xii. 3.) 
Even in light trials, as in tho contest with " footmen, " we 
arc prono to bo wearied. The Divino rebuke implies thut 
this is always wrong. Wo are never at liberty to bo fret- 
ful and i inpatient. Patience must have her perfect work ; 
and trials are scat for the purpose of testing and strength* 
ening it. It is tho spirit of unbelief to say, when trinls 
uro continued and increased, and hope is deferred — "Why 
should 1 wnit for the Lord any longer?" (2 Kings vi. 32.) 
Israel's sin was "murmuring " as it was tho ground of 
their frequent chastisement. We. loo, are prone to mani- 
fest the sumo spirit, when disappointed in our expectations, 
and visited with nflliclions of larger or shorter continuance 
— of greater or less severity.- This wearying and repining 
under chaslisomont is always wrong — manifesting unbelief 
and rebellion against God, unfitting for enduring greater 
trials, and provoking the Divine displeasure. Our duty is 
to "rejoice evermore." Our privilege is to "glory in 
tribulation, knowing that tribulation workoth patience, 
mid pationco experience, and experience the hopo that 
mnkoth not ashamed." (Horn. v. 3, -1.) 

This urearintss in duty and forsaking it arises ia many 
wise* from tho spiritual state being wichangtd. This is 
the grand reason why men become tired of religion, or 
give over and forsake tho way of duly. They havo not 
"tho root of tho matter in thorn." Their hearts were 
never truly inclined to God's ways, and they had no 
spiritual apprehension of Divine things, nor truo relish 
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for tho blessing* of solvation. Horn* thoy " trust in the 
land of peace," instead of confiding wholly in God's mercy 
imd solvation. They presume on the continnumo of life 
iind health, niul cherish hopes unsubstantial and delusive. 
Krom such a stnto of spirit nothing but wennness and 
fainting nro to bo expected. Trials of whatever kind— 
comhi" from tho Divine hand-are designed to bonolit us. 
nnd to minister to us ihc fruit of righteousness. We in-.- 
rebuked and ^hastened Air our profit, that we may become 
"partakers of God's holiness." Mercies, warnings, trials 
onlv harden tho more, if they nro unhocded and uiisim- 
proved. Tho lig troo that romnins bnrrcn, nfter repented 
sparine and means of improvement, is »t length cut down, 
nnd east out us a " uumboror of the ground." The earth 
Hint, nfter much cultivation, only "bear* briers and 
thorns, is nigh unto cursing, whose end is to be burned." 
Lot us be assured thnt God will test us and try ns: nnd let 
lis constantly fear lest, by wearying, repining, or nposlucy, 
wo give evidence of tho untiiro being unchunged; nnd we 
remain undor tho rurso, to bo doomed to final rejection nnd 
niiserv. 

II. The Soi.kmx Txquiry. 

Tho two-fold expostulation — "How will yo contend 
with horses?" "What will ye do in tho swellings of 
Jordan?" implies that those to whom it is addressed will 
bo called to greater efforts, and that their strength will be 
unavailing ngninst powerful onemios and overwhelming 
calamities. If thoy proved so wonk wlien it was only 
"footmen" with whom thoy had to run, how would thoy 
bo able to compoto in tho race with horses? If they were 
wearied and exhausted "in tho land of pence." how would 
thoy stand in the oversowing flood, and buffet tho im- 
petuous waves of tho Jordan? 

Those earnest inquiries nro designed to convey to ns 
tho most weighty nnd important instruct ion j 
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First — If lew trials are not duly improved tee mat/ expect 
greater. This is n mlo of the Divino procedure, both in 
relation to saints and sinners. God has many rods in His 
hand, and Ho employs them ns TTo sees fit for correction 
and punishment. A period of Ion g-su (taring forbearance 
is frequently succeeded by n time of avenging justice. 
God makes a "full end of the nations" that oppress His 
people, while lie spares thorn in the greatness of his tender 
mercy nnd compassion. Mercies slighted mid trials un- 
improved tend the more to h union, and thus to prepare 
for wrathful visitations. "I hid me, and wns wroth, and 
ho went on frowardly in the way of his heart." "Tic (hut 
being often reproved, hurdonoth his nock, shall he sud- 
denly destroyed, nnd that without remedy." (Isn. lvii. 17: 
Prov. xxix. 1.) It is a sure sign of vongcancc nnd de- 
struction approaching, either ujwh individuuls or nations. 
when warnings pass unheeded, when opportunities nnd 
privileges nro not improved, and when n mictions produce 
no snncliliod results. 

Secondly — Special preparation is required fur approaching 
trial*. In the hind of ponee we should expect win* nnd 
confusion; when running with footmen, we should prepare 
for tho contest with horses. Wo nro constantly liable to 
reverses in our condition, and our prosperous stnlo miiy be 
speedily turned into misery. Health may fail, our friends 
change, or be removed by death. •• Miches ninko to them- 
selves wings 11 ud (ly away." < iounl* of earthly comfort nro 
nipped and perish in a night. Trials accumulate mid 
gathor from various quarters. "Man is horn to trouble, 
ns tho sparks fly upward." Admonished of coining change* 
and troubles, we should seek always to have our lights burn- 
ing, and our loins girded. We should "prepare to meet 
God," and should wait for Him in the way of His judg- 
ments. A day of opportunity is given us for this purpose. 
It is likened to a seed time: and we are impressively taught 
that tho liarreH will follow the sowing, and will resemble 
it in witiiro nnd quality. MVhut n man sowoth, the same 
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shall ho also reap." "H« »»' l( BtfWt,|h «° ll,e "'• eh ! ai 
of Hip Ill-nil roup corruption, hut »"> thai sowoth to the 
Spirit, .sluill of tho Spirit reap life everlasting." (««1. vi, ».} 
■•Heenuso thou hast forgotten the Owl of thy salvation, 
and hast nol boon miiulfiil »f tho rock of thy strength, 
therefore uliult Hum plant pleasant plants, und shall sol it 
villi stmngo slips: in l In? day shall Hum make thy plant 
to grow, mill in the morning idinlt thou innko thy seed to 
llourish: hut tlio harvest shall hv a honp in tho day of 
«riet\ and of tlo*i»ornU' sorrow." (Isu. xvii. 10, II.) It 
behoves as to have tlio anchor prewired bofora tho tempest 
vises, if we would weal her tlio storm, or roach I he hnvon 
in wifely. We should outer tho ark before tho deluge 
comes. Our houso must bo founded on a rock, if it would 
stand A'lion tho winds and waves heat upon it, and wo nro 
to cscapo tlio impending dost met ion. Wo must eook 
artuat preparation for a day of trial nutl conflict. We 
must take to ourselves, and put on the whole panoply of 
God. that we may he able to stand in the day of evil. Our 
great duty is to draw strength from the fountain of might, 
that we may bo equipjMxl for the battle. We nro to be 
'■strong in tho gruco that is in Christ Jesus." "Ho of good, 
courage, and Ho shall strengthen your heart, all ye that 
hope in the Lord." (Ps. xxviii. 2-1.) Seasons that are 
unimproved do not rot urn. Opportunities noglcclod not 
only pnssnwny for ever, but they ontnil fearful retribution. 
Evils, that by due consideration might hnvo been escaped, 
accumulate, till they beeoino overwhelming. In bit (or and 
unavailing regret, the slothful and negligent are compelled 
tooxcluim: "The harvest is past, the summer is ended, 
and wo nro not saved." (Jer. viii. 20.) 

Thirdly — The inquiry may be regarded as chiefly hating 
mjtccl to the dying «r»«. Tlio figumtivu allusion to greater 
troubles is taken from what is known about some Eastern 
rivers. From tho snow inciting, and tho heavy rain-falls 
in mountainous regions, they are increased in volume and 
overflow their ordinary channels. Jordan— at all times, 
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as its name imports, rapid running — when swollen by the 
dissolving of llio snows on Lobanon, spreads widely over 
tho adjacent country. Thus wns it when Israel, under Ihe 
leadership of Joshua, entered tho Innd of promise. The 
river wns in full Hood nt tho time Israel wns to pass over. 
It had overllowed nil its banks; and only by n miracle of 
lK>wor could tho people- entor their covenanted inheritance, 
in tho view of hosts of opposing enemies. AVhen mi 
obslaclo which no created power could remove interposed 
botween them and Iho desired possession, and they were 
made fully sensible of their own weakness, then the Lord 
wrought for thorn glorious deliverance. When the nrfc i»f 
tho covenant — tho chosen symbol of the Divine presence 
and power — wns borne to tho margin of tho Hood, mid the 
priests' foot dipped in the waters, then Jordan was "driven 
buck," and Israel entered Cnnnnn triumphant, us on dry 
ground. 

As Jordan was the limit of tho desert- wandering, nnd 
separated Iho wilderness from the land of promise, so the 
inquiry in the to.\t may be regarded as pointing to a dying 
hour, nnd an ontrnnco into tho ctornul world. Let us 
notico briclly somu of the difficulties and tcrroi-s of the 
scene that would scorn to demand special prepurat ion — that 
require that we should know what to do amid the swellings 
of Jordan. 

Tho Old Lion is there. The sweeping destruction caused 
by tho Babylonish invader is once and again likened to the 
lion roused from his lnir by n sudden inundation. •' H«- 
shall come up liko a lion from the swelling of Jordan 
ngninst tho habitation of the strong." (Jor. xlix. Ill ; I. II. ) 
Satan, the great adversary, is frequently compared to a 
lion who goes about seeking whom he may devour— to a 
lion "lurking nnd ravening for his prey." 1'iider the 
brokon covonont ho has "Iho power of death" (Hob. ii. 
M), viowed ns n penal inlliclion. He fs the executioner 
of Divino wrath ngninst tho ungodly. The wicked, in 
denth, are " driven awny in their wickedness;" and Sntnii, 



12 TIIK SWKLI.INCIS OF JOllllAN. 

- their greatest enemy," is givon "lo stand ttt thoir right 
hand." Devils soizo tho disembodied soul lo carry it lo tin- 
prison of endless woo. Kvon Iho (MiiilM ut time*, us they 
approach tho death-scone, liuvo t« encounter tho assaults of 
Iho destroyer. Tower is permitted him to bruiso " 4 th«- 
heel " of Ihoeoveniiul-soed, nnd lo put lliom in fonr, though 
ho onniiot touch their lifo, mid his own head is offootunlly 
bruised. It concern* us »H lo ask what they will do in 
this conflict with Apollymi? Jf you hnvo boon in his 
serviio, unit been led nwny by his tomptntions, what will 
you do wlien ho comes lo tnlco the proy ? How fearful is it 
to be fully given over lo tho tormentors: Even if wo hnvo 
boon redeemed from tho enemy's linnd. wo need to prepare 
for tho conflict " with the rulers of tho darkness of this 
world," nnd to tnko " tho wholo nnnniir of God, thnt we 
may lw nble to withstand in the evil day, and 1 1 living done 
nil, lo stand." (Eph. vi. i:J.) 

Tronhlt* in death arf at time* manifold ami complicated. 
At the parting scene they gather from various quarters. 
The waters overflow, uud appear to interposo hot ween the' 
saints and the fnllilmeiit. of Iho prom i ho. Health is gone, 
and affliction and pains soi/.o on tho bod}*. The removal 
of tried frionds has taken away thoso who sustained nnd 
comforted us. Outwnrd circumstances nre changed, nnd 
betimes the pressure of penury aggmvnlos othor sufforiugs. 
Distress of mind and anguish of spirit intensify the out- 
ward trouble. The sallcrer knows not whither to turn for 
relief. Clouds nnd darkness surround him. The Hoods 
have gone over his sou). Ho has como into dcop waters, 
whero there is no standing. Whou brought into such u 
condition, it behoves us to inquire what wo will do. Who 
tun assuage tho swollou billows? If, in the hmd of peace, 
before uflliclion enme, we woro wearied, how will wo bear 
up when diversified troubles assail? If light nflliotions 
were so littlo improved, nnd (ho rebellious spirit know no 
little comfort, whnt will wo do in a season of distress and 
sorrow ? " What will yo do in tho day of violation and in 
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tho dosolatiou which slinll conic from far? to whom will 
yo floo for holp ? and to whom will yo leave your glory ?"' 
visa. x. 3.) Tho rivor of death is at times swollen and 
impoluous more than ordinary, when tho pussagc is to bo 
mado. Tlio Christian pilgrim found tho waters "cold and 
rapid withal ;" and once uud again his head sank beneath 
I ho stroma. Tho thought that thus it inuy he in our case, 
when wo are called to go over, should lead us to solemn 
preparation. We should sco lo be able oven now to declare 
what wo Hhall do in (he swellings of Jordan. 

Strength fait*, and opportunities are reckoned fur ami 
reversed. Tho period of death is one of weakness and de- 
cay. Flesh and heart faint and fail. "The strongmen 
U>w themselves, and the grasshopper becomes a burden." 
Tho vigour of the body is gone — the powers of tho mind 
aro impaired — the strength of the whole man is enfeebled. 
Thus reduced to helpless infirmity, how can you bear up'/ 
If caught in a tempest, what will you do for u refuge, 
whon, even were one discovered, there is no strength to 
run into it for shelter? It* we full down under the Hood, 
wo will bo overwhelmed for ever. " Can thine heart en- 
dure, or thine hands bo strong, in the days that I shall 
deal with thee? 1 tho Lord have spoken it, and will do 
it." (Kzok. xxii. li.) Opportunities neglected and ininiii- 
proved are not only removed, but incur fearful retribution. 
Tho summer past, and tho harvest ended, salvation is un- 
attainable for ever. Sabbaths, ministers, Gospel oiler* 
and warnings arc removed, no longer to be enjoyed. Their 
mieimprovemeiit involves their forfeiture. The talent un- 
occupied is taken from the slothful serai nt. "l-Vom him 
that hulh not shall bo taken away even that which lie 
hath." (Matt. xxv. '20.) The barren tig tree is cut down as 
a cumboror of the ground, and given up as fuel for the burn- 
ing. When the Master of the houso has risen up and shut 
to tho door, what will thoso do who nro loft without ? All 
ihc strongth of mau.und of angels is unavailing to reopen 
it. " Many shall seek lo enter in, and shall not be able."' 
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Preparation for death and meetne* for heaven are imlhpen. 
mble The sting of clcntli remains when .sin is unpurged. 
The unrenewed mul the unclean cannot outer tho heavenly 
kingdom. " Without holiness no miin shall soo tho Lord. 
Moral purity— th© fruit of (ho .Saviour's grace— will nlouo 
uphold in tho swellings of Jordan. Thin will bo a defence 
from tho power of tho roaring lion. In « the way oi 
holiness," in which tlin redeemed walk, •' no lion shall bo 
ih.ro, nor miy ravenous beast shall go up thereon." (Isu. 
xxxv. n.) With bin unpardoned, und corruption unsub- 
dued, none win I ell what to do when death comes. 
But in union to Christ— clothed with II in righteousness, 
mid with tho Spirit's graces in exercise— death is divested 
of it a terrors. "They that wore ready" go in with the 
Bridegroom to tho marriage. Tho Saviour receives to 
Himself Ihe servants that wait for Tlim; admission to the 
jovs of their I.ord is ample irompeiisation for all tho trials 
and sorrows of their earlhly pilgrimage. 

The " tictfliiiif* of. Jordan" must be passed by every 
one either for final happineu or for everlasting drstruetion. 
Death intervenes between us nnd the world of spirits. 
■* It is ap]H>intctl to all men onco to die." Wo cannot drive 
buck the Htrcnm, and arrest the onward current; and there 
is no circuitous way by which we can enter the land of 
promise, without coming in contact with tho dark waters. 
The river tlutt t>o]turntcs time from eternity will not stay 
its course till a single traveller of all the vnst multitude 
has passed through. Our lot for eternity is irrevocably 
fixed at " I ho swellings of Jordan." As we enter, it is 
either to go to tho heavenly Canaan, or to bn swept down — 
a wreck on tho shores of a lost eternity. With such 
solemn prot»i>octs before you, what will you do, when but 
a step is between you and death? sinners! — thought- 
less, polluted rebels!— whnt will you do whim God arises 
to judgment— when He will sot your "iniquities before 
Him— your secret sins in tho light of His counloimnco"? 
(1'shi. xc. 8.) 
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111. PLAIN DIRECTIONS IX IlKI'LY TO THE IxqUJIlY. 

It is useless to rcitorato those questions and leave thorn 
unanswered. It wore un fooling nnd cruel to bring persons 
in viow of the stronger con I Hot, nnd of tlio swellings of 
Jorduu, and there leave them -without hope. There an' 
not a few, it is to bo ten red, who nro in this sad condition. 
They are either cureless and indilfcront, or upprchond no 
danger; or, if it is in any measure porceived, tliey are 
unacquainted with Uio of feet mil means of escape. They 
triflo and delay till they nro surrounded with tho swollen 
billows, and then destruction is inevitable. The subject 
demands the most serious thought. When wo suggest how 
you may successfully "contend with horses," and how you 
may safely pass through tho waves of Jordan, it deeply 
concerns yon to lay these counsels to heart, and to reduce 
them to prnctice, as you would escape impending ruin, and 
sccuro an entrance into the hind of promise. 

1. In the land of pence, choose your Leader, and resolutely 
follow Him. There is only One who is given as a "Lender 
audCommundor;" "uwitiicssof the people." The "Captain 
of .Salvation" was made "perfect through sufferings," that 
lie might "bring ninny sons to glory." He is the Ia>h1 
„f life — the "Lord mighty to save." Already He has 
fought the battle with all the enemies of His people, nnd 
achieved for them the victory. His is nn arm of power, 
and His right hand is exalted. "All power in heaven and 
earth" is given Him for His people's salvation. He is tho 
Conqueror of Death, nnd the Lord of tho invisible world. 
Ho has the keys of hell und of death. Wo should, above 
all, take Christ Jesus for our Lender. When, ns Jephtlmh 
addressed tho people assembled at Mizpah. He dcm:in<ls of 
us— ' ; Shall I bo your Head?" wo should willingly enlist 
under His banner, and by faith surrender ourselves wholly 
to His lending. "Thine nro we, nnd on Thy side," O 
Son of Ciod." It is note, with present mercies and 
opportunities, that, embracing Him ns our leader and 
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Saviour, wo should surrender ourselves to Mini. This 
implies n pledge given to forsake other nmston*. to light 
under lliH standard, mid to follow Him whithersoever 
Ho gucs,— lo victory or dofeul, in life or in death. AVhat- 
.oever others do, wo pledge t« Him devoted adherence, 
(lis authoritative direction in. "Whut is Hint to thee? 
Follow thou me/' (John xxi. 22.) I»i «» duly, ilkruiieli 
overy triul. in the hardest conflict, mid when we outer the 
.swollen river of death, our grand and only business is lo 
follow this skilful, gracious, powerful Leader. We should 
Mvear perpctuiil fealty to Him, he idcntiliod with Hi* 
people, and seek lliin ill nil Divine ordinances. Thus 
will wo contend successfully " with horses." The Lender 
of ihv JWs host will light for uk the battle and achiovo 
i he victory. He will conduct u.s in safely to the swellings 
«f Jortlnn, mid go before im us wo pass through thuni. 
'I'o the generations following wo are to declare with joyful 
lips, "This God is our God, for ever and ever. He will 
he our God to death, mid nbovo nnd beyond it."* 

Perforin nil present duty faithfully. AVe are not our own. 
■■ Bought witli a price," we nre the servants of the 
heavenly King; mid we uro called to gloril'y Him with our 
IkkUcs mid spirits, which uro his. If wc voiuc to tho lie- 
deemor for rat, we must take upon us His yAkc, and oboy 
froni tho heart all His commandments. AVe arc sent forth 
hv the l*ord to work in His vinoynrd. Every part of His 
service, even the most trying mid dilhcult, is honourable: 
us " tho recompense of tho reward" ut prosont and for the 
Future is great uud glorious. " Him that servo th me, him 
will my Father honour." "And where I am, there will 
also my servant be." (John xii. 2G.) Talents and oppor- 
tunities am entrusted to us for improvement. Our Master's 
money is given us lo occupy till He eoiucs to require the 
final account. Our chief concern is to be faithful to tho 

* Tlio orijnnnl c-ximwioD In pwulinr, implying not only (ruldancc 
in* for us lo death, but ntovc iiiul over il. 
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important trust, and to givo all diligence to bo " found of 
Him in poaco, without spot mid blameless." Admission to 
the joy of tho Lord is only for tlint servant who was actiro 
and faithful. "Bo thou faitlLful unto tho death, and I 
will givo thee a crown of life." (Rev. ii. 10.) 

Wo should improve prcxenl (rials. *' In tho day of ad- 
vorsity " wo are called to " consider." Tho great duty of 
the alllictcd is prayer. Afllictious are sent for the trial of 
faith and other graces. Our duty as well ns our privilege 
is to rejoice in tribulation — not for itself, but on account of 
tho gracious fruits and effects. Snuctilicd nf Mictions "yield 
the ]H>nccuhlo fruits of righteousness." They " work 
patience, and patience experience, and experience hope that 
mnkclh not ashamed." In a twofold way, afflictions .are 
evidenced to be the discipline of tho covenant, and chastise- 
ment blessed by the Spirit. They humble us for sins, and 
bring us nearer to Christ. Thus arc we weaned f 1*0111 the 
world, taught to keep God's law, and we become conformed 
to Him who whs made perfect through sufferings. We 
arc led wholly to trust Him who suffered, being tempted. 
that lie might sympathise with and succour them who are 
tempted. Present trials are thus uiistingcd, and when 
greater come, they are felt to be but "light mid mo- 
mentary." Looking nt tho things that are unseen and 
oternnl. they " work out a far more exceeding mid eternal 
weight of glory." (2 Cor. iv. 17.) 

It behoves us /« die daily. Tho Apostle referred to his 
own peculiar persecutions, and his exposure to deaths oft, 
when he said — * 4 I protest by your rejoicing which I have 
in Christ Jesus our Lord, 1 die daily." (I Cor. xv. 31.) 
We, too, should learn this most ini|H>rtnnt lesson. In the 
season of active labour and vigorous health, we should 
prepare for death. Wo should loam to ''die daily," by 
doing our life-work with our might, and in tho constant 
view of Christ's coming. We should settle our accounts 
for eternity duily. In the exorcise of nil holy graces, we 
should commit our spirits to God, and wait for the appenr- 

11 
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,mco of the Lord. It » rehired that «o I* " amliiJioiiH 
to bo accepted of Tlirn."* (2 Oop. v. 9.) Wo should set 
our hoiiHoin order, mid wait for God's salvation, tro- 
qiicntly reminded thnt "here wo lmvo no continuing "ty, 
we should "sock ono to come, whoso Huilder and Maker 
is God." It Mnwn» hh to have our title to the heavenly 
state cionrcd up. and to lmvo the mcotness for its full en- 
joyment. In llio vigorous exorciso of the .Spirit's graces, 
wo should cherish llio "desiro to <loi>nrt, and ho with 
Christ, which in far hotter," than to he employed in tho 
highest service hero, or to enjoy (ho moat exalted privilege 
on emlli. Wo should no "give diligence" to uncertain 
utir calling and election, and to grow in grace, tlmt •' an 
ontnnico shall bo ministered to us abundantly into tho ever- 
lasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jomik Christ. " 

(2 Totor i. 12.) 

lastly— We should hoar tho word of our Leader, und fix 
our eye ami heart on the true Ark of the Corenmt when tee actually 
tome to the swelling* of Jordan. When Israel wus to jhiss 
over the vivor thai separated tho wilderness from tho pro- 
mised land, Joshua, by Divine direction, addressed to them 
repealed commands. Tho ark of tho covenant was to bo 
borne aloft on tho shoulders of the priests. A bjnico was 
loft between it and tho people, thnt they might bo didy 
impressed with rovorenco for the symbol of Jehovah's 
presence, und that they might distinctly seo it. So soon 
as the feet of tho priests who boro the ark touched tho 
waters, Jordnn was rolled back, and Isrncl passed through 
as on dry ground. This inomomblo scono displays tho 
pcoplo's ready obedionco, and tho way provided for thoir 
safety and triumph. So, too, when we come to trials and 
to death, what is chiolly required of us is chikUiko, un- 
resorved obedience to the Master's command. We need 
novor fear to go whoro llo leads. He who proscribes the 
duty will give strength for its performance, accept of our 

" Such iii the import of the original term. 
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obcdiouco, nnd crown it with Hie blessing. The ark was 
the token and pledge of God's covenant of pence — the 
designed typo of Kim who is given "a covenant for tho 
people." In approaching the swellings of Jordan — whether 
tho heavier troubles of lifo or tho river of death — our 
grand concern should be to have our eye and heart fixed 
on tho coven nnt of redemption, nnd on Tlim who is tho 
Mediator nnd dispenser of nil its blessings. Other objects 
— ministers, tho dearest earthly friends — oithcr leave us, 
or, if present, they cannot effectually bear us through tho 
last trouble. In that solemn moment it is only tho living 
God, ''the I-ord of all the earth," thnt can bear us up, 
und carry us through in safety. "When Ho fulfils His 
promise, " I will novor leave thee, nor forsnko thco," wo 
can want no good thing. Omniscience is present to guide, 
an Omnipotent arm is suflicicnt to sustain, infinite love 
and mercy surround nnd come up upon tho rare ward. All 
Israel's safety, amidst difficulty and threatened danger, 
was to follow tho ark, and to look to tho priests bearing 
it, »s they stood ut the margin of the waters. At tho 
presence of Israel's God, Jordan wns driven back ; and in 
glorious triumph, by a way most unexpected, the ransomed 
of tho Lord passed out of the wilderness into the land of 
promise. Thus, too, shall wo escape from the last trials 
of earth, and enter tho heavenly Canaan. Without fear 
or dismay, or hesitation, in calmness and patience, com- 
mitting our spirits to the God of truth, our redeeming 
Head, wc may go into tho waves of trouble and enter tho 
river of death. Tho God of Salvation is ever mindful of 
Hie covenant. His nninmting connniiiid nnd assurance 
arc, "Fear thou not, for I am with thee; bo not dismiiyed, 
for I am thy God." His gracious, powerful presence is 
sullieiont to uphold in- tho greatest weakness and trial, nnd 
to lead to glorious deliverance and triumph. His word of 
praise shall assuredly bo fulfilled: '-When thou pnssest 
through tho waters, I will bo with thee" to uphold and 
deliver. Support in present trouble is the pledge nnd 
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cnrnest or future deliverance nnd completed victory. 
"Hereby yo slinll know (lint tho living God is nmong 
you. and thnt He will without fail drive out before you 
tlie Cnnnnnitcs nml tho Hittitcs." The ovont mid issue of 
all trinls mul deliverances will be Hint Jesus, tho Cnplnin 
mid Tender of the host, will ho mngiiifiod in (ho oyos of 
the redeemed. As Joshua wns magnified heforo nil tho 
people when I ho Jordan was dried up, and they vcro 
conducted wifely to the hind of promise, eo Christ, tho 
Lord, will Imvo all the glory of the wiints' lending, dolivor- 
nnoe, nnd snlvution. To TTim pertnins. of proper right, tho 
loud acclaim of nil their praise— "Thy right hand, 
Lord, is become glorious in power: Thy right hnnd, 
Lord, hnth dashed in pieces the oneniy." (Exod. xv. 5; 
see ver. 1.1, 17.) 

In Conclusion — 

This subject solemnly addresses ail to ichom the message is 
«■«/. It ndinonishes of present duty, mid declares tlie only 
way of future safety. AVo beseech you to consider nnd lay 
to heart these weighty inquiries, nnd tho way by which 
you may aright prepnre for trials, und escape threatened 
danger. Accept the counsel of n friend now, — of one who 
must himself contend in the conflict, and must oro long 
enter "the swelling* of Jordan." Some hnvo, in tho time 
of hen It h nnd peace, contemned the offer of tho Gospel, 
nnd inidcrvnliicd prayers, which Ihey afterwards engerly 
desired in the time of aflliction, and in tho prospect of 
death. As you would "stand in tho evil day," put on tho 
whole "armour of righteousness." As you would not 
willingly undergo tho horror* of a shipwreck, or be borno 
down the st renin to tho gulf of despair, look nnd elenvo 
to Him who has conquered death, nnd who has under- 
taken to lend in "a way thnt is right" to "tho city of 
habitation." 

2. It speaks direction and ttrong consolation to tho saints. 
Through the grace of the covenant, the righteous will 
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hold on their way, mid will run "the rnco sot before them." 
In tho conflict with strong nnd numerous foes, the Captain 
of Salvation will go boforo thorn, uphold thorn with tho 
power of Tlis right hnnd, and achiovo for thorn a sure and 
certain victory. The swellings of Jordan have boon already 
passed through in safety by tho forerunner, Israel's Lender 
and Dentil's Conqueror, and by a great host of ransomed 
ones. If you follow Him, you will not bo an excoption. 
He will guido you even to death, and ahoec and beyond it. 
(Ps. xlviii. M.) Tho ark of tho covenant of tho God of 
all tlio earth will divide tlio swollen river, and open for 
you a sofo passage. Tlio foot of tlio High Priest of our 
profession will stand in tlio waters till all tho redeemed 
have passed over. None thnt.wero givon to Christ — none 
that fully commit themselves to Him — can over perish. 
In a way that is right, fulfilling all His promises, nud 
taking all tho glory to Himself, Ho will conduct them 
tlirough difficulties, vanquish for them all enemies, and 
bring them to his rest in glory. Their triumphant song 
of praise will at length be, "Thanks bo to (iod, which 
givotli us tho victory tlirough our Lord Jesus Christ." 
"Wo went through liro and through water: but Thou 
broughtcst us out into a wealthy place." (1 Cor. xv. 57; 
Ps. lxvi. 12.) 
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PLEASURE OK THE LORD PROSPERING 
IN THE REDEEMER'S HANDS. 

Isaiah liii_ 10—" Ami tin- plcnMiiu of llu- Lunl ulinll proper iii 

Hi* luiud*." 

Thk grand subject of tho remarkable- prophecy contained 
in tlu> fifty-third chapter of Isniah is Christ Jesus ns a 
suffering Snviour. nml (ho salvation effected through II is 
atoning death. In tho preceding- versos tho prophet, 
guided hy the .Spirit of inspiration, hrnl spoken nt length 
of the Saviour's lowly abasement, of His spotless inno- 
cenev, of the vicarious nature of His sufferings nml denth. 
and of tho Fnther's vindication of His character, and 
approval and necoptnnco of His work. At this tenth verso 
conniience predictions concerning tho exaltation, glory, 
and triumph of the Messiah. Tlicso arc singularly preg- 
nant in meaning, and fraught with strong consolation to 
believers in Christ, whon they are conscious of tho strength 
of corruption in their own hearts, and concerned nl>out tho 
power and long-continunnce of evil in tho world. 

In the despite cast upon tho suffering Saviour, mid in 
the embittered n Mictions which He was willed to endure, 
it is declared that " it pleased tho Father to bruise Him." 
or, as it inny be rendered, "Ho was pleased with His 
Bruised One." The sufferer was God's own Son — His 
" Fellow " mid " elect Servant." Tho sufferings which Ho 
endured wcro inllicte<l by Jehovah's hand. Ho was 
pleased iritft Him as tho Suroty provided — His sent and 
sealed One. He was well pleased iii Hi in, as, by His 
obedionco unto death. Ho fulfilled Hit* will, satisfied Divine 
justice, and propitiated His wrath against sinners. The 
sufferings of tho Snviour, by whatever instruments inflicted. 
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came from llio hand of Jehovah; tlioy wore of Divine 
appointment and agoncy. His sacrifice was moreovor to 
God a " sweet smolling savour." When the work of the 
Surety was finished, the Diviuo complacency was signally 
displaycd. When "His soul shall make an offering for 
Bin, Ho shrill sec His seed."* Ho was, in the fullest sense, 
a voluutury victim for human transgression. With all His 
heart He yielded up His precious lifo. His whole human 
nature, His living self, was laid upon the altar of Divine 
justice, to procure pardon and salvation for perishing 
sinners. Then tho blessed fruits aro declared — " ITe sfutll 
Me Ilia seed." There sholl be a great spiritual progeny of 
ransomed sinners. A numerous posterity — ns dew-drops 
from tho womb of tho morning, beautiful and refreshing- 
will grow up under His eye. Ho shall sec thorn with 
joy, as a loving father beholds with delight a prosperous 
family — reflecting His likeness, and perpetuating his iinme 
with honour to coming generations. " Ho shall prolong 
His days." His mediatorial lifo shall bo lengthened. 
When He dies, Ho shall live again, by the power of God, 
to intercede continually, to reign over all, and to snvo by 
His lifo all that are reconciled by His blood. Thou, it is 
omphtttically declared in tho text — ns charactcrist ic of tho 
whole work of tho Redeemer in tho purchase and applica- 
tion of human redemption, and ns furnishing tho strongest 
ground of confidence and hope to tho heirs of salvation— 
"The pleasure of Johovnh in His hand shall prosper." 
May we see and admire tho Saviour's glory, behold by 
faith Jehovah's pleasure accomplished by His hand, and 
contemplate it prospering throughout tho world, und to 
tho end of time, till tho whole earth shall have been filled 
with His glory ' 
Wo speak — 

I. Of this ri.KASUitE of the Loud. 
The opening phrnso— "Tho pleasure of Joh ovnh "—i s 

• So tlio oriiriinil words mny properly bo rendered. 
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singularly expressive. It denotes thnt which is accordant 
with 1 1 if holy nature — the purposo of His sovereign will— 
l hut wherein Ho has rest and satisfaction, infinite com- 
placency and delight. So full of meaning mitl couipro- 
houaivo is tho expression, that wo can only select for 
illustration u few views of Jehovah's good pleasure. Ought 
wo n«t, on entering upon a theino so lofty, lo seek that 
tho Holy Spirit, whoso oflico is to glorify Christ, would 
enahle us to conceive and utter aright thoughts suitable to 
this great subject? .Should wo not fervently pray that 
Ho would enlighten and direct our minds to understand 
aright the deep things of God, and disposo our hearts joy- 
fully to rest in tho nssurnnco thnt all Jehovah's pleasure 
chilli prosper in the hands of tho Elder Hrothor? 

Tho pleasure of tho Lord is Hi* purpose of grate and 
mercy toicttni mankind from eternity. In the Divinn fore- 
knowledge, man was viewed as fallen, est ranged from 
God, and lying utidor His dreadful wrath and eurse. In 
awful justice, He might have consigned the whole guilty 
raco lo merited punishmoiit, and doomed them to intor- 
iiJunblo miser}* and ruin. Instead of this, in infinite lovo 
and compnssiou, Ho cntortaincd for lost sinners thoughts 
of pence and designs of mercy. In the counsels of eternity 
a Divine determination was f mined, thnt a way of escape 
should be opened for the guilty nud |>crishiiig. This is 
unfolded undor u variety of oxprcssivo designations in the 
Scriptures— Jehovah's " eternal purpose of gmce." "'The 
good pleasure of His will/' of " Ilia goodness," thnt which 
■' Ho purposed in Himself." This eternal purpose is sove- 
reign und most gnicions. The angels thnt kept not their 
first estate wore passed by, and no Saviour or salvation 
provided for thoin. For fallen man there was opened, 
through God's wisdom and lovo, " a door of hope." The 
tlirono of Divine sovereignty was tho seat of astonishing 
mercy ; and upon the ruins of man's fall has been erected 
a glorious superstructure, tho headstone of which was to be 
brought forth with loud hosannoaof "Grnco, eracc unto it." 
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To advance His own glory and tlio well-being of creation, 
the wondrous plan of morcy was formed from eternity in 
tho counsels of Godhead. The etoniul Son, who was in 
the bosom of the Father, rejoiced " in tlio hnbitnblo ports 
of tlio earth; and His delights were with the sous of 
men." (Prow viii. 31.) 

Tho pleasure of tho Lord, it;, ngnin, J/w glory in the 
tovatanl of redemption. This wns tho blessed plan for 
accomplishing tho ond of God's grucious purjKJse, and 
ensuring tho glorious results. Tho high design was that 
morcy should bo "built up to enduro for over," and for 
tills ond tho covonant of peaco was f mined. " I have made 
u covenant with my choson, I havo sworn unto David my 
Horvanl, thy seed will 1 establish for ever, and build up 
thy throne lo nil generations." (Ps. lxxxix. 2. 3, I.) This 
covonant of rich gmeo — tho counsel of poaco — was framed 
from eternity among tho persons of tho blessed Godhead. 
A Mediator was appointed and n Surely pro vided. Mutual 
stipulations wero entered into, and tho wondrous transac- 
tion was ratified by the oath of tho Eternal. Thus, by 
■'two immutable things" — tho word and tho otith of 
Johovah — was provided " strong consolation for them that 
flee for refuge to lay hold on the hope sot before thorn." 
(Hob. vi. 18.) In virtue of the coven imt-cngngemont. tho 
obedienco and sufferings of tho Kedcomor obtain a 
glorious reward. Sinners redeemed by Christ are recon- 
ciled to God, stand in tho most endeared rolntion to Him, 
and are ultimately brought home to glory. A Divino 
righteousness has been brought in and mado available for 
all bolicvers. The Spirit is freely given thorn, and nil arc 
theirs, ns they are Christ's, and Christ is God's. (1 Cor. 
iii. 22.) Tho covonant— " ordered in all things and suro" 
—contains nothing but blessing for tho heirs of solvation. 
Ah ratified by tho blood of tho Testator, it becomes u 
testamentary deed to thoso who arc represented in it— tho 
objects of Divine love from eternity. All Johovoh's deal- 
ings towards thorn tiro in covenant-love and tender mercy. 
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His throne is encircled with ft " rainbow in sight liko an 
emerald." Tho dispensations which procood from it nro in 
"mercy and truth going boforo His face." This is ovi- 
dcntly Johovnh's otcrnul good pleasure— that in which His 
gl»ry iH brightly manifested. Delighting in tho covenant- 
rclntion. Ho declares. " I will bo to thorn u God, mid thoy 
shall bo to mo n people." (Hob. viii. 10.) "Tho moun- 
tains shall depart, mid llio hills bo removed; but my 
kindness shall not dojNirt from thee, neither shall the 
covenant of my ponce be removed, suith tho Lord that hnth 
mercy on thee." (I«i. liv. 10.) All things in grace and pro- 
vidoucc— all things in life and death, in timo and otomity, 
that relate to tho safety and salvation of tho redeemed — 
are in tho covenant, ordered in inlinito wisdom, and tho ad- 
ministration entrusted to tho Mediator, and therefore tho 
pleasure of tho I*onl must over prosper in His hand. 

The conrersion ami saltation of tho redeomod are tho 
peculiar pleasure of Jehovah, prospering in the Kedeomor's 
hand. This is carrying into olFect tho purpose of lovo 
entertained from eternity — this is tho application of tho 
redemption provided. Jehovah has done whalovor pleased 
Him, in creating and ordering the material univorso. "For 
thy pleasure thoy arc and wero created." Tho move- 
ments of Providence aro the development of tho Divine 
decree. " He docth necording to His will in tho hosts of 
heaven, and aiming tho inhabitants of the earth." A ran- 
somed church on earth is tho highest manifestation to our 
world of Jehovah's glory. Tho Gospel preached throughout 
tho nations is tho message of Divine bencvolonco to a guilty 
and rebellious nice. *Whilo it ascribes " glory to God iu 
Iho highest, " it proclaims *' peace on earth, good will lo 
men." (Luko ii. 11.) Tho word, when it comes with 
nowor. displays Divine sovereignty. To somo it proves 
" the savour of life unto life," while to othors it is " the 
savour of death unto death." Ono sinner converted by tho 
inalriimontnlity of tho word is a greater moral wondor than 
Iho mulorinl world created. With a voice from tho ox- 
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cellcnt glory, tho eternal Fathor declared of tho Saviour, 
whon in lowlj' nbnscmont, "This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased." Jehovah is still well ploascd 
in tho work of bringing nonr His salvation, and with ovcry 
sinner that floes to Him for refuge from tho wrath to 
come. "There is joy in heaven over ono sinner thut 
repontoth." Tho "Lord is well pleased for His righteous- 
ness' sake " with all that take sholtor under tho covert of 
blood, and that " through hope betako themselves to His 
mercy." A "willing people come to Him in tho day of 
His power," appearing in " tho beauties of holiness," from 
"tho womb of tho morning." with the nttractivo "dew of 
their youth." God hns " pleasure in His saints." Their 
prayers and praises nro His delight ; thoir spiritual sacri- 
fices are to Him a sweet-smelling savour. He loves His 
servants* peace. Zion is His chosen rest. Ho dwells nmong 
His people. His glory is great in their salvation. This is 
pre-eminently His work in tho earth, by which He accoin- 
jriishes His wise and holy purposes. "The Lord hath 
made known His salvation. His righteousness hath lie 
openly showed in tho sight of tho heat hen. He hath 
remembered His mercy and His truth lowurd the house of 
Israel : all tho ends of tho earth have scon tho salvation of 
our God." (Ps. xcviii. 2, 3.) 

Jehovah's dispematiom of providence in and totcard His 
church declare His pleasure. Tho Shepherd of Israel 
gathers, feeds, increases, and prospers His Hock. Again, 
Ho chastises, afflicts, and scatters them. The eyes and the 
heart of tho Lord nro upon tho church perpetually. He 
walks in tho midst of the golden candlesticks, and holds 
tho stars in His right hand. Jflon is engraven upon " the 
palms of His hands, and hor walls uro continually before 
Him." (Isn. xlix. 1G.) Even whon these are broken down, 
He returns to tho long desolations. " Ho will build up 
Zion, and appear in His glory." (Ps. cii. 16.) At times 
Ho sends "a plontiful rain to confirm His inheritance 
when it is wonry," and He makes His people nnd » tho 
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places round about His hill u blessing." (Kzek. xxxiv. 20.) 
Again, Ho lays waste His vineyard, and commands " tho 
clouds that they min no rain upon it.** (Isu. v. 0.) With 
His fan in his hand Ho throughly purge* His lloor. His 
•lire is in /ion, and Ilia fiirnnco in Jerusalem." (lea. 
xxx i. 9.) Seasons of si fling and trial in (ho church nro 
sent for the fallor and brighter displny of her holy pro- 
fession, and lor the pari I nation of hor members. Thu 
rem mi ut left after visitations of judgment nro consecrated 
nad blessed—" I will bring tho third part through thu tiro, 
and will refine them an silver is refined, and will try them 
as gold is tried; thoy shall mil on my name, uud I will 
hear them : I will say, It is my people ; and thoy nliull say, 
The Lord is my God." (Zoch. xiii. i>.) Tho Divine dis- 
pensations teictird tho church, as welt us those icilhiu hor, 
manifest Jchovnh's pleasure prospering in tlic liedcomcr's 
hand. The sovority of God in tho rejection of tho Jews 
made way for tho display of His goodness in the culling of 
the Gentiles. The ]>crsocu(ioiiH of tho church have pro- 
moted her parity nad enlargement. The sufferings of our 
Covenanted lathers were made the means of testing groat 
principles, and of disusing thoiu throughout tho earth. 
Days of nfllietion often prove to tho church, us they do to 
individual believers, seasons of blessing. When tho chaff 
is blown uwiiv, the precious grain is gathered as tho seed 
of a future harvest. Graces exposed to fiory trials nro 
thereby refined and strengthened; mid, when brought out 
of them, thoy are found more precious than perishable 
gold, to *' prniso and honour and glory nt tho appearing of 
Jesus Christ." 

The full rttabli'hmmt of the reign of n'gfi(«nwiet* and 
peace in tho earth is evidently God's pleasure. Tliis ie a 
chief design for which Uio schomo of natural things was 
brought into existence— this tho grand end of all Provi- 
dential movements. Evil, wide-spread and loug-oxisting, 
is restrained, crushed, and ultimately subdued and 
banished. Tho kingdom of God shall bo universally 
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established. Tho enthroned A [ml i a tor puis down nil 
opposing rulo and authority, nnd assumes Hie great power 
to roign. "Righteousness nnd prniso shall spring forth 
before nil the nations." Tho "mountains shnll bring penco 
to tlio people, nnd tho littlo hills, by righteousness." (Ps. 
lxxii. 3.) Tho onrLh shall bo full of tho knowledge of tho 
Lord. The kingdom of truth, light, nnd love slinll bo 
universally established. "Mon shnll lie blessed in tho 
Redeemer, and all nations shall call Him blessed." (Ps. 
lxxii. 17.) This is tho grand destiny to which the world's 
history looks forward; nnd (ho roll of nges, mid nil provi- 
dential chnnges, uro hnstoning its full devolopmeut. It 
is Jehovah's highest plensuro that nil men should honour 
the Son, even ns they honour the Father. When nil 
opposing authority nnd power shall hnvo been put down, 
the exalted Mediator "shnll have dominion from son to son, 
and from tlio river unto the ends of the earth." (Ps. lxxii. 
8.) " The Lord shnll be king over nil tho enrlh: in thnt 
dny shnll there bo one Lord, nnd His name ono." (Zoch. 
xiv. 9.) "Every knoo shnll bow" in homnge to Him, nnd 
every tongue confess thnt Jesus Christ is howl, (o tho 
"lory of God the Father." (Phil. ii. 10, II.) 

II. Consider Jehovah's plensuro 
Ix Ciiicist's iiaxi»s, axi> its coxsbii-kxt i-hosikkity. 

The text contains the emphatic assurance thnt 3v- 
hovnh's purpose will tuke effect. Not the smnllest pint 
of it enn jxissibly fail. In the Divine dispensations there 
nro no disn ppoint inents, nnd no successful resistance. The 
grand reason is that the government is upon Jehovah's 
shoulders, nnd the management of nil is in His hands. 

It wns <»tnt*ln! to Jfim from eternity. "Help" to 
uphold His people and cause, nnd to enrry out into execu- 
tion the whole plnn, was laid ujion "One (hat is mighty." 
Ho i« the "elect" sen-nut of tho Futhor, whom lie upholds, 
nnd in whom His soul delights. He was set up from 
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ovorlnsting; mid into J lis hnnde whs committed the 
wondrous design of making (ho brightest display of God's 
glory, in man's salvation. As Modiutor of the covonanl, 
Ho undortook tho momentous nffhir, mid "engaged Hia 
heart to draw near the Father." Ho struck hands and 
bocniuo Surety. The wholo contrivnnco of tho covenant of 
grace whs laid upon Ilim, und ho willingly consented to 
tho arrangement. Infinite love and wisdom could find 
none wo nuitiiblo. Ho look in linnd to fullil nit God'a 
plcosmv, in rescuing mon from sin aud misery, and to 
give them otorunl salvation. Thus was Ho givon "n 
covenant of tho pcoplo," 10 ''establish tho earth, to cause 
Mi inherit the dcsoluto heritages." 

Ho was early exhibited carrying it forward. So soon nil 
man had sinned, and the curso had ontored, tho Mediator 
wits seen engaged in tho administration of the covenant. 
He displayed His regal authority in pronouncing sentonco 
ujwn the serpent, on (ho ground, and upon the oironding 
human pair. He spoke tho message of pence and love to 
the fallen and guilty in the first promise. Tho pleasure of 
Jehovah prospering in the Messiah's hands was soon in 
railing the patriarch*, and in giving (ho law, with its 
ordinances aud ceremonies — types and shadows of good 
things to come. It was u gracious dispensation, adapted 
to tho childhood of the church, permeated with promises 
aud principles of inlinito tenderness and bencliceucc. 
God's dealings with His ancient covenant-people showed 
in nil things His good pleasure in making to them 
spiritual discoveries and conforring eminent blessings. 
At tho titno fixed in the Abrnhamic covenant. Ho 
broke the yoke of tho Egyptian oppressor, and, with 
it high hand, Ho led (hem out from the iron furnnco. 
Their whole leading to the hind of promise was in 
sovereign love and condescending gtneo aud mercy. Ho 
divided before them tho Kcd Sen, and destroyed thoir 
enemies. Tho cloudy pillar— tho symbol of His gracious 
presence— conducted them through the desert Ho fed 
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thorn with manna from lion von, and gnvo thorn water 
from tho rock to drink. Ho took them into covenant with 
Himself at Sinai, and from " His right hand went a liery 
law for them." Ho appointed for them statutes and 
ordinances most righteous. His tabernacle wns placed 
among them ; and Uo walked with them, owning them to 
be a people of inheritance and "n peculiar treasure." 
Throughout the ancient economy, in tho marked separation 
and Mousing of Abraham's seed, there wns n wondrous 
display of sovoroign grace and electing love. In the new 
economy — to tho Christian church — there is u much fuller 
and brighter manifestation of Johovali's good pleasure in 
relation to man's satvat ion. Anciont shadows huvc iriven 
place to tho living glorious substance. What wns am- 
biguous in former revelations hns been clenrly explained. 
Tho darkness that rested on the sanntuury mid its worship 
has been illuminated. AVo now see tho entire fabric of 
creation and the whole system of providence subordinated 
to the scheme uf huiunii redemption. The plonsuru of 
Jehovah wns ever prospering in the Messiah's hands from 
tho Fall till His advent in the llcsh. Whoii the " Uesiro 
of all nut ions" comes to His temple, the revolutions that 
tnko place nmong the nations are tho instrumentality em- 
ployed for accomplishing His designs of love and mercy 
towards (lie church, established upon the mountains and 
crowned with honour and blessing. 

Tho Itedeomer's atoning dtath pre-eminently exhibits 
the pleasure of Jehovah. To this, as the grand crisis of 
tho world's history, and tho ground of tho ehurch's salva- 
tion, nil promises, prophecies, and typos, and all provi- 
dential movements looked forward from tho beginning. 
Tho Saviour lo como was "tho Lnuih slain from tho 
foundation of tho world." Ho wns the fulfilment of all the 
promises given to the fathers. To Abraham, He was held 
forth na "tho iSocd." in whom all the families of tho oartli 
should bo blessed. Ho was soon by Jacob ns «■ the Shiloh," 
to whom "tho gnthoring" nnd obedience of the nations 
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should be. Isninh beheld Him as tho suffering " Sorvnnt" 
of Jehovah, nnd as n mighty Dolivoror. To Him nil tho 
prophets l»ro witness, whon they "testified beforehand tho 
sufferings of Christ, and tho glory Hint should follow." 
All " the pleasure of Jeliovnlt," and Mint in which Hit) glory 
is made greal, wns on trusted to Iho Hcdoomor to accomplish, 
nml was destined without fail to prosper in His hands. But. 
in a special sense. His n toning death won tho plena uro of tho 
Lord. It was tho grand design of Iho counsels of eternity. 
The Surety of tho covonnni wns appointed, and Ho 
willi nglv engaged to suffor nnd dio as tho chosen victim 
for 1 nun ii n trunsgrossioii. In "tho fulness of timo" He 
eonie to do tho will of the Father. In tho most momentous 
crisis of His obedience on earth a voice from the excollont 
glory again and again proclaimed, "This is My beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased." Tho Father had inlinite 
complnccucy in tho Saviour's undertaking, and in all that 
Ho did and suffered for its nccomplishineut. His death 
wns tlint of n substitute for sin; und in it Ho finished the 
work that wns given Him to do, and glorified tho Divine 
chn racier, counsels, and government. Tho overpowering 
glory of all God's perfections was hooii amidst the ugonics 
of Gethsemntio, nnd tho dnrkuess of tho crucifixion. This 
wns the centre of the wholo Divino government, nnd tho 
great end of the Saviour's mission. Ho enmo "not to bo 
miuUlei-eil unto, but to minister, nml lo givo His life a 
ransom lor many." He "has redeemed iih from tho curs*? 
of the law, being made n curso for us." The noon- 
lido di spiny of tho lovo of God was horo. "Horein 
is love, not that wo loved God, but Hint Ho loved us. 
and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our trim*." 
(1 John iv. 10.) "God commeudclh His lovo towards 
us, in tlint, whilo we woro yet sinnors, Christ died 
for us." (Horn. v. 8.) God's justice, holiness, truth, nnd 
love received their brightest illustration, and were scon iu 
perfect harmony in tho cross. " Morey nnd truth nro mot 
together; righteousness and peaco hove kissed each other." 
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(l\j. lxxxv. 11.) Tho retulU of the atonement bring a 
rovonuo of boundless honour to all llic persons of tlio God- 
bond, and to tho whole Divine government. When it 
pleased the Father to bruise Him, mid put Him to grief, a 
way was opened up for lite brightest display of nil God's 
glory in mini's redemption. The law is " magnified mid 
made honourable, " and " the Lord is well plcuscd for II is 
righteousness' sake." Uy (ho "stripes" of the suffering 
Saviour sinners in vast numbers nru honied; enemies arc 
vanquished, hosts of evil tire brought down, ami everything 
that would proven t tho full muni testation of Jehovah's 
purpose of lovo nnd mercy to the world is removed. The 
full ghul tidings of snlvntiou issue from tho atoning death 
of Christ. "It became, Him, for whom are nil things, and 
by whom arc all thing*, in bringing niiiiiy sons unto glory, 
to mnko the Captain of their salvation perfect through 
sufferings." (Hobrows ii. 10.) 

Again, by the cottitntmicatiutt of f fir Spirit, the pleasure of 
Jehovah prospers in the Kedecmer's hand. In the eternal 
covenant the Third Person of the God 1 1 end was a consent- 
ing and approving parly. In every part of the costly 
scheme of human redemption,- He cordially co-operates. 
The whole application of tho purpose of God's lovo and 
morcy, and of the ltodcomor's purchase, is in His hands. 
When He comes, as tho fruit of the Saviour's ascension to 
heaven, it is to "glorify Christ," nnd to tnko of the things 
thai are Christ's, and show them to His people. Ho is 
now, in His whole misMon and work, "tho Comforter"' 
sent as the substitute of Christ, to carry forward His work 
on earth, till His kingdom shall be fully established, and 
all tho elect shall be brought home to glory. The saving 
work of the Spirit on the human soul in awakening, con- 
verting, sanctifying, and comforting, is tho pleasure, of 
Jehovah. Thus the moral iiimgc of Christ is implanted, 
and tho renewed believer is enabled to do those things 
which are pleasing in His sight. As He rccives the seal 
nnd earnest of the Spirit, He enjoys fellowship with God, 
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ami becomes partaker of nil spiritual blessings. Tho 
effusion of tho Spirit on tho church at different epochs 
displays tho exceeding groalness of His power, nnd His 
condeseouding wondrous lovo. Ho dwells in Zion ns His 
chosen rest: Ho water* His heritage with n plonteous mm. 
Its teeming fertility gives evidenc© of the nlmndnnco 
of the blowing conferred. And tho works of fuith und 
labours of love performed by tho church ntlcsl that sho 
has boon mndo a blessing in tho earth. Thus did tho 
pleasure of Jehovah grently prosper in tho plentiful 
effusion of the Spirit at Pentecost; nnd thus, too, in many 
subsequont poriods of revival, His prosonco and ollicncious 
agency have been the source of- rich and manifold blessing. 
The dry bones have boon awakened, and becoino instinct 
with lifo. Spiritual light has increased in brightness nnd 
splendour, and been widely diffused. Multitudes of saved 
ones hnvo been added to tho church. Men, called nnd 
separated, hnvo been taken into " tlio bond of tho covenant;" 
and ns they became "a willing pcoplo" in "the day of 
power," they hnvo shone forth numerous and attractively 
beautiful, ns tho pearly dew-drops "from tho womb of tho 
morning." All that tho Spirit does savingly, in reviving tho 
church, and rendering it verdant nnd fruitful, is eminently 
matter of Divino complacency and delight — tho plensuro of 
Jehovah prospering in tho Redeemer's hand. Tho dispensa- 
tion of tho Spirit is His. Ho asks tho Fat her, and sends forth 
the Comforter. When thoso who arc n thirst come tit Him, 
out of their belly Ho causes to flow rivers of living wator. 
He pours wator in abundance upon tho thirsty, and Hoods 
upon tho dry ground; nnd thoy "shall npring up ns among 
tho grass, and ns willows by tho water courses." The 
future period of tho church's enlargement and blessing 
will bo tho season at one© of the Spirit's glorious power, 
and of tho Savour's universal blessing. Her "righteous- 
ness shall go forth as brightness," and "tho salvation 
thereof as a lamp that bumoth." "Thou shalt also be a 
crown of glory in tho hand of tho Lord, and a royal diadom 



EJ THE REDBBUEB's 1IAXDS. 35 

in the hand of thy God. Thou ehalt bo called Hophzi- 
bah, and thy land Boulah; for the Lord dolightcth in 
thee, and thy land shall bo married." (Isa. lxii. 3, 4.) 

Lastly — liy poicer/ul and ghriom hiterpoxiiiom in Prori- 
d«nc* t the pleasure of Jrkorah proxper* m th« Redeemer'* hand. 
Providence is the unfolding of God's purpose, and tho 
fulfilmont of Holy Script tiro. Tlio enthroned Mediator 
sit a on tho throno of universe, and nil providential move- 
ments and ovonts are under His direction and control. 
Ho is tho living spirit in the wheels. In nppenrnuce as a 
man, Ho sits on tho throno above the wheels. With 
resplendent glory, tho bow in tho cloud encircles the 
throne, to indicate that all His administrations towards 
the church are in covonnnt-wisdom and love. He nlono 
is found ablo and willing to unloose tho sovon-sealcd book 
of tho Divine purpose, and to shed the light of His glory 
upon its pnges, however dark nnd obscure. Wrathful 
inflictions upon enemies, deliverunco nnd blessing to His 
people, nro Jeliovuh's pleasure entrusted to the Modiator's 
hn lids. Ho hns power to ex ecu to judgmont, because He 
is tho .Son of Mini. His work of vengeance displays tho 
glory of His justice and holiness, nnd is rendered conducive 
to tho best interests of His church. By fearful works in 
righteousness, He unsworn the prnycrs of His saints. When 
Ho breaks the heart of ungodly power, and subverts 
systems of iniquity, He builds up /ion, and establishes 
the kingdom that shnll never pass to another people. The 
Mediator rules in heaven, mid among earth's inhabitants. 
nnd does whatever is His sovereign pleasure. He cannot 
fail nor bo discouraged, however numerous nnd powerful 
may be His enemies, however strong their opposition, till 
'•He hnvo set judgment in the earth, and the isles fhull 
wait for His law." The linnl issue of all providential 
changes is the bright display of the Redeemer's glory in the 
church's universal establishment nnd completed salvation. 
"All tho trees of tho Held shall know thai I the Lord hnvo 
brought down the high tree, have oxnlt.-d the low tree, 
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luiro dried up (ho preen (roe. and liuve made the dry troo 
to flourish: 1 (he Ix.nl have spoken und have done it. 
(Kzek. xvii. 21.) 

III. Tiik Ghoitm* of Assl'uanck that Jkuovaii's ii.ka- 

flVKK WILL IIXAL1.Y AM» FULI.V l'llO»l-«ll IX TIIK 
E KIMEKM Kit's HAKIM. 

The ease is iii no wis.- uncertain or doubtful. Thore 
ran l>o no disnpi»ointmont or failure, in rotation to aught 
Hint is entriiMed to the iiitiiiiigcmciit of the Mediator. 
Under His administration the design of Johovali will be 
perfectly accomplished. 

Ho is, first. jttr-n,minitf>/ qmttifia! for the important 
undertaking. His iinino alone is excellent. The fiiliioas 
of the Oodhend bodily is in His person. All Divino 
perfections nnd resources nre in Him. (Col. i. 10.) His 
litncss for the execution of the purpose u rises not merely 
from the Divino nppointmont,— the pleiiitudo of Divino 
love nnd truth nnd power nre in Christ. His omnipotent 
power bids defiance to the attempts of nil creatures, and 
lenders failure in His plans impossible. This is the tried 
foundation on which the building of mercy stands secure. 
This is the fathomless, inexhaustible fountain, from which 
I ho streams of grace nnd love for ever How. To the 
Redeemer belongs even' suitable qualification for effecting 
the high designs of infinite wisdom, and to Him pertains 
I ho full and undivided glory. 

A*xitmf proMisf*, exceeding grout and precious, secure 
I he accomplishment of this prediction. The faithfulness 
of God in covenant is pledged to effect the Divine purpose*. 
The promises, absolute and unconditional, which nro nil 
" yea und amen in Christ Jesus," arc tho declarations of 
Hod's love toward the church. These nil linvo a primary 
reference to the Saviour — "the more}' promised to the 
fathers" — and to the work of human salvation, which was 
entrusted to Him to accomplish. He was early held forth 
u* "the .Seed of the woman," who should bruiso tho 
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serpent's head; as the soed of Abraham, in whom tho 
nations should be blessed; as the offspring of David, who 
would ait upon His throno, and reign gloriously to tho 
ends of tho earth. Ho was foretold ns "tho Shiloh," to 
whom should be "tho gathering of the people." He was 
"the corn of wheat," that, by dying, was to bear a plentiful 
harvest. Exalted at tbo father's right hand, Ho was to 
reign till all His onemies would be made His footstool. 
A seed was guaranteed to serve Him, to bo nccounted to 
Him "for a genemtiou; they shall come, and shall declare 
His righteousness unto a pcoplo that shull bo born, that 
Ho hnth dono this." (Pa. xxii. 30, 31.) Theso promises 
can never fail. Diviuo power and faithfulness nro pledged 
for tlioir fulfilment. All people shall do sorvico to tho 
Redeemer; nil kindreds of the nations shall render homage 
to Him. Jehovah's pleasure shall continue to prosper in 
tho Saviour's hands, until ever)' gracious promise that 
God has given shall be fully accomplished. 

All that would huutn- the fu{filittrnt of (iod's good 
pleasure' i* noir retrained, and will nltiumtehj be rrnunrd. 
The Mediator is exalted to hold in check and subvert nil 
opposing power. Enemies of whatever kind huvo been 
already conquered in the cross ; and the risen Saviour sits 
nt the Father'* right hand, thenco expecting till they nil 
slmll bo mndo His footstool. Circut mountains aro over- 
turned; swelling sens are divided. Ho opens a path of 
Bofaly for His redeomecl through tho mighty waters. Tho 
universal world-powers, one after another, aro brought 
down and destroyed. The "little stone," cat out without 
hands, becomes a great mountain, and tills tho whole 
earth. When tho four horns, tho emblem of persecuting 
powers, push against Jerusalem to destroy her, there 
aro raised up four carpenters, who fray them, and com- 
pletely subvert them. Ho who framed from eternity tho 
purposo of wisdom and love, for the manifestation of His 
own glory and tho church's good, will effectually overturn 
nil obstacles and hostile powers, until He como whoso 
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right it is, nnd it sluill bo given TTiiu. (Ezek. xxi. 27.) 
Tho Redeemer, into whoso hands is put the execution of 
Jehovah's purpose, removes groat impediments outwardly, 
(i ml strong inteninl opposition. A people nre mndo willing 
in the day of Ilin glorious power. TTo is " Trend over nil 
things to TTis church;" and nil evonta mid powow, ovon 
those which appear the most contrary and hostile, TTo 
makes subservient to tho one grand design, and to work 
togothor for tho nceomplishmout of I ho glorioim purpose 

Whnt the reigning Med in tor has a/ready done is tho 
sure pledge of whnt llo will yet accomplish. TTo hns 
revealed tho Father. ITo cmno us tho grand representative 
of tho Godhead lo our world, exhibiting TTis chnrnctor, 
disclosing His purposes, and manifesting TTis glory. TTis 
name is " Wonderful, " and Tie hns ever dono wondors. 
The sovereign pleasure of Johovnh in regard to nations, 
churches, mid individuals, has, in all past lime, prospered 
in tin* hand of the reigning Redeemer. Ho wrought nil 
Tlis pleasure on Babylon in her destruction. Cyrus, nnd 
Alexander, and Cresnr of old, and mighty warriors nnd 
conquerors in Inter times, wero the appointed instruments 
of Tlis vongennco upon guilty nations. Tho outpouring of 
tho vials of ITis indignation wrought dolivornneo nnd 
manifold salvation for Tlis people. Tho Lord has pleasure 
in them thnt fenr ITim, nnd that botnko themselves with 
conlidenco to TTis mercy. For their snkes TTo hns wrought 
dcsolntioiiB on tho earth; Ho hns givon Egypt for their 
mnsoni, Ethiopin nnd Seba for them. Boing precious in 
His sight, they nro honournble: nnd loving them, Ho 
declares, "I will give mou for them, and people for thy 
life." (Isn. xliii. A.) Delivorances for tho church in times 
past aro tho preludo nnd ple<lge of still greater in timo to 
como. Anti-Christ inn power shall bo subdued, and the 
heavens and earth shall bo shaken and removed, as the 
designed preparation for tho final establishment of the 
kingdom of Christ. Zion shall strengthen her slakes, and 
lengthen her cords; elio shall "stretch forth" the curtains 



IN TIIK BKDBSU KIt'8 HANDS. 39 

of hor habitation. Multitudes slinll bo gathered into hor 
fellowship from nil lands. Tho Lord will ronow the 
forwor wonders of His power, in working dolivoranco nnd 
conferring blcssiug. "I will bring ngnin from Boslinii; 
I will bring again my pcoplo from tho depths of tho sea." 
(Ps. lxviii. 22.) "Tho mountain of the Lord's houso shall 
bo established in tho top of tho mountains, nnd shall ho 
exalted nbovo tho hills; nnd nil nations shall How into it." 
(Isn. ii. 2.) "Tho glory of tho Lord shnll bo rovenled, and 
all flosh shnll soo it togothor." (Isn. xl. 0.) 

In Conclusion — 

This subject calls upon us to Wam God for Ili* eternal 
purpone of merey, and that its accomplishment ha* been entrusted 
to the Redeemer. Tho origin of human salvation, the source 
of all blessing, is here. Tho glory of God's wisdom nnd 
lovo, of His justice, holiness, and truth, aro mngnilicd in 
tho wondrous design from eternity, nnd in its execution, 
ombrncing all limo, nnd uniting nnd combining all ovouts 
nnd agencies in nature and providence. "IIu hath mado 
known unto us tho mystery of His will, according to His 
good jdonsuro, which Ho purposed in Hintsolf. That in 
tho dispensation of tho fulness of times, Ho might gather 
togothor in ono all things in Christ, both which aro in 
heaven, and which aro on earth; oven in Him." (Eph. i. 
9. 10.) In tho fulfilment of God's purposo of lovo towards 
tho redeemed, Christ Jesus was set up as tho church's 
living nnd lifo-giving Head, and as Head over till things 
in tho universe for hor bonofit. Unto Him, as tho blessed 
contro of unity, the saints in heavon and earth, nnd holy 
angels, nro gathered; and all creatures and systems aro 
l-endorod subservient to tho grand design. Evil is re- 
strained, brought down, and in duo time banished from 
the oarth. Tho worst of evils, tho most poworful enemies, 
iustond of frustrating tho Divino puri»oso, are mado to 
promote it. Tho death of Christ, the persecutions of tho 
church, tho temptations, sufferings, and diversified trials 
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of God's pcoplc,-ull aro rendered conducive to the 
prospering of Jehovah's good pleasure. Nothing is 
calculated to oxcito moro lively joys, or to will forth 
more devout praise, than tho unfolding mid succeHs of tho 
J)ivino decree. It is tho sovorcign dotoniiination of u will 
which is infinitely holy, iind just, find good. It makes 
effect unl provision for tho grandest display of the Divine 
glory, mid is productive of tho highest good to tho univorsc. 
This is fitted nt all times to swell the heart with grntitudo 
and wonder, and to elicit the most grateful praise. "Tho 
l.ord reigneth. Ho is clothed with majesty; tho Lord is 
clothed with strength, wherewith Ho hath girded Himsolf : 
tho world also is established, that it cannot bo moved." 
(1*8. xciii. 1.) "Our God is in the heavoiw: ho hath dono 
whatsoever Ho hath pleased." (Ps. cxv. 3.) 

It concerns us now to take hold of God'* covenant. "\Vc, 
too, should bo well-plwiscd with Johovnh's Bruised One. 
Ho has boon given "ncovonant of tho people." All tho 
provision of God's ovorlasting lovo centres in Christ. Ho 
is all tho grace, righteousness, and blessing of tho covenant. 
As rati lied by tho blood of tho Surety, tho covenant has 
becomo a Now Testament, conveying rich legacies to tho 
heirs of salvntion. Our first great duty is to embrnco 
Christ Jesus ns lie is offered to us in tho Gospel. Wo 
should recoivo His Person as our Head and Husband, lay 
hold on His righteousness for pardon nnd acceptance, and 
rest in Him for all our salvntion. Our guilt will bo 
aggravated, and our final state will bo foarful, if wo refuse 
tho invitation, nnd reject the Saviour offered. Ho is 
assuredly ready and willing to receive sinners (hat como 
to Him, howover guilty, and however manifold and 
aggravated their transgressions. Ho rejoices in thoir 
conversion. Tho Lord has pleasure in tho prayers nnd 
holy services of His people They will be to Him n nnmo 
and a praiso in tho earth; they will ultimately behold His 
glory, and share His blessedness throughout otornity. 
From tho consideration of such high and wondrous 
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privilege, should wo not bo led to dovoto ourselves entirely 
to Him as our covenant -portion, that wo may sorvo Him 
in newness of lifo, as tho people of Hie inhoritanco ! 

We have hore, too, presented tho *t rouge* t <j round* of 
assured conjiitencr and of joyful Ao/tr, in relation to tho 
church's work, nnd in nil her troubles. Hie saints nro 
in His hand. Their work i'h under His eye. His power 
is guaranteed to strengthen and uphold, to sustain and 
bless them in its performance; nnd when it shall have 
been finished, from His own hand, gloriously lifted up. 
they will receive the recompense of tho rewnrd. He never 
can forgot or forsake tho church that Ho loved and chose 
from oternity, and that ho purchased with His blood. 
Her nnmo in indelibly engraven on tho pnlms of His 
hands, nnd her walls nre continually before Him. Trials 
of every kind to tho church, ns appointed in sovereign 
wisdom, nnd sent from Christ's hand, nro n menus of 
blessing. They nre all now working together for good; 
nnd when thoy have served their designee! purpose, they 
9] mil issuo in n state of greatly increased spiritual enjoy- 
ment. Heresies, divisions, internal corrupt ions, ns well 
ns persecutions, nre designed tests of the church's faith 
nnd fidelity; nnd nro overruled for her purification nnd 
futuro enlargement. The principles of truth that nro 
sown, ns "a handful of corn" on "tho tops of tho moun- 
tains," becomo tho sood of a harvest rich with prosperous 
fruit. Tho blood of martyrs proves to be the seed of the 
church. "They that came of Jacob"— ns a worm small and 
down-trodden — "shall bud and blossom, and iill tho face 
of the world with fruit." In keeping tho word of the 
Saviour's pntieuce. His truo witnesses are preserved "from 
tho hour of temptation," that comes "upon nil tho world, 
to try thorn that dwell upon the enrth." The jiower of tho 
church's II end, nnd Mis faithful word of promise, nliko 
assure her true members that no wen |M>n formed against 
them shall prosper; nnd thnt tho cause which they main- 
tain shall ono day triumph over all opposition. Tho saints 
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inny over rojoico tlint, in nil oonllicU and trials, God is 
accomplishing in and towards them nil His go«l l>l"««uro. 
Iu tho Saviour's hnnds, they and all their inlorest.-um) por- 
potuully secure, nncl tlio issues of nil Hi* dealings towards 
thorn inn only bo joyful nnd blessed. They uro "choson 
in tho furuuco of affliction," nnd prewired nit vcssols of 
mercy; nnd when thoy ahull hnvo boon ultimnioly brought 
to glory, they will then know thntnll thntbofol thorn in any 
way wan ordained fur iho best, appointed in iulinito wisdom 
and sovereign love. *■ Ho lod them forth by tho right way, 
that they might go to n city of habitation." (Ps. cvii. 7.) 

Vinully, wo wAew/rf tmtlr Jehovah** *Jowi pletmne our*, as 
tho Messiah, in whoso hund it prospers, ever does. Ho 
camo not to do His own will, but tho will of Him that 
wont Him. It was His mout und drink to do tho will of 
His Vulher, by obeying nnd sufforing, und to finish His 
work. Liko Him "who went about doing goml," wo 
should sook first that kingdom which is "righteousness 
und peace, and joy in tho Holy Ghost." Wo should work 
tho work of tho Lord in our dny; nnd fervently should 
wo prny tluit His will may bo done on ourth, as in 
heaven. Constnnlly should wo sook that nil tho good 
plensuro of His goodness, and " tho work of faith with 
powor," should bo fulfilled in us nnd othors. In wondrous 
condescension, He is pleased to omploy human instrumen- 
tality for tho destruction of evil, und for filling tho earth 
with tho brightness of His glory. Our highest honour is 
to bo omploy cd ns lubourors for effecting this joyful con- 
summation. Tho work 1ms pnrnmount claims upon all 
our powors nnd resources, nnd is worthy of the entire 
devotcdncss of our hearts nnd lives. Whilo we willingly 
yiold ourselves to tho sorvico, ever should wc earnestly 
pray, "Lot Thy work appear unto Thy servants, nnd Thy 
glory unto their children. And lot tho boauty of tho Lord 
our Qod bo upon us: and establish Thou tho work of our 
hands upon us; yea, tho work of our hands establish Thou 
it." (Ps. xc. lfi, 17.) 
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Revelation v. 9— "And they auog 11 iiow souj?, wing, Thou nrt 
worthy to tnko tlio book, nnd lo opt-nthc senln thereof: for 
Thou wnut ttliiin, nnd hnxt mlccmed int lo God by thy Mood out 
of overy kindred, nnd tongue, nnd people, nntl unlioii." 

Tire fifth chaptor of the Apocolypso, which is n con tin un- 
tion of the preparatory vision recorded in the preceding 
chnptors, opons with n fnrthor manifestation of tho glory of 
Tlim that snt upon tho throne, — the chiof design being to 
exhibit the method of th« Diritte government, particularly in 
relation to the church of redeemed sinners. Tho adminis- 
trations of providenco toward tho world nnd toward tho 
church, which in the centre of tho whole, are sot forth 
under tho symbol of a book, eovon-sculod, held in the hand 
of Hiin who occupied the (lirono. As ancient books were 
formed of rolls of pnpyrus or parchment, whou each seal 
is broken, n part of the record is disclosed, and there is 
presented to viow an expressivo hieroglyphic emblem, 
discovering the Divine disponent ion towards the church. 
Ono ft f tor another tho difforcnt senls are unloosed, and 
tho whole record is fully disclosed; and only whon the 
last seal is broken, will the contents of tho book bo 
fully unfolded. When nono in tho ranks of creatures, 
in heaven or onrlh, could respond to tho proclama- 
tion, nor was able to open the book, or to looso its 
seals, ono of tho oldors consoled tho weeping Apostlo, 
nnd declared, "The Lion of tho triboof Jiidah," tho "Koot 
of David," hath "prevailed to opon tho book, nnd to looso 
tho sovon seals theroof." This is tho glorified liodcomor, 
invested with Bupremo authority, and having pre-eminont 
fitness for tho important undertaking. Ho is displayed in 
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His eternal Godhead, as " tho Hoot of David." no lias 
all kingly authority, and is (ho grand subject of nnciont 
prophecy (Gon. xlix. 0), us tho "Lion of Juduh's tribe." 
Like a "Lamb, ns it had boon slain," symbolizing ITis 
atoning sacrifice, and tho porpotunl moinorinl of it in 
heaven. Ho appeared "in the midst of tho throno, and 
of the four beasts, nnd of the elders." Ho is tho grand 
rout ml glory of tho Divino govern mont, ns Ho maintains 
tho nearest and most endeared fellowship with tho re- 
deemed lor ever. His '-sovon horns nnd sovon oyes" are 
emblematical of His almighty power, and of His perfect 
Omniscience. Ho has all strength nnd might for effecting 
tho high designs of His mediatorial rule, ns in Him nro 
hid nil treasures of wisdom nnd knowledge, and as upon 
Him rests without measure tho Spirit of revelation, which 
is sent forth by Him. He is "tho power of God, nnd tho 
wisdom <>f God, unto salvation to every ono that boliovotk." 
Endued with such high qualifications, tho Lamb cumo nnd 
took tho l>ook out of tho right hand of Him that sat upon 
the throno, as if it pertained to Him by rnnk nnd office, 
nnd none olso had tho right to intermeddle in tho mighty 
affair. Immediately is Ho recognised by nil tho dwollors 
in glory as being nlonb adequate and pre-eminently fitted 
for tho great work of unfolding tho Divino purposes, aud 
conducting tho providential government. Tho four living 
creatures, and tho twenty-four elders, with golden harps 
of praise, and golden vials full of fragrant odours of 
spiritual prayers, and both com bincd. confess tho litucss of 
tho Saviour for tho high office which Ho assumes; and, with 
fcrvont desires and joyful thanksgivings, nscribo to Him 
nil worth and worthiness, ns Ho engages in its execution. 
Tho udoring worship of tho ransomed church on earth nnd 
in heaven, leads holy angols to join in tho snmo ascription 
of praise to the Lamb slain; while tho chorus of univorse. 
of "every creaturo in heaven, nnd on tho earth, aud undor 
tho earth, and such as nro in tho sen, and all that nro in 
them," unite in rendering "honour, nnd glory, nnd power. 
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to Hiin who sits on tho tlirouo. and unto the Lamb."* This 
is much moro thun 11 lively, lofty description. It is n vision 
for tho whole churcli of Christ, in every age and country, 
till tho ondof time; pregnant with instruction ami comfort 
tho most weighty mid joy-inspiriiig. Every one to whom 
tho Gospel messngo is addressed lms a doop personal 
interest in it ; as wo must learn and understand the New 
Song, and join the adoring compnuy in singing it now. if 
we would at length, with golden harps, perj>eluully in tune, 
sing it before tho throne in glory. In exjKMiuding mid 
iipplying tho iiiKlriiction and convolution presented in tin'; 
sublime representation, wo shall consider — 



s 



I. The Ciiakactkk and Special Lessons ok the New 
Song of the Kkdkemkd. 

In the Bible, especially in the dovolioual parts of it, 
I hero is froquont mention inndo of n Now Song. Tho de- 
signation is given to a song that is newly eonfposcd — to the 
grateful praiso that is rendered for new mercies received — 
and to that which is sung with n (lections elevated and 
henrts enlarged. The song of the redeemed, in its mutter 
and spirit, is perpetually new, as salvation-blessings over 
transcend the loftiest praise; and tho saints, as they enjoy 
them, speak of them with sweet and rapturous melody. 
This vision of tho opvning of tho scaled book, and of the 
rejoicing company of saints and angels, is not alone for 
honvcii. It is indeed scon in its fullest and loftiest mani- 
festation th ore; hut it is designed for the church on earth 
too. The " golden viols full of odours " nro tho prayers 
of saints; and those that ascended from earth give place 
in glory to tho harps of unceasing pnii.se. Tlie e.\alted 
rorsonngo, whoso worth and worthiness nro celebrated, is 
known and loved supromoly here. Soon by faith in His 
incomparable beauty and excellency, Ho is tho great Object 
of adoring wondor^tlic grand theme of grateful and joy- 
ful praiso to His saints. " Tho Lord is my strength and 
song: and He is betoino my salvation." (IN. cxviii. M.) 
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As wo exporionco delivornnco from his hand, and tosto that 
IIo is gracious, " n now song is put inlo our mouth, ovon 
pmiso to our God." (Pa. xl. 3.) And ns wo receive from 
Him salvation-blessings and shnro His victorios, wo triumph 
in Christ. Not contont to ho solitary Hiiigors, from tlio 
fulness of tho heart, wo oxeito othors to uuito in lofty 
pmiso — " sing unto tlio Lord n now song; show forth 
His salvation from day to day." (Ps. xcvi. 1, 2.) " sing 
unto the Iiord a now song, for ho hnth dono innrvollous 
things. His right hand, and His holy arm, hnth gotten 
Him the victory." (Ps. xcviii. I.) Tho spiritual praises 
of the redeemed are bogun and learno<l licro. Thoy nro 
sung in tho sanctuary and great congregation — they are 
hcanl in tho dwollings of tho righteous — thoy are songs of 
tho wilderness mid of tho night — they nro uttered from 
dying beds, and as tho pilgrims pass through the river of 
death. Tho now song rises to its highest notes and 
sweetest melody in heaven, and is sung by saints nindo per- 
fect, and holy nugcls, throughout eternity. Tho exulted 
Saviour is tho grand Object of adoration and praise. Ho 
appears lirst in the midst of the throne, surrounded 
by the ransomed company, nud by adoring angels. Ho 
sits at tho right hand of tho Majesty in tho henvons. Ho 
stands at the altar, interceding ns tho great High Priest 
of our profession. Ho is at tho head of tho saints, 
brought home to heaven, lending them to tho heavenly 
pastures, and to " living fountains of wntor," and con- 
ducting their lofty praise. Whon a door is oi>onod in 
In-aven, and tho eyo of faith, in i( H clearest vision, beholds 
its surpassing wonder*, Christ Jesus, tho Saviour of 
.sinners, is tho brightness of tho celestial glory. Ho is 
all in all in heaven. All tho sights mid sounds of tho 
heavenly world nro full of Christ. " Tho glory of tho 
Ixrnl doth lighten it, and tho Lamb is tho light thoroof," 
All Uio palms of tho redeemed nro waving in His honour, 
all their crowns are proslrnto nt his foot, all their limps 
ure vocal in His praise. Thus arc wo impressively taught 
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that whatever mon make of Christ now, in licnvon His 
glory is everything. Truo religion on earth is only 
different in degree, not in kind, from (ho religion of lionvon. 
And as the Saviour is the First and tlio Last— tlio 
central object and tho crowning glory of tlio worship and 
sorvico of tho inhabitants of honvon.— so must Ho bo that 
of ours on onrth, if wo would at length behold His face in 
righteousness, and bo with Him where He is, beholding 
His glory. 

The miff of the reformed in honour of Chrixl exhibit* the 
perfect harmony between the truth* of the Bible and the 
sentiment* of hettren. 

Justly has it boon said (hat tho Bible is lien von in 
principlo and description, nud thai honvon is tho Hiblo in 
substance and living action. If wo senrch tlio Scriptures 
from beginning to cud, nud com pure the record with what 
we are told of tho views nud employments, of tho dwellers 
in glory, wo shall find the display of the character and 
work of tho Redeemer in strict accordance. The •Scriptures 
testify of Christ as tho Son of God, tho Creator and moral 
Governor of tin* universe, tin* redeeming Head of tho 
Church, the Ijord of glory. Tho hiuiio illustrious names 
and high dignities perlnin to Him as Ho is seen in 
heaven, and as He is worshipped by glorified saints and 
tho hosts of unsmiling angels. History, type, mid pro- 
phecy all concentrate in lliin, and roach in Him their 
end and perfect fulfilment. Like the ladder which Jacob 
saw in vision at Dot hoi, the Saviour connects heaven and 
earth. Comparing the testimony of the word concerning 
Him with tlio nuini festal ion of His glory in honvon, it may 
be rightly said that Me brings down heaven to enrlli; 
while, ns we behold "the King in His beauty," we are 
raised up to heaven, and rejnico in tho glory to be 
revealed. Wo sit even now "in heavenly places" with 
Christ. If wo aro with tho Jamb's company o» Mount 
/lion on earth, and have tho Father's nnino inscribed on 
our foreheads. w<? behold by faith in bright prospect "the 
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land Hint is very fur off." And whou wo hIiqII nftorwonfo 
onler it, us tho ransomed of tlio Lord, it will lie to us no 
strnngo land. Wo shall be with Iho Saviour whom we 
foiuul in tho Won!, whoso lovo mid gracious presence wo 
know on earth, nnd who, in matchless condescension, will 
vomo nt hist to receive us lo llimsolf, Hint wo may on joy 
tho nearest mid most blissful fellowship with Ilim for 

over. 

Tlio now song of tho redeemed declares thnt snlvntion 
by Christ «, in the higfcrf dtgrtt, plett*iwj to God, mid thnt 
it pacific* twtf pitrifiex the sinner's conscience. The loud mid 
lofty nounds nroiind tho throne proclaim — "Snlvntion to 
our God, mid to the l<nmb." Tho principalities nud 
power* in the honvonly places regard with cnniptured 
wonder tho cxultod Saviour mid tho redemption which 
Ho has finished. Tho Futhor nnd tho Son, seated on 
tho limine, conduct the government of tho univorso with 
tho object of developing tho glorious plan of huiniiu 
salvation. The ''woven lamps of tiro" thnt bum before 
the throne shed abroiul its glory. Tho "pure river of tho 
water of life" thnt proccods from beneath the throno of 
God and tho Lninb, symbolizes tho fulness and porpotuity 
of snlvntion -blessings, gladdening tho church on earth, 
and diffusing everlasting bliss among tho saints gnthorod 
homo to heaven. God dwelling with His people, and 
their songs celebrating salvation, resounding continually 
before the throne, show thnt with tho finished work of 
Christ the Ixml is well pleased for His righteousness' 
sake. The morning song of angels when the Itedcomcr 
became incarnate — "Glory lo God in the highest, on earth 
pence, good will to men " — is sung with enraptured 
delight, as tho ransomed of tho Lord return lo Zion. 
and Iho nations of tho saved, brought into tho immediate 
presenco of tho Lamb, nscribo to Him nil tho glory of 
their salvation. The chief singers in heaven nro those 
who aro redeemed from tho pit, nnd who, now gloriliod, 
are, through atoning blood, without spot before the throne. 
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Amid thoir triumphant joys and ecstatic praises. tlioy 
remember that tlioy woro ouco winners; and the thought 
of wlial tlioy were, und of what the Saviour has done fur 
thorn, enhances nil thoir joys, and intensifies their praise. 
A principal note of their song is, "Thou hast washed us 
from our sins in Tliy blood." Their consciences are now 
completely purged, so thai the reinenibrniiee of former shut 
oxcites in ihcin no pn inful toolings, and only leads thorn to 
joy in tho God of their salvation. Their lips do nol falter 
while they utter Jehovah'* praise, nor their 1 hi mis tremble 
ns tlioy touch the chords of the golden harps. They otit- 
sing the ungcl- worshippers in glory. There i^ no feeling 
of dislnnco or estruugedness throughout all the redeemed 
company. Tho chief of sinners, when brought humc to 
heaven, appears in surpassing beauty; arrayed in the Elder 
Urothor's righteousness, and made "perfect through His* 
comeliness put upon them," they reflect Mis moral likeness. 
They como to full fellowship with the persons of the 
adorable Trinity, mid with holy angels. In the most 
endeared intercourse with each other, with nothing to inur 
or interrupt it for ever, tlioy have overllowing peace and 
endless felicity. 

Tho song of the redoemed is evidently thr Nnc Sony. 
In one view it is old, as the matter of it was made known 
to our first parents in the revelation of mercy given to 
them after tho Full, when, through Divinely-instituted 
sacrifices, they boheld by faith the Luinb slain from the 
foundation of tho world. Jt was sung by Abel, when, in 
stated worship at "the end of the days." "he offered 
to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain." The 
triumphant song of Moses celebrated, in the signal deliver- 
unco wrought for Isruol, u more glorious salvation to be 
afterwards accomplished by the death and conquest of 
tho promised Saviour. .Still, when tho Redeemer had 
finished His work on earth, and ascended to glory, the 
song of the redeemed and the chorus of I ho angelie host* 
became in a higher and special sense a Now Song, to 
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remain such to tho end of time, nnd throughout all otornily. 
As tho Captain of solvation ascended from earth, and " the 
ovorlnsting doors" were opened to receive tho mighty 
Conqueror to His mediatorial throno, angels mid saints 
who were already in glory hailed Hie ontrnnco with en- 
raptured wonder and adoring praise. Tho song which 
they raised differed in clearness of conception and fulness 
of utterance from all that had boon previously sung in 
heaven. Tt spoke of n mystery that had boon hid for ages 
as now fully disclose*!, nnd colobralod the honour and 
comely mujosty of Dentil's Conqueror, tho Saviour of men. 
Tho event celebrated, tho Divine councils fulfilled in re- 
demption finished, was wondrous nnd unexampled in tho 
historv of tho univorso. It was tho one grand central 
event in tho moral government of God, throwing tho flood 
of a lofty illustration over the principles of tho Divine 
rule, explaining nil tho history of its pnst dispensations 
toward our world, nnd brightening with tho mdinnce of 
joyful hopo all tho future. 

Then, the newness of tho song is seen in the ra*t mimbtr 
and rariety of being* and charaeitrx that are engaged in 
singing it. Angels that never fell, in their different ranks 
in glory, nnd as employed in tho providential administra- 
tion; and the redeemed among men, in all the diversity of 
their former conditions, and in thoir experiences of tho 
nnlvation wrought for them; tho wandering nnd lost re- 
covered, the guilty pardoned, captives ransomed, brands 
plucked from the burning, blood* stained men clothed in 
the beauty of holiness; these all unito in the song, while 
each fcols that ho is undor peculiar obligations of gratitude 
to sing it abovo all olhors. Then it is perpetually new, us 
the tribute of praise will bo over increasing in import 
nnd ex tout throughout future ages. In Apostolic times, 
through the plentiful effusion of tho Spirit, multitudes, 
relinquishing Jo wish superstition and pagan idolatry, 
united in singing tho new song; and many forsook tho 
foul orgies of false gods for tho praises of Immnnuel. It 
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woasungin the dark ages ami in martyr lime*; resound- 
ing through gloomy prisons, and in tlio subterranean 
catacombs; and surrounding with Vrighlnoss and glory the 
stake and tho scaffold, so that, spectators and persecutor* 
heard with wonder and nstonishmont. At the era of tin* 
blessed Reformation tho song of the redeemed, loudly sung 
in many lands, testified tho joy of souls emancipated from 
guilt, and frood from the chains of error and idolatry, 
and was itsolf a mighty instrument for diffusing widely 
tho truth as it is in Jesus. This, too, hns been a chief glory 
of modern missions. In many pagan nations, idolatrous 
and savage men, awakened nnd changed by tlie power of 
Divine grace, havo learned to celebnite tho ltcdcemor's 
praise. Tho songs of salvation that are now sung by the 
converted heathen in different countries — by the saved ol* 
Israel, and by men rescued from popish darkness mid 
idolatry — are tho preludo of a yet wider spread of the 
Gospel, and of joyful praises to the Redeemer, which kIihII 
bo rendered by all kindreds of the nations. "All ends of 
the world shall remember and turn to tho Lord; ami 
all the kindreds of tho nations shall worship before 
Him." (IV xxii. 27.) "His name shall ho great 
among tho Gentiles; and in every place incense shall be 
offerod unto His nnmc, and a pure offering." ^Mal. i. II.; 
"Tho wholo earth shall lie lilled with His ^lory." (IV 
lxxii. ID.) 

The praise thus rendered on earth by tho nations hi' 
tho saved is the tit prelude to the triumphant songs of the 
rodoomed brought home to heaven. By millions of saint* 
mado perfect, gathered from all kindreds nnd people ami 
tongues, in lofty communion with holy angels, will the 
song of salvation be sung, with nothing to interrupt or 
damp tho heavonly joys, with harps ever in tune, und 
in tho conscious enjoyment of the unspeakable hlessed- 
ness of completed salvation. 

We proceed to consider — 



i*2 TIIK XKW HONU. 

II. TlIK M.VTlKIt OK TIIK NkW S«X«. THAT KNTKHS K8SKX- 
TIAI.I.Y INTO TIIK l'KAISKS OF TIIK SAINTS, WIIKTKKII 
1IKM>KIIK1> oN KAltTII OK Sl'NU IN IIKAVKX. 

1. Tlu- ti-urth awl trM'thine** of the Redeemer occupy u 
prominent plow in the praises of heaven. This is I lie 
first mid key-note of tlu' mrtig of tin* four living creatures, 
un«t tlu> four inul twenty elders— the ministry and church of 
llip first born— 'Thon art worthy to take the hook." Thus, 
in responsive measures, sing ton thousand times ton thou- 
sand holy angels that Mir rou ml 1 1 if throne, "Worthy in 
I he I-iinih that was slain." And when the chorus of 
universal nature loads forth the loud acclaim of praise, it is 
heard saying. " Hlessing and honour, mid glory, mid 
jtower, he? unto Him that sit tot li upon the throne-, and 
auto the ]*umb. for over and ever." The lirst words of 
the swelling anthem of praise say of the Lamb — " Thou 
art worthy." incomparably, infinitely worthy. This is 
declaring Him (1) /« /«■ nhurr ami fttf/omi all vreatnrrx t 
however dignified and excellent. None of these in heaven 
or in earth wiix found able to open the book, or lo look 
(hereon. He only was lit for the high undertaking. " His 
name nlone is excellent : His glory reaches ubovo the 
>kyund the lirmauient.*' {'!) It proclaims Hi* pt'r-rmiurnrr 
<i* JfaiiiifM-. A nuuie has been //»■<■« Him, which is above 
every name. He is "ehiefest," or the standard-bearer, 
''among leu thousand," and "fairer than the children of 
men." 1'or the whole Mediatorial undertaking, and the 
i-xcculioii of evory ]>arl of it, He is endued with a fitness 
and qualifications that wo si-arch for iu vain among all the 
rank* of creatures, however exalted. His claims to the 
highest rank are ]>cculiar and unequalled. Angels and 
Miiutjt regard theiu with veneration and wonder, while yet 
they are unable fully to comprehend them. " lie is the 
Head of the body, the church, who is the bogi lining, 
t ho first born from the dead; tluit in nil things He might 
have the pre -eminence." (Col. i. 18.) And (:!) it allows 
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the full, foriiiff ticqnif*ecn?r ofnUIwty bring* ,',< th? dttignation 
ttnd icork of the Mediator. All heaven, and llio wholu 
church on onrth, rejoice in tlio appointment or Christ to bo 
Head. Thny extol Iho wisdom of the Father, nnd the 
fitness of the Son, as TFo in neon engaged in the oxcculiou 
of the lofty purpose. To lliin is entrusted tlio whole 
administration. "The govern men t is upon His shoulders." 
On Tlim, as a "nnil in n sure phico," is suspended "nil the 
glory of His Father's house." Ho nloiio "builds the 
temple of the Ijord, and will lor ever bear the glory." 
(]sn. ix. <>; xxii. 23; Zoch. vi. I-'S.) In Mis fitness for this 
high nppoint men t, and in the wisdom, power, and integrity 
with which Ho discharges its important fiinclioiiH, the 
entire univorso of holy intelligences fully nnd cordinlly 
nwpiiesce. The worth nnd worthiness of Iho Kodeomor 
aro felt in the deepest eon vict ions of the heart, nnd nre 
openly and fully confessed in (he praises of smuts nnd holy 
angola. 

2. Another pint of the mutter of the New Song 
concerns the xettft-d html; whieh the J,mnb prevails to 
open. This contains the Jh'rhu pm-po*™, especially in 
relation to tho church of the redeemod. The book is 
"tho writing of tho honso of Isrnel," — the (ixed and 
unaltomblo design of Jehovah in relation to tho election 
of grace. It is scon in tho hand of Mini Hint sits on the 
throne. "Known unto God are all His works from the 
beginning of tho world." None nmy challenge His sove- 
reign prerogative, or alter His purpose. "What His wisdom 
contrives, His power is engaged to execute. His designs 
can never be frustrated. "He doeth according to His will 
in the; armies of heaven, nnd nmong the inhabitants of 
the onrth." Tho book is sealed wilh*«v» *"'/*. The decrees 
of God are liko Himself, inscrutable, deep-hidden from nil 
creatures, ami wholly unknown till they are revealed. 
God nlono fully knows nnd can discloso His own purposes. 
The times and seasons He hns put in Mis own power , and 
neither nmn nor nngel enn know the secret things of God. 
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lml 08 Ho reveals them by Hi* Spirit. Tho church of iho 
redeemed In Iho groat object of the Divine decree— tho 
principal end of Divine revolutions; us ciuunuliiig from 
Him, they shine forth to illuiniiiiile (he world's diirkn ess. 
■• Out of '/Aim, the perfection of beauty, God huth ahined." 
(1»«. 1. *2.) The church is the centre of nil providential 
uiovcmonts ; and while her glorious I lend sits on tho 
throne, nnd eon duels tho government of universe, Ho 
evolves continually Ilis designs of infinite wisdom uud 
love, anil makes every new disclosure to eonlributo to tho 
purity and prosperity of the church. In tho prophetic 
vision, nbovc tho "wheels" that were "full of oyes" that 
revolved around a fixed centra, uud "thut turned not an 
they went." win. u "throne," nnd one Bitting upon it, " ns 
tho npponruncc of u man." (Ezek. i. 20.) The compli- 
cated movements were guided by holy intelligence. 
Revolving nround tho society of the redcomed. and moving 
ever to eirecl a prc-dctcrmincd purpose, they are controlled 
and directed by the sovereign authority of the enthroned 
Mediator; and they cannot fuil of accomplishing His high 
and wonderful designs. In the Divine decree and its 
fulfilment, the sniuls greatly rejoice; mid these form u 
chief matter of their lofty praise — "0 tho depth of (ho 
riches, both of the wisdom and knowledgo of God ! How 
unsearchable are His judgments, uud His wnys past 
finding out." (Rom. xi. U-">.) 

3. Ptorulrmr in the hand of the Redeemer, utifoUlinif 
iht Divine jmtpwr for the chtwch'x brnrfit, « another part of 
the mutter of the New Song. The whole providential 
rule is entrusted to the ascended Saviour; and Ho 
administers it for His own glory, and for the manifestation 
of His designs of wisdom and love toward His church 
from all ovorlusting. What takes plnco in timo was first 
in God's eternal purpose; and from the beginning, so 
soon as man fell, Ho entorcd upon Ilis grout undertaking. 
He sustained the pillars of tho world that woro slinking 
through man's npostney. Thenceforward Ho conducts tho 
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whole administratis!, so as ovor to promote the church's 
bunofit end blessing. "By Him all things *mW.'** 
(Col. i. 7.) " Ho upholds all things by the word of Ilis 
power." "Ho reigns in Mount Zion mid in Jorusalom, 
and before His ancient** gloriously." (Isn. xxiv. 2.J.) Tho 
ohurch that Ho hue redeemed was the chosen object of 
His wisdom and love from eternity. Tho creation of tho 
world hod respect to hor existence, and nil natural objects 
wore called into being, uud their order mid relations were 
sottlod for her bonolit. Nations rise mid full for the 
church; uud tho cud of all providential changes is hor 
extension, purification, and ultimutc triumph. •■ When 
the Most High divided tho nations their inheritance, when 
Ho separated tho sous of Ad urn, He set tho bound* of the 
people according to the number of tho children of Israel. 
For tho Lord's portion is His people ; Jacob is the lot of hi* 
inheritance." (Deut. xxxii. 8. 0.) With each of I lie four 
great world- po wow, the church of God came into contact. 
In succession they wero called into existence, J lou risked 
and were overthrown, to subserve the purposes which they 
wero designed to accomplish for the church. .Sj will it be 
to tho ond. Dynasties exist nnd puss away, nations are 
prospered and smitten, and all human associations undergo 
changes, ihnt thoy may promote the interests of the 
church of Christ, and contribute to hor future glory. The 
enthroned Mediator — Zion's glorious King — presides over 
all those revolutions, and infallibly conducts them to their 
predestined ond. The little stone cut out oi tho inuiiiitaiu 
without hands increased in volume and strength till it 
smote the feel and toos of the great image, and broke it to 
pieces, nnd it then became a great mountain, uud tilled the 
whole oarlh. Thus the kingdom of Christ, small and 
seemingly powerless in its beginning, is under the law of 
continual advancement. It is. in its nature uud principles, 
antagonistic and destructive to whatever would opiK.se its 
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onward eourso ; and when nt length all hostile power and 
aulhoritv shall have boon brought down, it will bo 
miivonm'lly established. No fifth universal world.powor 
will l.o Hot up in tho earth. "The kingdoms of thm world 
an become tho kingdoms of our Lord and of ITis Christ. 
(Rov xi. 15.) "Tho mountain of tho Lord's houeo riioll 
be established on the top of the mountains, and shall bo 
exalted above tho hills mid all nations shall (low into it.' 

(Isa. ii. ±) 

I . Khmlly, the 'V'"»'».'/ n/t Ay the Rtdeemtr of all individual 
pruridwr* to Mi* saints, and ITis guiding thoin to n 
desired issuo, is mnttor of tho song of the redeemed. Thus 
alone can we rightly understand mid profit by providontial 
dispensations, besides tho general government of tho 
nnivorso in tho bnnds of tho Mediator, He superintends 
and directs special movement* mid ovory particular dis- 
pensation. Nothing is too low or insignificant for His 
notice; nothing ton high for Mis control. Thoro is no 
providence thnt Christ as (ho Mediator does not direct and 
superintend. Me numbers tho hnirs of Ilia people's heads, 
and nppoints nil their goings. "Tho eyes of tho Lord run 
to and fro throughout tho whole earth, to show Himself 
strong in (lie bohalf of thorn whoso heart is porfoct toward 
Him." (2 Chron. xvi. 0.) Frovidontinl dealings of tho 
Redeemer towards His people nro ]Mirts of the plan of tho 
covonntit which was doviscd in inliuitc wisdom mid over- 
lasting lovo. The seven -scaled book contains in its record 
soma dark pages, even to tho heirs of salvation ; but when 
these are read in tho viow of the cross, or with tho heart 
and eye directed to Him who receives and opens it, they 
becoino illuminated with tho beams of His glory. IIo will 
shed light upon evory dark record. All providoncos. 
prosperous and adverse, afflictions and disnppointmonts, 
as well as benefits and blessings, are even now working 
together for good; nnd, in (ho ond, thoy will bo scon and 
felt to havo been subserving ond a the best and most 
salutnry — purposes the most beneficent. When tho Saviour 
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of sinners is tho Supromo Ruler, and tho opening of the 
book is entrusted to Him, nothing can bofal His people 
but what is conducive to their highest good. Tho dispen- 
sation of providence, equally with thnt of the Gospel, is to 
them what Christ is, — it is the covenant of pence unfolded, 
ordered in all things and sure; all their salvation, and all 
their desire. Tho Eldor Hrothcr nnd living Head of the 
church is the Author nnd Disposer of all their nfllictiont) 
and trials. Well may His scrvnnts trust Mini to give "mi 
expected end," nnd to guide to n gracious nnd blessed 
issue. What they sco not now they shall see hereafter. 
As they celebrate seasonable help given, nnd deliverances 
already wrought, they should sing in joyful expectation of 
future privileges nnd of ultimate victory. The assured 
promise is. "He shall call ii|)on Me. nnd I will nnswer him; 
I will bo with him in trouble: I will deliver him and 
honour him. Willi long life will I satisfy him, nnd shew 
him My salvation." (Ps. xci. 15, 10.) "Ho led them forth 
by the right wny, thnt they might go to a city of hnhita- 
tion." (Ps. cvii. 7.) In triumphant strains they sin*x* at 
Inst, ,( We wont through lire nnd through water, but Thou 
broughtest us out into a wealthy plncc." (Ps. lxvi. 12.) 
Wo consider — 

III. TlIK «i:K AT WOKK WHICH Hk I'KUFOllMKIJ, AS MS- 
1'I.AYING IIlS l'RK-KMINKXT HTSKSS TO UNFOLD TlIK 

Divink runrosK, axi> to ahmixistku the kingdom 

OF MtOVIDBXCK. 

Tho ground of tho Lniub's interference in tho momen- 
tous nlFnir of opening tlio sealed book is emphatically 
declnred, ''For Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed as to 
Ood by Thy Wood." Tlioro are othor ground-* of worthi- 
ness in the Tmmb slnin, but this is tho most conspicuous- 
over deserving of the most grateful acknowledgment and 
of tho highest praise. Tt is this above all thnt moves the 
hearts nnd accentuates tho songs of tho redeemed. What- 
ever the inhabitant*, of other worlds, or tho dwellers on 



38 THE XKW SONG. 

thi6 cnrth who have no interest in the work of redemption, 
limy think or fuel, nil tho redeemed cordially ngroo in the 
sentiment thnt lie who hus mummed thorn by Him blood 
has performed u work to which none other was coni|>utont, 
and for which Ho is entitled to tho highest honour in heaven 
mid ciirlli. Redumption by tho death of Christ, tho sura 
it ml glory of the Gospel, is tho grand theme of praiso of 
the saints, and will be for over. It is thoir song, perpetually 
now, ever snug with the liveliest gratitude, and with on- 
mplurcd wonder. 

First of nil, tho Lamb is celobrated as the Great Atoning 
Sacrifice. Jlo it* the grand Victim for liuiiinii transgres- 
sion; tho Lamb slain from tho foundation of the world 
— foreshadowed by ancient types, forotold by ancient 
prophecy, and at length, in tho fulness of time, offered up 
a spotless sacrifice, to finish transgression, and mnko an end 
of sin, and bring in an everlasting righteousness. The 
death of Christ was contemplated in the plan of tho 
rovoumit from eternity; it was prospectively ratified by the 
Mood of typical sacrifices, und became a Xow Testament 
so soon as was commenced its administration. To dio nn. 
ignominious and accursed death, as His peoplo's Substitute,* 
wns tho condition on the Mediator's part of tho covenant, 
and from the performance of it (low tho rownrd promised 
to Him, and nil privileges of His people. He appears 
now in glory, the Lamb ns it had been slain, tho covenant 
being ratified by His blood, and the perpetual merit nnd 
efficacy of His atonomont recognised by nil tho inhabitants 
of hca von. Uy the one sacrifico of Himuolf, He has per- 
fected for ovor them thnt are sanctified. This is tho great 
reason of His pre*emiiieut worth and fitness to administer 
the Mediatorial office in nil its functions. Saints, as they 
bohold Him with wonder and delight, esteem Him worthy 
of tho highest praise, because Ho was slain, nnd has thus 
fully performed His oil- important undertaking. 

Aguin, redemption complete by Ilia Howl U Hi* wonderful 
Korl;. This is the effect and application of the death of tho 
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Redeemer. How amazing]}- pregnant ami expressive is 
the ascription— " Thou ha$t redeemed us lo God by thy Wood." 
Willi swelling hearts and load voice tho ransomed 
oxolaim, MVo liaro reason above all others to pmise 
Tlioe for Thy atoning death, for by il we, who were lost in 
sin and sold into captivity, arc redeemed to God, and made 
heirs of salvation." This imports that ITe and lie alone 
had the right of redemption. "Thine they were, and 
Thou gnvest them Mo." They are God's by tho common 
right of creation, and by Ilia purpose of election in the 
covenant. But, through tho 1'all, thoy were sold and lost. 
Tho Suroty engaged to bring the wandering and perishing 
back to God. Uy assuming their nature, lie hud the right 
of tho kinsman Redeemer. Jty His death in their stead, 
Ho fully paid (he ransom -price, and discharged all their 
vast debt. His life was fully offered as a substitute for 
tho guilty. It was life most valuable given for life 
forfeited; n full pnyment for all the demands of the law 
and justice of God: n perfect equivalent for all the bless- 
ings of salvation. Redemption is now complete through 
tho death of Christ; and (lowing from il are all spiritual 
rind eternal blessings. " In whom we have redemption 
tluough His blood, even tho forgiveness of sins." (Eph. 
i. 7.) The saved of the Lord are redeemed from the curse, 
rescued from tho oiiomy's hand, delivered from all evil. 
Their lwdios, as well as thoir souls, share in the privileges 
of redemption; and all their possessions and relations, 
freed from the curse, nro provided and conferred by Hi'" 
who was slain lo redoom them. "Let the redeemed of the 
Lord say so, whom he hath delivered from the hand of the 
enomy." (IV cvii. 2.) "Lot Israel hopo in the Lord; 
for with tho Lord there is mercy, and with Him is 
plenteous redemption. And Ho shall redeem Israel from 
all His iniquities." (IV exxx. 7, 8.) Above all, they are 
adeemed to God. The end is co-extensive with the design 
from olernity. They woro given by the Father to Christ, 
and He undertook for them, and died in their stead, tliut 
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He might bring ihom to God. Their redemption includos 
thoir deliverance from wrnth. from tho bondage of sin, 
from clouth and evil of every kiwi. But chiclly tlioy nro 
brought nonr to God r reclaimed to Ilis service restored to 
II is favour mid friendship, nnd introduced to fellowship 
the most intimate and endearing with TTim on earth and in 
heaven. . Tlioy nro redeemed that llioy may receive the 
adoption of son*, nnd l lint there nmy bo sent into thoir 
hearts "tho spirit of adoption, whoroby Uioy cry, Abba, 
Father." They are brought home to tho Knthor's house, 
nnd welcomed to nil tho onlortainmont of it. Tlioy enjoy 
its blessed privileges as if tlioy had novor siuiicmI. All 
distance and estrangement are for over done away. Thoir 
felicity is uninterrupted nnd unending : they will show 
forth the glory of God's salvation for over. "Tho 
redcomed shall walk thoro. And the ransomed of the 
Lord shall return, nnd eomo to Stfon with songs and 
ovorlnsting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy 
nnd glndnoss. nnd sorrow nnd sighing shall flco away." 
(Isn. xxxv. !). 10.) 

lor this redemption the full mut hartfeft atcription of 
junw i* to the Lamb *foin. With peculiar emphasis those 
joyful jubilee singers exclaim in tho opening of their song 
— "Tiioi: aut woitTiiv." Standing in His immedinto 
presence, they give Tlim nil tho honour of tho work, nnd 
confess themselves indebted to Him for nil their blossed- 
dess. "Thou art worthy. blessed Thou, tho Lamb, as 
it had been slain, the Lion of Judnh's tribe. Thou, and 
none other, host done this great work, nnd Thou only 
hast tho right to bear tho glory." Tt is wonderful that 
such u person should becomo the Redeemer of tho lost — 
wonderful that His blood Hhould bo shed for the guilty — 
nnd most wonderful that through its application, miserable, 
perishing sinners' should bo brought home to glory, nnd 
exalted to tho highest position of honour and dignity 
boforo tho throne. The song of the redeemed declares tho 
singular worth of (he Redeemer, and thoir immense 
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obligations to Ilia atoning sacrifice. To His denlh, they 
oro indebted for nil thot is excellent in their state and 
oJiaraotor, and for their heavenly felicity. His hlo<»d was 
purposely shed for thorn, nud the costly nuisoin wns 
accepted of God on their behalf. Hence are they delivered 
from wrath, presented without spot or wrinkle, or any 
sudi thing, and nmde pitrtnkors of hupphicH* unspeakable 
and oternnl. All Divine perfect ions are brightly displayed 
in thoir completed salvation; and n rich revuuuc of puiine 
roduunds to all the persons of the blessed Godhead 
throughout ctornity. 

The redemption celebi-nted is of irute extent, us it is 
aduptod to all. Nowhere is it said to reach the whole 
nice, or to bo provided for every individual of the human 
family. The ransomed, chosen from the muss of perdition, 
uro rcdeomod from the world lying in the wicked one, 
separated and brought home to glory. Hut they un- 
taken out of "ovory kindred and tongue, und pnuple ami 
not ion." They art; of all famitirx — the minor divisions of 
mankind. On earth they spoke all languages, while in 
heaven their tongue vocal in exulting pnii.se, i.s one. 
Men of all races unite in the song; and the people of all 
nations, great and small, worship the enthroned Redeemer, 
and render to Him the willing homage of their grateful 
praise. " Tho nations of them that are saved si mil walk 
in tho light of it, and the kings oi the earth do bring their 
glory and honour into it." (ltcv. xxi. 2.">.; The great 
salvation is wonder f idly adapted to men in every condition, 
and to all human relations and circumstances ; and in the 
linnl gathering or tho redeemed to the general ussemuly and 
church of the First Horn, it will be wen in it* full nud tmns- 
cendont glory. The innumerable company of all nations 
and kindred, und people and tongues that stand before the 
throno, arrayed in white robes and palms ia their hands, in 
spotless purity, as triumphant conquerors, ery with a 
loud voico, "Salvation to our God, which sillelh upon the 
throne, and unto the Jjiiub." (Rev. vii. it, 1<>.) 
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Finnlly — STO* 0>'«' <""' dignity** ,c/ " VA '*' redeem** are 
otlrmiwl are celebrated in their grateful prate. " Thou lust 
made us kings mid priests to our God, mid wo shnll roigii 
on tho cnrlh." Thoy are "a kingdom o/jtrinU." As kings 
thoy nro elevated from n low condition, and ehnre with 
Christ n state of honour and dignity. Tho •' kingdom of 
God" is within them; thoy Imvo power over ovil; thoy 
hnvo a part in nil the Mediatorial dominion, and oro par- 
takers of its abundant privi logos. Thoy nro separated— the 
unci ion of priestly consecration is upon thorn — nnd Uioy are 
culled to holy services to Jehovah iih thoir eovonant-God, 
ministering contiminlly at the ultnr, nnd living ns wholly 
ilio Lord's. Tliey are '* n roynl priesthood, n holy nniion. 
a peculiar people." Thoy hnvo u royal honour nnd dig- 
nity, oven when thoy aro serving as priests at tho nltav. 
They *' reign on tho earth." * They reign spiritually with 
Christ, their exnlted Head, as they aro associated with 
Him in princely power, and the mind that was in Christ is 
in them. They have power in tho world; thoir principle* 
are continually spreading, and their testimony prevails for 
the subversion of error mid sin. They havo n special in- 
terest in all that is doing for tho establishment of tho 
Kedocmcr's kingdom in the earth. Thoy uctivoly aid in 
the diffusion of Scriptural truth. The progress of Chris- 
tian missions, dispelling durkness, and bringing down 
superstition and idolntry, is eminently their work, and 
thoy hnvo a part in their futiiro glorious triumph. In the 
ulliinato universal establishment of the roigii of righteous- 
ness and peaco in tho earth, the saints shall possess high 
power nnd authority throughout tho nations. The slain 
witnesses, raised from the dead, arc caught up to .the 
heaven of civil and ecclesiastical powor, while their 
enemies behold them. "Tho kingdom and dominion, and 
the grentiiess of the kingdom under the whole hoavou. 



• Tho iiawt inicitiil 3ISS. give t)io verb in tliu pr*un/, not in I lie 
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shall ho given to tlio people of tho minis of tlio Mont 
nigh." (Don. vii. 27.) Tho witnesses who suffered for 
Christ in thoir spirit mid principles revive; thoy "riso and 
reign with Christ n thousand years." This royal dignity 
of the saints on earth will issue in "the everlasting 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ," The 
redeemed who on earth served Him and suffered for Him 
will then reign with ITim for over. Thoy will he crowned 
princes, and us conquerors they shall sit down with him on 
His throne ; they shnll inherit the kingdom, and enjoy its 
glory and blessedness throughout eternity. 

Tx Conclusion — 
The Now Song — 1. Prrxrntx the highest ubjeclx of btlitr- 
iiiff ronfetttpfalioH. The fitness, glory, and excellency of tin? 
Lamb slain unspeakably transcend those of all creatures, 
the most exalted in the universe. His nre nil power, 
wisdom, and knowledge; His all meekness, love, and con- 
descension. Appearing in our nature in hen von, He is in 
the midst of glorified saints and adoring angels. He has 
"sevon horns and seven eyes." With tho scars of His 
sufferings upon Him. nud presonting continunlly before 
tho throno the memorial of His atoning death, lie is 
exnltcd "above all principality and power." All the 
dwellers in glory recogniso His pre-eminent fitness to lie 
tlio ruler in providence, and to administer tho covenant of 
redemption. Thoy leave their seats before the throne, nud 
cast their crowns at His feet, while they render to Him. 
with joyful hearts, the glory due to Mis name. 

'2. Tho Mnir bffMrtl fiariom-j thus exalted and prnised in 
heaven, is surely lit to bo the grand object of our present 
trust and hope— lira Alpha and Omogii of our adoring and 
grateful praise. Jako tho celestial singers, \\o should over 
ascribe to tho Jjmih slain all worth and worthiness. Be- 
holding Hit* malehless person, we should embrace Him as 
our best and only Helovod and Friend, mid roposo our 
entire ronliricnco upon Him. His linishcd work, the 
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foundation of ull our blessings, is tho lit (homo of our 
gratoful prniso, while His exaltation to mi iversul dominion 
entitled Iliiu to the veneration und devoted servico of the 
runsomed church in henven und on earth. "Beeauso Ho i* 
thy Lord, worship thou Him." Tho Ijimb slain, in* Ho 
appears opening- tho seven-scaled book, conducting the 
providential government, und applying tho piirchusod 
Mil vat ion, is alone worthy of nil our confidence, and love, 
and devoted service. He is lifted up us u moral magnet 
to ut tract tin' hearts of all the redeemed to Him. (John 
xii. 32.) As they see His suitableness and surpassing 
beauty, the lustre of ull olhor objects fades in thoir viow, 
and Jesus, their Saviour and 1'riond, is to them all mid in 
all. In tho thoughts and feelings of the heart, with tho 
continual praises of the lips, and, above all, in the ]>or- 
petual sorvieo of tho life, wo should render the ascription 
of forvunt praise to Him who performs a work for which 
none oilier in the univorse was found adequate, and who 
hIuiic is entitled to bear the glory. "liccuusc of the 
Mivonr of thy good ointments, thy name is as ointmout 
poured forth, therefore do the virgins love Thee. We will 
be glad and rejoice in Thee. We will ivmombor thy love 
more than wine; the upright love Thee." "Whom have 
I in tho heaven but Thee? and thero is none upon earth 
that I desire besido Thee." (Song i. '2, 3; 1*8. lxxiii. 25.) 

:!. Tho mutter of tho Now Song presents the most 
[Kiwerful motives to all Jtofg licimj and tktotcd obalimcr. If 
we are redeemed, wo ure bought with nu inestimable price. 
We uro saved from the curse, rescued from the enemy > 
hand, delivered from a present evil world, freed from 8iu, 
and redeemed to God, to servo Him, bo like Him, and 
enjoy Him for ever. What weighty obligations docs such 
a privilege impose on us? that we should be "holy in nil 
luunuer of conversation," that wo should livo as ransomed 
ones, showing "forth the praises of Him who huth called 
us out of darkness into His murvollous light:'' Then, us 
interested iu the purchased redemption, we are u "royal 
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priestftood," predestined to this high office ami distinction 
in the counsel of pence from otornity, willed nnd conso- 
cratod in timo, and exulted to roign on the earth. Associated 
with Christ in tho victories of His truth, nnd sinning in 
tho progress nnd privileges of His kingdom, wo nro 
dostined to sit with Him on His On-one, nnd to hnvo 
fellowship with Ilini in heavenly glory. ITow solemnly 
ore wo hereby called to live nnd act ns persons consecrated 
to God, to minister nt His altar, presorting ourselves u 
living sacrifice, nnd offering the sacrifices of prnyor nnd 
praise to God continually, giving thunlcs to 1 lis name. As 
kings roign ing on tho earth, wo should cherish a prince!)' 
spirit, hy fnith subduing corruptions in our own hearts, 
and ovoreoining tho world. The kingdom of God within 
us is righteousness, joy, and peace in tho Holy Ghost. AVe 
reign 1 with Christ on (lie earth when wo live as children of 
Lho King, ovor rejoicing in Him. "Wo go in to tho King, 
importunately socking blessings for ourselves nnd others. 
Our duty is to pray nnd labour continually for the coming 
of His kingdom. Our appropriation of Him ns n Prince 
and Saviour, nnd nil our interest nt the throne, wo should 
improve in seeking blessings for the church and the 
world. "Thou art my King; command deliverances for 
Jacob." As witnesses for His crown-rights, it behoves us 
to be jealous for His honour. We should contend ngninst 
His enemies, earnestly labour and pray for tho provnleiuo 
of His roign of righteousness and pence, mid anticipate 
with joyful contidonco tho triumph of His cause nnd the 
establishment of His princely dominion. 

■I. Finally, we should a lwnys *tck to learn and xhiy tt»- 
nctr song no/r on rarik, that wo may be prepared to join in 
tho higher prnisos of the redeemed i« heaven. The object 
and matter of prnise nro the same in tho song of saints on 
earth and in licavcn. It is Christ nnd His salvation— 
Christ exalted to rule, and administering the whole 
government in providence and grace— that form the burden 
of the song, the beginning and end of the saints' prnise— 
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the chorus of holy angels nnd of the whole crcution. With 
this objoct mid inutlor, it dooply concorns uh lo bo oxpori- 
moiitnlly ucuunintcd. Wo bogin lo sing tho now song, 
when, tuught by 0»o Spirit, ww cmbmco Clirint us our 
own Saviour nnd nil our salvation. Tho oxporioiico of 
His power nnd love will eons I mi n un to utter tho joyful 
InngiMgo of npproprintu.ii nnd of honrtfolt coididonco, 
"Dohold, God is my salvation. I will trust nnd not bo 
nl'ruid; for the J-ord Jcliovuh is my ntrongth nnd Hong. Ho 
nlso is become my salvation." (lea. xii. 2.) Au wo obtain 
now discovorics of His love nnd matchless excolloncy; us wo 
pnrtnke of new delivomnces nnd privileges, nnd hnvu tin* 
liojio of wilvution increased, our honrU uro ullunod, mid. 
with now nnd elovnlcd nfFoctioiis, wo speak aloud tho voice 
»f Mis praise. Wo sing tho Now Song in times of trouble. 
Wo lmvo songs in tho night, nnd to vhoor us in our pilgrim- 
age. Li ho Luther, n saint can wiy, "When I boliovo I eing; 
iny troublo is gone.*' Not content willi boingAolitury singers, 
we invite others to join in tho song; nnd ns wo bohold still 
fjrentor wonders in tlio rorson ami work of tho Snviour, and 
iu the glory of 1 Jit* salvation spreading throughout the earth, 
and displayed in its full elfulgenco iu glory, wo dolight iu 
tho prospcel of singing tho song of the redeomod in tho im- 
mediate presence oi" tho Ijimb in glory. Thus do wo put on 
a mcotiiess for the full inherituueo of tho saints in light. 
Wo uro t mi nod hero to tho employ meats of the faint* made 
perfect in henven. We enjoy earnests of bliss; nnd when 
our work on earth is done, and our training coinplolcd, wo 
shall come with gladness nnd rejoicing into M tho palace of 
the King," to abide for over. Tho vials of pmyorwill bo laid 
nside, nnd with harps of gold ever iu tunc, nnd with loudest 
nnd sweetest melody, wc shnll thou Biug for over tho now 

BOllg, "TllOlT AUT WOHTIIV TO TAKK TIIK BooK, AXI> TO Ol'KN 
TIIK SKAL3 TIIKUKOK, FOH TllOU WAST BlJMX, AXD llAJJT RK- 
UKKUKl) VS TO Goi) BY TllY 1U.OOD OLT OK KVKRY KIXDRKD, ASD 
TOXOUE, AXD 1-KOl'I.K AXU XATION ; AND 1IA8T MAlJK US UNTO OUR 

Goi> klnos and miners, axi> vk shall iikiok ox tiik kartii." 



THE FRUITS OF THE EFFUSION OF 

THE SPIRIT. 

Isaiah xliv. o — " One tdinll sny, I am tin- Lord'*: mid iiuollii-r 
ulinll cnll himwir by (ho iiiimo of Jncob; find nnother ahull 
Miibocribo with liin hand unto the Loitl, nnd suniiiinc liimwlf l>v 
tlic nnim* of Isrncl." 

Tiib opening- vorscs of thin chaptor contain a very rich 
viow of God's sovereign grnco and covonuuUmorcy towards 
II is ransomed pooplc. At tlio oloso of the preceding 
chnpter, II o com pin ins thai Israel, though near to Him in 
profession nn<l privilege, had not only wilhholdcu from Him 
tho appointed sacrifices and oflorings, but that they had 
oven "wearied Him with their transgressions, and had 
made Him .serve with thoir wins." Yet, instead of wholly 
rojccling Uiom becuuso of their griovous provocations, Ho 
proclaims His nauio nnd glory as a win -pardoning God. 
"I, even I, am He that blotto I h out thy transgressions 
for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins." 
(Isa. xliii. 25.) Thou, when they oMend yet the more, He 
declnroH tho tokens of His fearful displeasure, and tho 
dread choatisomouts that wero inllictcd for thoir back- 
sliding and robollion, "Therefore I havo profaned the 
princes of the sniiclunry, and have given .Tacob to the 
curse, and Israel to roproachos. " 

In Uio commencement of this chapter thoro is exhibits 
an attractive and wondrous display of Jehovah's condes- 
uousion and reigning grace. Tho samo people, who had 
been apostate and rebellious, nro addressed, "Yot now 
hear, Jacob, my sorvnnt, and Israel whom I have 
chosen." Although they had grievously sinned, and won* 
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punished, TTo invites thorn lo lionr ntlontivoly His assur- 
ances of deliverance, and His promise of tho richest 
blessings. Jacob is owned ns His "servant," mid Israel 
ns chosen for Himself and honoured. ITo had " formed 
them from the womb." Their origin as a lavonnnt- people 
and nation was from Hi* sovereign lovo and abounding 
grace. While H« guarantees to thorn Honsonable help, 
he addresses thorn with pcciiliur airection and ondcar- 
uiunt — us objects of His eternal choice and fervent lovo. 
'■ Fenr not, o Jacob, my servant, and thou Jesharun whom I 
huve chosen." Though thoy have greatly Binned, thoy need 
not fenr thnt lie will liiiully abandon and destroy thorn. 
Willi pcculinr tenderness Ho stylos them "Jcshurim" — 
His "upright, dear people," or, as in tho Soptungint 
version, " Beloved Israol." ° Thon Ho declares what He 
will do in tho greatness of His lovo and tondor mercy. 
He would confer upon them tho largest, richest blessings 
in copious nbimdnncc. "1 will pour water upon him thnt 
is thirsty, and Hoods upon tho dry ground. 1 ' This is the 
plentiful effusion of the Spirit, when times of revival nnd 
refreshing como to the church from the presence of the 
Lord. This is a blessing tho greatest thnt can bo imparted 
to a people — ono in which ministers, and especially 
parents, have a special, peculiar interest. If children 
mnuifest tho fruit of enrly dedication, and tho sons of 
Won becoino as " plants grown up in their youth," it is 
through the outpouring of tho Spirit. " I will pour My 
Spirit upon thy seed, and My blessing upon thine 
offspring." (Vor. 3.) Then tho happy effect is rapid nnd 
luxuriant spiritual growth — abundant increase in vigour 
and beauty. "They triiall spring up ns among the grass, 
as willows by the water-courses." This promised blessing 
wo should earnestly, constantly, seek for ourselves and 



" Thirt iiuino occurs only four time* in tlio Diblo — in l>uut. xxxii. 
li; xxiiii. J, 20; and hure it Iiha been taken m a dcrivalivu of 
vixlcnnnciit—u full title of affection. 
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others in tho church, as well for the present ns for future 
generations. What family, congregation, or community 
can be prosperous and hnppy without this? The enlarge- 
ment and spiritual iufluoncc of tho church are evidently 
dependent upon the fulfilment of the promise; and it 
should thorcfore over ho matter of assured belief and of 
fervent supplication. Another precious effect of tho 
offusiou of the Spirit is a solemn profession and covenant 
dedication — " Ono shall say, I am the lord's," &c. Tho 
promise contnined in those oppressive words has been 
referred to tho calling and fulness of tho Gentiles, and to 
proselytes numorous joining thoinsolvcs to the Ixml and 
I lis people in times of revival and spiritual blessing. This, 
however, issusceptiblo of a widor application, nstltc certain 
iiccomplishmont of tlio Spirit's powerful operation, and tho 
blessed consequences of all gcuuino spiritual revival. For 
ourselves, it deeply warns us to lay to heart this precious 
promiso, and to realise and exhibit this spirit of joyful 
profession and of devoted dedication. Wo notice — 

I, TlIK SOLEMN I'HOKKSSION MADE. 

"Oxe shall say, I am the Lord's." Tlio declaration 
intimates thut numbers will voluntarily and emphatically 
make tho declaration, and that this is to bo dono constantly 
in our whole spirit, words, and conduct. Any one. of 
whntover stnto and condition, and every ono on whom the 
Spirit is poured out, shall openly nnd joyfully exclaim, "I 
am tho Lord's." 

This is, fint, tho profe**ion of true religion made indi- 
vidually, and by numbers in the visible church. The 
certain offect ol" the effusion of tho Spirit, nnd the conse- 
quence of spiritual growth, aro such a solomn, open, full 
profession. It is made either by Israel revived nnd 
quickened, or by others who "come to join thomsolvos to 
tlio Lord nnd His people." Tho "sons of tho stranger," 
that "tako hold of (iod's covenant, that join thomsolvos to 
the Lord, to lovo Ilis nnrao and serve Him." make thie 
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profession. Tho glory of tho futuro day of onlargomonl 
and blowing nhnll bo soon horo. "Ton men shall tako 
hold of tho skirt of Him that is a Jour, saying, Wo will go 
with you; for wo huvo heart! that God is with you." (Zooh. 
viii. 23.) Tho tonus of tho profession aro singularly 
significant and oxprossive. Thoy uro tho uttornnco of tho 
honrt, tho declared purposo of tho lifo, tho emphatic 
languogo of tho whole conduct. "To Jehovah I belong." 
"tor Jehorah I am." This is tho substnnco of all truo 
profession of roligion. Arising from tho habitual fooling 
that we aro not, and in no sonso should bo our own, it 
proclaims openly, and without resorvo, that our porsons, 
spirits, aclions, and wholo livos belong nlono to Johovah. 
"Ono" shall sny this. Anothor and another shall doclaro 
it. Great numbers shall yot como and joyfully proclaim it. 
"And of Ziun it shall bo said, This and that man was 
born in her; and tho Highest Himsolf shall establish her." 
(Ps. lxxxvii. 5.) Mon of ovory rank, and whatovor may 
hnvo boon their previous condition, shall bo constrained to 
avouch themselves to bo tho Lord's. Whilo this is the 
profession of the wholo bolioving church collectively, 
each individual shall mako it for himself ; and in rotation 
to nil tho duties and privileges of religion, his willing and 
joyful declaration will ever bo, " I nm tho Lord's." 

This declaration, moreover, implies that the person 
belongs to Johovah by the highest claim*, and by every possible 
right. He who calls Jacob by his numo, says, "Thou art 
mine; I hnvo chosen thoo." Tho object of Divino favour 
and choico says in reply, "Lord, I nm thino; save mo! 
I hnvo sought Thy precepts." (Ps. cxix. O'l.) Jehovah's 
claims upon II is peoplo's homago and dovoted sorvice are 
tho etrongost and tho fullest. They aro His by porfoct 
ownership, and by tho right of abundant benevolence. He 
gavo them existence, and formed thoni after His imago. 
Ho loved and choso thorn from all otcrnity. Tho Saviour, 
who uudortook to recover thorn when they were lost, and 
lo bring them to God, recognises tho Father's choico as the 
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basis of His euroty-ongngemcnt. "Tliiuo they wore, and 
Tliou gavest thom me." They woro ; 'rodcomcd to Go<l by 
Hie blood." Bought with nn unspeakably precious price, 
thoy "arc not thoir own." (1 Cor. vi. 20.) They nro 
God's rodoomod; "tho ransomed of the Lord, flint return 
and corao to Zion." Called by tho Spirit, they nro separ- 
ated from tho world, and brought into tho family of God. 
The day of their awnkoning nnd regeneration was thoir 
"time of love." In nmnziug condosconsion, the Redeemer 
brings thom near to Himself, nnd owns thom as His. '"I 
spread my skirt ovor thoo, and covered thy nnkeduoss; yon, 
I swaro unto thoo, and enlorod into covenant with thoo, 
saitli tho Lord God, and tliou becamest mine." (Ezok. 
xvi. 8.) By their own personal dedication of ton ronowod, 
thoy yield thoni9olve.H to tho Lord. Thus, by sovorcign 
purposo and choico, by lovo distinguishing nnd unchnngo* 
able, by all that Ho hns done for tliom in tho way of grace 
nnd mercy, by nil right nnd every possible claim, wo nro 
tho Lord's. 

Again, this profession implies that ho who mukes it is 
for Jehovah — io be throUd to Hix xcrru't. " On n shall nn,y t 
For Jehovnh I am." Constrnined by tho lovo of Christ, 
wo "livo not to ourselves," but to tho Lord. The 
langungo of a true profession, tho utterance of the heart 
feeling tho obligation of the Saviour's lovo, is, "0 Lord, 
truly I am Thy servant I am Thy servant, and tho son 
of Thy handmaid." (Ps. cxvi. 15.) To be for Johovnh is 
to bo for His name, to avouch His truth, to bo with His 
people, to profess nnd maintain His cause, nnd to bo rondy 
to do nny work that Ho appoints. When Ho calls to any 
service, wo willingly rcs]ioiid to His call. " Horo nm I, 
send ino." Tho invitation to God's servico requires an 
entiro surrondor, nnd implies mutual, solemn stipulations. 
" Tliou shnlt ubido for ino mony days; tliou shall not bo 
for another man ; so will I also bo for thoo." (Hos. iii. 3.) 
Like tho ongagemout of tho Hebrew bond-servnnt (Exod. 
x.\i. 1-7), it is n contract of lovo, n stipulation willingly 
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mudo to renin in in tlio Muster's houso, nnd to sorvo Him 
for over. If we ontor into if, wo nro pledged to bo oil 
His nido, and lo npi>onr for His ciut.se. Wo are to stnnd 
up for hi* interests, to labour to promoto His glory, 
nnd to live for His praise. "A fife of hot inns it a lift of 
renewed acts of self -dedication;"* nnd tho substance of nil 
true sclf-surreiidi-r is centred in the declaration, "For 
Johovnli I urn ; " or, in the innttor of the excellent Tholuck, 
" Him, axi» Him auoxe." 

Tho dcclnmtion denutos, in the fullest souso, to h Hi* 
wholly and fur cm: The words nre put in the most 
emphatic form, "For Johovnli I." Thoy imply thut the 
person who so speaks is for Him exclusively; for Him nnd 
none else; to be nnd net in nothing otherwise. It is nn 
engagement to serve, to oboy His will at nil times, nnd in 
nil places nnd cirt-n instances. When wo voluntarily innko 
it, wo nre henceforth pledged to Buffer patiently nil that He 
appoints: to be willing to live whero Ho directs, die whon 
and how lie please*, lie down in the grave according to 
His will, as we hope to be raised 03* His power in tho 
resurrection or the just; to stand in our lot in the end of 
the days, and to serve and enjoy Him for ever in the 
world of glory. Taken in its twofold expression, "To 
Jehovah I bolong — For Jehovah I am." this is the most 
solemn and comprehensive profession. Yet, to the whole 
extent of its meaning, it is ours if we linve been re- 
generated and nro believers in Clirist ; if wo nre aright 
engaged in His sen-ice, nnd arc necepted in holy 
ordi nances. 

How is such n profession made? Tho emphatic 
declaration of the text implies Uint it is made publicly, with 
the tefiole dctirc and purpose of the heart. When ono fools tho 
value of the soul's salvation, nnd ombrncos Christ as 
offered in tho Gospel, giving Himself to Hiin, he Buys, 
"I am the Jjord's." Appropriating Him for salvation, bo 

• Mntlhew llcnrr. 
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declares, "My bolovod is Mine, and I um His." A* 
unbelief is dispelled, ho delights in embracing the .Saviour 
as his, and in surrendering himself wholly to Him, 
exclaiming in tho language of faith and * of fervent 
affection, "My Lord nnd iny God." 

Wo say this in prayer. In the spirit of adoption, ** we 
cry, Abba, Father." This is our wny of plendiug at the 
mercy-sent ; this our prevailing argument in prnyor, "Lord, 
I am Thino; O savo me." "Behold, see, we 'beseech 
Thee; wo nro nil Thy people." 

In soloinn personal covenanting we give utterance to such 
words. The acts of a li%*ing faith imply the surrendering 
of ourselves to tho Lord; and this, t<K>, is the spirit of 
"effectual fervent prayer." In frequent self-dedioaliou 
wo yield ourselves lo the ljord, and, by solemn vowing, wo 
engngo to bo His alone; to love and to servo Him." 

Devout attendance upon holy ordinances gives utterance 
to such a profession. Wo "join ourselves to the Lord: lo 
servo Him, to love (he name of the Lord; (o he His 
servants." (Isn. Ivi. G.) In the public assemblies of tho 
sanctuary God's people are owned in tho most on ilea rod 
relation. "Thy Maker is thy husband." "Ye shall be 
to mo a peculiar poople, and a kingdom of priests." 
Exulting in the privilege, they joyfully doclare, "This is 
my Ueloved, and this my Friend, daughters of Jeru- 
salem." (Song v. 16.) In the aeti»m of n life conscornted 
to God, wo proclaim in the most impressive manner that 
to Jehovah wo bolotig, nnd for Him ulono we are. This 
is the strong interpretative language of the conduct. A 
man's spirit and principles aro known by his life. His 
deportment is I ho clearest exponent of his profession. 
When wo nppoar ontho Lord's side, this is the most mnrkod 
testimony that we do not live to ourselves, but to Him who 
died to save us. This is language so plain tlml alt can 
understand it. True Christians are " living epi*th*" to 
" bo soon nnd read of all men." 1'Vom their spirit and 
action**, it is designed that others should take knowledge 
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of thorn, that thoy huvo boon with Jobuh. Thoy axe 
"children of light," and are required to shine, that othora, 
seeing their good works, may glorify thoir Father in 
liiuvoii. Thus should thoy spoak constantly in their 
wluilo life, nml thus should thoir notions boar testimony 
after dcuth. "Ho boing dead, yot spoakoth." " Thoy 
rest from thoir labours, mid thoir work* do follow tlioni." 

II. Calling tiikiiski.vks " i»y tiik xamk of Jacou." 

"Another" shall -so idontify himself with Jacob's 
nntiou mid religion us to ORsumo tho Hamo namo. Or, 
omitting tho word " himsolf," whioh is not ox pressed in 
tho original, " Ho shall call in pmyor by tho namo of 
Jacob." * Thcso viows may bo ho blended aa to ex prow 
community of intoresl, profession, and privilogo, and fel- 
lowship in acts of solomn \rors)iip. 

Tho nnnio Jacob designates God's pooplo in a tow and 
Aexpixtd condition. Tho piilrinrch, subjected to wandoriug 
and injury, is tho einbloiu of tho boliovor in his overy-day 
trials, diversified and of long contiiiunuco; and is tho type 
of the church n (Meted, oppressed, and persecuted. She is 
spokon of as "worm Jacob;" she is "email," unable of 
hersolf to " nriso," and having nono to help her. She is 
Zion, forsaken nnd dosolato, that " no man looketh of tor. 11 
Notwithstanding, truo converts, with interest and desire, 
call thomsolvos by this namo. When tho Spirit is poured 
out, the membors of tho church joyfully boar tho roproaoh 
of Christ's cause, and account it thoir honour to share in 
the trials and privations whioh a faithful profession entails. 
" Thy servants tnko pleasuro in hor stonos, and favour tho 
dust tlioroof." (Ps. cii. 14.) 

Taking tho name of Jacob implies incorporation with 
Goa?$ peopU. To wear tho samo name implies the fullest 
identity. As whon Jacob brought his two sons to his 
father for a blessing, tho aged patriarah said, " Thoy shall 

" Tho Chaldeo irndor* it, " He shall prmy in tho namo of Jacob." 
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be mino," a* arc " Ruobon nnd Simoon/' so boliovors, 
calling thomsolvos by tlio nnrao of Jacob, ore ono with the 
church in tho most intimato and ondeared fellowship. 
Their profession that God is theirs implies that His people 
too arc theirs. Like Ruth, forsaking her kindred and 
nativo land, they forget their own people and thoir futhcr's 
house, nnd declaro — " Thy pcoplo ahull bo my |>eoplo, and 
thy God my God." Wo nro " ono body," united to the 
living Hend, nnd are "membors ono of nnothor." And us 
a visible society, by full incorporation, \vc enjoy tho samo 
rights and share tho samo cknrtorcd privileges, as wo wil- 
lingly conio under obligations to do mid suffer all tlmt 
mich fellowship demands. 

Culling ono's self by Jacob's name in, furthermore, ox- 
prossivo of rtrong affection and endeared communion. Tho 
parties in the conjugal relation have tho same name, nnd 
this indicates tho tondorcst, oxclusivo olfaction. Christ and 
His church nro ofton designated by a common name. Ho 
is "Israel" ns sho is termed "Christ" mystical. (1 Cor. 
xii. 1*2.) This is exprcssivo not only of idontily in cove- 
nant, in Huiforing, und glory, but likewise iu tho strongest, 
iinchnugcublo lovo. Our followship with tho church is iu 
tlio union of heurts attracted to Christ, nnd inhabited by 
tho snmo Spirit. It is tho communion of mutual lovo. 
Loving ll.im who bogots, wo lovo all thnt are bo- 
gotton of Him. Tho "saints on earth " are *' the excel- 
lent" iu whom is nil our "doUght." With hearts knit 
together in lovo, wo lmvo complacency in their company — 
in thoir graces, attainments, labours, nnd privileges. 
With a spiritual n flection which affliction, instead of 
abating, only strengthens and intensifies, believers lmvo 
all thoir rest in tho church of Christ. They love tho habi- 
tation of God's houso. Am (hey take tho nnmo of Jacob, 
thoy joyfully express their delight in Zion— " This is my 
rest forovor: hero will I dwell; for I have desired it" 
(Ps. exxxii. 1-1.) " My soul longotli, yna, oven faintoth 
for tho courts of tho Lord: my heart and my (lesh criotli 
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out for the living God." "AH my springs are in thoo." 
(Ps. Ixxxiv. '2; Ixxxvii. 7.) 

The assuming of Jacob's name, again, expresses idonti- 
ficntion with God's people in M t character, mid trial*. 
"Ho shall choose our inheritance' for us. tlio oxcvllouey of 
Jacob whom ho loved.'* (Ps. xlvii. 1.) Ah Ittrucl of old 
wok God's chosen people, mid the portion of thoir inhori- 
tnnce in Cunnnu was assigned them by lot, ho tlio elect 
hcivo their conditions of work, and warfare, and nf Miction 
allotted lo thoiu in inlinite wisdom nnd love. Jehovah 
Himself is "tlio portion of their inheritance and of their 
cup: He maintains their lot." (Ps. xvi. 5.) Their lot, 
which is determined in the covenant of pence, amidst ita 
changes, trials, und conflict*, is a lot of privilego and 
blessing. Thoy uro heirs of the promise— of life, hoira of 
God. and joint-heirs with Christ. The redeemed hnvo a 
common lot in pray or, in Hutforing nnd u Miction, in dolivor- 
nnco and victory Thoy are partakers of "the common 
Mil vat ion." ns they wait for its perfect enjoyment. Thoir 
lot on earth is in the covenant, which is "ordered in nil 
thing* and Miro." Yet trials are to be endured along 
tlio whole course of it. These are all sont, however, in 
sovereign love nnd louder mercy; nnd, in the end, thoy 
"yield tho peaceable fruits of righteousness." (Hob. xii. 
II.) Their death nnd their rest in tho grave aro at the 
time appointed; nnd in tho future glory thoy sit down 
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, in their assigned place 
in tho kingdom of heaven. They put on nnd display hero 
tho character of God's Jacob — that of n people, separate, 
peculiar, prayorful, and holy. They arc a seed of blowing 
in the earth. "He shall cause them that coino of Jacob 
to tnko root: Israel shall blossom nnd bud, and fiU the 
face of tho world with fruit." (Isu. xxvii. G.) 

Lastly, thoso who call themselves, and who aro called 
by tho name of Jacob, book the bte*titi(ft of 0<xT* coremrni 
people. These are diversified, peculiar, und rich beyond 
measure. As in the prophotic benediction of Isaac, pro- 
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nounccd on Jacob, tho 'Mow of heaven" was placed first 
so tho Spirit's gracious influences, descending copiously, 
aro quickening, und purifying, nnd refreshing, and forti- 
lizing. Liko tho blessing of Joseph, who was separate 
from his brethren, they nro blessings of the lien von and 
tho earth, in all places, of illimitablo extent, nnd of ever- 
lasting duration. They comprehend nil temporal, spiritual, 
and eternal blessings. The}' are enjoyed through Christ, 
and aro shared with Him on earth nnd in heaven. "Tho 
Lord God is a sun nnd shield. Ho will givo grace and 
glory ; and will withhold no good from them that walk up- 
rightly." (Ps. lxxxiv. 11.) In the fullest sense, those who 
vail themselves by tho nninc of Jacob are they who nro 
identified with Jacob in lot nnd character — shuro Jacob's 
portion; and blessings of every kind arc theirs forever. 
The blessing of Abraham, large nnd all-comprehensive, 
porta ins to tho Gentiles by faith. "I will bless them thut 
bless thee, und curse him that cursctk thee; und in thee 
shall all the families of the enrlh be blessed." (Gen. xii. :J.) 



III. The ii.ytificatiox of soj.kmx covkxaxt-exgacemkxts. 

"Another shull subscribo with his hand to the Lord." 
Tho different declarations of tho verso aro made according 
to Hebrew parallelism. Tho first member, "I am the 
Lord's," corresponds to the third, " shull subscribe with 
his hand to the Lord;" and tho second, -shall call himself 
by the nomo of Jacob," agrees will* tho fourth, "surname 
himself by the name of Israel." The expression— sub- 
scribing with the hand to Jehovah— has boen differently 
understood. It has boon rendered writing or inscribing 
on his hand, and has been referred to a puncture by 
writing or staining on the hand, or other purts of the 
body, indicating authority or ownership; as an idolater in 
marked with tho name or symbol of his god, a slave with 
the name of his master, a soldior with thut of his 
commander. Thus understood, it implies that- the ono men- 
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tionod auuoics or tetar* the mark of (rue dovotcdnoss. The 
early Christians wore accustomed, by marking thoir wrists 
or arms with the sign of tho crow, or the name of Christ, 
"to dcclaro that they woro separated from othon*. and that 
they cstoomed it their honour nnd bodge of aistinction to 
wear tho nninc of Christ, nnd to be devoted to His service." 
Tho followers ot Antichrist nro said to hnv© " Iho mark of 
the beast on their forehend nnd right hand," (Hew xx. -I). 
indicating thnt, under his power, they owe him nbsoluto 
subjection and devoted obedience. The Idimb's company, 
standing on Mount /ion, have the VatherV name inscribed 
on their foreheads. The name in tho most consi>ieuouB 
place declares their open and full profession. They are 
children of their heavenly Father, wearing Hit* image, 
omployed nbout His business, and reflecting His glory. 
Thus tho name on tho hand declares that the I,»ord has 
upon us tho claim of full proprietorship, and that wo aro 
wholly consecrated to II is service. We are willing to be 
overywhero thus known aiid distinguished. We esteem 
it our highest honour to be servants of the Uest of master*. 
Wo glory in the Captuin of. our salvation; and, with Ilia 
nnmo inscribed upon us, we light under His standard, 
yield up our lives to His service, nnd eonfido in His sure 
and aU-suflicionl help nnd protection. 

This subscription is especially the toktn of *oltmn per*mwl 
dedication. The writing is not so much on tho hand ns with 
it. It is the ONpressivc sign of a contract ratified, tho 
token of a compact or covenant solemnly confirmed. 
Covenants are not regarded ns complcto till tho signature 
of tho contracting parties is attached. There may or may 
not bo tho oath of tho covenantors, but tho signature is 
cssontinl to givo form and validity to the instrument. (See 
Jer. xxxii. 10, 12, '14.) When tho returned captives, in a 
season of gracious rovival, ontored into a ronowed covenant- 
engegomont, the names of the princes, Levitos, and priests 
were subscribed to the bond. "Because of all this, we 
mako a sure covenant, and write it, and oar princes, 
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Lovites, and priests soul unto it." (Nob. ix. 38.) Thus, too, 
we "subscribe with our hand" unto Jehovah. Aceopting 
His gracious offor in tho Word, wo sot to our sonl that 
God is true. Taking Him to bo our Lord und Master, wo 
yield ourselves wholly to Him, mid consent to bo His 
devoted servants. AVithout rcsorvc, wo dedicuto oursolro* 
to His sorrico, mid, coming under soloinn explicit engage- 
ments, wo cannot hesitnto to outer into n personal covonnnt, 
or to attest by our sign-ninnuul thai wo have pi wiped 
ourselves by sacred vows to u life of holy obedicucc. " Thy 
vows are upon me, God. I will render praises unto 
Thoo." (Ps. lvi. 12.) "I hove sworn, and I will porform it. 
that I will keep Thy righteous judgments." (Ps. c.\i.\. tOG.) 
This is dono in xfttting ordinances, and through the 
quickening of the Spirit. Tho subscription with thohund is 
c.xprcssivo of tho nature of n right profession, and of tho 
mode in wliieh it is fully declared and ecu firmed. Tho 
numo is given to God at the time that we separate our- 
selves from olhors and join ourselves to tho Lord. In 
scaling ordinances it is publicly enrolled by tho voluntary, 
deliberate act of hint who makes (he profession. In baptism 
"our ongngemont is to be the Lord's." The lord's 
Supper ib a soul of tho now covenant, ratifying to tho 
worthy par Ink ore the enjoyment of its highest privileges. 
Tho communion enjoyed in it is that of the nearest follow- 
drip with God and the .saints. "The brend which we 
broak, is it not the communion of the body of Christ ?" 
"For wo being many are ono bread, and on© body: for wo 
arc all partakers of that one broud." (1 Cor. x. 1C, 17.) 
In tho Lord's Supper solemn pergonal eovenuuts are 
suitably brought forth and nitilicd. The sacred symbols 
of Christ's body and blood furnish the most impress! vo 
Bonis and sanctions of acts of Bolf- dedication. It serves a 
vuluablo purjwso to lmvo explicit federal ongngeinonls, 
whether in writing or otherwise, brought for confirma- 
tion to the sacramental feast. The proctico of personal 
and social covenanting would uppcur to require this. Such 



HO 
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was the practice of tho primitive Christians * Thw was 
adopted by our covenanting forefathers in seasons of 
rovivnl and in times of persecution and severe trial- And 
this is sanctioned byourvonorablo Westminster Slumlords, 
when thoy represent tho baptismal ordinnnco as bringing 
us under nn •■ engagement to bo tlio Lord's." 

Subscribing with tho hand is designed for n itamlity 
teitut**, mid to iTh/vuu «i <t"P amm »/ ptrmanmt obligation 
,tjfc» oursrhes and others. Tho written signature remains n 
testimony to others, for tho present and f uturo gonornt ions, 
of our full Scriptural profession, mid of onliro dodiaition 
to the liedcomer's son-ice. It declares that wo havo 
enrolled ourselves among tho friends of God; that wo have 
opened our mouth to tho ]»rd; and thul wo nro not at 
liberty to go back. We thoroby proclaim to nil the 
paramount claims of our Muster, tho oxcolloncy of His 
yoke, nnd that His sorvico is perfect freedom. And when 
we shall have rested from all earthly labours, and our 
work in the service of Christ horo is ended, tho subscrip- 
tion with our hand to the Lord, standing on record, 
attests our full and heart 3* ongngemont. A clause nt the 
conclusion of some forms of personal covenanting has 
special reference to the influence of such ratification of 
solemn vows upon future generations : — "God grant, 
when 1 am lying in tho grnve, tlint othors, sooing my 
signature attached to this transaction, may bo thereby led 
to yield themselves to the I^ord in a liko solemn ongago- 
meut." I The subscription deopens tlio sense of obligation, 
and supplies u powerful inotivo to all lioly living. It 
stands as a witness against all tiikcwaniinoss nnd apostney. 
The record of former acts of sacred vowing, and of the 
names of thuso who niado thorn, speaks loudly encourage- 
niont and warning to those who nro called to God's 
service ; as our names, appended lo sacred engagements, 

• Sec Hiiiy's loiter lo tho Emperor Trojan. 

t Soo sriceimoiiN nf personal •itvcmmtiiig in P-wMrid^N "lti*; nm l 

Projjrv*- ot ](eliRi<m in the Soul.** 
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may, in future time, lead others to make the like devoted 
surrender. Thus is tho work of God in /ion declared "to 
the gonGratiou following." (Pa. xlviii. 13,) " Tho testi- 
mony and law loft in Isrnol are Uiuh mndo known to 
children which should be born, who should uriso and 
declare thoin to their childron." Vs. Ixxviii. C.) * 

IV. Si*nx.\Mixa oxr's selk iiv the name ok Ishael. 

This indicates that union to Got! 1 * ]*,tnl U r<g<tr<U<l an a 
chief distinction. .Surnames, which were anciently not in 
use, woro introduced oither by changing former names or 
by adding now ones. They were adopted to indicnto the 
closest union, and an eminent distinction and privilege. 
Tho name Abrnm was changed to Abnihum by inserting 
a letter of God's incominunic-nblo name, and declaring the 
honour conferred upon tho patriarch in becoming (he 
"Fntlior of many nations.' 1 Instead of the name Jacob — 
a supplanter, is given that of Isniol — a prince of God, us 
proclniining tin; honour conferred of provuiling with (tod 
in wrestling prayer. Surniimcs are the family designa- 
tion. Tho person who voluntarily assume* the name of 
Umol declares thai he has entered into the family of 
faith, which in heaven and earth is immed after Christ. 
He esteems this as his highest privilege and most eminent 
distinction. As Joseph, when in tho highest station in 
Kgypt. brought his two sons to Jacob, his father, that they 
might be culled by his name, and regnrded this an 
honour above the highest nobility in Kgypt, so tho sur- 
name of Israel, rightly taken, trnnscends nil earthly 
honour and distinction. 



■ Jiitliritmnly liii* it bevn rnnurkul, '■ Kvrry profi-wor of nligifii 
dmuM rvnu-inlior llint hi* i»ruf»'**ion Int.* all llie foi»- uf a miIohiii 
compact. He )nw voluntarily Milwrrilicd lii- iintm-, uml «nn.i]M 
liiiiuttlf uinonp the frk-nil* »<f dtu\. Tlioro i» tin iitrniimni of n iimrv 
binding niitnr.- than llmt wliirli nnius liim in |hiMk pp'ft^-ioii »■ 



82 TIIK KIll'ITS OF T11K EFFVSIOX OK T1IK 81'IBIT. 

This surname import* ytecial farwr and pew with Gotf. 
Tho name Israel was first given whon the patriarch 
had power with God in wrestling with t ho nngel. Instead 
of tho name Jncob, which designates the believer nnd 
the church in n low. trioil condition, it is indicative of 
special fnvour. Tho no me Israel is expressive of con- 
flict and victory. It wns less by bodily effort than by con- 
flict of spirit that Jncob overcome. Uy earnest, wrestling 
prayer, we. too, prevail with God: by clinging nnd 
holding fast, we obtain tho blessing. Vet this is wholly 
through Divine fnvour, and by strength communicated. 
As Jncob wns made soneiblc of his weakness beforo he 
prevailed, that the blessing might be scou to be wholly of 
Divine fnvour, so it is through God's strength that wo are 
made strong, nnd by His grace that wo overcome. The 
two witnesses are given power from on high. As Israel, 
in wrestling, wo prevail with God for tho blessing; nnd 
ore victorious over enemies. We ore. oven now, " more 
than conquerors" through Him (hot loved us. Of ench 
warrior in the spiritual conflict it maybe declared. "13y 
his strength He hod power with God. Yea, ho had power 
over tho angel, and prevailed. He wept and mndo suppli- 
cation unto Him : lie found him in Bethel, and there Ho 
spoke with us." (Hos. xii. I.) 

In taking this surname, the person accounts it »W 
hoHouTtibh to be numbered with God's Israel. The 
original term rendered ''surname himself." means to 
address in a soothing manner— to give an houournblo title. 
"I luivo snrnaincd thee," says God to Cyrus, "though 
thou host not known Me." (Isn. si v. ■!.) So especially 
does God moke and regard His saints. " Since thou wast 
precious in My sight, thou hast been honourable, and I 
have lovod thee." (Isn. xliii. 4.; AVe willingly adopt the 
honourable appellation of Israel. A profossion of true 
religion is in every way honourable; and, iu making it, we 
esteem the saints "tho excellent of tho earth." When we 
incorporate with them, we are a "royal priesthood." 
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Tlioir diameter aud work avo dignified and ouiiobling. To 
bo attendants on the King, to bo witnesses for ITis 
truth, aud servants employed in His work, is iho highest 
distinction to which any can attain. Substantial and 
lasting honours aro put upon tiioso who arc nu labored 
with Israel, compared with which all Iho glory of (ho 
world is insignificant and vain. "When earthly grandeur 
and fame, scon in their true light, arc unsubstantial and 
fading, our highest honour is to have fellowship with the 
humblest of God's people, and to do the least services for 
iho Lord of glory. In tho final blissful reward of the 
righteous, inconceivable honour and felicity aro tin* 
portion of those who choose aflliclion with iho pcoplo of 
Hod rather than the pleasures of sin, and thai est com "the 
reproach of Christ greater riches than tho treusures of 
Kgypt." (Hob. xi. 25. 2C; Luko xxii. 29, 30.) 

finally — Those who tako tho surname of Israel yield 
themselves to do tho irori- of Ixrati, as they fully inherit hit 
prirUtgt*. They dwell olono in holy separation from the 
nations. They arc witnesses for God's law and truth. 
They aro " u dow of blessing" among many people. They 
are "a holy nation, n d iu.se n generation, a royal priest- 
hood, a peculiar people." They arc selected instruments 
for establishing the kingdom of truth and righteousness in 
tho earth. Faithful to tho trust committed to thorn, they 
enjoy privileges tho most excellent and ruhmblo. They 
are a covcnnnl-peoplo— Jacob, "tho lot of his inheritance." 
Thov are "great" by being over '-near to God" and 
under His special protection, and encompassed with His 
favour as a shield. They aro preserved as "the apple »f 
His eye," and nro esteemed His "peculiur treasure." 
"The eternal God is their refuge, and underneath are 
the ovorlasting arms." A "blessed pcoplo" are they 
•■ whose God is the Un\V "Happy art thou, Israel; 
who is liko unto (lice, pcoplo saved by the Lord, tho 
shield of thy holp r and who is tho sword of thy oxcel- 
lencv: and thine enemies shall he liars unto thee; 
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and thou ehnlt tread upon their high places." (Dout. 
xxxiii. L>7-29.) 

I.v Conclusion — 
Virst — Tlio .subject suggests matters of nolemn self-triaL 
Wo may ascertain whethor wo have boon ronowed by tin 
Spirit, nnd nro subjects of Mis gracious influences. When 
Mo ia poured out ns wnter on the dry ground, tlioro is life, 
increase, nnd fertility. As tho Spirit of truth, and im- 
planting in tho heart a living faith, llo leads to innko u 
spiritual profession, nnd to confirm nnd adorn it by holy 
and entiro dedication. Joining ourselves to tho I>ord, wt 
willingly incorpornto with His people; and esteem it n 
privilege nnd honour to bear their character, co-opornle 
with them in their work, nnd liavo n common lot with 
them in suffering nnd trial. It behoves us to exuniiiie 
whether wo have inado from tho honrt such a profession. 
The whole lifo should bo its exponent. Like a trco planted 
by the divisions of wnter, that "bringoth forth fruit in its 
><oa.soii. and its leaf will not wither," wo should bo fruit - 
hearing nnd prosperous. If wo linvo novcr nindo such n 
profession, wo should seek the Spirit's quickening and 
reviving influence, nnd should como nnd inako it now. 
Recognising God's paramount claims upon us, nnd all thnt 
is ours, wo should say from tho henrt, "To Johovnh I 
belong. For Jehovah I nm." Frequently should wo 
ivnow our covcmi ut- dedication ; nnd we should senrch nnd 
try ourselves whothcr wo arc living to tlio Lord, nnd in 
communion, in work, and trial, nnd privilege, with His 
mnsomed people. Wo should constantly lay to heart 
God's paramount claims, and our manifold obligations to 
respond to thoin, and to walk worthy of Him to all well- 
pleasing. A truo profession of religion should bo often 
renewed nnd confirmed by Kolomn rat ificnt ions nnd sanc- 
tions. This is a principal part of tho sorvico in holy 
scaling ordinnnces; ns wo should carefully oxnmino our 
sacred vows nnd obligations after their observance. 
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Fellowship with (ho Lord nnd His people is the ond. 
ns well ns tlio blessed fruit of the pretension to bo the 
Lord's, which is rondo by the living impulso and plenteous 
offueion of tho Spirit. 

Secondly— Our wholo rfw/y ami privilege in attending 
upon Divino ordinances are lioref nnd horc, too, uro our 
life-work and blesti/iy. We nro not our own; nnd it is 
required that to tho IiOrd nlono wo should live, to glorify 
nnd enjoy Him, now nnd for ovor. Whou enllod to any 
spiritual sorvico, wo should joyfully respond, "To Johovnh 
I belong." His clniins ujmmi inc nro absolute; His ooni- 
innnd* of tho woightest obligation. " For Johovuh I am ;" 
t' r.tnnd on His side, appear for His cause, and to receive 
with grnlitudo nnd joy tho blessings which ho confers. 
Wo should yield ourselves to tho Ijord, in holy dedication, 
nnd should dolighl in covenanting — porsonnl nnd socin). 
If wo hnvo d eel n red with our mouth thot wo uro the Ijord's. 
mid with our hand wo have subscribed tho engagement , 
wo should constantly benr in mind tho solemnity of tho 
transaction. God is a party nnd a witness in the mutter; 
and motives, tho most weighty and constraining, urge us 
to walk worthy of this holy vocation. As professed 
servants of Christ, ns covonnnted-witnesscs, we havo much 
yot to do for the ndvnncoinonl of tho glory of tho King, 
nnd for tho sal vat ion of perishing sinners. The standard 
inscribed, "For Christ's Crown nnd Covenant," is entrusted 
to us to "display because of the truth," nnd to claim the 
nations nil to tho Itadooincr us His covennntcd inheritance. 
As devoted to tho I,ord. nnd pledged to lnhour and suffer 
for His namo's snko, wo have much to do for our native 
land, for tho church in tho oarlh, and for the conversion 
of tho nations. Willi opportunities precious and pnssmg, 
with difficulties and dangers surrounding us, with prospects 
tho brightest oponing hoforo us, nnd rownrds the most 
glorious prosonted for our encouragement, wo should realise 
our dedication, nnd hencoforth live, nnd labour, nnd suffer 
ns in no wiso our own, but ns wholly the Lord's. We 
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should seek for tho church n ploiiliful effusion of tho 
Spirit, and undor its inlluoiico press forward to higher 
spiritual attainments, assured that "in duo season wo 
shall reap, if wo faint not," mid thnt tho harvest, when 
it comes, will abundantly compciiMito for nil our labour, 
and trials, and privations. Tt shall bo " n hundred fold " 
nioro in this life than all we Imvo forsaken for Christ, 
and in the world to coino life eternal. 

Finally — Lot us give evidence of n true profession, nnd 
of n full surrender to God, by taking tho name afJttrob, and 
Madly assuming the uttnuune of Urath Yielding ourselves 
to tho Lord, wo cannot but declare, ns did tho Moabitish 
convert, "Thy pcoplo shall be my people" Unite<l to the 
Living Head, wo are in unison to nil tho members of 
His mystical body, nnd hocomo in tho closest fellowship 
"members one of another." We arc identified with God's 
Jncob, however small and despised. Wo have one faith 
nnd baptism — are of one heart and Spirit. We make 
common cause with thorn in labour, nnd conflict, and 
suffering, as we become pnrtnkors with them of tho same 
holy privileges. It behoves us to bo tho instruments by 
whom Jncob shall nrieo. Professing leal allegiance to the 
King, wo should employ all our inlluoneo nt tho throne 
in pi ending for delivcmnco for Jncob. (Ps. xliv. •!); nnd 
with joyful hopes wo should nnticipnto tho era of future 
enlargement nnd blessing. "The fountain of Jncob shall 
bo upon n land of corn and wine: also his heavens shall 
drop down dow." (Dout. xxxiii. 28.) "Ho shall causo 
them that come of Jncob to tako root; Israel shall blossom 
nnd bud, nnd (ill tho faco of the world with' fruit." (Isa. 
xxvii. G.) We should evor account identi (lent ion with 
Ciod'slruo Israel — a separate, prayerful, covenanted-people 
— as in the highest degree honourable. We should con- 
stantly act so as to mako tho church's profession, fellowship, 
and ordinances, honoured. Tho holy lives of tho members 
of tho church, and thoir fruitful walk, form an attractive, 
subduing power in the world. Others tako knowledge 
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of them Unit they have boon with Josus. When /ion shall 
havo "put on her beautiful gurmonts," ami hocouio ,( tho 
joy of the cnrtli," kings shall bring their glory, and (ho 
nations their riches to her. "Ten men shall take hold out 
of all languages of the nations, oven shall take hold of the 
skirt of him that is a Jo v. saying. Wo will go with you : 
for wo havo heard Unit God is with you." (Zech. viii. 23.) 
Thus will God groatlj' lion our thorn that honour Him. To 
Israel's covenant-God wo commit you, and all your work, 
relations, and interests, couGding in His assured, faithful 
promise. "The remnant of Jacob shall bo in the midst 
of many peoplo as a dew from the Lord, as the showers 
upon tJio grass, that tarricth not for man, nor wniteth for 
the sons of men." 'Mic. v. 7.) 



THE IIEDEEMER'S EVER-EXDURTNG 

NAME. 

Psalm Uxii. IT— "Hi* namo >liull ciulun^ for ever: Hi* uitme chilli 
U- (viitimuxl :»* lonf »■- tlic miii: nnd mou »hnll lv laV«*<l iti 
Him: all nation- dmll fall Him lilted." 

Tub titlo of this btiblimo song, mid its conclusion, nro both 
noteworthy mid expressive. It is styled. "For Solomon." 
Soiuo road it *'JJy Solomon.'' the son and successor of 
David, nnd suy that ho was the inspired penman of it. It 
is much more likely that the sacred writer was David — 
•■the sweet Psalmist of Israel.*' nnd that it was indited 
bv the Holy Spirit ns a prayer for blessings u{>on tlie 
person, throne, and kingdom of Solomon; and. nt the 
same time, ns a prophecy concerning a monarch more 
glorious, nnd n dominion infinitely more illustrious, tlmii 
that of any earthly ruler, however magnificent. It is 
added, nt the close. "The prnyers of David, the son of 
Jesse, nro ended.*' This expression may indicate Un- 
close of one of tin- books into which the collection of 
inspired songs wus divided. Or if, ns is supposed by 
some, it was the last psalm that David wrote, then it 
declares the end of David's prayers to be the close of his 
life-work. 

The psalm is throughout joyful and triumphant praise, 
and is the utterance of fervent desires rospecting the cause 
nnd kingdom of Christ. It is tho outflow of the heart of 
the sacred writer, enlarged with elevating Wows of tho 
future "largo and great dominion" of Messiah, the 
Prince. "Let His glory fill the whole earth; let His 
kingdom be uuivorsnlly established; and I have enough. 
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I desire no more. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. Amen 
and Amen." 

The psalm is not to bo explained as relating portly 
to Solomon and his peaceful and prosperous administration, 
and partly to the Messiah and His kingdom established in 
the earth. Nor is it to be interpreted, ns has been 
frequently done, by regarding Solomon ns n type of 
Christ, and the different expressions as first applicable to 
the monarch of Israel, but as having their full moaning in 
the exalted Antitype. A "greater than Solomon" is the 
grand object of description in overy port of this sublime 
ode. It refers throughout to Messiah tho Prince, ns even 
Jewish writers, and all but universal tradition, uduiit. 
The lively and lofty expressions of tho Psalmist hare m> 
proper application to any earthly potentate, even the 
most mighty, or however extensive and glorious his power. 
but their force and significance arc apparent when they 
are viewed as spoken concerning Christ Jesus — the King 
and Head of tho Church, the Governor among the nations — 
and of Him alone. The imagery nnd modes of expression 
are, after the lnunner of ancient prophets, borrowed from 
the time and reign of Solomon ; but. in nil other respects, it 
is tho character and glory of Christ that nre celebrated 
throughout this psalm. 

In tho pnssogo immediately preceding the text, from 
verso 8, tho inspired seer, wrapt in prophetic vision, sees 
the Redeemers kingdom far extended nnd greatly enlnrgcd. 
Enemies aro in prostrate subjection to His sceptre of 
power. Many willing tributaries do Him homage; and 
rich nnd manifold gifts aro presented to Ilim by the ruler> 
and peoplo of different nations. He is greatly beloved and 
honoured by His faithful subjects. Prayers are offered 
doily for the establishment and prosperity of His kingdom: 
and, in grutoful praises. He is continually extolled. His 
benign government is destined to a rapid and wonderful 
expansion; and, through it. abundant blessings arc 
diffused univorsallv. like the golden fruits of a plentiful 
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nnd widc-sproad horvcst. -There shall bo u handful of 
corn in Iho oarlh upon (ho top of the mountains; tlio fruit 
thereof Hindi shake like Lohnuoii; mid thoy of the city 
shall flourish liko grass of tlio enrth." Tlio church, smiill 
and unpromising in its beginnings, liko sood howii upon 
tho Hummit of hlonk and burrou mountains, will horouflur 
spread abroad, and become prosi>orous nnd moat produc- 
tive. Its " fruit shall shnke" like tho cedars of Lebanon— 
tho ovidenco of powerful growth and ubundaiit fortility. 
Tho imagery is thus varied and very expressive "Thoy 
of the city shall Jlourish liko grass of tho earth." Tho 
indications of great spiritual prosperity aro ovory where — in 
tho waving fields of tho country, and in tho crowded city. 
Tho donizous of Xion, numerous nnd vigorous, aro rapidly 
iucrensing; verdant and lovoly as the gross, refrcshod by 
the dow and rains of heaven. Then, as is ovory way 
moot, Messiah is Himself exhibited as tho Hourco nnd 
central glory of nil (lieso rich and manifold bloesings. 
From His nunio — glorious nnd ovorhisting — from His high 
uuthority and unchanging dominion, there is tho amplest 
security tlint nil these bright predictions will bo accom- 
plished, nnd tlint nt length tho wholo curtb shall bo tilled 
with Immnnuel's glory. ''His nnmo shnll bo for over; 
His nnmo shall propagate itself in Uio prosonco of tlio sun; 
and men shall be blessed nnd bless themselves in Him; 
nil nations hIiqII call Him blessed." T^et us consider — 

1. Tu ik u.i.rsTiiiors xamk. 

His name is that by which a person is known nnd 
distinguished from others. It is usod in Script uro to 
dcsignnlc tho Person Himsolf; it is expressivo of Hi* 
nttributcs, His works, His power mid dignity, His par- 
ticular renown nnd honour. As applied to tho Rodccmor, 
exalted to universal power and authority, it is — 

His Pkiisoxai. olouy. His namo shnll bo called "The 
Mighty God, tho Fnlhor of olornity." ,v Ho is Immnnuol, 
God in our nature; God manifest in tho flesh." This nnmo 
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belongs to no otlior of tho porsons of tho Godhead, nor to 
any creature, however oxnltcd. "Thou shall call His 
lmmo Jcsue'^Jchovah-salvntion. This is tho foundation 
of the church, tho firm and immovable basis of Die 
whole superstructure of mercy. Tins Divine numo is tho 
grnnd object of all faith and peace, of nil hope and joy. 
Hie nnmo, .Tehovuh — glorious and enduring for over — 
presents to us a Saviour mighty to save. ". Testis Christ the 
snmo yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." (Hob. .\iii. 8.) 
His hematoma!, oppicks and woiik are, besides, thus de- 
signated. His natiio is inseparable from (ho nmuzing phm 
of human redoinptioii. In the covenant of grnco from 
otornity, lie was appointed the Mediator nnd Surety. Ho 
"was set up from everlasting." With willing consent, Ho 
engaged His heart to draw near to God. " He rejoiced in 
the hnbitublo parts of tho earth as His portion, nnd His 
dulights were with thosonsof men." (Prov. viii. 31.) His 
"goings forth" of love and mercy havo boon ''from of old, 
from everlasting." (Mic. v. 2.) Of the covenant of peace. 
Ho was tho Head on man's pnrt; and tlio nnmos of 
1'rophot, Priest, nnd King of tho covenant exclusively 
belong to Him. These three offices of tho Mediator are 
inseparable; in their execution, Ho never executes one 
but in intimate connection with tho others. Every 
glorious name that belongs to tho Redeemer is compre- 
hended in thorn. Ho is tho "Messenger of the covenant," 
tho Light, tho Morning Star, tho Sun of Righteousness. 
Ho is the great "High Priest" of our profession," our 
Propitiation, our constant "Advocoto" within tho veil, 
nnd nll-prtvniling "Intercessor." He is our Almighty 
King, tho "King of Miinte," "the Lord of glory." Wo 
must know IT is numo, nnd necept of Him in his threefold 
offices. Although mndo known from the beginning, no 
personal typo beforo His advent exhibited ITim in tho 
fulness nnd coinbinntion of His offices. Ho is now to bo 
Hcon in the lustre of His finished work as "the Lord our 
righteousness," "the Captuin of our salvation," made 
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" |>erfoct through sufferings;" the '• Author and Finisher" 
of our fiiitli. 

Tlis nnmo doclnros His "pomr and glory" ax a Saviour. 
All iho excellence of Christ's unmo is connected villi the 
salvation which Ho accomplished by His obedienco nnd 
siiirorings. "His glory in groat in Thy snlvnlion; honour 
find majesty hast Thou hud upon Him." (Ps. xxi. 5.) Ho 
is ''mighty to save." Ho was given "a covoiiant of the 
people," for n light of tho Gontilcs." Hi* nnmo und 
glnry lire associated with His working for His redeemed 
spirit un I deliverance, und accomplishing ovory pnrt of 
their snlvution. "I nin tho Lord: that is my nnmo: nnd 
my glory will I not give to unotlicr. neither my prnino to 
gmvou imuges." (Isn. xli. 8.) All power in heaven 
and earth are given Him, that He may give etornnl lifo to 
Mis redeemed. Ho in "nblo to save to tho uttermost 
those who conic unt«i God by Him," and He is willing and 
veady ns He is able to save. His glory consists in 
I icgi tilling, carrying forward, nnd comploting tho otornal 
Hiilvalion of tho church. Ho nlono builds the temple of 
the Lord, ''and ho will otornal ly bear the glory." (Zoch. 
vi. 13.) Each saved sinner is n sparkling gem in His 
many-jewelled crown. Ho has made to Himself "an 
everlnsting mime 1 ' by the displays of His powor and 
uiorcy in behalf of His people. This is tho undivided 
glory of tho whole costly contrivance, execution, nnd 
application of thoir Hiilvation. In its progress nnd com- 
pletion, tho innumerable comi>any of tho saved ascribe to 
Him all tho praise. AVith loud voices thoy exclaim ns 
(hey worship, "Salvation to our God which sittoth upon 
the throne, and unto the Lamb." (Kov. vii. 10.) In the 
completed salvation of tho ransomed multitudo thoro is 
displayed, with surpassing lustre, tho glory of tho lovo nnd 
grace, of tho just ico nnd holiness, of the wisdom and truth 
of u 11 the persons of tho Godhead. "The glory of God 
did lighten it, nnd the Ijimb is tho light thereof." 
(ltev. xxi. 23.) 
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This naino is the dignity and dominion to which Ho is 
advanced. "God also hath highly exulted Him; and 
given Him ft naino which is above every name: that at 
die namo of Jesus cvory knee should bow, of things in 
heavon, and things on earth, and things under the eiirth." 
(Pliil. ii. 9, 10.) This name is the universal sovereign 
dominion conferred upon Him by the Father, as the reward 
of His finished work. "All power" is "given Him in 
heaven and earth." (Matt, xxviii. 18.) ■« On His vesture 
and His thigh is a namo written, King of kings, and Lord of 
lords." (Rev. xix. 16.) His delegated dominion is of like 
extent with His original essential dominion. 1 le is Lord «f 
creation — "the first-born of ovcry creature." All things 
nro put in subjection under His feet, and nothing is loft 
that is not put under Him." He is Lord of angels: 
•'Head of nil principality and power;" '"Prince of the 
kings of tha earth;" and "Governor among the nutions." 
All creatures in tlio vast universe, all systems and swinl 
organisations, all events in Providence, are under His 
sovereign control. He has dominion over die invisible 
world, as to Him pertain 'Mho koys of hell mid of dentil.*' 
This sovereign authority of the Mediator is not an empty 
titlo or a mero name. Ho actually exercises universal and 
unlimited dominion. "Ho is Head over nil things to His 
church, whirh is His body; tho fulness of Him who fillet h 
all and all." (Kph. i. 2'2.) Throned at the Father's right 
hand, "He must reign till nil enemies are put under His 
foot." "He shall judge among the heathen, He shnll 
Jill the places with the dead bodies; He shall wound Un- 
bends over many countries." (Ps. ex. G.) 

His nnino is brightly displayed in the endeared relation* 
which Ho sustains to His redeemed. •'Itecuiisc of tin* 
t-our of Thy good ointments, Thy iiunio is ointment 
ured forth; therefore do the virgins love The.." 



sav 
|K>ur< 



• Tin- nrifciwil i* more t-spiwive limn our v.-r-ioi. (>u- •» of 
. omjuiriwoi not lioing fnimil in U. 
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(Pong i. 2.) Like costly porfumo overy whore dillusod, nud 
its ut tractive fragrance long remaining, is the Saviour ns 
Ho sustains to His pooplo the most lender relations. Ho 
is their Husband, Elder Brother, Shepherd, Physiciun, nnd 
Friend. AH theso rehilioiiN uro combined in Him. The 
excellence thut is in each separately, and in thorn all 
united, is vnstly surpiisscd in Him. When (lie lovo and 
tenderness thut exist in all theso relations are oxhnustcd, 
tlieiv remains in Hint a fulness thnt is infinite. "Ho is 
not ashamed to he called their liod, lor Ho hnth prepared 
for them a city." (Hoi), xi. 13.) How precious and ex- 
cellent is the iiiimo that expresses such dignity and glory, 
thut design u les such ollices and rotations, so fragrant 
with tho tendercst u fleet ion ! Unchiingcablo and evor- 
Insting as it is, how should it bo confided in, loved, nud 
magnified' ''Some trust in chariots, and some in horses, 
but wo will remember tho nnmo of our Lord God." 
(Vs. .\x. 7.) "I will make Thy liamo to bo remembered 
in all generations : therefore shall (he pcoplo prniso Thee 
for ever and over. 1 ' (I's. xlv. 17.) 

II. TlIK I'KHl-BTlAl. COXTIXtfAXCK ANI> IMKEASIXO OLOltY 

OV THIS NAME. 

''His nnmo shall be continued ns long as tho sun." 
The original word denotes nioro than moro continuance. 
It shall "propagate itsolf," or "bring forth a now 
progony; gaining, generation after gononitioii, a now 
iiccessiou of offspring." * 

It hns in it fwufial <?«r«tio, t . All othor names are 
fading nnd porish. God puts mil the namos of tho 
wicked, and perished with thorn is thoir memorinl. (IV 
i.\. 5, G.) Earthly dominion lasts but for u timo, nnd 
thou docuys and pusses away. ttulere (ho most potent die 
liko mon. Their brenth goeth forth: they roturn to thoir 
earth: in (hot day their thoughts perish. (p 8 . laxxii. 
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«, 7; cxlvi. 3, 4.) Tho dream of earthly glory is vnin 
nnd unsubstantial. All human renown is evanescent. In 
Christ and Hie kingdom is life pcrpotunl And vigorous. 
His work is undecnying. Tho iinino which lie linn, as 
n rieon nnd triiimphuut Saviour, He oMnin* uh tho reward 
of Hie embittered sufferings und vicarious death. When 
"His soul has made nn offering for sin. Ho soos His soed. 
Ilo prolongs Ilia days, mid tho pleasure of the Lord 
hIioH prosporin iris hand." (Isn. liii. 10.) '-Ho shall live, 
and to Ilim shall bo given of the gold of Shoba." " His 
sood will I nmlco to onduro for ever, nnd His throne n^ 
the days of heaven." (Ps. Ixxxix. 2!).) 

His nnmo oxcols all (hut aro pnt in competition with it. 
A nnmo among men is groat as it outstrips and eclipses 
others. So Christ's it nine, long despised nnd contemned, 
shines forth in increasing splendour, while tho nmnes of 
tho noblo und mighty of the earth fude a way nnd disappear. 
'Clio ancient gorgeous ritunl found its substance in Christ. 
I ho grent High Priest — the one perfect atoning sacrifice 
It was but tho star-light, or tho radiance of tho pale moon, 
compared with the "Day-spring from on high,'' or "(he 
Sim of righteousness," rising with snlvntion under His 
wings. He is the "Plant of renown," for protection, nnd 
safety, nnd comfort to His people, such as none other ran 
furnish. Ho is "white nnd ruddy." "the ehiefest," or 
$tand-brartr f "among ton thousand" — more majestic tun I 
excollont than myriads of angels, or of tho greatest of the 
sons of men. Ho is "made better than the angels," having 
(i obtained n more excellent nnniv than they." (Hob. i. I. 
•'Tho Father has mndo Him His First-born, higher thnn 
tho kings of tho earth." (Ps. Ixxxix. '27.) 

Ho pat* down and turcire* nil rmniti/ and op}H>*iti»n. 
According to the purpose of eternal wisdom and love, and 
as tho rownrd of His obedionce to tho death. He is exalted 
to sit nt tho Father's right linnd. (Ps. ex. 1.) "Ho must 
reign, till Ho hnth put all enemies under His feet." (1 Cor. 
xv. 25. N 13efore Zerubhftbcl. every - great mountain shall 
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becomo u iiluin." (Hcch. iv. G.) Tho sonlcnco of utter 
.subvention will bo executed upon nil hostile powors, pre- 
paratory to tho establishment of tho Kedeomur's rightful 
dominion, (lizok. xxi. 27.) Ho outlives nil Ilia and Ilia 
[h-oplo's oncmics, ns Ilo is exnllod to supremo power to 
bring them down and destroy thoin. All things shall yot 
be seen in proslrnto subjection put under 11 in foot. The 
four grout world-powors, flint roso in succession and sup- 
planted one another, uro ut length fully brokon in pieces 
and removal. Then is introduced "tho kingdom of 
the mountain" — tho llcdoomer's powerful mid glorious 
reign, which shall till the earth, never to bo succocdcd by 
any otlior world-power. "Tho kingdom and dominion, 
and tho greatness of tho kingdom under tho whole hcavon, 
slmll bo given to tho people of the saints of tho Most High." 
v I)sn. vii. 27.) ''Tho kingdoms of this world uro become 
(ho kingdoms of our Lord, and of Ilia Christ." (Hov. xi. 
I.'i.} In the fullest sense, this dominion is characterised 
by perpetuity and universal submission to its uncon- 
trollable authority, "whoso kingdom is an everlusting 
kingdom, and all dominions shall servo and obey Him." 
; Dnn. vii. -~.) 

His name shall shine and Jloitri*h r mid bo unirerMl/y 
J.iiotrn and admired. It shall bo "continued in the pretence 
of the fit a." There shall yot bo bright mid glorious mani- 
fests tioiiH of the preciousucss nnd excellency of (ho Saviour's 
mime, dispelling the clouds of error nnd sin, nnd tilling the 
earth with its glory. Tho kingdom of Christ is a kingdom 
•if light. Truth, holiness, pence, nnd lovo uro its grand 
constituent elements and characteristics. Wlion they spread 
and prevail, the i>vils that afllict the earth arc brought 
down and removed, and instead of them, joy nnd happiness 
become ascendant, and uro widely realised. Tho influence 
of the sun on the lower world is vitalizing and re/reshim/. 
Ho Christ's name, when "continued before tho sun," 
dif Fuses spiritual life wherever it is known. Liko tho 
-Tree of life" in the midst of tho paradise of God, all 
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connected with it is clothed with verdure, and instinct 
with vital power. It is ever-groon, mid its brnnohos 
wide-spreading. Its loaves are medicinal, and it boars 
ttcelce harvcsU-fruif*, renewed evory month, fully ripo and 
prosperous. (Rov.*xii. 2.) Ho is tho "Plant of renown," 
through the dignity and fame given Tlim by the Father, 
and tho high honour put upon Him by nngols and mon. 
When other names, tho most renowned once, decay and 
perish, this continues. And at tho closo of tho dispensation, 
its glory bursts forth with full splendour: "Atovoning 
time it shall bo light." "Tho light of (he sun shall he 
tievon-fold, us tho light of scvon days." (Zcch. xiv. 7; Isji. 
xxx. '26.) Before tho glory of this enduring namo the 
brightness of created luminaries pules and disappears. 
"Tho sun shall be no more thy light by day; uoither for 
brightness shall the moon give light unto thee; but tho 
Lord shall bo unto theo an evorhisting light, and thy God 
thy glory/' (Isa. lx. lit.) 

Finally — This mime hns in itself the jmrer of tstatdiug 
inere<t*r. It shall "propagate itself" — gaining through 
(tuning gonerutions.u fresh accession of spiritual offspring, 
and the now progony con stonily reproducing others. "lie 
shall seo His seed." Tho "corn of wheat," sown and 
apparently dying, becomes the germ of a plentiful harvest. 
Undor tho abundant effusion of the Spirit, they spring up 
luxuriant, as nmong the grass— as "willows by the wntor 
courses." Tho great principles of tho kingdom of Christ 
thus grow and become reproductive. As the grain of 
mustard seed, though in itself small, becomes a largo and 
wide-spreading tree, so tho name despised is at length 
"great among tho GontileB." All things connected with 
this illustrious name are under tho luw of perpotunl growth 
and increase. Tho soed of promise are ns <*thc stars in- 
numerable." and as "the sand by tho sen shore that cannot 
be reckoned." Wholhor wo consider tho truths which His 
namo makes known, or Hit spiritual offspring, these become 
the first-fruits of n glorious nnd widely-extended honest. 
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Hie nnino shall "protper and bt blessed;" * Bhnll dcscond with 
honour to posterity, and incrooso till tho aim shall eoaso to 
shino. "Thoy that como of Jacob shall bud mid blossom, 
mid fill tho fnco of tho world with fruit." (Isn. xxvii. 0.) 

ITT. The DLBssixa that ia ix and krom Him, xsv the 

DLKSSKDXESS ASCUIDBl) TO H III. 

Tho Saviour is not only blessed Himsolf but is tho 
source of blessing to tho nations. Ito is tho fulfilmoiit of 
hright pntrinrclinl promises. "In tlioo and in thy seed 
shall nil tho families of tho earth bo blossod." (Gon. 
xxviii. 1-1.) "In Him shall thoy bless Ihomsolvcs, and all 
people shall folicitoto Him." As tho hnppinoss of a pnront 
is bound up in that of his children, and the prosperity of 
n monarch is inseparable from that of his subjects, so tho 
blessing that rosts on tho Saviour's namo contains rich 
and manifold blessings to all that aro His. If tho Head is 
blessed, so is tho wholo body; so aro nil the members. 
Nations only call Messiah, blossod wlion Ho is recognised 
as tho Author of their prosperity. All nion nro mndo to 
rejoice in His salvation. His namo is revered and loved 
nbovo ovory other name — as thoir might)' Deliverer, nnd 
tho witness of their moat solomn nnd sacrod ongngomonts. 
"Thou shnlt swear, the Lord livoth in truth, in judgmont, 
and in righteousness: and tho nations shall bless thorn- 
solves in Him, nnd in Him shall thoy glory." (Isn. iv. 2.) 

Ho is pro-ominontly tho source and centre of nil blessing. 
In tho fullest souse, tho fountain of lifo is in Christ, and 
in nono othor. Ho brings tho blessing to a world lying 
uiidor tho curso. Of His acceptnuco nnd oxaltntion by 
tho Father it is declared, "Thou hnst mndo Him most 
blossod for ovor: Thou hast mado Him oxcocding glad with 
Thy cou n ton unco." (Ps. xxi. 0.) Through Him tho bless- 
ing of Abraham comes on tho Gentiles by faith. All that 
was promised to tho patriarch nnd his sood through future 
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generations is possessed through Christ Like tho bene- 
diction of Joseph, tho blessings that How from Christ are 
those of "heaven abovo," nud of tho deep that couchoth 
under: blessings of tho broust nnd (ho womb: blessings 
that prevail in enjoyment abovo those possessed by pro- 
genitors: reaching to tho " utmost bound of the ovorlasting 
hills, and resting on Iho head of Dim who was separated 
from His brethren." (Gon. xlix. 25.) 

Tho blessing from Christ is chiefly spiritual, enjoyed in 
union to Him. Wo nro "blessed now with all spiritual 
blessings in hoavonly places or things in Christ." 
(Eph. i. 3.) Tho Holy Spirit is Himself the grand 
blessing of tho now economy which Christ confers. All 
saving blessings become ours through tho indwelling and 
oporation of tho Spirit. Hence we have lifo, pardon, 
solidification, comfort, nnd tho earnest of heavenly blies. 
Those nro spiritual nnd heavenly in their nature; nnd we 
on joy thorn when wo livo and walk in tho Spirit. Bless- 
ings to tho living Head ilow forth to nil tho members ; 
and not only are they to the saints the bonofits of tho 
Saviour's purchase, but thoy partako of them, as co-heirs 
with Him. "Yo are blessed of tho Lord which made 
heaven and earth." (Ps. cxv. 15.) "Happy in tho peoplo 
whoso God is tho Lord." (Ps. cxliv. 15.) 

It is for men of nil clause* and nations. Tho blessing 
through Christ is adapted to tho race iu general. All 
noed it, and through Him tho most unworthy and destitute 
may come to possess it. Tho repealed assurance to 
Abraham was, "In thee and in thy seed shall all nations 
be blessed." (Gon. xii. 3; xviii. 18; xxviii. II.) Tho 
soed to which tho promises were made is "One, even 
Christ." (Gnl. iii. 1C.) Tho blessings procured by Him 
are for Jow nnd Gentile, bond nnd free, mnlo nnd femnlo. 
Whatever wns their previous stnto nnd elm racier, they nro 
bid wolcomo to como and receive blessings from Christ ; 
and, in union to Him, thoy becomo theirs in suro 
possession. Nations ns such enjoy blessings through tho 
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Gospol nnd the mediatorial dominion of Christ. "Righte- 
oneness cxiillolli n nut ion." When the gates of spiritual 
privilogo uro opened, Unit tho "righteous Million thnt keeps 
the truth may outer." wnw cense; idolnlry, vice, all that 
bring* the eurso 141011 n people, aro dono nway; and 
nutioiiul peace, greatness, and abundant prospority ore 
realised. Tho nations are glnd, and tho pooplo praise 
God. "Then shall the mirth yield her increase; and God. 
oven our God, shall Mess as." (Vs. Ixvii. 5, C.) 

Those who aro ///<•**<■</ t'n Chrixt willingly submit to Hi* 
tjrtifioH* tfoiiiinit'ti. Kings bocomo wise and kiss the Son. 
"•'Tho kings* of Tnrehish and of the isles shall bring 
presents: tho kings of Shcba nnd Soba shall offer gifts. 
Yen, all kings shall fnll down boforo Him; all nations shall 
servo Him." (Ver. 10, It.) Tho diadems of princes are loid 
prostrato ut His feet; and tho notions bring thoir riches 
and glory to Jiion. Civil rulers, in their official character, 
nnd nations in their nntionnl capacity, do huinngo to the en- 
Ihroucd Mediator, and willingly yield their authority and 
resources to advance. His cause. Kings become "nursing 
fathers to tho church." and "their queens her nursing 
mothers." (Isa. xlix. *J3.) "Tho isles wait" for the Re- 
deemer's "law." (Isa. xlii. -I.) "The nation nnd kingdom 
that will not servo Zion shall perish: yen, those nations 
shall bo utterly wasted." (Isa. lx. 12.) 

Nations, in calling Christ blessed, honour and praise 
II im by their tuttimutl act*. Publicly they acknowledge 
Him us the Author of all their good — (he bountiful 
bestow or of all their prospority. They own (hat nil 
nntionnl power and blessing aro from Christ, by sotting up 
properly-qualified rulors to promote Hits glory, by enacting 
laws in accordance with His rcvcalod will, by acts of 
public thanksgiving, nnd by nntionnl covenanting. Tho 
riches nnd resources of nntions are duo to Christ, and 
should bo freoly dedicated for the advancement of His 
cause in tho earth. This heartfelt nnd joyful felicitating 
of Christ will yet take place in all parts of the world, by 
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mou of oU ranks and conditions; publicly mid privately; 
in families; in social assemblies, religious and political \ 
and in tho whole intercourse and business of lifo. To 
tbo exalted Redcomor every knee shall bow, nnd every 
tongue confess. "In that day shall there bo upon tho 
bells of tho horses, Holiness unto tho Lord; nnd the pots in 
tho Lord's house ehnll bo liko tho bowls before tho altar. 
Yea, every pot in Jerusalem and Judah shall be holiness 
unto the Lord of hosts." (Zcch. xiv. 20. 21.) 

Ix Conclusion — 
This subject suggests important tt*rs of srlf-trial. Our 
spiritual state and character arc certainly dotonnincd by 
our relation to the Saviour's over-enduring nnmo. Do wo 
know, lovo, nnd honour His blessed nnmo? Have wo 
practically submitted to tho Redeemer's authority; mid do 
wo delight to call Him Lord, nnd cstcom it our highest 
honour to bo called by His nnmo? The blessings publicly 
invoked for Israel wero conferred in tho wny of Jehovah's 
name being named upon them. "And they shall put my 
name upon tho children of Israel, and I will bless them." 
(Num. vi. 27.) Tho patriarchs of old had, as tho token 
nnd pled go of peculiur favour and blessing, their names 
changed — letters of tho Divine name being inserted in 
thoirs, and tho now nnmo indicating tho blessing eonforred. 
Tho name Abrnm became A b nil mm, as expressive of tho 
promise that ho should bo tho father of mnny nations. 
That of Jacob was changed to Israel— a princo with God. 
to denoto lus victory in wrestling, nnd the honour nnd 
dignity of his spiritual seed. Tho new name given to tho 
conqueror is insopnrnblo from tho enjoyment of tho highest 
privilege, tho participation of the hidden mannn. a iixed 
and stablo position in tho templo of God, and oneness with 
Johovnh nnd His church for cvor. (Rev. ii. 17; iii. 12.) 
To bear this nnmo is nil their snfoty, nnd honour, nnd 
salvation. "The nnmo of tho Lord is a strong tower; into 
it tho righteous run nnd is safe." "The Lord is a strong- 
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day of troublo; blessed nro thoy that trust in 
v. xviii. 10; Nalium i. 7.) This is tho willing 



hold in tho 
Him." (Prov. 

confession of tho sninls, ns it is nil their confidonco and 
joy: "Sonio trust in chariots, and some in horses, but wo 
will romombcr the nnmo of our Lord God." (Ps. xx. 7.) 
To all "that beliovo, Ho is precious;" and tho attract ivo 
frngrnneo of His nnuio oxcitt>s their toudercst lovo and 
complncontiul delight. "Becnuso of tho savour of thy 
good ointments, thy iinmo is ns ointment poured forth, 
therefore do the virgins lovo thee." (Song i. 3.) 

Hero is tho only way of mehing all blessing. This is 
tho ordninod mothod of blessing from tho beginuing; and 
iu no othor way may any expect to obtain it. In tho ovor- 
cuduriug name of tho Mediator aud Suroty in tho covenant 
men alono are blessed. "Thoro is no salvation in any 
other; for there is none othor name under heaven given 
among mon, whereby wo must be snved." (Aots iv. 12.) 
Wo should ndore tho wisdom and lovo thnt laid upon 
Christ all help for tho ruin of the Full, and tho whole 
burden of tho sinner's salvation. "We should como to Him 
now for all thnt nis nnmo nud titles import. Wo should 
take Him as tho Deliverer from wrath, and flee to Him as 
tho Bock of our salvation. Christ Jesus is "made of God 
unto us, wisdom, righteousness, snnctification, aud redemp- 
tion;" and we h a vo tho warrant aud welcome to ombrnco 
Him for all this; as in Him alono should wo glory. His 
nnmo is tcrriblo to tho ouemici of His people, and wo may 
lcurn from its greatness and unchnngeabloness, their guilt 
and fearful danger. Ho sits enthroned at tho Father's 
right hand, till all His and His people's onomies aro mado 
His footstool. Ho is tho Avouger of blood. In "tho da}* 
of His wrath, Ho strikes through kings that withstand 
Him. Ho shall fill tho places with dead bodies. Ho shall 
wound tho heads over many countries." (Ps. ex. 5, 6, 7.) 
Wo should botnke ourselves to His namo for safety. Wo 
should como to Him as tho ono Mediator of tho Covenant, 
and rocoivo Him as tlio Lord our righteousness— our 
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strength and stay, our poaco and blossod hope. In hie 
name shall the Gentiles trust. All that is valuablo and 
endearing in Him as His puoplo's Shophord, Husband, 
Eldor Brother, and Friond, wo may appropriate and claim 
as our sure portion— our onduring and blcssod inheritance. 

Tho grounds of iko fullest and most joyful conUdonco nro 
in this ovor-ouduring nnmo. Christ, tho Saviour, is not 
only tho snmo yestorday, to-day, and for ovor, but His 
glory shines forLh with lustro ovcr-iucroasing. Tho Gospel 
is light breaking and spread iug continually. Tho kingdom 
of Christ is over enlarging, while world-powors docay and 
sink to ruin. Eartldy kingdoms totter and full, and nro 
forgotten. That of tho Redeemer, founded on principles 
that nro imperishable, lnsts throughout nil agos, nud in- 
creases in glory, till it merges into the reign of otornity. 
The dominions established by mighty conquorors, as Alex- 
ander, and Crosnr, and Nupoloon — founded in force — have 
passed awny and perished. Tho dominion of Christ, on tho 
contrary — founded on lovo — enduros for ovor. Millions at 
the present momoiit yiold to Him Uio 011(11*0 hoinago of tho 
heart, nnd would willingly dio for Him. In tho nges to 
come all opposing powers shall bo eubvorted. His cause 
will be univorsally triumphant. Wo should chooao our lot 
and destiny with Him and His people Tho trust reposed 
in His name can nover bo dinsppoiutcd. Of our hopo in 
Christ wo shall nover bo nshamed. 

Finally — Tho grtat eridence that wo aro blossed in 
Christ is herein presented. Sninis, united to Christ and 
saved by Him, with thoir lips, and in their honrts and 
lives, call Him blessed. They bless thomsolvos in Him, 
as they scok tho blessing from Him, nnd nscribo to II im 
tho prniscs of its enjoyment. Liko as David, on an im- 
portant occasion, relumed from a public service to "bless 
his houso," so wo should plnco our families under tho 
covorl of His blood, and scok tho blessing by confessing 
His authority, and by dedicating ourselves and thorn 
to His sorvico. In tho assemblies of tho church wo call 
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upon His iinmo. rondor Tlim tho prniso that i*» His duo, 
nnd recogniso Tlis authority in pronouncing tho benodic- 
tion. Wo nro called nnd commanded to do nil things to 
His glory. Tho church in to seek ovory blowing— nil lior 
comfort, liberty, nnd joy— from Him ns hor Hcdeemor. 
Living Head, nnd Lord. AVo nro required to confer II im 
before men, nnd daily to extol Him. Our duty nnd privi- 
lege nlike nro to declnro His renowned fnmo, nnd to mnko 
known His light nnd salvation throughout tho nntions. 
Tho itiiino of Jesus, us God's salvation to tho ends of tho 
cnrih, 1 1 in power nnd dignity as n Saviour, mighty to save, 
nre to bo proclaimed to nil nations. This should bo the 
loud voico of tho church's confession and testimony, mndo 
known for the obedience of fnith to nil people. This 
should bo the perpetual hnrmony of tho lives of the pro- 
fossod followers of Christ. Labouring nnd praying for 
such exalted objects, wo should seek to bring others to 
know, confide in, and love tho Saviour's blessed name. As 
nations becoino enlightened nnd nro brought to know nnd 
honour His name, thoy ore prospered mid blessed. In tho 
ages to come, with the knowledge of the Redeemer's naiuo 
universally diffused, nntions submitting to His yoko shall 
enjoy onlnrged prosperity; kingdoms, ns such, shall praise 
Him. The ends of the earth el mil fenr Him and rejoice in 
His salvation. Evory kneo shnll bow before Him in 
prostrnto homage, nnd "ovory tonguo shall confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of the Father." As His 
nnmo becomes " great among tho Gontiles," nations and 
their rulers honour tho Son by placing His nnmo first on 
their monuments nnd public records, and by employing 
national resources for tho advancement of His glory in tho 
earth. This is the opon attestation of thoir having received 
blessing from Him. Thus, too, ovary boliovor, as lie 
grows in grace and advances in inootnoss for tho heavenly 
inheritance, loves more and dolights in this blessed 
nnmo, and seeks that othors should lovo and honour it. 
The saints in hen von, fully blessed in Him, adoro and 
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praise the Saviour, ns tho Source and Fountain of all their 
felicity. Thoir lofty songs are all vocal in His praise. 
The crowns of the redeemed are proBtrato nt His feot; and 
every palm is waving in His honour. In a song pcrpotunlly 
now, with loudest, sweetest molody, thoy exclaim in Uieir 
exalted worsliip, "Thou — thou alone, blcssod one! — nrt 
worthy to take the hook, and to unloose the seals thorcof ; 
for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy 
blood ; and hnet nindo us kings and priests unto God ; and 
wo shall reign upon the earth." (Rev. v. 9, 10.) 



TIIK 

BUILDING OF THE CHURCH THE GLORY 
OF THE REDEEMER'S REIGN. 

Zkchaiiiah vi. 13— "Kveii Ho ulinll build llio tcmplo of llio Loid; 
nud Ho uluill boar tlio t:\ory, find shall nit nud nilo upon His 
throno; nud tlio counsel of peace itluill bo between thorn both." 

When Zochariah— ono of tho "prophets of tho re- 
storation " — wos commissioned to direct nnd animate 
Zorubbabol, princo of tho captivity, and Joshua, tho high, 
priest, iu tho work of rebuilding tho toinplc, and thus 
preparing tho way for tho ndvoul of tlio Mossiuh, tho 
Diviuo will was coininunicatod to him by a number of 
significant visions revealed in succession. Of these, eight 
nro recorded, from tho beginning of tho prophecy to tho 
eighth verse of this sixth chapter. Wlutt is coutainc<l 
from tho ninth verso to tho end of tho chapter lias boon 
viowed by some expositors us tho ninth symbolical vision. 
Bather is it to bo rcgardod as a real transaction in which 
tho prophot took a part, furnishing tho basis of a 
chcoring prophecy, which was designed to encourage tho 
rolurncd captives in thoir important work, nnd to glnddon 
tho hearts of tho faithful with discoveries of tho future 
glory of tho oflico, work, and kingdom of tho Redeemer 
promised. 

A delegation from tho Jews who roinained in Babylon 
had como to Jorusuloin, bearing pocuuiury gifts to tlioir 
brothrcu, to aid thorn in thoir labours, and especially to 
holp forward tho building of tho toinplo. Thoso they had 
doposiiod iu tho houso of Josinh, tho son of Zophaniah, 
who was probably tho treasurer of tlio sacred offerings 
contributed for furthering tho work. Thithor tho prophot 
was directod to ropuir, to take tlio silvor and tho gold, and 
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to make of them two crowns, and to place thorn either 
oonaecutiYely or together, as forming a double eroicn, upon 
the head of Joshua, tho liigh priost.* Tho ncliou was 
symbolical and mast eigni6cnnt It was emblematical of 
the dignity and glory of the Messiah— the future gathering 
of the outcasts of Israel to Him, ond their recognising of 
Him as their true King, and a Priest for ovor upon His 
throne, hmdo after tho ordor of Molchizedcc. No siuglo 
type was fit to sot forth the full glory of Christ. Tho 
high priost of Israol, when arrayed iu his robes of glory 
and beauty, had on the mitro nbovo his forehead a plate 
of gold, with tho inscription, "Holiness to the Loud," 
bat ho might not assumo tho dindem of royalty. Tho 
investiture of Joshua with a doublo crown referred to tho 
priestly and royal dignities combined iu the same glorious 
person of tho Messiah; while in reference to His 
supremo authority and universal rule as Mediator, tho ono 
crown which Ho alono wears is said to flourish upon Him. 
(Ps. exxxii. 18.) Ho is, at tho same time, represented as 
baring on his head "many crowns'* (lie v. Nix. 12), 
Bymboliziug the various parts of His mediatorial dominion, 
and the numerous victories which Ho has achieved over His 
peoplo's onomies. The crown of a "royal priesthood" 
pertains to Him at all times, ns well in His state of lowly 
abasoment, and whon His power is contemned, as when 
His kingdom is nourishing, and appcurs in bright and 

surpassing glory. 

Tho inspired interpretation refers tho symbolical action 
immediately to Messiah, the King- Priest of the church. 
"Behold tho Man whoso name is tho Biiaxcii." Joshua, 
the nigh Priost, was a typo of tho Saviour to come; and 
in his coronation there wore typified tho sncordulal office 
and royal dignity with which He is invested. As a brunch 



• Tho virion of .1 doubt, m>rr» placed on Jwlnm*« hnut «t oucc w 
favoured by tho comUmcliuu in the original. The pluml «ww- » 
wnMruod with tho singular of the suUtautiro verb. 
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springing out of the troo, clothed with folingo nnd ludon 
with fruit, so "lie grows up out of His plnco." Hi* 
.••pliico" is peculiar, from His supernatural conception and 
His lowly birth. By His own inherent power, nnd not by 
created aid, Ho lives, grows, nnd prospers. Under 
Him thero is growth in I ho church ; uml, from beginnings 
sinnll nnd apparently hopeless, Ho increnses till His shodo 
is ovory where stretched out, nnd His fruit is abundant and 
•■prosperous " like Lebanon. For the spread of His cause, 
and I he establishment of His kingdom, thoro is vital 
energy in Himself. Ho is "exalted in his own strength." 
Pre-eminently is He distinguished by tho work in 
which n© is engaged, nnd which Ho carries forward to a 
.successful and glorious coinplotiou. This is ascribed to 
Him alone, mid by way of peculiar emphasis. "And Ho 
shall build tho temple of Jehovah. Even He shall build 
tho temple of Jehovah." In building tho sacrod temple, 
Joshua was nu active, approved instrument. But hero 
are exhibited a more glorious structuro nnd more illus- 
trious Builder. It is tho erection of living temples, each 
uiio "a habitation of God through the Spirit;" tho rearing 
up of a spiritual house to bo filled with His glory, of 
which the costly materials are the ransomed gnthorod out 
of all nations. This is tho great work which tho oxaltod 
Mediator has been carrying on, and whioh Ho will con- 
duct to its glorious completion, whon tinio shall bo no 
more. All that is dono in the church, wliich is of any 
real value, is connected with the Man tho Branch, our 
crowned Prince, building tho lemplo of the Lord. Of tho 
construction, execution, nnd completion of this structure 
Ho will for evor bear tho glory; as all who aro interested in 
tho work willingly confess that to Him it exclusively and 
by proper right bolongs. His session at tho Father's 
right hnnd, nnd His powerful, universal rule, secure the 
accomplishment of all His wise and gracious dosigne. Tho 
purpose of tho everlasting covenant, and the mutual 
harmony and co-operation of His' priestly and kingly 
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office*, amply guarantee tho completion of His undertaking 
Hero as on an immovable foundation, rest our confidence 
and hopo of salvation; and honco wo gather the joyful 
n«suninco of tho church's final victory, and of the universal 
establishment of tho ttedcemcr's kingdom in tho enrth 
" Ho shall sit and rule upon His throne, and He shall be 
a pnest upon His throno: and tho counsel of ponce slmll 
be between them both." Mny tho Holy Spirit take - tho 
things of ChrUt." mid reveal them to uh, and onnblo us to 
contemplate them by faith, and heartily and joyfully to 
ascribe to Him all tho glory I Belying on His promised 
guidance nnd support, I shall consider— 

First, Tho cheat wouk which the Man, who is the 
Brunch, performs; Secondly, The clohy which He ever 
bears ; and, Thirdly, Tho exalted dignity which He per- 
petually sustains, securing the full disclosure of His 
counsel of pence. 

I. The imi-ohtaxt woiik which He peicfoiims. 
Tho greatness of the work, nnd the glory associated 
with its performance, arc dcclnrcd by the repetition of tins 
words, ''Even He shall build tho temple of Jchovnh." 
This occurs not through the error of n transcriber, as is 
held by come on the authority of the Scptungint, nnd of 
somo other nncioiil vorsions. It is rather put by way of 
strong emphasis. Tho chief glory of the reign of •Solomon, 
David's magnificent son. was the building of the temple. 
So it is prC'cniinontly Christ's honour to erect a church 
on enrth, of which H<> is Himself the foundation and 
chief corner stone, and which He fills with His presence 
nnd glory. This Ho claims ns His peculiar prerogative. 
Ho is the foundation, strength, unity, nnd beauty of tho 
building, ns He effects its completion, nmid tho loud 
hosnnnns of glorified saints nnd nngels around the throne. 
This toniplo is not that which wns then building by the 
restored captives, with devoted labour nnd high hopes, 
though its progress and completion wns from Him. Nor 
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is it tho most gorgeous of onrthly temples or palncos. It 
is n structuro of far uioro costly and enduring nmloriolfl, 
of more wondrous design nnd execution, mid of moro dis- 
tinguishing glory, llinn human hands havo over roared. 
This tomplo of Johovnh is — 

1. The church of ukdkemed sin.veiis. 

The ancient tomplo syralmlisod tho church of Christ in 
nil ages, in its spiritual character nnd glory. It was tho 
houso of God, founded by His wisdom and power; a 
dwelling consecrated lo His aervico; tho chosen plnco of 
accepted worship; tho rosidoueo of tho Divino glory, aud 
a scene of blessing. Tho church of tho rodeomod is 
frequently ropresontcd in Scripture ns God's "building." 
Individual saints aron "spiritual house," "living temples," 
nnd "habitations of God through tho Spirit." Tho whole 
church on eartli is the building of mercy, erected in tho earth, 
nnd carried for want in all ages, as the chief manifestation 
of God's glory. "Tho Lord doth build up Jcrusulom." 
"The Highest Himself shall establish hor." (IV cxlvii. 2; 
Jxx.wii. 5.) This spiritual tomplo is soon in its most 
gloriuus sin to in heaven. Thcro the building, which has 
been carried forward throughout all time, is complete; nnd 
tho headstone is brought forth with hosannas of "Grace, 
gmco unto it." Tho church, perfect and triumphant, is 
the perpetual residenco of Jehovah, where is rendered to 
Him the most exalted service of angels and men, and Hie 
glory shines forth in noon-lido eJTtilgciieo, diffusing blessed- 
ness unspcakublc nnd unending among nil who nro gathered 
home to heuvon. "Thcro is no temple therein, for tho 
Lord God Almighty nnd tho Lamb nro tho tomplo of it." 
(ltcv. xxi. 22.) Instituted ordinances censo whcn^tlio 
substantial glory to which they lend is fully seen and 
enjoyed. There will bo no longer, ns here, distinctions of 
services and times. It ie one perpetual Subbath of rest — 
ono high nnd uninterrupted communion. In no particular 
plnco in lionvou is God ndorod, or His glory specially soon. 
It ib nil ono groat tomplo, roared in honoiir of His uamo; 
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and spiritual worship ie for over ascending from oven- 
part of it, ae God delights to dwoll among His people, and 
to bloss thorn with "fulness of joy" for ovormoro. 

2. Of this spiritual tomplo tho Man. whoso name is tho 
Bmnch, laid the foundation and formed the ptan. Tho nnciont 
tabernacle and tho tomplo of Solomon wero each fonned 
according to a Divino pattern; tho ono shown on tho 
mount to Moses, and tho other by prophetic rovelntion 
discovered to David. Tho most solemn chargo was given 
to Moses respecting tho construction— " Soo that thou 
mako all things according to tho pattern." Nothing was 

loft to bo formed nccording to morn human contrivance 

nothing to bo arranged by human skill. A liko earnest 
concern that all should bo conformed to tho Divino model 
was evinced by David whon ho gnvo oharges concerning 
the erection of tho temple. The plnu of the spiritual 
tomplo wns laid in sovereign wisdom and grnco in tho 
everlasting covonant Tho church of tho redeemed in tho 
master-piece of the Divino workmanship. Tho counsels of 
Trinity wcro engaged about it from nil eternity. Tho 
Mediator set up before tho foundation of the world is tho 
" JtttHder and Maker " of the church — the glorious Architect 
proparing tho design, and the Constructor to carry it into 
completion. Subordinate workmen or instruments oro 
not mentioned in tho undertaking. They are as nothing, 
whilo Ho is all and in nil. Himself is the living, chosen, 
tried foundation laid in /ion. (Isn. xxviii. 16.) His per- 
son, on which tho wliolo superstructure is reared, is trail- 
scondontly excellent. His Word, that gives existence to 
tho church, is precious. The " twelve foundations" have 
in lliem tho names of the twelve apostles of the I^inib, and 
these excel tho most costly jewels of treat ion. Tho phm of 
building tho church which was laid in eternity and framed 
in " tho counsel of ponco." is carried out by the Mediator 
in all time. Kvery object and ovont throughout the uni- 
verse is rendered subservient to its development ; and in 
its completion there is made to tho principalities and 
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powors in llio hcnvonly plow* a rovolnlion of '• tho monifolcl 
wisdom of God." (Eph. iii. 10.) 

3. Ho prrjutre* and gathers together I king atones in building 
tho temple of tho Lortl. Upon Christ Himsolf, tho " Living 
Stotio," lnidfor ii foundation, boliovors, "ns living stones,"* 
nro placed, and built up u spiritual house. They wore 
hcwu out of tho quarry of naturo by tho powor of tho 
Spirit, and aro quickened and propurod for their plnco in 
tho building of mercy. Spiritual lifo is comiuunicated 
when they aro united to Christ; and they becoino a 
habitation of God through the indwelling Spirit. This 
work has boon going forward in nil nges uusoou and noise- 
less; ns in tho erection of Solomon's maguiGcoiit temple, 
tho matorials woro prepared on tho distant mountains, and 
tho noise of no tool of the workman was heard on it, ns it 
roso up in silont grandeur — tho joy of tho land. On the 
ono tried foundation nro built "gold, silver, precious 
stones" — costly metals, which will stand the fiery test 
that is coming, rind rollcct glory and honour upon all who 
are employed in carrying forward tho building. This 
preparation is olwnys progressing, and every movement in 
human society is contributing to advance it. Tho gather- 
ing together of materials for the spiritual temple, and tho 
compacting of them into ono glorious structure, is tho 
speciul work of tho Master Builder, and that in which Ho 
is pro-cmincntly glorified. To th© Shiloh, early promised, 
shiill " the gathering of tho pooplo be." " Ho gnthorcth 
toguthor the outcasts of Israel." " That in the dispensa- 
tion of tho fulness of times He might gather together in 
ono all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, mid 
which nro on earth; ovon in Him." (Eph. i. 10.) 

•1. By His truth and ordinance*, and by tho intlrumm- 
tality of Hit chosen tenant*, Ho advances the building. 
Through tho saving power of the truth, souls aro 



• t Foter ii. .*». The original epithet it* "tiring,** and not 
" Hetty" hs in the Authorised Version. 
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quickened, eanctiGod, aud ediQcd. The whole progress of 
tho spiritual temple hithorto hat) boon through iho truth 
made known, faithfully proclaimed and experienced in 
its gracious influence. It is connected, too, with ordi- 
nances purely administered— tho appointed moans of 
salvation, tho channels of liviug, transforming i nil nonce. 
Tho building will be at longlh completed by the glorious 
display of Divine truth. The puro administration of 
Gospel ordinances renders tho church tho " mountain of 
holiness." Through the power of tho truth tho city is 
"compactly built together" — nil its purls in comely 
proportion, and the wholo structure reflecting tho 
renowned fume of the illustrious Contriver nnd Uuilder. 
'through tho instrumentality of servants whom Ho raises 
up and qualities in all ages, Ho carries forward tho 
upbuilding of tho church. Ho is never nt n loss for 
instruments for the performs nco of His work. As in 
Noli cmi nh's dnys, no employs at tint oh those who nre 
destituto of humnn means, wlio hold in their hands tools of 
labour and weapons of defenco ; and, despite of enemies, 
tho work goes on and prospers. Concerned about the 
dcsolalious of the snncluury, and ciicouragiug one another, 
thoy say, "Arise and let us build, that we bo no longor a 
reproach. " Animntcd by tho spirit of true devotedncss, 
and by tho hand of their God upon them, impediments 
give wnv, enemies are confounded, aud tin* houso is 
prepared for ''the Desiro of ull nations" to como and till 
it with His glory. Whatover instruments aro engaged, 
the Divine Architect is among tho builders, encouraging 
them by His presence, giving cirect to ihoir endeavour, 
nnd crowning them with His blessing. He has the 
"plumb lino" and measuring reed of truth in His hand, 
to lest every jmrt of the superstructure, romove unhewn 
atones and un tempered mortar, and to see I hut, when it is 
liuished, all Iihh been conformed to the put tern. Tho 
building is completed by the full and glorious display of 
Divine truth ; all its ports arc scon in comely proportion. 
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nnd Mount Zion appears "beautiful for situation," tho 
city of (ho mighty King, "tho joy of tho wholo earth." 

(Pa. xlviii. 2.) 

5. By the grace and potccr of the Spirit, tho templo is 
ndorncd, as Joliovnli fills it with His presonco anil glory. 
Divino ugoncy is indispensably required for tho construction 
of every pnrt of tho building of mercy,— for laying tlin 
foundation, niul carrying on tho work to its completion. 
No created power is ndoqunto to how tho stones that form 
tho spirit mil temple out of the quarry of nnluro, and 
endow thorn with lifo. Tho glorious ttuildor adds stone 
to stone, by tho agency of his Spirit. Ho will put on the 
lust stone, nnd crown tho building, as ho placed upon the 
foundation tho first. "Ho shall bring forth tho Ilond stone 
thoroof, with shoutings, crying, Grace, graco unto it." 
(Zech. iv. 7.) Tho wholo glory of tho work is ascribed to 
sovereign almighty grace. Nothing of human policy or 
power is acknowledged as effectual in rearing up the 
superstructure. Tho work is altogether performed through 
(toil's .special favour toward Ilia servants, nnd by His 
irrnco within them. Whether viewed as tho work of 
morcy in tho sinuor's soul, or as tho wholo church of God, 
it is through grace that it is in cvory pnrt advance*! 
and completed. Hero is tho suro ground of all our 
dnpondonce, ns it should bo tho liopo of all progress. The 
hopannas of joyful praiso will at length proclaim that to 
sovereign grnco alone is to bo ascribed all the glory. The 
beauty of the building consists in its being of Divine 
workmanship, and in conformity with tho pattern skotched 
in infinito wisdom, nnd reflecting tho holiness of its 
glorious Author. "Out of Zion, tho perfection of beauty, 
God hath shinod." (Ps. 1. 2.) A pooplo made willing in 
"the day of power," appear in "tho beauties of holiness, 
from tho womb of tho morning." When tho church is 
ucon in her Millennial beauty, sho is a "groat city, tho 
holy Jorusalem, descending out of heaven from God, 
nnd her light is liko unto a stone moat precious, even liko u 
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jasper etono, dear as crystal." (Rov. xxi. 10, 11.) Evon 
while the work is in progress, and amid tho desolations of 
/ion, wo may by faith eco the church of tho future in hot 
spiritual beaut)*. Sumwl Rtttktrford, at tho morning- 
break of tho second reformation, Hpenks of a time of 
revival as tho Rcdocmor going through tho land guthoring 
stones for a now temple, which would bo nil "sapphire* 
and palace work." Tims should wo nntieipnte with joy tho 
coming glory of the church. Tho Ixml "shall nriso and 
liavo morcy upon Zion." Tho approach of hor sot timo of 
favour is indicated by His servants taking "pleasure- in 
hor stones, and favouring tho dust thereof." (Ps. cii. II.) 
In tho Millennial glory tho "middlo wnll of part it ion" is 
removed, and Jew and Gcntilo aro Iwth ono in Christ. 
Tho nations of tho saved, and tho kings of tho earth , bring 
their riches to Zion. Tho "name of the city in that day 
shall be, Tho I^ord is there." (Ezek. xlviii. ;I5.) Tho 
"Dcsiro of all nations" shall crown and till the houso with 
Mis glory. His gracious presence in tho church, brightly 
manifested and realised by His people, shall bo tho true 
and ever-abiding Shcchinah. Jehovah ''shall ho unto 
thee on everlasting light, and thy God thy glory." (Isa. 
lx. in.) 

II. Tiik Glory which He will hear. 
Christ Jesus nlono boars, as He is nble to .sustain, tin- 
glory of I ho plan and execution of the edifice of mercy. 
Tho glory is His, not only of a work completed, but it 
redounds to Him in tho design and at every stage of its 
progress. \V« behold it but imporfwtly "<>w, as through 
a glass darkly, but when the work shall have been finishwl, 
tho glorv of tho Redeemer in tho wholo undertaking 
shall bo brightly and wonderfully displayed. "Ho shall 
lio for u glorious throne to His Father's house. And they 
Hhall hang upon Him all the glory of His Father's house." 

(Isa. xxii. 23,2-1.) 

This (,'lory He has reeeived, as lb- is stvn litte<l to bear 
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it in His (saltation to /irnrrn. By His obedionce unto death, 
Tic lnitl tho foundation of a redeemed church ; mid this was 
itself ii glory which could bo shared by no creature. "With 
reference to Ilis linishcd undertaking, Ho could doclnro, 
•Now 18 tho Son of nmn glorified." "I hnvo glorified 
Thee on tho cnrth : I hnvo finished the work thut Thou 
host givon me to do." (John xiii. 31; xvii. -I, 5.) But it 
is pre-eminently in llis ascension to heaven, nnd His 
.session on llis mediatorial throne, that Ho is noon in tho 
full effulgence of Tlis glory. Tho glory and honour 
wherewith Hi- is crowned nro not of porsonnl cxcollonco 
alone, but that ol" u complotod work and till fitness to curry 
forward His lofty uudortukiug to its designed nnd blessed 
issue. When Ho ascended on high, ns death's Conqueror, 
lending captivity captive, nnd receiving gifts for tho 
rebellious, the original glory which lie had with tho 
Father from before the foundation of the world was 
resumed in nil its bright effulgence. A now and additional 
glory was given Hint in the exaltation of His humnuity 
above nil principality and power, and in the full reward 
conferred on Him. "Having by Himself purged our sins, 
lie sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high." 
(Hob. i. ii.) *'(*od hath highly exalted Him, and given 
Him a name which is above every name." (Phil. ii. 9.) 
This exaltation exhibits the ltcdccmcr's pro-euiiuout 
litness to eurry forward the work of building tho temple of 
Jehovah, ami of bearing all (he glory. "All power in 
heaven and earth" hns been given Him. that He should 
••give eternal lift- (o those who are given Him" of tho 
Put her. The name above every numo which is givon He 
bears; this dignity and authority He exorcises, that to 
llim ''every knee should bow" in prostrate homage, und 
that "over)' tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of Owl tho Father." (Phil. ii. 10, II.) 

The glory which He bears is that of the cxitUuee, 
prrttrratiott, and r*tabli*ft t natt of His church. Ho is tho 
"Beginning" — the first originating cause of His church. 
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In His otornal love and graco the redeemed wore choson. 
The charter of tho church's oxietonco and privileges was 
laid in tho everlasting covenant. To Zion Ho declares tho 
love of His otornal choice, and His work of power, in 
gathering a ransomed company in tho earth. "Now thus 
saith tho Lord that created thoo, Jncoh, and Ho that 
formed thco, Israel, Fear not: for I have redcomed thee, 
I havo allied thco by thy name ; thou art mine." (Isu. 
xliii. 1.) Not only docs Ho givo spiritual lifo to nil the 
redeemed, Ho gives also oxisteneo to tho visible churoli in 
any place whera it is erected. The heuthen wore wist out. 
and a room was prepared for tho vino brought from Egypt. 
Its increase and growth are of Divino agency. "Thou 
didst cnuso it to tako root, and it filled tho land." " The 
hills were covered with tho shadow of it, and tho boughs 
thereof wore liko tho goodly cedars." (Ps. lxxx. !), 10.) 
The glory of tho church's preservation in the earth belongs 
alono to the Divino Founder. She is protected by His 
arm of power nguinst all enemies, and is safe amidst the 
greatest dangers. Founded on the rock of salvation, the 
gates of hell ennuot prevail ngninst hor. " God is in tin: 
midst of her; »ho shall not bo moved. He shall help her, 
and that right early." (Ps. xlvi. 5.) "He is a wall of lire 
round nbout her, and the glory in tho midst of hor." 

(Zcch. ii. 6.) 

Tho establishment of tho church in tho earth is tho work 
of tho enthroned Mediator ; and of this Ho exclusively 
bears tho glory. Mere human establishments— -tho con- 
trivnnco of carnal wisdom— that nro set up and maintained 
for worldly ends, nro destined to perish; but the church, 
governed by her Divino Head, who subordinates nil things 
to her interests, will continuo to exist and extend, mid 
como to universal ascendancy. Opposing powers Ho puts 
down, nnd great mountains nro subverted. -The mountain 
of tho Lord's houso is established on tho top of tho 
mountains, and exulted nbovo tho hills, and all nations shall 
(low into it." (Isa. ii. 2.) How bright and attractive will 
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bo tho light of tho church in tho day of hor fuluro 
triumph nnd full establishment ! How rcsplondoiil tho 
honour of tho King in effecting it! "Tho light of tho 
moon shall bo us tho light of tho huh, nnd tho light of tho 
sun shnjl bo sovonfold, as tho light of sovon days, in llio 
day that tho Lord buildolh up tho broach of TIi» people, 
and henloth the ulroko of their wound." (Isa. xxx. '20.) 
" When tho I-ord shall build up /.ion, Hofduill apponr in 
His glory." (Ph. cii. 10.) 

Tho glory of all itixtrutMntalittf, nnd tho hle**i»g in ordi- 
vttnffs, belong to (ho Rod coin or. Tho " govonimont is 
upon His shoulders;" "Ho walks nmid tho goldon candle- 
Micks;" and ''holds tho soven slurs in His right hand." 
Ho calls and appoints officers in His church, upholds thorn 
in His service, nnd gives oflicioncy to thoir administrations. 
Their work is effective or good, us Ho is with thorn, nnd ns 
He works by them. Utterly insufficient of thcmsolvcs, 
thoir sufficiency is of tiod. The "treasure is in unrthoii 
vessels," thut *• tho oxcolloniry of tho power" may bo of 
God. and not of man. Tho " weapons of thoir warfare " 
aro " mighty through God to the pulling down of strong- 
holds.'' Dcspito of tho weakness of instrumentality, or of 
" tho day of smnll things," there is ground of rejoicing in 
the progress of tho work, nnd in the sure prospect of its 
glorious completion. lie commands tho blessing in ordi- 
nances. He in Himself prcsout in thorn, if thoy aro 
effective of good. " As tho dew of Harmon, and as tho 
dow that doscondod upon the mountains of Zion ; for thoro 
tho Lord commnndod tho blessing, ovon lifo for ovormoro." 
(Ps. exxxiii. il.) Tho benediction and tho glory of tho whole 
dispensation of grnco in tho church pertain to tho Ko- 
doemor nlonu. As it progresses, nnd in its oud and issue, 
instruments, ovon tho most devoted nnd approved, nro not 
named, and they clnim for themselves nouo of tho glory. 
Their crowns nro willingly tlirown prostrate nt tho foot of 
thoir oxaltod Master. "Paul may plant, aud Apollos 
wator," but God nlono " givoth tho increaso." " Not unto 
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ue, Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy namo giro glory, 
for Thy moroy, ami for Thy truth's sake" (Ps. cxv. 1.) 

Tho support, victory, mid bteutdneu of tlio enints nro tho 
glory of tlioir Saviour. " AH His saints oro in His hnnd." 
" Tho otcrnnl God is tlioir rofugo, and underneath aro tho 
©vorlostiug nrms." Ho upholds tlioin with His right hand 
mightily. Tlioir salvation is of tho Lord nlono. Whoa 
weak, thoy aro strong — "strong in tho Lord, and in tho 
power of His might." "Thou nrt tho glory of thoir 
strength ; and in thy favour our horn shnll ho oxnltod." 
(Ps. lxxxix. 17.) The captuin of sulvution fights all their 
battles, and achieves for thorn the victory. They nro con- 
querors, and more thun conquerors, through the grnco aud 
strength of thoir Divine Louder. Ho is at nil times thoir 
Ebcnczcr — thoir st»no of help. Ho who In id (ho founda- 
tion and roared up tho building will crown tho edilico, and 
bo Himself " tho chief coriior-stone." When Ho brings 
tlioin to hen veu Ho foods them, nnd lends thorn to " living 
fountains of waters" — tho deep and incxhnustiblo .sources 
of felicity. His glory, seen nnd enjoyed for ever, will he 
all their felicity. 

Finally — This glory is icillinghj nnd unircrtally nscribed 
to Him. He alone is recognised as possessed of nil fitness 
to sustain it. It is given Him of tho lather us tho rewnrd 
promised Him in tho covennnt from eternity, nnd nsmoriled 
by His work on earth. The saints on earth nnd in heaven 
willingly nevoid it to Him. Ho that gloriuth lenrns to 
glory only in tho Lord, l-'or evory victory (lint Ho wins, 
and every mercy that thoy receive, tho saints rniso joyful 
hosanmiH of pniiso. All truo servants of Christ nro deeply 
concorncd that tho glory of nil should bo given up to their 
adored Master. In their work they rest on His strength. 
and do it in His name. His presence and blessing are to 
thorn overything; unci when their labours nro Niccawfiil. 
thoy cast down their crowns nt His feet, and in hallelujahs 
of gratitude they exclaim, "Thou art worthy, O Lord, to 
receive glory, and honour, and power; for Thou bust created 



1*J0 TIIK UUII.MXO OK TUB CinrilCH TUB 

nil tiling, nnd for Thy plensuro thoy are and worn created." 
(Kov. iv. II.) In tho completion «f tho building of morcy 
it will bo fully neon that I ho contrivance, execution, and 
perfection are His. Ilo will bear, ns Ho alono is lit to 
benr tho weight of this glory. Tho delightful employment 
of glorified mints and of holy angols for over is to bohold 
tho glory resting on tho II end of tho church, ami with 
grateful pniisos to declaro tho honour of Mis numo. Win 
pro-eininent exaltation and dignity uro connoctod with tho 
building of tho church. Ho is " Ilcad over all things to 
His church, which is His body, the fulness of Him that 
filloth nil in all." (Eph. i. 22); and all things in nature 
nnd in tho kingdom of providence aro inn do subsorviciit to 
tho church's salvation. Whilo He benrs, Ho "lifts up" 
tho glory above all thnt necrues to Him from tho mnlorinl 
works of His hands, and from nil His works in providonce. 
It is "nn oxcoeding great and eternal weight of glory;" 
too grout for any moro creature, howover exalted, to boar, 
but not too weighty for Johovnh Jesus — Imniunuol, to 
have ascribed to Him by the hosts of holy intelligences for 
ever. 

III. TlIK OFFICE .\XD IHOXITY WHICH Hk SUSTAINS, 
SKCUItINO THIS dlXHlY TO HlM. 

The Saviour occupies tho sent of supromo powor, thnt 
Ho may sccuro tho clnim thnt tho glory bo given to Him 
exclusively and for evermore. "He shall tit and rule upon 
J/itt throne; and He shall he a priest ujton Jfis throne; and the 
counsel of peace shall he between them both" In the oxaltcd 
Mediator the kingly and priestly offices nro porpoltially 
combined. Ho is n King-Priest. To this lofty dignity Ho 
is raised, with tho oath of Johovnh, bocnuso of its vast 
importance nnd of its unchnngoablo nnturo. "Tho Lord 
hath sworn, and will not ropent, Thou art a priest for ever 
nftor the ordor of Mclchizcdcc." (Ps. ex. -I.) 

Ho is a King seated on a gloriou* throne. Tho throno is 
tho symbol of royal dominion. This is willingly escribed 
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to Him by Jehovah llio Father, and by millions of holy 
beings throughout tho univorso. "Of the Son no saith, 
Thy throne, God, is for ovor and over; a scoptro ol 
righteousness is tho sceptre of Thy kingdom." It is given 
to the Redeemer ns tho rovvnrd of His obodienco unto 
doath. His throno iH founded in blood; mid ns His work 
and sufferings on earth woro of boundless morit, bo His 
roward is universal and incontrollublo dominion. In tho 
exercise of His regal office, He brings into subjection this 
revolted province of His universal empire. Ho gather* 
out of it n people for Himself. He orgnniscs n church in 
tho world, and over-rules and controls all thai con affect 
its oxistonco nnd condition. IIo secures tho nllcginnco of 
a willing pcoplo. Ho brings to final and comploto salvation 
a number that no mnn can number; nnd Ho presides over 
thorn for over, as tho Head of vital influence, authority, 
und powor. All things nro put under His foot for tho 
church's benefit; and Ho renders every object and event 
in tho univorso subservient to her best interests for timo 
nnd eternity. Tho King of saints is the Governor among 
tho nntions — the Head of all principality and power, the 
Ixml of glory. Ho sits nnd rules upon His throne over 
thoso diffcrout departments of His mediatorial dominion, 
that Ho may effectually build the temple of Johovnh and 
bear tho glory. 

His is a perpetual priesthood. Ho is tho Great "High 
Priest of our profession." Having, by His ono atoning 
sacrifico on earth, for over put away sin. Ho has entered 
within tho veil; and, arrayed in robes of glory nnd beauty, 
Ho over lives to mnko intercession. Ho stands at the 
golden nllnr to plead, and is our all -prevailing Advocate 
in heaven. His hands nover hang down, nnd njwn His 
bronst-ploto nnd shoulders aro the names of all His re- 
doomed. Upon His priestly mitro appears conspicuous 
tho inscription, "IIomxksstotiikIjoihj;" nnd the iniquity 
of tho holy things of His pcoplo Ho honrs, when Ho goes 
into tho presence of Jehovah. As on tho "robo of tho 
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ophod" of Anruu mid his sons tho golden bolls orailtod 
swool sounds, mid with tho pomogrnnuto— tho moat 
pleasant fruit— wore intermingled, ho tho voico of our 
exulted High Priest sponks in heaven and earth in ucconts 
of mercy and love, while the fruits of Hi«* inodiulioii in- 
separably iiccompniiy His intercession. In tho world's 
ovening, nt His glorious advent. Ho will eomo forth from 
tho most holy plnvo in lieiivun, and, clothed in roboa of 
majesty, Ho will lift «|> Hw hands and bloss tho pooplo. 
As Ho wont away with bunds upliflod in tho act of 
Mossing, so will Ho return again, mid finish tho blessing. 
His is an everlasting and unchangeable prutthood. 1 To nbidoth 
11 priest for over, nftor tho ordor of Molchixodoc. His 
intercession is ovor needed, for securing tho con ti nuance 
and iucronse of tho felicity of tho redeemed. Thus tho 
glory which is theirs in tho bliss of heaven is nscribod to 
Him as its Sourco and over-flowing Fountain. 

His roynl dignity gives efficacy and splendour to Hi* 
priestly miniit rations; and this holds out tho highest en- 
couragement to His pooplo. AV'hilo Christ iulorcedos. Ho 
roigus. Ho is "a priest upon His throne." His voice, 
while pleading for His pooplo, is tho voico of Johovnh's 
follow, and of a sovereign Prince. "Futhor, I will tlint 
thoy nlso whom Thou hast givon Mo, ho with mo whoro I 
am, that they may behold my glory." (John xvii. 21.) 
Ho holds in His hund tho scoplro, ns woll as tho censor. 
Ho hns all power to effect that for which Ho pleads; and 
I here nro treasures of unsearchable fulness nour His throuo, 
to dcul out tho supplies lliut aro required for His pooplo. 
Ho obtains for thorn by His intercession nil spiritual bloss- 
ings; and, in tho exorcise of His regnl powor and authority, 
Ho subdues their onomios, mid conducts them through 
con diets and trials to thoir rest in glory. Ho is cognisaut 
of nil llioir caso. Ho bottles thoir tears, and collects thoir 
sighs and groans in His censor. Ho advocates thoir 
causo against ovory adversary, prosonts thoir porsona for 
nccoptauco, and porfumes thoir sorvices with tho inconso of 
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Hi* mediation. Tho Spirit whom Ho asks, ITo sonde as 
the onthroncd Media lor. Ho abides with thorn always 
as the promised Comforter nnd Tend) or, and as "tho 
Bpirit of grace and supplication," to help thoir infirinilies. 
Thus Ho sits and rules as n priest upon His throno 
for over, ministering to IT is saints all encouragoinont and 
blessing. 

All the counsels of Go<T* lore and peace nro thus carried 
out into full nccoinplishmont. The " counsel of peace" bus 
boon generally regarded as a designs lion of the covenant 
of redemption, framed from ctomity; and. it boing 
"btttceon them both," hns boon roferrod to Iho Father nnd 
tho Son, tho two high contracting Parties in tho covenant. 
Important and fuudnuionlal ns in tho constitution of tho 
coTonnnt to tho church's safety nnd salvation, thin cannot 
properly bo tho reforonco in tho declaration of tho loxt. 
Tho connection of tho pnssngo. nnd tho remoteness of tho 
nnteeodont, cannot admit of such an interpretation, ltathor 
it doclnres tho union nnd harmony of tho sacerdotal and 
rognl ofliccs of tho Mediator in building up tho church 
nnd carrying into accomplish moiit tho high designs of 
morcy. By tho power of the Saviour's rule, in hurmony 
witli his intercession ns a priest, tho grcnt onds of tho 
Gospol aro effected. -Reconciliation Jinn been mndo 
botwoon God and man, and tho things in heaven and 
earth aro united in lovo, nnd gathered into ono in Christ 
tho Head. Pence is routined in tho church ; it obtains in 
tho sinner's conscience ; nnd it spreads throughout tho world, 
and is tho blessing in douth. Through oiroring His great 
atoning sacrifice, and making ox pin lion, tho foundation of 
all ponce botwoon Ood and man was laid; nnd, in virtue of 
His prevailing intercession, tho onmily in tho sinuor's 
heart is slain, nnd ho is brought into a loaguo of friend- 
ship with God. As n glorious King, Ho rules in 
righteousness, grnnts laws, nnd executes judgment* on 
the church's enemies. He speaks ponce to the heathen, 
put* down oppression, terminates wars, restrains dis- 
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turbing elcmonts, and establishes tin; ruigu of righte- 
ousness and pcaco throughout tho world. Thus the 
"counsel of ponco" botwoon llio priestly mid kingly 
offices of the Medintor will last <o tlio ond; and, in 
their harmonious mid united execution, they nro produc- 
tivo of tlio most bonolicont mid glorious results to tho 
universe. 

I n Conclusion — 

Thin subject suggests m utters of $ol(nin self -trial, ll 
deeply concerns us to inquiro what ucquaintnnco and 
connection we luivo with this spiritual building. Aro wo, 
indeed, temples of tho living God, and "a habitation of 
God through the Spirit." If wo luivo beon united to tho 
living Foundation, and quickened, wo uro consecrated 
ones. God dwells in our hearts by faith. Wo offor 
spiritual sacrifices continually; and our persons and 
services nro accepted in the Beloved. " Whoso house are 
we, if we hold fast tho beginning and confldonco of our 
hopo stead fust unto tho end." (Hcb. iii. G.) Wo should 
dread lest we have only on outward connection with tho 
tcmplo of Jehovah, — as scaffolding which, if it remained, 
would mar the beauty of the finished structure, and is to 
bo taken down nnd thrown asido when tho building shall 
bo completed. Tho work is inward and real if it is abid- 
ing. IjCss than this cannot evidence that wo bolong 
to Christ, nor inspire us with a suro hopo of futuro glory. 
Lot us sec that Christ Jesus has begun, nnd is carrying 
forward, tho spiritual building in our souls. If Ho has, 
we will readily accord to Him all tho prniso of what Ho 
has wrought; as we will confido in Him to carry on nnd 
eomploto what Ho has bogun, till tho day of His glorious 
appearance. 

Again, to the lledocmor should bo willingly givon the 
gbry of all that ha* been done for the church'* exitfence, 
liability, and full *ahation. Tho otornal choice, of tlio 



OLOltY OK T1IK HHDKBMHIl's ItVIGN*. 125 

church ifl tho fruit of His sovereign grnco and lovo ; tlie 
glory of tho plan, oxocution, nnd completion or tho build, 
ing of morcy nro His. He earned it by obodienco and 
sufferings unparalleled, and of in finite morit. Tho Father 
linth given it lo Him iih tho reward of His finished work, 
and Ho nlonc is adequate lo sustain it. It is tho purl of 
His people — not loss their oblignliou than their high 
honour — willingly lo nscribo it lo Him. Wo should bownro 
of cluiniing tho least part of it to oiirsolvcs, or of giving it 
to any instrument. Ho that builds the tomplo of tlio 
Lord is a jealous God, and His glory Ho will not givo to 
(mother, nor His prniso to grnven images. Ho churns us 
Mis high and exclusive prerogative all that is done for tho 
founding, preservation, and establishment, ns woll os 
blessing of tho church; and this with ready and joyful 
hearts wo should over givo Him. Whilo rejoicing in 
lion's good, nnd delighting in hor ordinances and holy 
privileges, wo should present a rcvouuo of pniino and 
glory to her exalted King. "Como into His courts, nnd 
bring an offering." 

It greutly concerns us lo accept of tho crowned 
Mediator ax our glorious King, and a* our great Htgh Priul. 
lu tho church, He lias tho throuo of authority in govorn- 
ruont nnd in holy ordinances ; in tho world, Ho hns 
universal, incontrollablo dominion ; ond, ns Ho roigns in 
glory, Ho has upon his head " many crowns." nnd angels, 
principalities and powers, nro subject unto Him. "The 
Jxml of hosts, nnd He only, is King of glory." IiOt us, as 
i.ur first and highest duly, Inko Him as our King, to reign 
in nnd over us, and lo submit in nil things to His authority. 
Ho is first "King of righteousness" mid the "lYinco of 
pence." Only by accepting and submitting lo His 
righteousness 'can wn be partakers of His peace. It 
behoves us lo go into the king, and touch His golden 
<ronlro, that we may obtain pardon and accepiunco; uud 
tho ucls of His royal administration should command our 
reverent submission, nnd elicit our devout j.i-iiihc. /ion h 



I2G TUB 1IU 1 1,1>1 NCI OF THE CIIUKCII TIIK 

chiMron hnvo tho highest reason to bo "joyful in thoir 
King," for Ho oxoreisos unlimited powor for thoir good. 
His doiniiiioii in characterised by sovoroign wisdom ami 
love, mid nil His diepciisu lions nro in compassion and 
tendor inorey. " Justico and judgment nro tho habitation 
of Thy throno ; inorey and truth go boforo Thy fnco." 
(Ph. lxxxix. 11.) Ijot us roiwso nil our dopendonco 
upon tlio royal priesthood of tho Mediator. His sneor- 
dotal and regal functions nro in the closest union 
mid relation in (he innttor of tho church's salvation. Wo 
do nut belong to Him as our Lord and King unless wo 
lmvo come to II im as our Priest, mid unless wo rest upon 
Mis atonement. Nor can wo lmvo tho be noli t of His mori- 
torious sacrifice und intercession, unless we submit the 
whole heart and lifo to Him as our King. As wo go to 
His throno, wo should accopt of Him, and employ all our 
interest at tho throno in pleading for tho church. ''Thou 
art my king: comumnd deliverances for Jacob." (Ps. xliv. 
■I.) Like our covoiinntcd-forcfiithcra, in limes of trial und 
]H>rsccution, und when deprived of n faithful ministry, 
wo should olFcr, as the burden of our pniyors, and tho 
expression of our joyful hopes, tho petition, "Let Kino 
Jksus ukigx." Wo should constantly omploy Him ns our 
interceding High Priest, while wo maintain assured confi- 
dence in His kingly authority. The sending forth of tho 
Spirit, the beginning, progress, and completion of our 
personal salvation, are tho fruits of His intercession at 
the right hand of the Father. Nono can condemn God's 
elect, becuuso Christ Jesus "mnkoth intercession for us." 
(Rom. viii. :H.) "Ho is able also to savo them to tho 
uttermost tlnit como unto God by Him, nceing Ho over 
liveth to make intercession for them." (Hob. vii. *J5.) As 
our "Advocate with the Father," He is ovor ready to take 
in hiiiid tho case that is committed to Him. Ho pleads the 
merits of His atoning sacrilico to obtain pardon for the 
guilty, cleansing for tho doliled, and tho enjoymont of all 
blessings, temporal and spiritual, for His jieople. He has 
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a compassionato sympathy for all thoir infirmities and 
trials. Ho successfully pleads thoir cause ngninst nil 
enemies, presents their services for nccoptnnco, perfumes 
Uiom with the fragrance of His mediation, and secures the 
ontrnnco of His saints into bliss eternal. Tho plea that is 
put into His hand never can miscarry; tho potition that 
goes into Ilia censer cannot bo refused, or ho returned un- 
answered. "This is tho confidence that we liavo in Him. 
that if wo nsk anything according to His will, IIo hcarolh 
us. And if wo know that Ho hoar us, we know that we 
have tho petitions that wo desired of Him." (John v. 1 1, 1 5.) 
Not less sustaining and comforting is tho doctrine of tho 
intercession of our Great High Priest in boh it If of tho 
church. Ho is her powerful uml over-provniling Ad- 
vocato within tho veil. Ho has graven hor "upon the 
palms of His hands, and hor walls arc continually before 
Him." (Isa. xlix. IG.) His intercession in behalf of tho 
church is constant, most tender, and effective of manifold 
benefits and blessings. His priestly work within tho veil 
is tho matter of His fixed purpose and surety. engagement. 
"For Zion's sako will I not hold my peace, and for Jeru- 
salem's sake I will not rest, until the righteousness thereof 
go forth as brightness, and tho salvation thorcof as a lamp 
that burnetii." (Isa. Ixii. 1.) Tho deliverances that He 
seeks for His church are wrought by His authority and 
power as a King. As He sits at tho right hand of (hu 
Father, Ho reigns till nil His people's enemies becoino His 
footstool. The blessings of grace and glory conferred 
upon His church uro drawn forth from the inexhaustible 
treasures Hint are beneath His throne. As tho redeemed 
are enriched by them in time and throughout eternity, 
how much cnusc have they to exult in tho purpose and 
plan of tho everlasting covenant, and in the word ol 
tho oath constituting the royal priesthood of the Meth- 
atop— "Tho Lord hath sworn, and will not repent, Ihou 
nrt a priest for ever niter the order of MoWnzedec:" 
(Vs. ex. I.) 
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Finnlly— AVo should rcjoico greatly in tho protpeet of 
GotVt "««»«/ of peace" being fully accomplished, us wo should 
willingly co-operate in the important undertaking. All (ho 
priestly work and kingly nets of tlie Mcdiulor uro performed 
for tlio oxcculion of I ho purposo of tlio covoiimit. Tliey 
will assuredly in duo time ciroct reconciliation between 
God and every sinner thai wob given to the Saviour to bo 
rodecmed. Through His intercession in henven, and His 
authority nnd power ns tin onlhroiicd princo. Ho will make 
wore to censo to the end* of tlio enrth. " Ho shall speak 
peace unto tho henthon: and His dominion ahull bo from 
sen to sen, nnd from the river ovon to the ends of tho onrth." 
(Zech. ix. 10.) " In Hie dnys shall iho righteous flourish; 
and ubimdnncn of peace so long us tho moon emlurolh." 
(Pa. lxxii. 7.) Undor tho mediatorial dominion, all things 
in tho material universe, all events and changes in tho 
kingdom of providonco, and nil (hat is dono for und by tho 
church, nro rendered subservient to this blessed consumma- 
tion. This is the destined nnd glorious end of the Inst 
dispensation — tho mission of the Spirit — tho times of the 
gospel. Men "shall bent their swords into plough&hurcs, 
and their spears into pruning- hooks." " Nation shall not 
lift sword n gainst nation, nor shall tho people learn war 
any more." "They of tho city shall llourish liko grass of 
tho earth." Tho power of tho Saviour's cross, and tho 
prevalence of His intercession, combined with His sovereign 
dominion, aro fully adequnto to effect thote blessed results. 
AVhilo we firmly belicvo tho sure word of Christ, it behoves 
us, by fervent prayer and by devoted effort, to contribute 
to tho establishment of tho reign of righteousness und 
penco in tho earth. As tho deputies from lfnbyluu brought 
dedicated monoy to tho temple, so should wo help, by our 
worldly substance nnd devout prayers, tho great work of 
tho subjugation of tho world to the sceptre of Messiuh the 
Prince. Thorc may bo hindrances to our giving direct 
personal effort to benevolent designs; and wo may not be 
ablo to go forth ourselves to distant mission lields. But if 
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wo build in tlio tomplo of tho Lord, l>y I ho faithful per- 
fornimico of all porsonul und relative duties we will bo 
owned ils approved lubourors in the great work of esta- 
blishing Chri*t'a kingdom in the earth. Our great concern 
should bo — whatever wo do or give — to place the crown 
upon tho heud of tho Man, the Branch; to uacribe to Him 
tho glory of Mis royal priesthood, and to trust to the 
execution of Hit* sacordotul and rognl functions for the 
conversion of all nations. Thus will our prayerful oxor- 
lions and dedicated of tarings bo " for a memorial in the 
temple of the Ix>rd" in future ages. All tlial we guvo to 
Christ und His cause, with the object of doing Mint honour, 
will roimiiu laid up, to ombuhu our inoinorics and commend 
our spirit to future generations. Othors, stimulated by 
our oxumplo, shull come from romoto lands, und in distant 
ages, to carry forward tho Lord's work in tho earth, and 
to bring tho tributo of uuivorsal praise to His name. 
"They that aro afar olF shall come and build in the lomplc 
of the l,ord." " I will uuike ihy nnnio to be romumbored in 
nil generations ; thereforo shull the pooplu praise thee Jfoi- 
ever and ever." {Vs. xlv. 17.) 



COMMUTING TO GOD AND THE WORD 
OF HIS GRACE THE WAY OF 
ESTABLISHMENT AND HAPPINESS. 

Acts xx. 32— " And now, lirclhrcii, I comiiK'ud you to God iiud l« 
(lie wold of llirt (fnce, which in riblo t« build you up, uud to giv<- 
you nn inheritnnco nmong all tlicm tlint arc Miuctiftal." 

The words of this toxt are part of tho conclusion of the 
Apostlo Paul's address lo tho oldors of Ephcsus, whom he 
hud sont for to Milolus, some forty miles distant, as ln» 
was going up to Joruealom to a scono of su (To ring- and 
persecution. Throughout, tho address reflects strongly 
tho mental and moral characteristics of tho venerable 
Apostle. It is earnest, judicious, and tender; tho expres- 
sion of tho warmest affection; find it displays tho most 
heartfelt concern for tho fidelity of those who niv 
entrusted with n spiritual office, mid for tho church's 
prosperity. 

In the spirit of conscious integrity, tho Apostle makes 
solemn appeals to tho assembled elders concerning tho 
matter of his preaching; nnd, in relation to his fidelity and 
dovotcdncss, ho enjoins them to take constant " heed 
to themselves," nnd to "all the flock" over which tho 
Holy Ghost had made them overseers. Ho admonishes 
them impressively to watch as they that must render 
account to God. Ho warns them of approaching danger, 
(lofcction, nnd npostacy, and ho enforces tho counsel to 
slcopless vigilnnco by tho most impressive considerations. 
Tic then closes tho exhortation in tho devotional language 
of tho text, "Now, brothren, I commend you to God, nnd 
to the word of His grace," &c. As indicative of tho deep 
nnd ovorpoworing omotions of tho Apostle's heart, in this 
hist interview with tho representatives of the Kphcsian 
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church, it ling boon observed tlmt ho onco, twico, nnd 
ngnin, scorns about to lenvn off, whon ho fails in the 
attempt, nnd goes on adding other counsels, nnd adducing 
affecting considerations to enforce them. See versos 22 
25. nnd here. Ho prolongs the address in tho fnlncss of 
his heart; nnd, as if unwilling to hid thorn fnrowoll, ho 
shrinks from ultoring the Inst words. Foreseeing the 
numerous dangors to which they nnd tho church were 
about to bo exposed whon he would bo no longer with 
thoni, and when no human wisdom or strength could 
nvnil for their safety, ho commends them to God's 
almighty keeping and devoted care, us hold out in the 
word of precious promise. ".AW," as ho was about to 
louvo thorn, and in viow of *' grievous wolves" arming 
among them, nnd of some, ovon of thcmsolvcs, becoming 
lenders in error and upostney, he speaks to them with 
yearning affection: '*/ commend you to God." Tho 
original term implies that ho gate them in trust, and 
committed them as a prcciou* deposit to Mini who alone could 
prosorvo them in safety. Ho devolved thoso who were 
peculiarly dear to him on the highest guurdiniiship. He 
handed them over to tho (rod of infinite wisdom nnd love, 
and to His word of promise and power, by which He 
works out the accomplishment of His gracious purposo. 

Tho Apostle's .solemn and beautiful notion in this 
instance is every way worthy of our imitation. Like him, 
wo should of ton commend one nnothor, ami the church 
with which we are connected, to God, and to His true and 
faithful word. Our nice-tings in tho sanctuiiry will yield 
precious fruit, our partings will he loving and profitable, if. 
in sincerity of heart, we engage in tho Ltivino presonco in 
such mutual eoinmendnlion. To soino of us il may be a 
final interview nnd a lust opportunity. With such nn 
anticipation, and in tho prospect of future trials, conllicts, 
ami dangers, it conuorns us to speak nnd hear in nu 
humblo, behoving, prayerful spirit. Mny tho blessed 
Spirit givo us now to renlise God's gnu-ions presence, to 
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ustimato aright the value of whul wo entrust to His 
keeping. «ii*l t« fet'l lliut our only safety and security uro 
bore! May we hcreaflor enjoy the happiness of knowing 
thai this commendation has boon nccoptcd, and thai our 
prayers have been graciously heard and answered ! AVp 
shall consider — 

I. TlIK (OMMKNOATION To Gni>— HOW IT IS RIUIITI.V MADK. 

The word on press ivc of thu act is very significant and 
forcible. It denotes to lodge as a sacred dcjwsil, to give 
as a precious pledge and jowcl to tho faithful and tender 
custody of another. Applied to persons, il moans that 
they arc committed to the patronage and pioluelion of a 
Guardian who is deemed worthy of tho trust, and who has 
ability to execute it faithfully. A liko form of expression 
is used when tho Apostle elsewhere declares (2 Tim i. 12), 
"I know whom I hare believed, and am persuaded that 
Ho is able to keep that which I havo committed unto Him — 
that which 1 huvo given in trust unto lliiiingaiiistlliat day.'" 
Those •' commended to God." nre, iirst of all, com- 
mittal «* tt ntttutltfc deposit info Jlis Immtx. This is tho work 
<»f tonderest love. — as of parents when parting From the 
children of their dearest affection. The Saviour did this 
with the disciples whom He loved. In His last pray or. 
before His agony in the garden, He resigned them into 
the hands oF His Father, and sought for them J)ivinc 
keeping. "Jlolv Father, keep in Thy iiaino (hose whom 
Thou hast given Me, thai they may be one, as wo are." 
"1 pray not that Thou shouldcsl take thorn out of tho 
world, hut that Thou shouldest keep them from the evil." 
John xvii. 11-15.) Thus, too, thu servants oF Christ on* 
trust their own souls to the keeping oF Christ: " Into thy 
hands 1 commit my spirit. Thou I nisi redeemed me, Lord 
liod of truth." (IV xxxi. I.) The act of surreudor of the 
tout to Christ in death made by Stephen, tho proto-iuartyr, 
when he exclaimed, " ]x>rd Jesus, receive my spirit" (Aetsvii. 
V.»\ expresses suitably the believer's daily act, as it declares 
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)na confidence and hope in death. To every faithful 
servant of Christ tlio church nnd its interests nro unspciik- 
nbly dear. Thoso who havo boon n wakened, snneliliod, 
nnd comforted through his instrumentality nro his 
spiritual children, begotten in tlio Gospel; and are 
destined to bo liis joy and crown at I ho glorious 
appearance of Christ. Thoroforo does ho commit them to 
God in proof of his tender nIFcctiou townnl them, and of 
his intense concern for their welfare. 

Thoy arc entruste<l to tlio God of salvation, that Tic 
may take aire of their soul* ami all their intctrxts, and to track 
them to rchj on II im wholly. In the view of temptations nnd 
du tigers manifold, thoy 111*0 given to ITim who has jiower 
over all olomonts, who can reslniin evil of ovory kind, 
and can work for their glorious and complete deliverance. 
Tlio protection sought is gracious, constant, almighty 
keeping. (Ph. csxi. 1-6.) The Divino Guardian is over 
present, and always ready to miuisler needed help. 
Israel's Watchman noithor slumbers nor sleeps. In times 
of special emergency and trial, it is His glory to interfere 
speedily for His people's deliverance and safety. His 
naino is ■'Jehovah-Tiukii." In the mount of duty and 
i»f trial tho I/oitl is aeon manifesting His glory in providing 
nnd delivering. The saints Unit nro lodged in His hands aro 
preserved from enemies and evils of every kind, aud their 
more minute concerns are objects of His deepest interest. 
"The hairs of their licud are nil numbered." Ho keeps 
them "as the npplo of His eye." Their " walls nro eontinu- 
nlly before Him." We should ever repose the utmost con- 
fidence in Him for all provision, guidance, nnd blessing. 

This commendution to God is made in frrrent prayrr. 
Tho Aposllo 1'nul is eminently distinguished by his 
frequent prayers for (he churches. "Always in every 
pniyer of inino making request with joy." (Phil. i. -I.) 
-How uncensinglv I make mention of you always in my 
pnivors." (Horn, i. 0.) Thoo prayers are the outpour- 
ingi of tho heart, which characterise faithful ministers, 
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godly pnronls, mid ull who desire tlio peace and 
prosperity or tho church of God. Tlio Saviour's ministry 
on onrlh was, in nil parts of it, the constant utlorunco 
of prayer for those whom Tie came to redeem. As if His 
whole heart mid life found expression in thin exercise, Ilo 
declnros in one of the prophet ie psalms, " I i-haykii."* 
(Ps. cix. -I.) Committing His own spirit to tho Kuthor. 
Ilo likewise commends to Him J lis pcoplu nnd nil tlioir 
interests; and His life in glory is continually occupied 
with intercession on their behulf. (Hob. vii. 25.) The 
ministry of the Apostles was eminently characterised by 
tho siimo spirit of pniyer nnd supplication; anil the 
salutations and conclusions of almost nil their inspired 
loiters aro the expression of this spirit. Tho nbundnut 
blessing that followed tlioir labours wits tho fruit of 
committing their work to the Maxtor whom (hoy sorved, 
and of commending to Him, in prayer continually, the 
church to which lliey ministered. Such should be our 
olemenl and the spirit of our work. The frequent epm- 
inondation to God of ourselves, und of lhone among whom 
we luhoiir. brings us within the sphere of blessing. At 
" the throne of grace" we obtain mercy, and find souson- 
ablo grace to help. What in prayer wo entrust to Him 
Ho will assuredly koep. Tho answer lo believing, 
wrestling prayer will bo roturncd in showers of blessing. 

This commendation is made in tho confidence of faith and 
hope. AVc ask in faith, expecting tho blessing. "The 
blessings which we desiro when we ])rny, believing that 
wo receive them, we shall have thorn." (Mark xi. 21.) Tho 
prayer of faith lays hold of tho promise, and pleads, "Lord, 
do as Thou bast said." He whose name is Faithful cannot 
dony Himself. "He is not a man that lie should lie. 
Until Ho spokon, and will He not do it? Hath Ilo said 
it, and will He not bring it lo pitas?" Our prayers arc 
offered in vain if wo do not present tlioni in tho confidence 

• Such u tho brief, ompliulio expression in tho original. 
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of present expectation. God is infinitely more ready to 
give than we are to ask of Him. Taking hold of IIU 
strength, and approprintiug and resting on Divine jrower, 
wo have tbo warrant to expect tho blessing for ourselves 
und othors. "This is tho conudonco that wo havo in Him, 
that, if wo ask anything according to His will, lie hoaruth 
us: and if wo know that He hoar uh, whatsoever wo ask, 
we know tliul wo havo tho politions thut wo desired of 
Him." (I John v. 1*1.) Fuitli honours God by committing 
souls to Him, and entrusting to His keeping objects of 
inestimable valuo; and Ho honours failli, by boingfiiithfiil 
to tho trust, and by unswcriiig graciously thu suppliant'* 
prayer. Wo aro warranted to chnrish tho fullest persuasion 
that what wo entrust to Him, Ho will preserve in safety 
to tho day of His future glorious appcurnnco, und thou 
render it back with greatly increased honour and glory. 

This surrender is made for tho most weighty reasons. 
God, to whom His servants commend the church and its 
intorosts, lias a *perial propriety in them. Ho lm.s the 
interest of a Father in the child of his affections. His 
claim of possession is absolute und iincliaiigenble. The 
saints ore God's by election, by cuvemiiit-iirruiigcincnt. by 
redemption and tho promise. They are to Him u ]>eoplc 
of inheritance, and "a peculiar treasure." He keeps them 
ns "tho apple of His oye." They are graven on the 
palms of His bonds, and their walls are continually before 
Him." (Ian. xlix. 10.) Johovah bus therefore a pwulinr 
interest in thorn. They aro insc|>arably connected with 
Hie glory in tho world. His cure over them is tender and 
perpetual. We may rest assured thut Ho is ever willing 
to receive and to keep tho objects in which lie cherishes 
so loving and constant nn interest. 

Those need to bo entrusted to God's hand, because of 
the numerous and great danger* to which they are continually 
exposed. Thoy live in a world of enemies; they suffer 
from "the strife of tongues," and aro exposed to hatred, 
misrepresentation, and reproach. They are called to suffer 
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ivorseculion in various forms: io reviling, llio despoiling 
of their goods, and the taking nwny of thoir liberty nnd 
life. They sulFer from numerous evils in thoir own hearts. 
Thoir adversary, tlio devil, conlinunlly goes about ns ti 
roaring lion, seeking to devour lliom. It in moot, there- 
fore, to commend them Io II im who enn oiroctunlly preserve 
and deliver from enemies and evils of whatever kind. As 
the Saviour interceded for His disciples, nnd for nil 
believers, so should wo plead for thoso whom wo commit to 
Mini. "I pniy not thnt Thou shouldcst tnko thorn out of 
Iho wurld. hut thnt Thou shonldost keop thorn from the 
evil." (John xvii. 15.) 

They nre tctak and hdplf*x in tfomxrhtK, nnd therefore 

they need Divino keeping. Unnblo Io tnko euro of thoin- 

selvos. they lmvo of themselves no defenco agninst 

enemies. Thnmgli the power of corruption williin. and of 

temptation without, I hoy aro linhle to full. The holiest 

man. if left to himself, is no mutch for tho tempter, nnd 

may he overcomo by the leant unsul>diicd sin in his 

heart. Vet 8utnii "dreads a saint ujhiu liis knees." for 

he draws u|>on the strength of Johovnh, nnd brings 

()mni]H)tent > e into tho field by prnyor. Laying hold upon 

Divino promised strength, wo can wrostlo successfully 

with the powers of darkness. Wo ''nro ablo to stand in 

Iho evil day." Evon in conflict wo becomo "moro than 

eoiujuerors; " nnd, in tho end, wo obtain assured victory. 

Helpless in ourselves, when wo nre weak, wo nro yet 

"strong in tho Lord, nnd in tho power of His might." 

Tho God of Hosts is our nid. Worm Jacob becomes "a 

now sharp threshing instrument having teeth, (o thresh 

the mounlniiiH, and boat thorn stiuill, and mnko tho hills an 

chaff. The wind shall curry them nway, and tho 

whirlwind of Divino vongonnco shall scatter thoiu." The 

weak nnd powerless, thus nidc<l, shall " rejoico in the 

T/ord, and shnll glory in Iho Holy Ono of Isruol." 

(Isa. xli. 15, 1C.) They arc destined to future honour and 

glory; and it is fit thoy should bo entrusted to Him who 
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can nlono bring thorn to its full enjoyment. Thoy are 
,4 tho many eons" to bo brought " to glory." Even now, 
tboy aro a royal diailom in tho hand of thoir God, mid a 
"joy and prniso in the earth." Hereafter tlioy shall \m 
"jewoU," polished and sot in tho Kedoomor's mediatorial 
crown; mid shall shine forth with peerless bistro in the 
kingdom of their Fnthor. Tie to whom thoy are com- 
mended keeps thorn with a viow to the future glory to 
which thoy nro predestined. 1 [is faithfulness is concerned, 
nnd His honour pledged, that none of thorn shall he lost 01 
full short of tho dignity to whieh they were appointed. 
Tho good Shepherd, who died to suvo thcni. gives thorn 
eternal lil'o. Ho assures them that they shnll never perish, 
nnd thut none shall pluck them out of His Imnd. 
(John x. 28.) As He commends ihem to tho Head of the 
now covenant, ho declares, '• My Father, which gave them 
Mo, is greater than all ; nnd no ninn is able to pluck them 
out of my Father's linnd." (John x. 28, '29.) The 
Saviour, one with lh«» Father in nature, and in the 
purpose of human redemption, to whom the saints nro 
commended, is "able to keep them from fulling. :md to 
present thorn faultless before tho presence of Hi» glory 
with exceeding joy." (Judo 21.) 

II. Foil WHAT OIUKCT3 TIIKY AltK COHMKXl>KD TO TIIK 
WOltll OK IllS GltACK. 

Uy tho "word of His grace" somo understand Christ 
Himself— the living Personal Word. The climso taken in 
this sense would mean that the commendation is imt only 
to Clod, as the covenant-head of the redeemed, hut ulso l«> 
Christ nnd His grace. As the Saviour, in the upper 
.hamber, said in His fan- well discourse of consolation. 
"Ye bolievo in Ood. heliove also in Me" (John xiv. I), 
so bore tho clinch is entrusted for preservation. ..ml her 
future glorilieation. to the Father and the Snn-the two 
Inch contracting parlies in the covenant. Knllior. .t is to 
the Gospel of free grace, the gracious word of promise, 
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tlint I ho saints uro commended us the grand moans of 
llioir preservation— us tho source to ilium of iimiiifold 
blessing. This is emphntienlly "tho wonl of Hi* grnco," 
us it contains mid holds forth tho infinite favour of God to 
lost Million. It is itself (ho elEucl of God's free gmco to 
muu, unci is tho up|>oiiited means of implanting grnco in 
tho soul. Tho Goxpfl. to which I ho church is commoiided, is 
tho grand declaration of God's grace and" lovo to sinful 
men. Tho salvation which it rovonls and brings nonr is 
wholly of sovorcign free grace. Tho plan of human 
redemption, devised from eternity, was laid in grnco; iU 
disclosure in time, with tho application of ull saving 
blessings, is in gratuitous lovo and tender mercy. " Grnco 
reigns through righteousness unto eternal life, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord." (Itom. v. 21.) "Thai in tho ages 
to eonio He might show tho exceeding riches of His grnco, 
in His kindness toward us through Christ Jesus." 
(Kpli. ii. 7.) Tho Gospel of Christ not only reveals tho 
fulness of the grace of tho covenant, but it brings it near 
and imparts it to tho soul. Embracing the wonl of snlvu- 
tion, and quickened by its life-giving {tower, wo are 
brought under the dominion of grace. The wonl becomes 
''spirit und life," und is tho engrafted word, received with 
patience, which is nblo to save tho soul. 

Helievcrs uro commended to this wonl, that thoy may bo 
spiritually ftdighUntd and titnet tjitd . Tho truth in tho hand 
of tho Spirit has potent virtue to olevutc and transform tho 
moral nature. It is like tho dew to refresh and fertilise, 
and liko tho lire to transform and purify. "My doctrine 
shall drop as tho rnin, my speech shall distil as tho dow, 
as the small niin upon tho tender herb, and ns the showers 
upon tho grass." (Dout. xxxii. 2.) Tho Gospel is tho 
jubilco sound proclaiming spiritual freedom to tho bouds- 
mnn of sin, and inspiring joy into tho hearts of thoui that 
know it. Their hearts are "purified by faith" in Uic 
wonl. Tho Saviour's prayor is fulfilled— "Sanctify thorn 
through or in Thy truth: Thy word is truth." (John xvii. 
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17.) The Gospel is tho ordained means of conforring all 
saving light^tho light of knowledge, and of comfort and 
joy. In its reception, "the Day-stnr "— the pledge thai 
the night is gone, and tho horbingor and lionild of Uie 
approaching day— "arisen in Hie heart." (2 Pot. i. 19.) 
Increasing spiritual light, and advancement in snnclifieu- 
tion, are tho offoots of tho word of tho Saviour's grnco. 
For such attainments, individuals nnd churches uro com- 
mended to it. Thus they "grow in grace and in the 
knowledgo of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ." 
Thus "tho path of tho just" becomes as the ndvanciiig 
light, "shining more and more unto tho perfect day." 
(Prov. iv. 18.) 

Tho word of God's grace m a perfect and unerring rtdr 
of conduct, and to it, us such, tho objects of iulorest mid 
affection uro commended. The revealed word is the in- 
fallible rule of faith and worship und practice. It is (lie 
lamp of henvon shining on tho path, and the light provided 
to direct tho stops. Thus young moil learn to purify their 
way; the waudorernnd the simple are guided intn thiMvuy 
of ]>enco; nnd all aro preserved from the put lis of the de- 
stroyer. Tho Gospel is "the royal Jaw of liberty." Its 
precepts give life; its promises are tho pilgrim's support 
and comfort. Living and walking by its light, the difficul- 
ties and dangers of tho way nro surmounted. The feet ure 
"shod with the preparation of the Gospel of pence." 
Wisdom's ways aro found to be "pleasantness, und nil 
her paths aro peace." With hearts enlarged, "wo run the 
way of God's procopts;" " we run and are not weary; we 
walk and are not faint." (P*. cxix. 32; Isn. xl. 31.) 

Tho word of God's grnco is u shnld against- aiemte* mid 
danger* of ercry Hud. A principal part of "the whole 
armour of God" is "the shield of faith, whereby wo are 
ablo to quench tho fiery darts of tho wicked." (Kph. vi. 16.) 
These "fiery dnrts" are the numerous and diversified 
temptations of Satan nnd his instruments, directed iigninst 
tho believer from different quarters, pointed against all 
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the gracious attainments of Ww spirit, chuructor, niul lift?. 
Every saint is called to conflict mid suffering. Tho only 
effectual instrument of dofciico is tlio Word of Owl. 
Received and believed in tlio heart, it is potent to blunt 
and turn aside tlio shafts of tomplntion, nnd to foil the 
tempter. Tho Saviour, when lompted in tho wilderncas, 
vanquished tho adversary when Ho appealed ngnin and 
again to tlio w»rd, by tlie power of rovcnled truth, dec-hir- 
ing. "Tims it is written." Moses, by tlio snmo moans, 
despised tho treasures of Kgypl. and, as Jewish writers 
allege, t nun pled under foot tho crown of n kingdom. His 
eye was steadily fixed upon tho bright recompense of 
i-ownrd revealed in tho word; and tho pleasures of sin, 
and the riches nnd glory of an empire, appeared to him 
insignificant and worthless. Faith in tho Gospel has 
over been an impenetrable shield against tho assaults of 
enemies — nn nit -sufficient protection agninst nil dangers. 
A popish friar, when expressing indignation agninst the 
Reformat ion, said, "Wo could eiisily havo persuaded the 
stupid Germans, had it not been for the word which 
Luther held, nnd the doctrine of free grnco which lie 
preached." 

This, moreover, is the effect mil cordial and support in all 
afflict ion* nnd trial*. When tho word of His gnicc is kept, 
"tho Father and tho Son come and mako their ul>ode 
in the henrt." (John xiv. 18.) TluiH, too, tho promised 
Comforter teaches nil things, nnd "brings nil things to 
remembrance, whatsoever .Testis has s|H)ken." (John xiv. 
126.) In tho fullest, largest souse, imiy tho believer declare. 
"This Thy "Word is my comfort in mine nflliction." By it 
tho Spirit's presence and power are felt in calming, on- 
lightening, nnd elevating the mind, and in filling the heart 
with joy and penco in hclioving. "Through eoni fort nnd 
patioucc of the Scriptures, wo hnvo hope" (Horn. xv. 4.) 
Tlio promise, appropriated and experienced in its saving 
power, becomes u priceless, inexhaustible treasure It 
proves the balm nnd solace of a wounded spirit, it ministers 
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strong consolation in sorrow, it gives tho assured pledgo ot 
victory whon in conflict, and is ih earnest of futuro bliss. 
Through tho hopos inspired by tho Wortl, we glory in 
tribulation; and, looking forward to tho blessedness of all 
promises fulfilled, wo rejoice thut God'8 testimonies con- 
tinue for over. "Unless Thy luw hud boon my deliglit. 
I should thou liure perished in mine nMliction. I will 
novor forget Thy precepts: for with them Thou hnsl 
quicken od inc." (Ps. cxix. 02, 93.) 

How ample is the ground for joyful confidence and 
nssurod hope, in com milting to God and tho wool of His 
grnco tho objects of our fervent prayers and endeared 
affections! This God of salvation hears prayer, anil is 
ever ready to receive those who are commended to Iliin. 
Ho can porform for them nil tilings most porfeclly. To 
His saved ones Ho stands in all tender and imdcuring 
relations. They arc coin mended lo a Father to pily them, 
to a Physician to heal their diseases and pnias, to a 
Husband's louder love mid affect ion, to a .Shepherd to 
leud and guide thoin till Ho folds them in glory. It \» to 
tho mercy, love, power, and infinite wisdom of a covenant - 
God that thoy are entrusted. Through the Gospel of 
sovoreign grace, all Jehovah's merciful character is made 
known — all His salvation is conferred. His promises, 
"exceeding great and precious," are all "yea and amen in 
Christ Jesus." Thoy were " tried words" to I he Surety. 
when He obeyed und suffered in the room of His people, 
and I hoy will certainly be accompli died lo "the heirs of 
salvation." ltolyiug on tho faithful word of promise, 
tho full treasures of the covenant become theirs. "The 
Lord God," to whom by the word of His gruco they are 
toinmitlcd, is "their God for ever and ever." Ho "is a 
sun and shield, who will give grace and glory, and with- 
hold no good from them that walk uprightly." "Happy 
is that people, Unit is in such n ease: yea, happy is that 
people, whose God is the Tiortl." (Ps. Ixxxiv. II: 
cxliv. 150 
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III. TlIK HIIKAT TIMXOS KXPHCTKU TO IIK IK>XK FOR Til KM. 

Those aro briefly but emphatically declared, "Which 
itt tililc to build thorn up, mid to givo thorn mi inheritance 
amoug all them which tire sanctified." Tho roforoncc has 
bi'eii taken to bo to "the wont of His grace." Tho Gospel, 
in thi' hum! of tho Spirit, is tho nicniiH nnd instrument of 
incrvtiso in hfiliui'ss mid stability, mid of bringing to tho 
inhfriluiirt' of I Ik? saints in glory. Tho blessed result is 
rather t«> be ascribed to Oo<l Himself, who workoth nil in 
all. Tho gracious el feels of tho word nro altogether 
from His presence nnd power working in nnd through it; 
:md His is the exclusive nnd undivided glory. IIo is over 
veudy to perform, through His word, nil things perfectly, 
lie is libit; to keep them from fulling, to succour tho in who 
aro templed, and to save to tho uttermost nil that will come 
unto God through Iliin. (Hob. ii. 18; vii. 25.) His ability 
is moral; it is that of sovereign right nnd unchangeable 
law. '* L'ower hcloiigclh unto God. Also unto Him 
belonged! mercy." His authority is sovereign ami supreme, 
not only over thoso who are given Him to kcop nud bless, 
but over all I hut would injure thorn, or in any wiso hiudor 
their salvation. His is, in the fullest sense, willing ability. 
Ho welcomes to His bosom of lovo and arm of jiowor 
those who botakc themselves to His morcy, nnd that arc 
committed to Him in hupo of His salvation. Wo should 
rest in tho joyful contidouco that God is able and willing 
to keep and bless whnlover is, in faith and prayer, com- 
mended to Him. 

The work designed is hicrettar in gract and spiritual 
progress, lie is ablo to "build them up" as well as to 
preserve them. Edification is prc-ominently God's work. 
This is a fuvourito figure with the Apostle Paul to sot 
forth progress nnd stability in tho Divine life. Christ 
Testis is tho living foundation laid in Zion, "elect, 
prcciotiB," nnd the head stono of the corner. Ueliovors, 
united to Him as living stones, grow up as u holy e<liGcc, 
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preserving ito symmetry, na it rises in height, mul 
habitation of God through tho Spirit," God jjorfcct. .... 
well ob quickons. Ho confirms nnd strengthens; and, 
despite of obstaclca, nnd opposition nnd weakness, lie 
advances tho spiritual building, not only of the whole 
church, but also in the hearts of tho saved, till IIo will 
bring forth tho hond atone, with hosnimns, "Grace, grow 
unto it." (Zcch. iv. 7.) 

TTo secures their rternal glorification. The rommeiidnt ion 
to God nnd the word of His grace looks forward to n 
blossod end. For those entrusted to Him we not only 
hook security fnmi danger nnd delivcrnnco from evil, hut 
positivo felicity for ever. It is that they nmy como to the 
full inheritance of lifo nnd solvation, of God nnd heaven. 
nnd may on joy it in bliss unspeakable throughout 
otcrnity. Thin most comprehensive blessing implies that 
thoy nro made heir*. This is inseparable from their 
sonship. "If ehildren, then hoirs." (Iiom. viii. 17.) In 
scripture phraseology, the inheritance is never said to 
pertain to sen-ants, but to children of the family. The 
iiihoritnnco is something that is held by no unauthorised 
or uncortnin tenure. It is what we enn call our own and 
onjoy ns properly ours. As children of God, all thnt (he 
Father has. mid thnt the Elder Brother possesses, holongs 
to us by free gift nnd by indefensible right. The promised 
lifo, glory, heaven, nro ours by God's sovereign gift ; and. ns 
united to Christ, and wearing His iinngo, we <duill enjoy 
tho full inheritance in our perfected nature. "All nn- 
yours; nnd ye are Christ's; nnd Christ is God's/' 

(I Cor. iii. 2*2, ill.) 

This inheritance is to be shared in fellowship mth 
tho win/* in ylonj. II is "ninunjr nil them which nn- 
sanctified." Those that were separated, consecrated, and 
mnde holy ones, an; the fellow-heirs. Uy snnetineulion of 
lienrtnnd life, they were made moot for tho inheritance: 
nnd with all such, and not n few only, will it hereafter be 
fully enjoved. Willi the saints dispersed through dillcrcnt 
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countries, ami wilh varied measures of iittniniitoiil in 
holiness, wo huvo fellowship imw. (I John i. 3; I Cor. x. 1C.) 
Wo shall bo admitted l«» full communion wilh perfect 
saint* hnreuflor. Gathered from many lnndtt, and emerging 
out of much tribulation, the redeemed huvo all washed 
their robes, to muko tliom while in th« Jamb's bhwd. 
••Without spot or wrinkle, or any such thing." I hoy ore 
presented f unit loss before I ho presouco of His glory with 
exceeding joy. They muul together in tho Futhor's many 
miiiiMoucd house in heaven; mid their bliss is ouhunccd 
by the lofty und unending coinmuuion which they roulise 
in tho immediate presetico of God in glory. 

For this inheritance they hurt an imttftasiblc title, oh 
they will at length be instated in its full possession. Thoy 
woro chosen to il from bofuro the foundation of tho world. 
Like ancient Canaun, assigned to Abraham's seed, it is 
the lot of tho inheritance to which I hoy wore predestined. 
It is held out to them in precious promises, which they 
embrace us the ground of their sure hope. Xlio title to ilo> 
sure iwssessiou is given thorn in tho imputtitiuii of the 
Kcdcumcr's righteousness. This is cleared up by the 
ijpirii's work in su net i lien lion. According us thoy are 
lilled with joy and pcaco in believing, they boo the laud 
that is fur olF, and rejoice in hope of tho glory of God. 
Tho Saviour's intercession in heaven secures it, tluit His 
saints shall ut length bo with Him where Ho is, thai they 
may behold His glory. (John xvii. 21.) In tho prospect 
of this blissful |>osM?ssioii, they sing with joyful confidence 
— ''Thou sbult guide me wilh Thy couutcuuucc, and after- 
ward receive me to glory." (l's. lxxiii. 21.) 

Sonet ifitat ton is their mutiut* /or the inheritance, nud 
nidy Mitcttfed ones enjoy it. Tho iuheritancu is that of 
"the saint* in light." It is a. joint one, of which each 
suint lias un ussigucd portion. Il is "i/i light" iucontrust 
to tho darkness of their unconverted stuto, und to thoir 
imperfect spiritual illumination whilo on earth. This light 
consists in spiritual knowledge, purity, love, and joy. Wo 
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(ire "mootoned" for tlio inlioritanco by receiving from tho 
Fatlior the adoption of sons. A judicial mootness for it in 
obtainod in justification; a porsonnl mootness becomes ours 
through progressive growth in holiness — in snnctificntion. 
Nono might ontor tho innor court of the nnciont sanctuary 
but tho priosts. So tho saints, who nro a royal priesthood, 
aro prepared for tho hoavouly inheritance, and nt length 
admitted to its full enjoyment. This inheritance is ours 
by a Hcalod charter that can never bo en n celled, and the 
indwolliug Spirit is tlio soal nnd earnest of it. HolincHH 
is tho element and cssonco of tho heavenly felicity. Into 
tho Now Joriisnlcm "thoro shall in no wiso enter any 
thing that dofiloth, noilhor whnlsoovor worketh nbominu- 
tion or mnlcoth a lie; but Uioy whicli aro written in tho 
Lamb's book of lifo." (Rov. xxi. 27.) "Ilis namo shrill 
bo in thoir foreheads." (Rev. xxii. 1.) "Theso have 
washod thoir robes, nnd mndo thorn wliito in tho blood of 
tho Lamb." (Rev. vii. 16.) Ho that is nblo lo build them 
up, Ho who confers on them now tho inheritance in tillu 
nnd rovorsion, will, without fail, conduct thorn to its full 
nnd glorious possession. Ho will nt Inst "presont thorn lo 
IlimBolf, a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle, 
or any such thing; but that it should bo holy, and without 
blemish." (Eph. v. 27.) 

In Conclusion. 
It deeply concerns us to bo acquainted with the 
exercise of commending ourMlw and others to God. and the 
word of Hi* grace. This yielding ourselves to God in 
voluntary sclf-surroudcr is tho first net of a living faith. 
Accepting of Christ ns Ho is presented in the Gospel offer. 
wo give ourselves wholly to Him, and entrust nil our in- 
terests for timo and eternity into His hnnds. AVe omhmce 
the promise, and take the word to bo tho directory of our 
lifo-tho infallible rule of our fnith and practice. Every 
subsequent act of faith leads to the same unreserved holy 
dedication. All religious duties-pnvnte. social, nnd 
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public — aro tho expressions of this sclf-siirrondor. In 
performing thorn aright wo declare, "Thino wo aro, mid 
on Thy side, boh of David." " Lord ! I nin thino, savo 
mo. I hove sought Thy precepts." (Pa. cxix. 91.) 1'Vo- 
quontly, nt stolod times, nnil on particular occasions, wo 
should thus coiiunoiid ourselves and others to God, and to 
tho word of l[is grnco. If n "Hfo of holiness is ft lifo of 
rcnowod nets of self-dedication to God," it becomes us, by 
faith, ui id in enrnest pray or for ourselves, and by inter- 
cession for others, to mnko tho full deli bora to surrondor. 
What wo commend to Him is His own by paramount 
claim, nnd by tlio highest right; nnd when wo rccogniso 
] lis claim and yiold to Hi in whnt wo hnvo from Him, wo 
give Him tho glory which is His duo, nnd which Ho will 
novor givo to nnothcr. 

This commendation to God nnd the wont of His grnco 
j'h fitted to impart confidence and abounding xpiritnal comfort. 
God performs for His people all things most perfectly. Ho 
cannot deny Himself. His covonnnt-ehnractor, as tho God 
of grnco nnd salvation, is pledged to rccoivo nnd novor to 
reject nny that coino to Him, and to kocp and bless all that 
aro committc<l to Him. His now covenant-relations — 
endearing and unchangeable — gunrantoo preservation, 
support, nnd blessing abundant to all to whom He sustains 
them. Ho is n Father, nil-loving mid compassionate; a 
Vriond, over faithful ; a Husband, Brother, nnd Shophord 
— an ovorlasting Portion. When all tondor relations aro 
exhausted, and tho comfort and happiness which thoy 
minister hnvo been fully on umorutod; ns infinitely surpass- 
ing them nil, " Ho is not nshnmed to bo cullod their God, 
for Ho hath propnrod for tliom a city." (Hob. xi. 1C.) 
This cominondntiou is tho act of committing objects of 
interest to tho special favour and affection of tho God of 
lovo. It is entrusting thorn to His gracious providonco, 
and seeking for thorn tho direction, support, and supplies 
which the providential administration in tho hands of thoir 
Elder Brother is Gtted to furnish. We have (ho fullest 
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assuranco that this em-render to Israel's watchful kooper 
will not bo in vein; and that tho blossings sought will not 
he withheld. "Tho Lord redcemeth tho souls of Hie 
servants." "Nono of thorn that trust in Him shall bo 
desolate." « Tho eyes of the Lord run to and fro through- 
out tho whole enrth, to show Himself strong in behalf of 
thorn whose heart is perfect toward Him." "The young 
lions do lack, nnd suffor hunger; but they that scok tho 
Lord shall not want any good thing." (IV xxxiv. 22 ; 
2 Chron. xvi. 9 ; Ps. xxxiv. 10.) Commended to Him, Ho 
will deliver thorn from all ovil, nnd save (heir souls in 
death. Committed to His eternal blessedness, Ho will Jit 
thorn for its onjoynicnt, welcome them ut last to its full 
possession, and communicate to thorn transcendent pleasures 
at His right hand for ovormoro. Tho church, committed 
to God and tho word of His grace, Ho will koop as His 
"vinoyard of red wine, nnd water it every momont." 
(Isa. xxvii. 2, 3.) Sho shall bo presented u glorious 
church; and bo brought ns tho Urido, tho Lamb's wife, 
into the pnlaco of tho king, to abido for ever. Individual 
saints so entrusted, are kept from falling, blessed with all 
spiritual blessings in Christ, and at length "presented 
fniritlcss before His glory with exceeding joy." 

Wo should tire as musette* emu utftulnf to Gvtt and the 
tcord of His gr<icr t and as thoso who entrust othrrx to the 
Ditine care and toping. We should realise God's gracious 
prcseuco, nnd livo in constant dependence upon His al- 
mighty powor nnd nll-nufliciont grace. Bought with a 
price, and claimed ns His heritage nnd portion, wo are in 
no senso our own. Wo arc commanded to " trust in (he 
Lord for over; for in tho Lord Jehovah there is overlnst- 
ing strength." Our unspeaknblo honour is to serve Him; 
our privilogonnd happiness to delight ourselves in Him. 
Our confidonco should for ever bo in His merry. What 
van wo possibly want that Ho is not nblo nnd willing to 
bestow? Our early dedication to God is often the sourco 
of grateful trust; und subsequent nets o( commendation lo 
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Him, whether of ourselves, or of lis by othors, will fre- 
quently iniiiUtor strong consolation. " Thou nrt my hope, 

Lord Gotl ; Tliou nrt my trust from my youth. By Theo 
hnvc I been hoMou up from the womb ; thou nrt Ho thnt 
took mo out of my mother's bowels; my prniso shall bo 
oonlinunlly of Theo." (Ps. lxxi. 5, C.) Tho word of the 
Saviour'** grace is tlio appointed medium of communicating 
nil the blessings of the coveiinnt to tho heirs of salvation. 
It is alike our duty and privilogo to mnko constant use of 
it, rely on it with assured confidence, and draw from it nil 
the supplies of grace nnd strongth thnt wo need. "Thy 
word is settled fnst in the heavens; thy faithfulness to all 
generations." Tho word is to dwell in us richly in nil 
wisdom; and Hub should be the ground of all our hope: 
" My hope is in His word." " Thy words were found, nnd 

1 did cat them; nnd Thy word was unto mo tho joy nnd 
rejoicing of my heart, for I am called by Thy name, 
Lord God." (Jer. xv. 1C.) 

Finally — As commended to God, we should expect the 
bUtsed hitter itauec. ami prepare for its full enjoyment. TIo 
that converts will assuredly build up and establish. He 
will confirm nnd make strong what TIo has wrought for 
us. Despite of nil weakness nnd unworthiness on our 
part, and all enmity and opposition from wlmtovor quarter, 
TIo will carry forward the building of mercy, till tho hcad- 
stono is brought forth with loud hosnnnae of "Grace, 
grnco unto it." (Zcch. iv. 2.) Tho God of salvation will 
bring to the full inheritance in heaven. This is secured 
in the covenant, and held forth in (he word of tho promise. 
God is faithful to perform the fedoml engagement, nnd to 
accomplish fully His word of promise. "TInth TIo spoken, 
and will Ho not bring it to pass?" Lot us prepare for 
entering shortly into the full possession. Tho inheritance 
reserved in heaven is for saints only; and in the blissful 
fellowship of them who are perfectly snnctifiod. The 
enjoyment of privilege is inseparably con nee tod with the 
discharge of duty ; and though eternal life is a gift ubsolutelv 
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free, it is enjoyed alone in tho way of devoted obodionco. 
"Blessed are they that do His commandments, that they 
may have right to tho Trco of life, and may ontor in 
through tho gates into the city." By admission to tho 
family, they become heirs of God, and joint heirs with 
Christ. The "Spirit of adoption" within them prepares 
them for admission to tho heavenly inheritance, and is 
tho earnest and seal of its perfect onjoymont. Jesus, tho 
Lord of glory, who is nblo and willing to confer tho 
inheritance, says, "Behold, I come quickly." Waiting 
for His coming, and anticipating it with joy. wo should 
confido in His unchangeable love and fai I li fulness. Yet 
a little while, and wo "shall sec His face in righteousness, 
and bo satisfied with His likeness." Heaven with all its 
glory and blcssodness will be ours in everlasting posses- 
sion. We shall bo heirs of tho promise, of life, of salvation, 
of a Thrco One God for ever. 



THE REDEEMER, IN HIS LIFE, DEATH, 
AND UNIVERSAL LORDSHIP, THE 
SUPPORT AGAINST ALL FEARS. 

ItcviiLATiox i. 17. IS— '-Ami Ho laid Ilin right liitiul upon me, 
Niyiiif,' unto hip, Fear nut; I inn lliu flna mid tlio Liet: I nm 
]!<• iIli! livith, and wiih dcml: :md, behold, I nm nlive for 
evermore, Amen; nud Imve Hie keys of hell nnd of death." 

The emphntic expressions of this toxt nro the words of tlio 
Lord Jesus, spoken lo an honoured servant in circum- 
stances of unusual importance uiul soloinuity. Thoy hnvo 
been re-assuring nnd joy-inspiring to many of God's 
suint.s. when called to arduous duty or to great trials; unci 
not n few, when they have been brought in full view of 
death, mid of an entmnco into tlio eternal world, Imve 
derived from them gracious support nud strong consolation. 
John, tlio beloved disciple, was, through the cruel 
niniidnto of Domitiau, an oxilo in Pnlmos, for the word 
of God. and tho testimony of Jesus. His solitude was 
cheered nnd his afflictions alleviated by Divine gracious 
discoveries, which not only gladdened his heart, but wliich 
were designed to bo a comforting light to the church in 
subsequent days of darkness nnd conflict. He was "in 
tho Spirit," and wrapt in prophetic vision, "on Iho Lord's 
day." A voice bohiud him, as of a trumpet, loud and 
majestic, was heard proclaiming, "I am Alpha and Omoga, 
tho first and the last." When ho turned to boo the voico 
that spake, ho beheld ono walking amid tlio goldon candle- 
Bticks, in august majesty, invested in royal and sacerdotal 
robes. Tho Bgurativo representation exhibits TTim pos- 
sessed of over)' Divine perfection, and distinguished by 
nil mediatorial attributes. In II is right hand were "so von 
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nton " — the emblem of faithful ministers, brought near to 
Him, upheld by His power, and showing forth and reflect- 
ing HU glory. The "sharp two- edged sword," procooding 
out of His mouth, indicntos tlio ponotrnting, discerning 
power of His word, and its two-fold oflico to wound and to 
heal, to convinco and to romovo corruption. His " counton- 
anco" — His porsonal majesty and glory, with His covonant 
favour and lovo— was "as llio sun shinoth in his strongth," 
rasplondout and enlivening. Tlu's constitutes an appro- 
priate representation of tho incarnnto glorified Saviour, 
displaying Him in nttrnctivo luetro, tho central glory, from 
whom o very thing else, soon in vision by tho vcncrublo 
Apostlo, dorivod its significanco and importance. It is not 
properly a representation of the Saviour as Ho rose from 
tho dond, and appeared to His disciples boforo Hib 
ascension to heavon. Nor may it have been in all respects 
an appoaranco such as was made to chosou disciples nnd 
colostinl visitants on the mount of transfiguration. It was 
in nccordanco with tho manifostutions granted to cminont 
saints in tho Old Testament, as to Abraham, Isaiah, 
Ezokiol, Daniel; and whilo suitctl to tho circumstances and 
design of tho revolution to John, it was such n glorious 
appoaranco as Ho now makes in heaven, and as Ho will 
make in iho eyes of nn astonished uni verso at His second 

coming. 

Tho Apostlo had familiarly convorsed with his loved 
Master, nnd had loaned on His bosom when no sat at 
meat, during His porsonal ministry on earth. But w> 
altered was Ho now in external aspect, and so bright and 
overpowering wcro tho manifestations of His glory, that 
ho "foil at His foot ns ono dead." The awful splendour 
of Divino majesty so tilled and overpoworod tho mind; 
and so dooply conscious waa ho of creaturo-distnuce and 
unworthiness, that, liko Daniol whon ho saw tho visions 
of God, ho foil on his fnco to tho ground,— his "comeliness 
-was turned into corruption, and ho retained no strength." 
(Dan. x. 8.) In condescending love nnd compassion, the 
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Saviour laid His right hnnd upon Hie sorvnnt, and spako 
to liiin words of tlio highest oncouragoment nnd of in- 
vigorating consolation. In tho most suitable terms, ITo 
declares (o Him Hi* own exulted nature nnd dignity, tho 
great work which Ho lind already performed on earth, 
His lifo in glory, nnd His univoranl nnd irrosisliblo 
sovereignty and dominion. Ho is tJio Lord of life — tho 
First Cause nnd Ijist End of nil oxistoneo; tho ono porfect 
atoning Sacrifice— tho ri son Saviour, reigning nnd pleading 
in heaven as a priest upon His throne, and to whom nlono 
pertains tho lordship of the invisible world. " Ho has tho 
keys of hell and of dentil." 

We may not unsuitably regard tho gracious declaration 
nnd assurance of this text ns spoken to God's peoplo in 
view of their engaging in a specinl solemn sorvico ; and of 
looking beyond it to trials nnd eon diets on onrth yet to 
come; to a dying scene, nnd toon entrance into tho otornnl 
world. These won Is wore singularly adapted, in their 
Jirst utterance, to tho stato of mind of tho honoured sen-ant 
of Christ, to whom they woro spokon by tho living voico of 
majesty. Ho was in fenr, from tho suddonncss of tho 
vision ; ho was overcomo by tho rosplondont glory of tho 
august Porsonngo into whoso presonco ho was brought. 
And only such an net of condescending kindnoss by tho 
Saviour, nnd such words of favour, proclaiming His work, 
offices, and unchangeable chnractor, could relievo His 
nnxioty nnd fill him with confidonco nnd joy. Tho snmo 
gracious assurance — convoying to tho heart discoveries of 
tho dignity and suitableness of tho Saviour — is wondorfully 
ndnptcd to our frame of mind and spiritual condition whon 
under trial nnd in fenr nnd porplexity. Some oven of 
God's soulod ones may bo called to tho mount of duty and 
privilego under misgivings and disquieting fears. Somo 
may bo forecasting ovils in tho world yet to bo oncoun- 
torod ; and others, through foar of death, may bo frequently 
subject to bondnge. Bottor is it to bo in any of those 
states of mind, howover uncomforlnblo and distressing, 
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than to be found formal and presumptuous. God, in theso 
last days, speaks to us by His Son. Tho Savour is still in 
His written word, and in the Gospel of His grace preached, 
aa when Ho waa seen walking amid tho goldon candlesticks, 
and heard speaking, as with tho voice of a trumpet on 
earth. If tho blessed Spirit will this day reveal Christ to 
the soul, and speak those gracious words individually to 
our hearts, wo will assuredly rise above discouraging foars, 
and will greatly rejoice iu God's salvation. Stay TIo whoso 
office it is to glorify tho nsennded Saviour, and to take tho 
things that aro His and reveal them to the soul, come in 
power with the word, to enlighten, comfort, and seal to tho 
day of redemption ! 

I. The grounds ok yeah, ami tub quacious provision 

for msrEi.i.t.vo IT, 

May bo first briefly noticed. Tho state of mind of tho 
Apostlo, overpowered as ho was with holy awe, arose 
from a sonso of tho great distance botween a God of 
infinito majesty and finito creatures. This even holy aiigols 
and glorified saints fool, and express in thoiracts of solemn 
worship. (Isa. vi. 3; Itov. xv. i.) A sonso of sin, more- 
over, which nearness to God discovers in its utter viloncss 
and demerit, may occasion prostration both of mind and 
body. This first uttoranco of tho exalted Saviour — " Fear 
not," &c, was thoroforo peculiarly season a bio and sup- 
porting, -dispelling tho Apostlo's dread, stilling tho por- 
turbotion of his mind, imparting renewed strength, and, 
abovo all, inspiring full confidonco in tho precious dis- 
coveries of His charnctor and fitness, which tho subsequent 
announcements so forcibly expressed. 

Tho Saviour's address may bo regnrded as bidding 
away diversified fears, and as warranting full trust in His 
offices and salvation by /mtmu* in different condition* and 
ciraunttanee*. Slat i*h fear* characterise tho unregen orated 
and ungodly. Thoso have " tho spirit of lmndngo ngnin to 
fear"— tho spirit of tho slnvo who dreads nnd hates his 
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master, and who trembles at tho thought of boing called 
to givo an account of Ins sorvico, and of rccoiving tho 
rowan! of his un faith fulness. When conscionco is nwnkonod, 
and God's judgmonts aro revoalod against all unrighteous- 
ness of mo», tho wicked feci I lint (hoy have nood to be 
afrnid. " Fonrf illness " nt times will "surpriso tho hypo- 
crites in Xion." All Hint aro unrogonornto and disobediont 
have reason to fonr. Far from God, thoy aro out of tho 
way of pence. God is ongry with tho wicked ovory day. 
Tho judgment to como holds forth tribulation and wrath 
to ovory soul of man that doeth ovil ; nnd tho rolributions 
of n lost otornily present unut tern bio terrors to those who 
oboy not tho Gospol. Yot oven to such tho gracious com- 
mand of tho text may bo tukon ns addressed. A way lias 
been rovcnlcd in which sinners of ovory kind may bo 
dolivorod from tho objects of guilty fonr. An ark of safoty 
hns been providod, by which, whon "warned with fonr," 
ns wns Nouh, wo aro wolcomo to come for dolivornnco nnd 
snlvntiun. Tho call of tho Gospel warrants siimors of tho 
deepest dyo to floe from tho wmth to come. In Christ 
Jesus — thcordnincd Hiding Place — the guilty aro pardoned, 
the lost recovered, and lorrors of whatovor kind nro com- 
plotoly vnnquishe<l. The gracious declaration of tho God 
of salvation to tho sinner is, "Fury is not in mo;" "Lot 
him take hold of my strength, thnt ho may mnko pcaco with 
mo; and ho shnll make pence with me." (Isn. xxvii. 4, 5.) 
Km bracing tho gracious ofTcr, and coining to God through 
Christ, tho believer in delivered from discouraging droad, 
nnd obtains ponco; "I sought tho Lord, nnd Ho hoard me, 
and delivered mo from nil my fears." (Ps. xxxiv. 4.) 

Fears nro somotimes greatly afflictive and dixtremng on 
various grounds, even to G oil's own people. This com- 
mand, addressed to an eminent servant of Christ, is often 
spoken to othor tried beliovors. Fonrs, distressing and 
overcoming, nnd somotimes of long continunuco, arise from 
n www of fin. TIiobo are intensified whon sin is seen ns 
sot in tho brightness of God's sight, and whon it is con. 
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aidered in its manifold aggravations, in connection with 
multiplied privileges and solemn vows, often forgot ton 
and'brokon. "Thou host act our iniquities before Thee, 
our secret gins m tho light of Thy countenance." (Ps. xc. 8.) 
"Against Thee, Theo only, have I sinned, and dono this 
©vil in Thy sight." (Ps. li. I.) Sin brought to remem- 
brance causes fear. Wo sco it in tho light of tho Divino 
liob'noss, and it appears defiling and ruinous. "Who can 
stand boforo this holy Lord God?" Particular sins, as 
unboliof, pride of heart, formality, and hypocrisy, inspiro 
dread of tho Divino displeasure. Idolatry is Hint "ubomin- 
nblo thing" which God hates. A defiled heart mid 
conscience, backsliding, and unfruit fulness, when duly 
felt, oxcito disquieting fears. A eonso of "blood-guilti- 
ness" oppresses tho awakened sinner. Tho confession of 
tho truo penitent is, "My ninny and grcnt transgressions 
are gone up above my bend, and arc become as n weighty 
burden." "In my bones there is no rest for sin thnt I 
havo done." Under convictions, tho awakened sinner 
fears that God will call to account for broken vows, and 
will visit for secret fuults nnd opon trnnsgressions. He 
dreads the rejection of his best services, and destruction 
from the hand of tho Almighty. "Who hath required 
this at your hands, to trend my courts?" "Unto tho 
wicked God saith, What host thou to do to dcclnre my 
statutes, or that thou shouldest toko my covenant in thy 
mouth?" (Ps.l. 10.) 

There are at times, to believers, dUt reusing fears of death. 
and dread of tho judgment to como. In tho finished 
work of tho Saviour deliverance is provided for them who 
"through fenr of death aro all thnir lifeti mo subject to 
bondage." (Hob. ii. 15.) In tho earnest pleadings of 
saints, not unfrcquontly du they cry, "If Thou. Lord, 
shouldest mark iniquity, Lord, who shall stand?" 
"Enter not into judgment with Thy sonant; for in Thy 
sight shall no man living bo justified." (P*. exsx. 3; 
cxliii. 2.) On many other grounds, tho children of the 
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covonant nro nt timoH tried with porploxing doubts nnd 
overcoming fears. Not a fow fool that tlioy nood to mako 
tho confession of tho Apostlo nnd his follow-lnbourore 
— "Our flesh had no rest, but wo woro troubled on 
©very sido; without woro fightings, within woro fears." 
(2 Cor. vii. A.) 

These fears, when wtf«iw, are ttil and mischievous. 
They nro often excited nnd increased through tho temp- 
tations of tho evil ono, who is full of enmity ngninst God 
nnd His servants, nnd who knows how to assail than on 
their weak parts. Thoy ariso from ignorance nnd from 
mistaken views of Christ and His salvation. Distressed 
believers think that Ho is absent or turned to bo their 
enemy, ns t)io disciples in the storm nt sea knew not their 
Deliverer when Ho was nt hand, nnd "cried out for fear." 
Such fears, when oxcessivo, mnr profitable hearing, nnd 
provont tho reception of tho Gospel message. Thoy 
hinder fellowship with Christ. Uolievors, whou giving way 
to discouraging fears, call in question the truth of tho 
promise, and disbcliovo it. As tho Israelite* distrusted 
Moses, when he nnnounccd to them dclivornnce, because 
of their hard bondngo, nnd, through unbcliof, murmured 
in tho wilderness; ns tho Apostles, through fear, bolioved 
not tho roport of tho womon about Christ's resurrection, 
so undue fenrs still generate unbelief, and lend to many 
consequent transgressions. Prevailing fears unfit for 
solemn duties. The Apostle fell nt tho Saviour's feet as 
dend when ho wns overcome with dismay. Ho was 
nrouscd out of tin's unsuitable state, when ho was addressed, 
"Fear not," and when ho wns directed to record in a book 
the things which ho hnd seen nnd heard, nnd to send it to 
tho churches. So Daniel, the "man greatly beloved," was 
raised up, and modo to stand upon his feet, and, with his 
fears robukod, to rccoivo nnd roport the visions of God. 
Ho was bid " Go thy wny, for thou shalt rest, nnd stand in 
thy lot at the ond of tho days." (Dan. xii. 13.) Oux 
constant and present duty is to dismiss undue fears, — to 
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betake ourselves cheerfully to the hardest service, iu tho 
confidence that Ho who enjoins it to ue will uphold and 
bear us through, and grant us tho desired issue. Thus 
approved son-ants of God— such as Nohomiah and Paul, 
Luther, Knox, Calvin, nnd Ren wick — hovo arisen above 
tho fears that assailed them, mid by faith, strong in tho 
Lord, have overcome enemies, and triumphed in God's 
salvation. 

Tho loving Redeemer notice* Hi* ptapW* fears, and 
frequently *peak* to reprove thtm and biff thtm aicay. It 
is obsorvublo that many of tho most precious promises 
and sweotest assurances which are sj>okcn to tho saints 
begin with tho words "Fcnr not." (Isa. xli. 10, 13, 
1-1.) This is the Saviour's voice spokon to reliove their 
distresses, deliver them from enemies, strengthen thorn 
in weakness and trial, nnd itnimutc them with tho hope of 
final salvation. When thev lire tossed on the wnves of 
troublo, nnd nro iu dread through danger, tho Saviour 
draws near and says, "It is I; he not afraid." When ITis 
people are weak and helpless, and thoir enemies arc 
numerous and mighty, He guarantees to thorn seasonable 
and all-sufficient help: "Fear not, thou worm Jacob, nnd 
ye men of Israel; I will help thoe, sailh the Lord, and thy 
Redeemer, tho Holy one of Ismol." (Iso. xli. 14.) And 
when thoy have dark forebodings for the fuluro in life 
and death, He assures them of His gracious presenco nnd 
of iiltiinulo delivorimce, as He did to Jacob iu the visions 
of tho night nt Beershobn: "Fear not to go down into 
Egypt; for I will go down with thee, and I will also bring 
thco up again." (Cien. xlvi. 1.) 

In a two-fold way, the compassionate Saviour, who 
notices His people's fears, is wont to rolieve thorn. First, 
Ho "laid Ifi* right hand" on the Apostlo to raise him up 
nnd strengthen him, and He then addrtwd to him the roicv 
of word*, saying unto him, « Fear not ." Thus does He still 
vffectunllv misc above discouragements, and strengthen 
and deliver. His right hand is His gracious [wwcr. This 



158 TUB 11KDBKMKI1, IX HIS LI KB, DEATH, 

Ho lays on in kinduoss and eondosconsion — not in tho way 
of oxlornnl contact, but by imparting increased strongtli. 
As tho uugol touched Duuiol, wot him on his foot, and 
strengthened him, so tho Saviour rovivos by communicat- 
ing interim! strongth. This Ho imparts boforo Ho spoaks 
to tho hcurt words of strong consolation. Thus His pcoplo 
uro onublod to go with incronsod vigour on thoir way re- 
joicing. Secondly, Hy His gracious word, He bid* away 
their /far*. His is the word of a King, in which thoro in 
power. When He speaks with authority, tho stormy 
clcmouts subsido at His command, enemies and objects of 
fear aro restrained and brought down, (ho tumults of 
thought and passion within nro stilled, and pcuco and joy 
(ill tho heart. 

Tho ends that follow uro a bright and full discovery of 
Himself in I lis person, olfices, work, and unchnngoublo 
character. Spoken to the heart by tho Spirit, and nppro- 
hended by faith, they supply a potent remedy for nnxio- 
tics and distresses of every kind. Thus all fears, from 
whatever quarter they may assail us, are silenced; and 
believers, raised nbovo thorn, havo substantial grounds of 
spiritual consolation and joyful hope. 

II. That we may overcome fkaii, the Saviour is held 

OUT TO L*9 A3 ''THE FlIlST A SI) THE I«AST," THE 

Livixu and Lii-'k-givino One. 

In tho opening discoveries of (his vision, Ho proclaimed 
His pre-eminent dignity and glory — ver. 8, "I am Alphu 
and Omega, tho bogi lining and onding, snith tho Lord." 
Tho redoubling of tho synonymous terms denotes Uio sum 
of existence — tho whole thing comprehended. They doclaro 
His eternal and unchangeable nature. Jehovah Himself 
thus proclaims His self- existence and eternal duration: 
"I the Lord, tho first nnd with tho hist," Isa. xliv. C; 
"1 am tho first, nnd I am tho last, and besido Mo thoro 
is no God." (Isn. xlviii. 120 The enthroned Mediator is 
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tho eternal Son of God. Boforo tho foundation of tho 
world was laid, boforo tho measures of timo l)ognn, Ho 
oxistod as a person in the Godhead. Ho is "tho Fathor 
of eternity."* ITo was "sot up from ovorlasting," and 
ITo will bo when timo shall bo no longer. Of creation Ho 
is tho First Causo. Ho is u tho Boginning," tho "First- 
born of overy creature" Ho is likowieo "the lart" 

oxisting unchanged throughout eternity, and (ho last end 
of oroation. "Doforo mo there is no God, and thoro shall 
bo none after me." Jesus is "tho snino j'ostordny, to-day, 
and for ever." Through ull past ages, Ho was to His 
church tho first — her Head of lifo, and honour, and joy. 
He is now all lior lifo and solvation. Throughout all 
that is yet (o come, Ho will bo tho last, to uphold, and 
comfort, and bless. Ho will bo tho crown and substance 
of tho felicity of tho saints for over. How effectual is 
such a romedy against foam of every kind! Tho Saviour 
has lived through all tho past, and will livo through all 
that is to come. Ho can therefore accomplish all His 
promises, and execute all 11 is purposes. Ho am deliver His 
pcoplo from all evils, mid fulfil their largest expectations. 

In tho whole scheme of hitman redemption , and of nil the 
believer's privileges, Jesus is tho first and the last. In tho 
•rrnnd matter of man's salvation, tho Saviour can declare, 
"I am tho first, because from Mo all things nro; I am the 
last, because to Mo all things returii."t Ho is Head in 
tho now covenant on tho part of tho redeemed. Ho was 
Iho fir*l elect, tho object of tho Father's eternal choice; 
and sinners, that they might bo saved, woro chosen in 
Him boforo tho foundation of tho world. Of tho spiritual 
tomplo Ho is tho Head-stono of tho Corner, (ho whole 
strongth, unity, and beauty of tho building being 
dependent upon Him. Ho is, moreover, tho last end of 



- So kIiouM bo' nwluiwl tho cxpiiwioii iu lsoiali ix. 6, rvmtcrtit 
in our version " Kverlnalintf Fallier." 

t Hii-lmnl of St. Vii-lor. 
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Iho whole gracious contrivance. "Ho nhall buiM the 
tomplo or tho Lord," ami shall ofernnlly "hour tho glory." 
" All things were created by Him," ns tho Fii*t Cnuso, "and 
for nim," ns tho completion nnd glory of tho wholo scheme. 
All tho pntihgrs of tho redocmed omnnato from Christ, 
mid loud to rest mid comphiconcy in Him. The saints aro 
bogottcn in Christ Jesus to a living hope. Ho is the 
Foundation — ''the way, nnd tho truth, and tho life." 
Eternal lifo is begun in Iliin. "Ho that hath the Sou 
hath life." lie preserves, increases, ami perfects tho life 
which He at first implants. Pardon, peace, sn notification, 
mid spiritual joy coino from Christ as tho First Cnuso 
and Fountain -spring; and the end of theso high privileges 
is to conduct to glorious followship with Christ for evor. 
The "crown of righteousness' 1 is conferred by "tholiord, 
the righteous Judgo," in tho day of His second coming. 
Tho "rivor of tho water of life," from which tho ransomed 
of tho Lord drink draughts of immortal bliss, issues from 
beneath "tho tlirono of God and the Lainb." Clirist 
is Himself "tho Trco of lifo in Iho midst of the 
Paradise of God." to which all the redeemed aro gath- 
ered, to sit under its health-imparting mid refreshing 
shade, and to cat of its riponed fruit, continually re- 
newed for ever. 

The grand remedy ngniust fear of every kind is found 
in trust in the Saviour, thejtrtt and the la*t. His Godhead 
is the all -sufficient ground of assured confidence nnd 
blessed hope. With a creature-Saviour as tho object of 
our trust, there would always remain matter of fear; since 
ho is finite, his powor nnd mercy are limited, mid himself 
liable to change. But with n Saviour truly Divino, tho 
sinner has no possible ground to fear, either on account of 
his sins, or because of enemies, however numerous or 
poworful. Nothing is "too hard for the Almighty." 
With God nothing is impossible. To meet every caso of 
weakness or dismay, He speaks tho highest encouragement 
when Ho says, "Fear not, for I am villi thee: be not 
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dismayed; for I am thy God." (Isa. xli. \p.) Ho engaged 
as Hie people's Surety from all eternity; and Ho in given 
"a covenant of the people," oil tho love, and grace, and 
fulness of tho covenant being in Him. His blood is of 
infinite valuo. His love is ovorlasting and unchangeable. 
His righteousness, the ground of tho sinnor's pnrdon and 
acceptance, is Divino. Ho is "tho Author and Fiuisher 
of our faith." He that "bogins a good work" in tho soul 
will finish it. (Phil. i. 6.) He that loved His saints from 
tho beginning with a sovereign, gratuitous ulfoction, will 
love them to tho end. Tho Lord their Redeemer is tho 
Lust, whou they are called out of life, to deliver them from 
all enemies and fears, und to recoivo them to the bliss of 
eternity. " Tho Ixml stood with me, and strengthened 
mo; aud tho Lord shull deliver mo from every ovil work, 
und will preserve mo unto His heavenly kingdom." 
(2 Tim. iv. 18.) 

He is, besides, tho Living and Lifk-oivixo Onk. The 
oppression, "I am Ho thut livoth," which properly belongs 
to verse 17, is stronger thnn in our version, "/ am (he 
Living Our" As when Job gave utterance to strong 
confidence, and the storm and tompcsl of his soul subsided, 
said, "I know thut my Redeemer is the Living One," 
so did the Saviour reveal Himself to the exile of Putmos, 
nnd so does Ho speak to us, to allay and banish our fears. 
Tho declaration can be made by none savo God, and it 
proclaims Him who makes it as truly Divino. He is the 
life which was with tho Father, oud was "manifested to 
us." (1 John i. 2.) "This is tho true God. and eternal 
life" (1 John v. '20.) Ho is "tho fountain" of all life, 
natural, spiritual, and oternnl. As the Futhor has life 
in Himself— underived, independent, and nll-suNieicnt, 
so has the Son in its original and exhaust loss 
source. Ho quickens whom He will. All tho life, of 
whatever kind, that is in creatures, is as streams issu- 
iug from this unfathomable fountuin. Amid tho do- 
cay. and death, and dissolution of created objects, He 
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continues the same, ami his years fail not — llio Evor- 
living One* 

As Milliliter, Ho is, in tlio fullest sonso, tho life of his 
people, and St lives for them. It is pi von to tho Saviour 
"to hnvo life in IIimnolf," lliut ho may eonfor otornnl Hfo 
on as many as God linth given Ifiin. (John v. 2G.) Thin 
plainly declares His otornnl power mid Godhond. In no 
proper sense could it bo givon Him to have life in Himsolf 
if Ho wore not "tlio trno God, nnd eternal lifo." Tliut 
which was given Him in tlio eternal covonunt was 
mediatorial life, that Ho might imparl it to tho objects of 
His .Snroty-underlnkiiig. Christ i« His pcoplo's lifo. It 
is "hid with Christ in God;" kept for sccrosy, nnd 
• oncenled in its sourco, and spirit, and onds from others, 
to be gloriously manifested nt His future npponrnnca. 
Tho lifo which Ho imparts Ho will prcsorvo, and givo it 
more nbundnutly. It is "in Himself," and Bccurcd by tho 
plodgo of His own immortality. "Hcciiuso I livo, yo shall 
live also." This is tho bcliovor's joy, and his triumph 
over nil enemies and fears. "I know that my Redeemer 
livoth," &<:. (Job xix. 25.) Ho lives to reign and plead 
for mo. In n changeful, dying world, whoro frionds and 
4:0111 forts decay, and I myself am fading llcsh, my joy is 
that my Redeemer never changes, nnd is tho Lifo-giving 
and sustaining Olio. Ho lives as tho basis of all my 
happiness; nnd whon the streams of crcaturo-com forts run 
low mid foil, He continues for over, tho novor- failing 
Nourco of being and blessedness. What ground can thoro 
possibly bo for fears with tho believer united and resting on 
this Living Ono? Tlio perfect euro for disquioting and 
disheartening fear is firm faith in tlio Godhead of tlio 
•Saviour, and appropriating Him as our living mid life- 
giving Rcdocmor. 



* "To Him liolongw nluJutt beirifr, coutraxti-d with I lio erratum*' 
rrfolirr tx-iiivr. Other* lnny «huro; He only hath imut<,rt<tlittt y briny 
in ti-utKf, no! hy jwrticipatioti, iwwwM/." — Thmforrt. 
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TU. His death axi> puksext glorious i.in;. 

** And was dead." The original is more significant 
and expressive—" And I became dead." •' I that was and 
am tlio Living One — tho way, the truth, and tho life— jot 
became dead." This plainly identifies Him as the crucified 
Saviour; to none else is the declaration applicable. It 
represents Him dying as a Sttb*ti(nt<i and Sacrifice. Ho 
was God over all — the Begin niug, tlio Eternal Life. Ho as- 
sumed our nature, and took ilesli and blood, that Ho might 
bo in a condition to suffer and die. From all eternity, Ho 
becamo Surety for tho lost. In fulfilment of his covenant - 
fiigugcmcut, Ho assumed our obligation and guilt, and 
was on earth the sin-bearer. He was ''made undor tlic 
law," as a broken covenant; und lie obeyed it in our room 
and stead. Ho willingly endure*! death under tho curse, 
thut He might redeem us from the curse of tho law. Ho 
was "set forth to be a propitiation." It " behovod Him 
to be made in all things like unto Hid brethren," ns He 
voluntarily assumed their place in law, and came to sulfur 
in their stead, liy Itis "one saerilice. He for ever put 

away sin." 

Tho ransom for tho guilty and lost icnxfuUy paid in His 
ifaitJt, and the payment teat accrptrd. "Ho came not to be 
ministered to, but to minister, und to give His life a ransom 
for numy." (Matt. xx. 28.) The debt which wo owed to 
Divine justice was a debt of punishment which wo could 
nover dinchnrgc. It was our forfeited life, which neither 
w« nor any creature coidd rcdeom. The ransom was paid 
in the coined gold of heaven. It wns given in the precious, 
sinless life of the Surety, instead of that of the guilty 
Minior. All tho demands of law and justice wore fully mot 
in the atonement made by the Redeemer. He died the 
death of deaths for His people, that thoy might be ix- 
deemed from going down to the pit, and live in glory for 
,. V i>r Tho ransom paid for their forfeited life has been 
fully accepted. " The Lord is well pleased for His rightc- 
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misncss' sake. TIo lintli magnified tho luw, nnd mud© it 
honourable." (Isn. xlii. 21 .) In viow of the substitutionary 
suffering of Him Unit became dead, what ground is thore 
for fear of denth, or of the curse? God, reconciled by tho 
death of His Son. proclaims concerning tho guilty—" De- 
liver from going down to the pit; I have found n ransom." 
deceiving the atonement, we mny oxclnim in triumph, 
*■ Who shall lny anything to the charge of God's elect V 
It is G(m1 tluit juslilicth. Who in ho that condomnoth V 
It is Christ that died." (Kom. viii. 33, 3-1.) 

Ho now //Vrv in glory Himself, u ml for them for rrrrmoir. 
Willi special emphasis, us con co lit rating thought and 
affection, ho declares, " Heboid, 1 am living into tho ages 
of ages." It intimates that the Saviour who died once 
shall die no more, lie is no longer susceptiblo of Buffering 
ur sorrow. Death hath no moro ]K>wer over II im. As the 
Mediator exalted to glory, TIo lives for tho consolation of 
His people. I'or thein Ho sits at the Father's right hnnd, 
and reigns supreme over tho universe; for thorn, as a 
priest upon His throne, He ever lives to liuiko intercession. 
lie that spoke to reassure the fainting Apostle has the 
same tender, affectionate interest in His people that He 
displayed when He was "tho man of sorrows" on earth, 
lu all their afflictions, He is n(llit:lcd ■ Ho has " a fellow- 
feeling for their infirmities ; for Ho was in all points 
tempted like as they are, yet without sin." (Hob. iv. 13.) 
Kroin tho present glory of tho Redeemer wo are nssured 
« if all blessing. We have lifo in the risen Saviour. "If, 
when wo were enemies, wo wore reconciled to God by the 
death of His Sun, much more, being reconciled, wo sluiU 
bo saved by His life." (Rom. v. 10.) He is " the blessed 
and only Potentate, who only hath immortality." He 
lives evermore to accomplish His promises, to fulfil all His 
purposes of lovo und mercy, nnd to glorify with Himself 
ihoso who were given Him by tho Father. Wlion their 
friends and comforts die. Jesus still lives. Whon tiiey 
thcmsolves puss through death's dark vale, the living 
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Shopherd in with them, so Oiot thoy need fear no evil. 
To tho end of timo, and throughout eternal ages, Ho sits 
upon tlio throno, securing tho deliverance of His saints 
from death, and their fellowship with Him in glory. 

This nssuraneo elicits tho cordinl Amen of Christ and 
His saints. Tho Saviour is Himself tho Amen, " tho faith- 
ful and true witness." To give tho fullest pledge of Hin 
resurrection glory, and of tho interest of Mis people in His 
exaltation, Ho confirms tho declaration by one of His 
illustrious titles. This strong ultirmntion bespeaks His 
nrdont affection to His saints, ltcpcntcdly throughout 
this chapter believers set to thou* seal to tho truths which 
declnro their spiritual privileges, and proclaim tho Medi- 
ator's dignity and excellency . This is done in verses 6th 
and 7tli; and horo, when tho living Head of tho Church is 
behold enthroned in glory, and tho lifo of His saints is 
seen bound up with Him, tho believing heart joyfully 
embraces the blessed truth, and cordially says, Amen. "Let 
it thus bo! I behove and hope in His word." '* Let tho 
whole earth be filled with His glory; Amen nnd Amen." 
(Ps. lxxii. 19.) 

IV. HlS UNIVEllSAL DOMINION. 

Tho last ground of relief from fear and of comfort is 
tho sovereign, oxtensivo authority which Ho owns nnd 
administers. "And hate the iri/s of dtttth ttnd i/nrfr*."* 
Tho Saviour suffered death, boing one with His people: 
Ho now possesses tho iufmito fulness of lifo iu glory; nnd 
through Him is opened the gnlo of tho resurrection to lifo 
eternal. As Mediator, Ho is possessed of wprme urn'renal 
authority. The "keys" aro tho symbol of officio! dignity 
and power. (Isn. xxii. 22.) In tho fullest sense, tho 
Mediator possesses absolute and incontroUnblo authority. 
"All power in heaven and earth" is given Him. Hois 



• So tlio woitl* nrc found in MSS.— A. 11. O. 
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"Hood of all principality and powor." "AM things nro 
put midor His foot," and there ib nothing in I ho vast rnngo 
of created being or of providential urruiigomonl that is 
not put under Xlim. 

Hit* dominion is especially ovor (he atate of dixtmbodltd 
spirits, ami tia htrisiblr in,rfd. lludns, the under-world, the 
abodo of separate spirits., is u pari of I ho territory of thu 
Prince of life, mid is pluuud in subjection to II is iiuthority. 
Ho is Lonl of the invisible world. Dovils nro obodiont to 
His word; mid thu dimmed in misery feel and confess His 
power and iiwful justice. Uusiuning uugcls surround II is 
throne, and are ministering spirits that joyfully own II in 
power, and oxecuto His commands. Tho departed souls 
of His sninls go. not to a state of unconscious innction. 
nor to dwell in dnrkucss and confusion. Thoy uro receivod 
to bo with their living I*ord in paradise. Absent from 
the body, thoy pass immediately into His glorious 
presence. They enter into the joy of the Lord, and thoir 
) todies are laid in the porfumed chamber of which Ho 
carries the keys, and which He opens* and shuts at His 
pi ensure. 

The Saviour's puiw and authority ure foil in actual ex- 
trcixt in both departments of the inrisibU world. In heaven 
He is the Lord of glory. He hns the koy of supremo 
sovereignty, ns Ho sits nt the Father's right hand, and 
must reign till all enemies existing any whore tliroughout 
the universe shnll hove beeu made His footstool. His it 
is to minister an entrance abundant to His overlnsting 
kingdom. Ho distributes tho crowns of tho redeemed. 
Ho apportions their lot in glory. He presides over the 
Rorvice of tho upper sanctuary, a ud rules in His Fathor's 
house. His saints are exalted to roign with Him; and 
when thoir bodies shall have boon raised and fashioned 
|iko Hit* glorious body, thoy shall, as ovorcomors, sit with 
Him on His throne, as Ho hns ovorcomo and ie sot dowu 
with His Fa I ho r on His throne. In holl Christ's powor 
nnd authority nro felt by fallen angols and lost human 
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spirits, fio bean the keys of the prison of despair, and 
consigns the unbelieving and disobedient to deserved 
punishment. Ho is there in Hie almighty power and 
awful justice. Imponitont tunnon* nro mode to feol how 
H fearful it is to foil into tho hands of the liviug God." 
Against tho dnmnod tho gato of mercy is shut for ever, 
and they are enclosed by adamantine bars in ondlo&s 
misery. 

The Saviour's dominion ovor tho invisiblo state is fitted 
to minister strong comofotion to God's people. It is ti chief 
remedy for tho foar of death and tho dread of tho unsoon 
world. Death is already conquered by tho Princo of life, 
and its sting roniovod. Tho rison Rcdcomor lias sovereign 
authority, which Ho over niuiutnins over tho regions of the 
dead. Tho graves of tho saints aro opened and closed by 
Him. Faith beholds in them " the place whore the Lord 
lay." Their bodies rest in their beds, nnd sleep in Jesus, 
as in a prepared and perfumed chamber, till, at the resur- 
rection morn, God will bring them with Him. The prison 
of torment is completely shut against the saints. For 
them tho gate of bliss is opened ; and when they go in 
with the Bridegroom to tho marriage, "tho door is shut," 
that thoy go no more out, nnd that they may behold Hie 
glory, and enjoy tho most endeared fellowship with Him 
for ever. As tho Saviour, invested with thin high sov- 
ereignty, ever lives and mnintuins perpetually His dominion 
over the regions of tho dond and the whole world of spirits. 
those who trust in Him luivo nothing to dread in life, or 
in ontering tho world unseen. Ever should they rejoice in 
nis poworful and extonsivo dominion. 

Is Conclusion. 

It mainly concorns Owl's sen-ants to hear the roiee of the 
Beloved, and to reeeire Him iih Ho is offered. Jesus is " tlio 
samo yostordsy, and to-day, and for over." He who ap- 
peared to the Apostlo in Fntmos, in tho bright manifests- 



1G8 THE 1IKDKEUK11, IX HIS MFK, DKATII, 

tion of Mis mediatorial glory, is over ready lo lny upon 
His sonants His gracious, powerful bond, to rniso thorn 
up when Ihoy nro east down, to strengthen thorn in weak- 
ness, and to givo thorn nil consolation. In thoir groulost 
troulilos find digresses, Ho speaks to thoir hearts the 
message of comfort and joy— "/S m /; be not afraid** 
Tho presence of Christ is sufficient to bring down enemies, 
dispel dark clouds, allay tho swollen billows of trouble, 
and hush into quiet tho tumult within. Ho is able and 
willing lo relievo His pooplo from nil fears. As TIo speaks 
in precious promises, nud displays tho glory of His grace 
and irumpnssion, Tic brings near covonnnt help. With 
His outstretched mighty arm Ho raises up nnd strengthens; 
and instead of dismay and perplexity, the heart is mndo 
joyful in His salvation. Our first and chief duty is to 
hear 1 1 is loving voice, nnd to appropriate Him in His 
gracious revealed character. Thus inny wo communo with 
our hearts, nnd reason down discouragements: " Why art 
thou cast down, my soul? Why art thou disquieted 
within me'? Hope thou in God; for I shall yet praise 
Him, who is tho health of my countcimnco and my Owl " 
(Ps. xlii. II.) Thus may we joy nnd triumph in pro- 
sent dclivcranco nnd safety : " The I^ord is my light 
and my salvntion; whom shall I fear? Tho I^ord is 
tho strength of my life; of whom shall I bo nfrnid?" 
(Ps. N.xvii. 1.) 

Lot us cmhrnco Clirist as the first and the last, tho Lin'tig 
and Life-girmg One. Tho wnrrnnt for faith, nnd tho ground 
of freedom from fears of ovory kind, nud of nil consolation, 
nro here. It is God and not man that speaks. It is not 
a stranger nor nn oneiny, nor ono that stands uloof in trial, 
nor t lint is terrible lo destroy. It is. bcliovor! thy covonnnt- 
God nnd Futher, Friend nnd Portion. Hoforo tho world 
was, Ho undortook His pooplo's enso, nnd beenmo Surety 
for their help and salvntion. Throughout nil time Ho 
exists unchanged nnd unchangeable, and will continuo the 
Rock of Ages, when the world shall bavo como to nn end. 
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Ho who was tho first in the plan, purchase, nnd application 
of redemption, is tho Inst in its finishing in limo, and in 
il« comploted glory in etornity. "Trust in tho Lord for 
ovor, for in tho Lord Jehovah llioro is everlasting strength." 
(Isa. xxvi. 3.) What noed wo dread, if wo lonn on His 
arm of power, and rest on Hie bosom of love? Ho that 
bogins a "good work" in us will assuredly "finish it." 
He, our loving Guido, who took us by tho hand to lead ua 
into the way of peace, will conduct us quite through, till 
Ho receives us to glory. Tho pillar of cloud and firo that 
beamed upon IsraoPs first stops out of Egypt, will go be- 
fore us in all tho march through the wilderness, and throw 
its last rays upon tho parted Jordan, lighting us into tho 
land of promise Enough for us that Christ is all our 
hope, and that our lifo for time and etornity is so hid in 
Him, that no perils or dangers can injuriously n fleet us, 
and no onomics can hurt or destroy us. United to Him 
as our Head, His exulted lifo in henvon is tho immovable 
bliss and suro pledge of ours. Wc have nil lifo in a risen 
Saviour, Even now wo nro "eomplotc in Him, who in 
tho Head of nil principality and power." (Col. ii. 10.) AVo 
nro immortal till His good work in us in porfonncd, and 
till all that was allotted for us to do for His glory on earth 
is finished. For our upholding nnd dolivomnco now, it is 
enough thnt Ho says, "Tho otornal God is thy refuge, and 
underneath nro tho ovorln sting amis." (Dout. xxxiii. 27.) 
Yot a little while, and fully seeing Him, wo shall be 
porfoetly liko Him. "When Ho who is our lifo shall 
appear, thon shall wo also appear with Him in glory." 

(Col. iii. 1.) 

Wo should draw dl topport and joy from the oVnW* 

death, and front Si* exaltation in glory. 

Tho Living Ono assumed human nature, that Ho might 
suJFor and dio. His dontli was a substitution for tho 
guiltv nnd perishing, nnd wns nn atoning sacrifice. He 
paid tho ransom-price, and for over put awny iho sins of 
His people. While having assumed their place in law, 
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Ho suffered, (ho Jurt One for the unjust. Tie "became 
<lend." thnt they might he freed from death, and might 
live unto God. By His denth He satisfied the law and 
justice of God. "brought in an ovorlnsting righteousness." 
mid opened the kingdom of lien von to nil thnt boliove. 
We should look uih.ii Him whom we have piorcod and 
mourn. The nature, design, and fruits of Christ's denth 
:m> (lie gnu I objects of faith and hope; and theso furnish 
incentives to true repentance, nnd the grand motives to nil 
liolv living'. Hedeeiiied from tho curse by tho Saviour's 
dnitli, mid bought with mi inestimable price, wo livo unto 
God. All enemies arc conquered, nnd unspeakable nnd 
everlasting benefits ure purchased. From tho Rock 
.-mitten tliore How plentiful nnd novor-fniling wnlore of 
life nnd salvuliou. Itecauso the Suroty died, His ransomed 
people shall never perish. Death to them has beon 
"swallowed up in victory." At whatovor time, nud in 
whatever way, they are called to encounter tho Inst cnomy, 
it is to lead them to suro and glorious triumph. The 
sting 1ms been taken nwuy from tho destroyer; nnd from 
tho fear, ns well as the power of death, they nro sot free 
for over. He who died onco "lives for ovcrmoro," to 
opon tho wuy to life for His ransomed ones, to receive 
thorn to glory, and, beyond tho region of sin and sorrow, to 
share with them perfect and endless bliss. 

Fin n Uy — The consideration of tho Saviour's torereign 
ami unirertit! dominion is fitted to minister strong consolation 
and ttcteUmt joyn to tho hearts of the saints. Ho hos 
tho koys of death nnd of hell. Enemies thnt assail 
thorn, of whatever kind, have boon already conquored, 
and are under His restraint nnd control. Ho hos 
supreme dominion over the invisible world. The grave 
is within the territories of tho Captain of salvation; 
and tho place and state into which disombodicd spirits 
enter nt donth nro under His sovoreign sway. Foam 
rlint bosot the saints in lifo, and that not unfroquontly 
thrcaton to overpower thorn towards its close, aro 
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oxcitod from tho view of death, tho conflict with tho 
powers of darkness, nnd the prospect of ontering the 
etomnl etato. A spiritual discovory of our Lord's uuivcrsa] 
dominion is nn effect mil remody against nil those, mid is 
fitted to minister tho slrongoat support and consolation. 
Tho onthronod Kcdoomorhns tho koys of both dopartmonts 
of tho invisible) world, and reigns supremo ovor nil in both. 
Tic presides ovor tho saints' donth-strugglo, nnd rocoives the 
dopnrting spirit to Himsolf. He has "destroyed him thnt 
hns tho power of death." Ho divides the Jordnu when the 
ransomed pn&s over. Against thorn tho pit of despair is 
for over closed. The gate of bliss is open to receive their 
ransomed spirits. Tho grave is prepared for their bodies 
as a bed of rest; nnd, at His second coming, the Conqueror 
of death will unlock tho chamber where thoy slopt in 
Josus, nnd raise them up, glorious and incorruptible. In 
such a view of tho dignity and extensive dominion of the 
Redeemer, what possible ground is thoro for fears? Dcuth 
is conquorcd and unslinged. Evil spirits are const mined 
to own the onthronod Mediator as their sovoreign. They 
may not disobey His commands, or exceed his commission. 
Hell and death are His servants, that go not on their own 
errands, but on His. With such a glorious Lord for their 
king nnd friend, nnd knowing that all throughout the 
visible uni verso nnd all in tho invisible slato is placed in 
subjection to Him, the saints should rise superior to all 
fears; and. rejoicing continually in His salvation, thoy 
should ascribo to Him all power, dominion, and glory for 
over. In tho prospect of death and dissolution, we should 
sook to have in exorcise a strong, appropriating faith. 
Liko tho good Samwl Rutherford, wo should givo like 
ultcranco to confidence in tho living and life-giving Ke- 
deoroor— " I am a sinful and misorablo man ; but I stand 
at tho boat pass nt which ever a sinful man stood— Christ 
is mine, nnd I am nis:" nnd then, when tho last sands of 
life woro ebbing low, lie exclaimed, "Thore is glory, glory 
in Immanuol'fl Innd." Kiting on tho .Saviour's finished 
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work, and clinging to Hid almighty powor and unchang- 
ing lovo, wo inny now nso tho dying worde of anothor 
Horvnnt of Clirist— 

" In ngo nu<l feeMeneiLi extreme, 
Who shall a helpleiu worm redeem ? 
Jeiiun, my only hope Thou art ; 
Strength of my failing flcnh and heart; 
O Id niti catch a miilo from Thee, 
Aud drop iulo eternity r" 

— CiunLia Wisurr. 



CONFIDENCE AND SAFETY IN THE 
VALLEY OF DEATH-SHADE. 

r&AUC xxiii. 4— "Yen. though I walk through the vnllcy of the 
shadow of death, I will fenr no evil: for thou art with inc." 

This beautiful nnd most expressive Song of (he flock, is, 
in tho opening vorsos, as it is in the closo, one of joyous 
cxporionco nnd dolightful liope. Tho boliever, appropriat- 
ing Christ Jesus as his Sliephonl, exults in His manifested 
prcsoncc, nnd in the full nnd blessed provision which Fie 
had mndo for nil his wants. In pictures tho most vivid 
nnd loroly, takon from natural scenery — re|>ose in verdant 
pastures, and loading by wntors of quietness — thoro are 
not forth tho pence, ordor, rest, mid pleasurable on joy - 
mont of the slioop under the •Shophord's cure. Each one 
of tho ransomed company is an object of constant nnd 
endearing' interest to Him who purchnscd him with His 
blood, nnd who undertook to bring him to glory. Ho re- 
animates him whoti faint nnd wonry, and refreshes nnrl 
restores tho soul again with Divino consolations. And 
tendor nnd unorring guidunco, preserves from fatal error 
nnd ruin, whilo it displays the glory of infinite wisdom 
and powor. " Ho leadoth me in the put lis of righteousness 
for His name's sake." 

Tho scone suddenly changes. Instead of sunshine nnd 
a landscape full of plenty nnd bounty, we are brought to 
solitudo and darkness, nnd fenr in the way. The piths uf 
righteousness, in which the Shepherd lends His rnnsomod 
Hock, conduct down lo Iho vnlley of tho shadow of death. 
This lies on the way to the heavenly rest, nnd cannot be 
avoided bv selecting imother route, or turning into bye- 
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paths. A single lono traveller is represent^ ns ontoring 
iho valley. Thick clouds and donso darknoss close him in 
on every side. There iiro enemies and pit-falls in iho way, 
and objects of fear nnd dread "re nronnd mid before. Yot, 
t-ontiding "in his Lcndor, he enters tho econo undismayed, 
nnd wnlks through tho valley in safoty. Hie stops slido 
not, nor do his feet stumble. Fears arc ovorcorac, and in 
duo timo he emerges out of it into light, mid liberty, and 
glurioiiH triumph. 

Tho assurance contained in tho text dooply concerns 
each our of us. In viow of future troubles, wo should 
earnestly seek to know tho ground on which it rests, and 
to innko it oiiv own. Tho cloudy vulloy is a part of tho 
wuy in which the Diviuo Shophcrd leads all tho flock that 
]to saves, and ultimately folds in glory. Through much 
tribulation wo inherit tho kingdom. If wo ure to reach 
tho fold on tho "Delectable Mountains" in glory, wo 
must tm verso the wilderness, ]kiss through scones of 
trouhlo, and, at tho closo of earthly wanderings, outor tho 
gate of death. In anticipation of such oxpcricncc, it 
intimately concerns us to consider seriously tho ground of 
our conlideuco and hope. Before wo are called to pass 
through scenes yet untried, wo should scok to know tho 
shepherd's churnctor and care, and so to roly on His 
faithful leading, ns to have full conlideuco in Him for tho 
future. If Ho is indec<l ours, and we nro His; if Ho has 
already made us to repose in tho green postures, refreshed 
and restored our souls, and led us in tho paths of 
righteousness for His nuino's sake, wo may trust that, by 
iilmighty graco nnd His promised presence, wo shall yot 
bo enabled to say in triumph, "Yen, though I walk in the 
valley of the shadow of death, i will fear no evil." It is 
the language of anticipated cxporionco and eortain hope. 
The traveller, clinging close to tho guide ovor worthy to 
bo trusted, speaks of stops not yot tried, but wluch ho 
knows he will one day bo called to lake, and, in viow of 
them, avows himself free from alarm and superior to foar 
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and dongor. "Also when I walk into or through the 
valley of tho shadow of death," &c. Even in such an 
extremity, when removed from scones of former en joy inont, 
and left apparently alone and forsaken, when fears nro in 
the way, and thickest dangers surround, I havo a strong 
ground of confidence on which I can rest, that it will not 
and cannot fail inc. "I will not fear ovil, for Thou wilt 
ho with mo; thy rod and thy stair they will comfort mo." 
We shall consider — 

1. The Condition — the "Valley of the Shadow of 
Death," and walking th hough jr. 

Tho term that declares tho condition is singularly 
expressive. In the original, it is one compound word, 
Zaimttlh — dcath-shado, descriptive of tho thickest, most 
profound darkness. It is more vivid and significant than 
tho phrase in our version — "the shadow of death." In 
tho various places in which it occurs throughout tho 
Scriptures, as frequently in tho book of Job (iii. 5; .\. 21 ; 
xii. 22; xvi. lf>; xxiv. 17), it it* used to dopict aggravated 
and overwhelming calmnity; in the Psalms, to roprcsont 
tho doprcssed and helpless condition of tho church (IV 
xliv. 10), and the state of tho afllivted and rebellious 
vCvii. 10); and in tho prophecies, to depict tho wilderness 
through which Ismcl journeyed (Jer. ii. 6); tho nnlioiuil 
judgments sent to punisli apostacy and covenant-breaking 
^xiii. 16), and the stato of misory and oppression from 
which Jehovah rescues Ilis people. (Amos v. S.) " Death - 
»hndo" is a slato silent, gloomy, und of overwhelming 
darkness. Thou it is a ■• valley" caused by disturbing 
forces, and the convulsion of nature, liko a gorgo enclosed 
by mountains with overhanging elitls, beneath which 
beasts of tho night lodgo aad daugcrs lurk iinscon. The 
"valley of deiilh-slmdo" is not, as soiao say, a moiv 
shadow, without substance or reality * On the contrary, 
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it intonsiGcs tbo idoa of death. It is death-tforhw**, — tlio 
thickest, most impenotmblo gloom, with tlio superadded 
idon of lonolincss nnd terror on ovory side surround - 

ing. 

Tlio figurative expression is representative of diversified 
trouble, pain, <'»<* ajtiction. It is npplicd to tlio public 
afflictions sent upon the church through God's displeasure. 
"Thou hast soro broken us in tho place of dragons, nnd 
covered us with denth-shado." Job. in his heavy affliction, 
sets forth the judgments of God indicted upon the wicked 
bv tho snmo expressive imagery — " For tho morning is to 
them oven ns death-shado: if ono knows them, thoy nro in 
the terrors of death-shado." (Job xxiv. 17.) AJllictioii is 
tlio common lot of fnllou humanity. " Mini is born to 
troublo ns tho sjwirks fly upward." Tho troubles of the 
righteous especially tiro mauy and diversified. Thoy may 
bo persona! — in disease nnd pain of body, in outward losses 
and disappointments, in sovoro suffering nnd distress of 
mind. Accumulated troubles often press upon the sufferer, 
and, while under tbcin, if God hides His face from them, 
thoy walk in dnrkucss, nnd have no light. They aro come 
into deep waters. All God's wuves and billows go over 
thorn. Their soul is cast down nnd disquiotcd in thorn. 
Besides manifold personal afflictions, bcliovors aro a fleeted 
deeply by relatirr trials ; they share in tho afflictions of 
others, and in tho troubles of tho church.* Thoy woop ns 
ihoy " remember Zion;" and, in the way of cordial sym- 
pathy, they beur tho burden of fellow-sufferers, and ore 
partakers of tho afflictions of brethren. Tho shadow of 
great troublo is of ton upon thoir spirit — at times long- 
continued, and settling down to n deeper gloom. The 
Master, who was Himsolf the '" man of sorrows and ac- 
f l»iain ted with griof," ussurcs thorn that ''in tho world 



* Luther mvs of a timo of darkness and perplexity to the Re- 
former*, '* Wo were in the vnlloy of death -dmde when we were nt 
Augsburg." 
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thoy shall -have tribulation," whoever cleo may bo ex- 
empted. Their ondumuco of affliction is a condition of 
thoir future inhoritnncc of glory. "Through much tribula- 
tion wo shall inherit the kingdom." "Tho joyful morning 
of bless succeeds (lie night of wooping." 

Whu t beliovcrs suffer in and from the world is to thorn nt 
times the valley of doath-shndo. ltcdcomed from n present 
evil world, and separated from it, they must culouliUo on 
encountering its enmity, and on being exposed to op- 
position and conflicts. It is Iho wilderness, and not thoir 
rest. Privations, losses, and wnnts are tho lot of those 
who travel through it to the heavenly country. The 
customs of the world are ensnaring. Its objects, pursuits, 
and pleasures uro the baits of Satan's temptations. The 
friendship of tho world is enmity with God. The servants 
of Christ may be called to suffer losses in uccular business, 
and to bo involved in outward straits and diflicultics, or to 
be afflicted by tho pressure of such ovils on those who are 
peculiarly dear to them. Then many sutler in their 
reputation and influence; and it greiitly adds to their 
distress, and tho darkness becomes more dense, as they 
apprehend that tho cuuee of Christ will suffer through 
them, and rcligiou will bo reproached for their sake. 
When diversified troubles from the world assail the 
Christian, and a sense of weakness and loneliness over- 
powers the spirit, ho is forced at times to cry out, "Woe 
is me, that I sojourn in Ucscch, thai I dwell in the tents of 
Kcdar!" (Ps. cxx. 3.) "Oh! that 1 had wings liko u 
dove* for then would I fly away and be at real." (Ps. lv. (J.) 
Enough is it to silence theso conflicts, and rcliovc tlio 
fainting spirit, that tho Sbophord assures His flock of 
peace in liiin, amid tho world's tribulation. Ue calls 
them to "consider Him that endured the contradiction of 
sinners against Himself, lest thoy bo wearied and faint in 
their minds." And to mitigate the trial, and lift them above 
it, He adds, "Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving 
against sin." (Hob. xii. 3, -I.) Even when culled to suffer 
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tho worst that tho enmity of- tho world can inflict— whon 
passing through tho doopost shades, and nt tho midnight 
hour, Ihoro in no cnuso to distrust tho Good Shepherd. Wo 
havo no need to tremble nt a passing cloud, or to shrink in 
dismay from danger* that nro ovcreomo, and onomies 
nlroody vanquished. Like tho- prophot. whon outward 
supports nro romoved, and wo nro en Hod to sit down on a 
melnncholy heap of all crcnturo -enjoyments, wo should 
"rejoice in tho Lord," and "our soul should bo joyful in 
tho God of snlvntion." (ITnb. iii. 18.) 

Disheartening fears and nervous weakness often bring into 
durkiu'ss and distrust. Tho vnlloy of death -shade is not 
mi frequently in our own minds and spirits. From consti- 
tutional tompcrninnnt, sonio aro peculiarly liable to mental 
depression. God hides Tlis fnco from His servants, and 
thoy are troubled. Their ovidonces nro beclouded, thoir 
faith is weak, and, t) trough the risings of indwelling cor- 
ruption, and tho bufFotings of the adversary, thoy aro 
burdenod in spirit. Thoy walk in darkness and havo no 
light. PorploNing fears assail thorn in the dark. Through 
sinful misgivings, they write "bitter things against tliem- 
solves." They conclude that God has forsaken thorn; 
and, foreboding final desertion and ruin, thoy apprehend 
that they shall one day fall by tho hand of the oncmy. 
Occasionally, gleams of light from heaven dispel tho clouds, 
and eradicate this mental gloom. But thore aro cases, such 
as Cowper's, when tho thick darkness remains to the close, 
and only whon tho vnlloy is fully traversed, and tho spirit 
lias passed from tho body, does it merge into joyful light. 

Jiereacement and death nro known to not a few as this 
dark valloy. Farting with endeared frionds nt (he grnvo 
has tried tho spirits of many, and brings with it indeed a 
depressing sense of lonoliness and desolation. "Lover and 
friend Thou hast put far from mo ; and mi no acquaintance 
into darkness." In tho crisis of some solemn bereavemont 
joy departs — all objects around npponr in sable gloom; 
prospects on co bright nro blighted, and the future is 
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wrapped in n dense cloud of 'sorrow and sadness. Thon 
death not unfrequontly appears in prospect as "the 
king of terrors." Even when it is othorwiso, and the 
sting of death has boon removed, clouds will nriso 
and hovor arouud tlio vnlloy of death. Tho lion 
comes up from tho swellings of Jordan. Tho troubles of 
life often accumulate towards tho close, whon tho lleeh and 
heart wax faint, and when failing strength is unable to 
meet them. Dangers appear to thicken nround ; tho light 
that shone upon tho path of tho traveller becomes sensibly 
diminished. Tho last stops of tho valley are to bo trodden 
without any earthly companion — tho open gnto of death 
is to bo entered alone. Thoro rise waves, too, when, like 
Christian in Buuyau's allegory, the head of tho dying 
saint sinks for a timo beneath the stream. Such, in varied 
form, is the vnlloy of denth-shado. We cannot tell, and you 
limy not certainly know beforehand, in which of these aspects 
it will present itself to you; but that in one or other of 
these you will enter nud pass through it, is certain. May 
you now consider aright how you may walk through it, 
and what will bo the ground of your safety and dolivor- 
nnce! Wo notice — 

I. The walking Tiutoroii the valley. 

There are various views which tend to a liny the fears 
and sorrows of the travellers, and to ussuro them of safety 
and deliverance. Their course is not Hcohig, or stumbling, 
but walking. It is activity and steady progress. 

First — It is a part of tho leading in the -paths <>/ 
righhoutnets. Tho Shepherd of the Hock guides into it; 
but His design is that none of tho sheep, should bo 
lost, and that their passage through this part of tho 
way should contribute to their ultimate felicity. Tho 
puth of tho redeemed lies nt times through deep 
and dismal shades. Tho shepherd Himself knows 
tho heavy pressure of manifold ulllictions, and was 
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it lone sufferer, whon tlio billows of wrath rolled ovor ITis 
soul, and II© was enveloped in the thickest darkness. Tlio 
Captain of salvation, who wok "nuulo perfect through 
sufferings," leads nil Iho Hock in the samo way. Still it is 
the |Hitli of Kiifoly, and it conducts to bright regions beyond. 
"Thoy wandered in tlio wilderness in n solitary way; they 
found no city to dwell in. And lie led thorn forth by the 
right way, that they might go to a city of habitation." 
(l J s. cvii. 1-7.) 

A ,r a in, there art? somo now of GotV* attinh travelling in 
tlijfhcttt part* of tht ratify. Like afllictions befnl brothren 
thut are in the world. Soino aro in tlio depths of trouble 
— persona 1, arising from tlio world, or suffering in sympathy 
with ondoarod relatives. There nre scrvauts of God who 
suffer much with and for the church. Somo nre under 
darkness nnd distress of mind; others tiro in the actual 
conflict with death; and, amidst pain nnd Buffering, and tho 
collapse of bodily and mental faculties arc passing through 
tho swellings of Jordan. It will at tiinos nllovinto our own 
personal iilllictions to think of such, — to commit them to 
tlio great and good Shepherd, and to weep with them that 
weop; as, when subjected to like trials, wo experience sup- 
port from tho sympathy and prayers of fellow-sufferers. 
Much of tho communion of saints is hero. Even when 
far sopn rated, the travellers to tho heavenly rest nre 
helpful to one nnothor. And whon they moot in tho valley, 
and walk in company, they go on "from strength to 
strongth, till they appear before God in Ziou." 

This is, moreover, tho appointed wag to a glorious #■«/. 
Wo pass "through Jiro and water" to n "wealthy placo." 
After being tossed with storm nnd tempest, wo reach (he 
desired luiveu. Tho travellers to Mount Zion ore held up, 
and their foot kept from falling. Nono who walk in the 
way of holiness enu porish. No " lion or ravenous beast 
can conio up thereon." "The wayfaring man, though u 
fool, shall not err there in." Walking implies aetirilg ami 
prvgrev. The travellers nre not loft in tho volley — they 
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pass through it to tho end, whore tlioro is light nt ovon- 
tido. They go in tlio strength of tho Lord God, and thoir 
walk torminatos nt length in Hie lnnd of uprightness. 

There are ninny eomideraiim* fitted to support nnd bear 
them through tho valley of death-shade. Tho wholo 
"armour of God" is provided, nnd they aro enconrngod 
to tnko it to themsolvcs. None is provide<l for tho back. 
Tho rememhruneo of past roliof cheers them in tho thick 
darkness, nnd lends them to hojio in future deliverance. 
(IV lxxvii. 11-13.) Tho Bible, with its bright discoveries 
nnd precious promises, furnishes sure direction nnd strong 
consolation. It moots the darkest facts — trouble, sin, 
enemies, the world, temptation, denth; and shows how, 
instend of injuring, thoy contribute to tho believer's bono- 
fit. God's love is uuchmigcd by affliction; nay, rather, 
tho affliction is itself a token of special love. '• Whom tho 
Fnthor lovoth. Ho chnstonoth." His providences, whothor 
bright or dark, work together for good. Tho voices of 
thoso who hnve gone boforo through tho valley arc, nt 
times, heard in the darkness, imparting support nnd con- 
solation. Job was delivere<l from donso darkness, and his 
latter end, bettor than (ho beginning, greatly increased. 
'Jonah declared — " All thy billows nnd thy waves passed 
over mo. I wont down to tho bottoms of the mountains; 
tho onrth with her bnrs was about me for over. Yet hast 
Thou brought up my lifo from corruption, Lord, my 
God." (Jonah ii. 3-6.) Tho lnngungo of Augustine in his 
"Confessions" is appropriate nnd cheering to thorn that 
walk through tho valley: "It is ono thing to see, from 
tho summit of n woody mountain, the house of pence, and 
finding no way thither, vainly to try to reach it through 
impassable thickets, whilo tho lion and tho drngou aro 
besotting nnd lying in wait for us; nnd another, ouito 
nnothor, to koop in tho way that loads thither, guided by 
the euro of tho colostial Cnptnin, whore no deserters from 
tho heavenly army aro permitted to lurk and rob." Thoro 
is personal and comploto safety whilo odhoring to tho 
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Shophord, nud following His lending. TTo guides His 
flock nmid tho darkness; Ho holds up their goings, and ro- 
covors thorn whon thoy slide or full. He protects thorn 
from all oncinics nnd d lingers; and, losing nono of nil tlint 
woro givon lliin, Ho will ultinuitoly load thorn forth to 
light nud glorious triumph. 

II. TlIK FKAll OF KVII, OYKltCOMK. 

Tho liiuguugo of assured coufulouco is full and vory 
oxpressivo: "/ icill frur ho erif." Evil of divoreiliod 
kind, and assailing from various qua r tors, is anticipated, 
but tho iravollcr, divinoly lod, escapes from it and triumphs 
over it. The fenr of evil is, on many grounds, natural, and 
wo nro always liablo to ho triod with it. Tho shoop aro 
timid, exposed, and defenceless. Darknoss around will 
occasion fear. Shadows nro mistaken for ronlitios, nnd 
realities for shadows. Mon fear for tho terror* by night. 
Kvon chosen disciples, in a scono of unusual solomnity 
nnd of high privilege, " fenred as thoy entered into tho 
cloud." With somo of (tod's sorvnnls fears aro constitu- 
tional. Thoro h a physical as well ns wwvrl fonr of coming 
calamity and death. The intense lovo of lifo makes thom 
slirink with dread from tho thought of dissolution; and" 
when this is carried to excess, it becomes a strong tempta- 
tion. It lends, in somo instances, to dony tho truth, nnd 
in others to neglect propnmtiou for dying. It goncrntes 
n slavish spirit, and robs tho soul of joy nud peace in bo- 
lioviug. "Through fenr of death," somo nro oil their 
lifotimo " subject to lwndngo." 

Tho position in which wo outer and wnlk in tho valley of 
deat h-sh ado aggravates fears. Tho placo is dark, solitary, 
and ropulsivo. Wo goucrally enter and pass through 
great troubles nlono. Tho friondB who at othor times woro 
near aro oither removed or stand aloof from our trial; nud 
ovon woro tlioy near at hnnd, thoy en n not eneo our paiu 
or nllovinto our sorrows. Tho Shophord of tho flook says 
of His own sufferings, "I havo trodden tho winopress 
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alone; and of the people thore wee nono with me." (lea. 
lxiii. 3.) Of those who have hod followslup with Him in 
His sufferings, not a few have boon conatxainod to exclaim, 
"I looked on my right hand, and bohold, but there 
was no man tlint would kuow me: refugo failod mo; 
no man cared for my soul." (Ps. cxlii. I.) Tho senso of 
being solitary and fursakou at times oppressed the spirit, 
and tho thick darkness, external and internal, causes over- 
whelming dismay. Clouds and darkness are rouud about 
Johovuh's throne. "If ono look into tho land, bohold 
darkness and sorrow, and tho light is darkonod in tho 
heavens thereof." (Isa. v. 30.) 

Thcso fears rcfor to the patt aud forobodo the future. 
Tho retrospect of lifo is at times painfully trying. Tho 
souse of fornior sins oppresses tho spirit, and causes 
poignant distress of mind. Consciouco uwnkoucd brings 
clearly into viow many nggrnvated provocations. Back- 
sliding)) of heart und life, privileges and opportunities mis- 
improved, vows broken, frequent positive transgressions, 
und great pollutions even of tho best services, exvito fours 
of Divine ilispleiLsuro and rejection. "Thou hust sot 
our iniquities before Thuo; our socrot sins in the light of 
Thy countenance." (Pa. xc. 8.) D rending condomnntion 
and rejection by a holy God, tho penitent cries out, "Eutor 
not into judgment with Thy sen-ant, for iu Thy eight shall 
no mun living bo justified." (Ph. exliii. 2.) Then the 
thought of passing into tho oternnl und unchungenblo state 
uppuls und overcomes. Tho fear of tho doom of tho unjust 
stewiird, or of tho slothful and wicked sonant — tho dread 
of tho wrath to come, fills tho soul with gloomy appre- 
hensions and unwonted terrors. "0 Lord, why easiest Thou 
off my soul ? why hidosl Thou thy fnco from ine » I urn 
afflicted and ready to dio from my youth up: whilo I 
Buffer thy terrors I uui distracted. Thy fiereo wrath gooth 
over mo; thy torrors linvo cut mo off." (Ps. lxxxviii. 

However groat and disturbing oro these fears, thoro is 
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ample provision for dolivcrnnco from thorn, nnd victory 
ovor them. This lies not in moro animal courngo, or in 
tho iimtinctivo lovo of lifo. and tho consequent fear of death 
being f coble; anil much less in ignorant and wrong views 
of tho issue of affliction nnd death. Tlio only osscntinl 
remedy is in tho Shepherd ITimnolf, nnd in His *nre and 
cotiMtant guidance. Ho loved nnd choso each ono of tho 
flock. He redcomed tho shcop with His precious blood. 
He sought them out whon lost, nnd brought thorn to His 
fold, lie cannot, therefore, loavo thorn to ho ovorcomo of 
nny evil, or to perish. They need not fear final back- 
sliding. He who saved them from death will presorvo 
their feet from falling. If Jehovah is indeed "my Shop- 
herd," then He will constantly guido mo by His counsel, 
and recoivo mo to glory. I havo no cause to fenr enemies. 
Ho has already conquered thorn all, nnd Ho reigns to 
bring them down. Their relation to tho Divine Shepherd 
serves to offaco all ovil in tho post, nnd to clear up all tho 
darkness for tho future. It is not through a porson's own 
fearlessness, but by tho Divine care; not by any strength 
in himself, but through tho all-sufficient grnco of tho 
Saviour — even when that euro nnd grnco might appear no 
moro available— that fears are ovorcomo, and that from 
dangors and distresses of every kind thoro is secured com- 
plete deli vera nco. 

To tho flock of Christ, nnd every particular member of 
it, the assurance may bo given, that there it in reality 
nothing ecil either in the eaUeg of dcath**hade or bci/ond it. 
By tho work of Christ on their behalf, all evils aro un- 
stingod, all enemies nro conquered. Troubles are sent in 
lovo; they are mitigntod, oven whon they nro suffered, nnd 
nro rondorcd conduct vo to tho present nnd eternal good 
of tho sufferers. Though for tlio present not joyous but 
grievous, they "yield tho pcnceablo fruits of righteousness 
to thorn thnt nro exorcised" by them. Enemies mny 
annoy, but they cannot effectually injure. Physical ovils 
of every kind nro rendered powerless; mid in tho disponsn- 
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tion of tho covonnnt of ponce, tlioy become salutary 
discipline nnd healing medicine. Mornl evil— sin in them- 
selves, and the malice and temptations of devils and of 
this present world, are put away and overcome "Who enn 
harm us, if we lio followers of tlint which is good? " Who 
jb Ho that condomnoth? It is God that justified)," &c. 
Tho darkness of a miction is like tho cloud in tho dny of min, 
that makes tho Ikjw of promise and liopo moro bright nnd 
glorious. As tho night contrasted with tho rison day, or 
tlio dim twilight compared with tho morning dawn, so 
ntnictions endured render the dolivornnco more swoot, nnd 
tho joys of completed salvation moro abundant nnd ex- 
hilarating. Jehovah, tho Shepherd of the sheep, innkes 
them glad according to the dnys wherein Ho afflicted them, 
nnd tlie years whoroin they hnvo soon evil." (Ps. xc. 15).* 
A present and great benefit believers have in being led 
by the Shepherd into tho volley of denth-shnde. They nro 
xrparattd and trrantd from an evil world. Thoy nro taken 
from its vain cares nnd engrossing pursuits, nnd divorced 
from its deceitful pleasures. They nre led to genuine 
ponitenco nnd true humility. Tho valley of humiliation lies 
hard by that of denth-shnde. If we belong to Christ's 
ilock, ns wo nro culled to traverse tho one, so will wo hnvo 
to go down tho other. This is indeed often the direct road 
to tho valloy of. humiliation, which is aptly pictured "as 
fertile nnd green, adorned with lilies, whoro tho shepherd 
boys havo n merrier life, nnd wear more of henrtVense in 
thoir boson than ho who is clad in silk nnd volvot. Here 
a man shall not be lot nnd hindered in his contoniplntioii. 
ns in olhor plneos he is npt to bo. This is n vulley Hint 
nobody walks in but those that love n pilgrim's life. In 
this valley our Lord formerly hod His country house; 
Ho loved* much to bo horo. In (his place, and to tho 



• The mnrlyr Cniyill ilwlnwd. »* lie mi mink-red hi* lif»- t<> i*nl 
n noble testimony— " I lmvo !«*• few in goinff u]> llii* ImWcr to ilic, 
limn I linve lind many limes in goinc "|> lo the i>"l|>>» »« prxmcli." 
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pooplo thai lived mul trneod thcso grounds, Ho lofta yoarly 
revenue, to bo faithfully |Miid thorn nt cortniii souson*, 
for thoir mnintonunco by the way, und for thoir furUior 
oncourngcmont to go on thoir pilgrimugo."* 

III. TlIK OIIAND 1IEASON. 

Tho great ronson why llio boliovor, whon travoraing tho 
dnrk und lonely vnllcy of death-shado, rises superior to fours, 
is tho realised prcsenco of tho Shophcrd: "Thou art with 
me." This uddrcss is most woighty und comprohonsivo. I 
aui not roquirod to unlor tho durkuess or oucouutor dnngor 
alone. Tho Invisible will attond mo, and bo my protector 
on ovory aido. If God will bo my companion, guide, and 
comfortor, thou surely thore is no pluco for misgiving and 
dismay, and fours from whatever quarter are vaiu. 

Thin is tho Shepherd's glorious name nnd memorial. His 
imino is Immanuel, God with us. Ho is tho "I AM," when 
Ho comes to suvo His flock, und to guide them tlirough 
tho wilderness. Tliis Divino nnmu implies that Ho is 
novor separated from His pooplo. As u Shepherd is among 
His shcop tliitt are scattered, and delivers them out of all 
places whore "thoy have boon scattered in tho cloudy and 
dnrk day," (Ezek. xxxiv. 12), so does tho Shepherd of 
Isruol ubido with His pcoplo; nnd, when fears and daugors 
assail them, He is presont to reliovo nnd dolivor thorn. 

He is with thoin, especially to male out His faithful 
promise. This is nil-sustaining and comforting, und is 
adapted to ovory omergoncy and trial. " My presence 
sliull go with thee, and 1 will givo thoe rest." (Exod. 
xxxiii. 1*1.) As to Jacob, Ho assures evory boliovor of 
guidance, needful provision, and ultimate rest. "Behold 
I nm with theo, and will kcop thoo in all places whither 
thou goest, and will bring theo ngnin into this land; for 
I will not leave theo until I liavo dono that which I 

* Buuyau's Pilgrim** Program. 



VALLEY OF DEATH -SHADE. 187 

have fipoken to theo of." (Gou. xxviii. 15.) Tlio uni- 
Torsality of tho tonns of tho promise indicates tlint 
it shall suroly bo accomplished. Not ono good thing 
spoken has failed, or eon ovor fnil of fulfilment. lie that 
spooks tho word, Himself mnkos it good; and this Ho doos 
by coming to bo with TTis pcoplo at nil times, especinlly 
when thoy nro encompassed with difficulties and dimgors, 
and whon thoy pass Ihrougli tho wildornoss. 

Ho is with thorn, to sustain and comfort them, and to oeer- 
eontf all enemies and fear*. The assured prom i go of the grout 
Shophord guarantees to His shoop support nud dolivornnco 
in ovory omorgoncy. " Fear thou not, for I nm with thee; 
ho not dismayed, for I nm thy God: I will strengthen 
theo; yon, I will help thco; yon, I will uphold theo with 
tho right hand of my righteous ncss." (Isn. xli. 1(1.) Tho 
proiniso of (ho Spirit — the Comforter, to abide with thorn 
for ovor, assures thorn of spiritual consolation against nil 
sorrows. TJic saints loam to " glory in tribulation ii1m»," 
as from it thoy roup precious nnd enduring fruit. Tlirough 
grnco imparted, they resist temptations, stand stcndfiisl in 
trinl, nnd ovei-come in in u in fold conflict. The Lord of 
Hosts with them is mightier than nil enemies; the God of 
Jacob is their refuge. His fnithful word n&suros thorn of 
final and complete victory. "I will boat down his foes 
beforo his face, and plnguo them that hnto liim. My 
faithfulness and mercy shall bo with him, nnd in my nnmo 
shnll his horn bo cxnlted." (Ps. lxxxix. 23, 2-1.) 

This prcsoiico continues to the end ; and He makes niin- 
solf known in glory for ovor. Ho that is with tho Hock is 
all powornnd love — all truth, nud wisdom, ami compassion. 
To moot all changes and ovory possiblo condition, Tlv pro- 
mises, " I will never, no, novor, louvo thee, nor forsuko 
tlioo." His own that nro in the world, " whom He loved 
from eternity, Ho will love to tho end." (John xiii. I.) 
Tho way by which the ransomed pass through tho wildor- 
uoss is mnrked by painful separations. A few friends may 
remain nnd accompany us as far as they can whon wo 
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ontor tho vnlloy of tho shadow of death. Hut thoy niU8t 
at length speak iho parting wort! mid roniuin behind when 
wo nro called to pass ovor tho rivor of denth. Wo on tor 
these waters, as far as croaturc-holp is concerned, nlono ; 
and yot tho buliovor in not nluiie. Tho Captain of salvation 
— death's CoiU|Uoror — goes boforo him, and abides near 
him. IIo is encouraged to Icnn \\\nm His arm of i>owor, 
and to confide in 1 lis everhifiling love. Ho has undertaken 
to bear him up, mid to carry him through in safety . "At 
rrcniwj time it *h<tll be light" (Zcch. xiv. 7.) Tho Saviour 
at the hour of dissolution fulfils His precious word — "I 
will coino again, and receive you nnto myself; that whoro 
I am, there you may bo also." (John xiv. 3.) Ho conducts 
tho disembodied spirit to brightor regions, nnd wolcomoa 
tho faithful servant to Uio joy of His Lord. Tho happiness 
of tho saints in death is to d opart and bo with Christ ; tho 
glory and bliss of hcavon is to bo with Him for ovor. 
Tho Lamb, as it had been slain, is in tho midst of His 
saints; 1 hoy go no more out. "In His prcsonco thoro is 
fulness of joy; at His right hand there are pleasures for 
evermore." (Ps. xvi. 11.) Ho who led theiu all tho way 
through life — who conducted thorn safely in death — will 
enhance their blessedness for ever, by guiding them to 
tho sources of heavenly felicity. " Tho Lamb which is 
in tho midst of tho tbrono shall feed them, nnd shall lead 
thorn unto living fountains of wators ; and God shall wipe 
away all tears from their oyes." (Ilcv. vii. 17.) 

IV. TlIK COXSOLATIOX l'UOVIDKD. 

As the firil ground of dolivcrnnco from fours of ovory 
kind, it is declared — " Thy rod and thy staff they comfort 
me" Every word horo is omphalic nnd expressive " Thy 
rod" — that which belongs to tho Shophord alone — by which 
Ho is known and distinguished. " Thy *Ut]f"— that which 
is peculiarly His too. "They comfort" — they nlono not 
merely protect nnd sustain, but comfort too. They fill 
with Divine consolation, and onrich with exuberant joy 
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of spirit. Wlion called to go dowu to troubles, when in 
darkness,, affliction, and dooth, if wo know aright this rod 
and staff of Oio Divino Shepherd, wo will lonrn to rejoice 
in tribulation. Thoro will bo swoot comfort against nil 
grief; and tlio strong consolation imparted will bo the 
proludo and foretaste of the fulness of joy which is in God's 
prosonco for evermore. 

Tlio language is ligurnlive, but full of important moan- 
ing. The "rod" in not that of affliction, for it is comfort 
and not chnstoning thut is needed and administered when 
passing through tlio darkness. It is tlio sceptre and 
authority of Messiah tho Prince. The rod is tlio symbol of 
dominion. "Strong rodsnro for the rulers/' Aaron's rod 
that blossomed signified tho authority of His priesthood 
continued and vigorous. Tho universal mediatorial do* 
minion of tho Redeemer is tho ground of all comfort and joy 
in trouble and in death, lie has power in heaven uud 
earth. His authority is sovereign, intent reliable, in id 
universal. Tho government over all worlds, and over nil 
objects in tlio universe, is in His hands. 1 [i* is " Head over 
all things to the church, which is His body." ''Ho has the 
keys of hell and of death." Jxmlship over tho invisible world 
is His. Our abundant comfort is, that 110110 can effectually 
thwart or opposo His power. Ho limits and controls tho 
assaults of enemies, assuages tho waters of trouble, upholds 
in death, and fully delivers from it by His 11 1 mighty 
power. ''Through death, He destroys him that had the 
power of death, and dclivors them who through fear 
of doalh wero all their lifotime subject to bondage." 
(Hob. ii. 15.) 

This rod is the tjraciuM erne of the Shepherd. He who 
is a Prime nnd Saviour is, at tho same time, tho Shepherd 
of tho shoop. The rod or crook is tho chosen syml>ol of 
pastoral authority and wire. Viewed as the instrument 
which the Shophord employs, it manifests His ceaseless 
vigilance; nnd is adapted to the acts of considerate kind- 
ness which Uo perforins towards His lloek. llent at one 
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oiid, it catches the foot of the sheep when it falls, to uphold 
it, ami to rostrum it whon it wanders. Put undor tlio 
l>ody of tho sheep, it stays it in slipping or sinking in 
miry places. Liko tho rod of tho ttViing-mattrr, it separates 
and distinguishes a holy portion lo tho Lord. "I will 
cause thorn to pass under tho roil, and I will bring thorn 
into tho bond of tho covenant." (Kzok. xx. 37; Lovit. 
xxvii. 32.) Tho Shepherd's power and loving care correct 
tho Hock when they are disobodiout, bring tho in buck 
whon thoy wnudor, heal thoir diseases, and make uinplo 
provision for all thoir wants. His is tondor, incessant, and 
miuuto care. Nothing that concerns tho safoty, support, 
and salvation of tho weakest or most tried bcliovor is 
beneath tho Saviour's regnrd. All is provided for in tho 
covonant, nnd is supplie<lin season by II is administration. 
"Without fear or misgivings, they should at all times cast 
their euro upon tho Lord, assured that Ho cures for them. 
The 'V<i/" of the Shepherd is that with which Ho Him- 
self walked, and tho support, too, which Ho gives to tho weak 
and helpless. As Jacob, whon lie wuiulore<l from his father's 
house, crossed tho Jordan with his stalf (Gen. xxxii. 10), nnd 
on his dying bed worshipped, loaning on it, so the Christian 
begins his pilgrimage resting on tho promise. It is his 
stay throughout all tho journey of lifo, nnd his support and 
comfort as ho traverses the dark valley. Tho pro/nines of 
the covenant were the Shepherd's own upholding in His whole 
work of obedienco and sulForing. They woro all mndo out 
to Him in tho days of His Uesh; and, as " tried words," thoy 
are His own staff, presented for the support and consolation 
of His people. They nro absolute, unconditional, "ex- 
ceeding great nnd precious" promises. Jtolievors, as thoy 
embraco and lean upon them, bocomo " heirs of tho promise," 
and thoy huvo tho full title to all tho rich inheritance which 
it contains. " My two immutable things, in which it wus 
impossible for God to Ho, we might havoa strong convolution, 
who hnvo lied for refuge, to lay hold upon tho hope set before 
as." (Hob. vi. 18). This rod nnd *t«ff arc exhibited in 
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the word of the Qoepel, accompanied by the Spirit. The 
Gospel is tho grand vehicle of tho Saviour's authority and 
power. It is " tho rod of His strength " sent out of Zion. 
(Ps. ex. 3.) It ie " tho power of God unto salvation unto 
evory one that boliovotli." (Rom. i. 16.) Olirist and His 
salvation aro in the word preached, and are nigli to thorn 
that hear it. Tho "excellency of His power" is here. 
(2 Cor. iv. 7.) The living Spirit renders tho word •' quick 
and powerful." Through His grncious agency, tho Gospel 
comes " not in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy 
Ghost, and in much assurance." (1 Thcs. i. 5.) To tho con- 
vinced sinner it speaks pardon ; it rebukes the adversary, 
and fills tho saints with joy and peace in believing. Ho 
who is with them in trouble thus works all His work of 
power in than and on their behalf. 

Diseortricx of this rod and staff arc tho sure tokens of the 
Shepherd* it promise and endearing care. They aro often most 
brightly seen in the darkness. Tho " Lord sits King upon 
(lie floods." He rules the rnging of tho sen ; and when 
the waves thereof swell, lie stills them. When II is p<K>plo 
are made to puss under tho rod, He " brings thorn into the 
bond of tho covenant," nn ^ owns them as His. The seal 
and earnest of His Spirit assure thorn of thoir interest in 
His love and salvntion. Ho loves them to the end. 
Brought " into the bond of tho covenant," they can 
never bo oust out, and arc snfo for eternity. Tho 
power of the Shepherd is sufficient to uphold thorn, 
to bring down all their enemies, and to complete their 
wilvation, while His loving care secures them against all 
possibility of failure. There is strong consolation in tho 
nssumnce— " I am tho Good Shepherd, and know my 
sheep, and am known of mine." " I give unto them eternal 
life; and thov shall never perish, neither shall any man 
pluck them out of my hand." (John x. M, 28.) Tho 
dominion of tho Vriiico mid the care of tho Redeemer 
secure to tho redeemed nil that they con possibly need. 
Ho takes constant cognisance of their ease— guides, 
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govorns, protects thorn by His rod. Ho sustains nnd com- 
forts thoin with His staff. This wus Uio coiifidonco of 
Israel nt tho Rod Sou— this thoir sufoty in tho swollings 
of Jordan. In both cases thoro was a glorious display of 
tho Saviour's watchful euro, and of His sovereign power 
u ml nuthority. In both there was tho fulfilment of His 
true und faithful prom i so. Ho " lod them witli nis 
glorious arm, dividing tho wo (or before thoin, to make 
Himself un everlasting nuiiio." (Isa. lxiii. 12.) Should wo 
not seek earnestly sueh gracious discoveries ? It is rocorded 
ui lhinicl Webster, tho ciuinoul American statesman, that in 
(he lust duys of his life ho found no words more fitted to 
express tho support nocded by u dying mun than ''Thy 
rod and Thy stuiF they comfort mo." So should wo boliovo 
and ho]>o to tho end. 

Tho power and gracious caro of tho ltodcomor nro, nt 
times, clearly soon in tho darkness of trouble and at the hour 
vf druth. Christ Jesus appears ns a "Shophord among 
His sheep in tho cloudy and durk duy." Uo comes us the 
Conqueror of hell and of death. Ho discovers His sovereign 
authority and displays His almighty power to deliver and 
save, and nt the saino time His condescending, loving cure. 
Like ns Ho spoke to tho patriarch, so Ho guarantees 
His gracious presence and ultimate delivorance — "Fear 
not to go down iuto Egypt ; for I will go down with thee, 
und will surely bring theo up uguiu." " My presonco shall 
go with tltce, and I will givo theo rest." (Gon. xlvi. -1 ; 
Ex. xxxiii. 1-1) 

Tho rod nnd Uio stuil" of tho Shophord subserve lo all 
tho Hook most salutary and important purposes. As they are 
mudo lo pass under the rod, they aro avowed and marled as 
peculiarly His. They uro sopurutcd and set upart from 
others, as tho Lord's portion. " I know my slieop, and am 
known of mine." "I give unto them eternal life/' as 
already begun, and its liual on joy men t secured. "Thoy 
shall bo mine, saith tho Lord, iu tho day that I make up 
my jewels." Their iuteresl in the Shepherd nnd His care 
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is Qt times made dear to tho conscience ; and saints nnd 
martyrs in death have boon thus mightily uphold and 
comforted. 

Thus, too, enoniies are retrained and driren away. With 
His crook the Shepherd drives off tho dogs that would 
worry and scatter tho whoop. By Hit* powor tho Redeemer 
arrests and restrains enemies, and tit length brings thorn 
down and destroys them. As in tho triumphal song of 
ftfoses at the Hod Sea, so, through tho glorious jHnvor of 
tho Saviour, His pooplo sing of victory. *■ Uy I lie groal ness 
of thino ami they shall ho as still as a stone, till tho people 
pass over which Thou hnst purchased." (Exod. \v. 1G.) 
"Thou in Thy morcy hast led forth tho people which Thou 
hast redeemed : Thou hnsl guided thorn in thy strength 
unto Thy holy habitation." (Vor. 13.) 

They impart special cowtolalion under n (Miction nnd 
sorrow, nnd opon up, when in a suffering condition, bright 
and joyful prospects. This is peculiarly characteristic <if the; 
spiritual comfort which a view of the Hod comer's rod uud 
slnfF confers. Tie sends His saints comfort against all 
grief. When their troubles abound, their convolution in 
Christ also abounds. Tho Spirit sen! forth by the ascended 
Redeemer gives heorlVenso in trouble. As Paul nnd 
Silas in prison sang praises nt midnight — (Acts xvi. 2;*). 
so believers, when exposed to manifold trials, yet learn 
to rejoico in tho God of salvation. This discovery hns 
brigh toned witli holy joy many a martyr's gloomy prison, 
nnd shed n hnlo of glory around tho stake and tho sea I Fold. 
This joy was theirs becauso thoy woro counted worthy 
to BiifFor for Christ; and it was great, hcartfolt, and 
inoxprossiblo. 

This joy has rofereneo to blessed future prospects. * ' They 
tcill comfort mo"— strongly expressed in tho original— is 
tho language of lively hope, tho fruit of faith. They hate 
done it in tho past, thoy will, in time to come, oxpcl sorrow 
and griof, and fill the heart with spiritual gladness. Tho 
boliovor, ovou whilo treuding tho low and dark valley, 
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is givon to know Hint thoro is "consolation in Christ." 
(Phil. ii. I.) Tho ro<l and staff of tho Saviour brought 
nonr roliovo all distress, and fill tho honrt with overflowing 
joy. A bright scono opens in prospect boforo tho afflicted 
child of tho covonnnt. Tho densest clouds will noon part 
and vanish away. Tho otornnl day break approaches nenr. 
Tho word of promise, powerfully applied and appropriated, 
becomes at once a prop to support from sinking, and n 
defence against nil tho powers of darkness. As tho ond 
nppronches, light beams upon the pnth of tho traveller. 
The prospect of tho crown of eternal salvation swells and 
animates tho henrt. Our highest comforts arc ovonescont 
and insufficient here. But standing in view of the goal, 
tho "mark of tho prize of tho high calling," to which tho 
Christian presses forward, is econ surpassingly excellent 
and glorious. 

In Conclusion. 

Tho subject admonishes us sorinusly to consider the 
walking through the r alley of death-shade for ourselves. This 
is nppointcd, and necessary for nil tho ransomed of tho 
Lord who nro going forward to tho heavenly rest. It is a 
port of tho Divine guidance— tho way in which tho Good 
Shepherd conducts His flock to tho fold in glory. Wo 
should regard ourselves as exposed to nfllictivo trials, 
nnd to fears and darkness, and should view these as nenr 
and imminent. Our only safety is to cling to the Shepherd 
of Israel. Wo should tuko Him to bo with us— look to 
Him alone, and resolutely follow Him. All confidenco 
should bo plnced in II is promised gracious presence. 
"Thou art with mo" is sufficiont to silenco all doubts, 
banish all fears, and inspire joyful nnd triumphant hopes. 
Wo should greatly vnluo tho Saviour's gracious presence, 
nnd earnestly plead tho promise. Wo should bo unwilling 
to tako any stop in life without Him. How soon Ho may 
call any of us to ontor tho volloy of dcalh-shado wo cannot 
tell. But it greatly concerns Us to take Him engaged to 
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bo with us. lake Moses, wo should rofuso to advance 
unaccompanied by our Divine Loader. "Wo should continue 
to plead till He gives the assurance, "I will certainly go 
with thee." As tho two disciples, journeying toward 
Emmaus, constrained the risen Saviour to remain with 
them till Tie manifested to them His glory, so should wo 
constrain Him, by wrestling prayer, to abido with us, as 
wo pass under tho cloud, and enter tho scene of trial. Our 
great duty is to live continually us if Ho woro with us, 
and as being always in II is immcdinlo presence. Thus 
wo walk with God, and Ho is ovor nigh to reliovo and 
bless. Wo should go into no pine© or scono where wo may 
not expect and renliso His grncious presence. If wo aim 
to walk with Him, wo mny rise abovo tho fear of evil. 
Already for us Ho has put away all sin, subdued all 
enemies, and placed them under rest mint. Wo mny fully 
trust Him for present upholding, and for future safety and 
doliveranco. Evils of whatever kind have been already 
uns tinged; they nro powerless to hurt us, mid at length 
they will bo completely nnd for ever dono away. 

We should bthold by faith this rod and staff, and d rate sup- 
port it ttd comfort from than now. Tho power nnd dominion 
of the enthroned Redeemer are matter of joy to tho snints 
in all their conflicts nnd difficulties nnd trials. Ho is Head 
of nil principalities nnd powors. Ho roigns supremo 
throughout tho universe for the good of His people, till nil 
their enemies hnvo become his footstool, nnd till they nro 
ndvnnccd to sit with Him on His tin-one, nnd to be joint- 
heirs with Him in glory. His enro as n Shepherd is most 
condescending, minute, nnd constant. Wo should by faith 
ltohold His glory, nnd rest in His pre-eminent fitness for 
His high office. We should joyfully embraco tho promise 
as n "tried word," and ns the "rod of His strength" sent 
out of /ion. Honco mny we even now draw truo comfort 
and encouragement. Wo hnvo assuredly tho warrant to 
'jov in God receiving tho atonement." (Koni. v. II.) 
There is substantial, everlasting consolation in Christ's 



106 CONFIDENCE ANI> SA.FCTY IS* TIIF. 

authority — in Tlis loving euro, and His faithful promiao. 
Ho is over ull thai can miir comfort, and obstruct IT in 
people's final salvation. His promises aro unfailing; Ilia 
power is engaged for their fulliluient. AV'o have abundant 
"round to rcjuico evermore in hope, and to givo thanks to 
Ilim who '' always cnuseth us to triumph in Chribt." 

Fiunlly — Wo should rest for comfort and victory t'n death 
hero. Tho dominion and power of the Iledoomoroxtond to 
the closing act of human lifo. Tho dying beds and tho 
graves of the saints are within His domain, as is tho etato 
of disobedient spirits, lio is evor wont to display His 
royal power and His most condescending euro toward II is 
people in death. ''Precious in His sight is the death of 
His saints." 1 Ic owns them and distinguishes theiu as His. 
As tho *' Captain of salvation/' He fights for them the last 
battle, and nt-bioves for them tho victory. 

" Tin- clmtuK-r where tin- good mini meet* lib* fulc 

Is privili'j.'vtl Ix-yoml I lie common wiilk of virtuous life : 
Quite iu lliv verge of licuwn." 

The latter end of tho righteous is peace. At eventide there 
is light. Tho walk through the dark valley conducts into 
the daybreak of overflowing light: it is tho imniediato 
precursor of everlasting joy and triumph. "The ransomed 
of the Lord shall return and come to Zion with songs, and 
everlasting joy upon their heads : and sorrow and sighing 
shull ilee away." (Isn. xxxv. 10.) "God shall wipe awuy 
all tears from their eyes ; and (hero shall be uo inoro pain ; 
for the former things tiro passed uway." (Rev. xxi. -I.) 
The remembrance of the dark valley, and of trials and con- 
flicts and a miction s that befel thorn in the wilderness, will 
rendor heaven bright by contrast, and enhance their happi- 
ness throughout eternity. The boalitic vision in glory is 
beholding tho Lamb slain in tho midst of tho throne, and 
in tho midst of His redeemed. It is au intuitive, clou(lless, 
transporting view of the Saviour's rod nnd staff. Then 
there is fulness of joy in God's presence — there aro " rivers 
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of pleasures" nt His right limul for evermore. The goMcn 
harps of saints nmdo perfect aro porpotually attuned to the 
sweetest melody. The new song of the rnnsomed is sung 
in tho immediate presence of tlio Lamb. They then sco 
clearly tliat in all tho way Dint tho Shepherd led them 
"goodness nnd mercy followed them;" and tho blessed 
issuo is that (hoy will "dwell in the Lord's house for 
over." Instead of support in weakness, comfort in 
sorrow, and songs in tho night, there will ho ecstatic 
joys and triumphant hullclujnhs, full, overflowing, nnd 
everlasting. 



THE SECOND COMING OF THE 
ASCENDED SAVIOUR. 

Acts i. 1 1—" Vo men of Gulilee, why atnml yo Kuzinff up into heavon ? 
this aimo Jesus, which in Inkcu up from you iulo heaven, nhiill w> 
coino iu liko minuter tin ye hnvo i*cen Hun go into heaven." 

The words of this text woro addressed lo tho Apostles of 
Christ, as thoir Mastor, removed from them, ascoudod to 
heaven to tako possession of Tlis mediatorial llirono. Tlioy 
nro naturally connected with, and HUpplomontnl to tho 
closing vorscs of tho twonty-fourth chapter of tho Gospel 
of Luko (ver. 50-53), and show plainly that tho inspired 
penman of tho Gospel and of the hook of Acts was ono and 
the same person. 

During tho forty days that intorvoncd between our 
Lord's resurrection and His ascension to glory, TIo had not 
gono iu ond out with His disciples, or boon constantly with 
them, as lie was boforo Tlis sufferings and death. TIo 
mado several appearances to thorn, and lind a numbor of 
distinct inUrcieics with them. Thoso woro in different 
plocos — genemlly sudden and unexpected, and frequently 
terminated by Tlis ronderiug Tlimself invisible, and vanish- 
ing out of their sight. In tho Gospels, nine at lonst of theso 
manifestations of tho rison Saviour ai*o recorded — 1. To 
Mary Magdalene ; 2. To tho other women ; 3. To tho two 
disciples as thoy journeyed to Emma us; •]. To Peter; 5. To 
tho ton Apostles, Thomas boing nbsout ; G. To tlio olovon ; 
7. To ecvou Apostles nt tho sea of Tiberias; 8. To tho 
olovon and many others on a mountain in Galiloo ; and 9. 
To tho Apostles in or nonr Jorusalom immodiatoly boforo 
His ascension. Tho Apostlo Paul (1 Cor. xv. 7) besides 
montions an appcarnnco of tho Rcdoomor to Jamos, which 
probably took place aftor that to tho "five hundred 
brethren at onco." in Galileo. 
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As tho forty days vorgod to a closo, our Lord wont up 
from Galiloo to Jorusaloin, whoro Ho had in all probability 
appointed Hie disciples to meet Him. It was bofilting 
that Ho should ascond to tho glory of His mediatorial 
throne, from tho scono of communion with His disciplos on 
earth, and of His lowest abasomont. When they were 
como togothor, and had tho first intercourses with their 
Master, Ho gently reprovod their curiosity and carnal views 
respecting His kingdom; assigned them their work as 
chosen witnesses of His person and work to tho ends of tho 
earth ; and Ho guanmtood to thorn, in tho promised mission 
of tho Spirit, " powor from on high " for all thoir future 
labours and trials. Wlion theso words of direction and 
encouragement wore spokon, " Ho led thorn out as far as 
to Bothany." It was, as tho original words imply, gentU 
leading. They followed as Ho wont before in tho way, and 
cnino near tho confines of the region of Bothany, which ap- 
proached tho outskirts of Jerusalem. In tho road by which 
His triumphal entry had, shortly boforo His crucifixion, 
swopt into tho earthly metropolis, from tho snmo placo Ho 
was to ascend to tho heavenly Jerusalem. Thonco, from near 
tho scono of His lowest abasement and bitterest agony, Ho 
went away, and wus received up into glory. As His disciplos 
stood woudcriug with fixed gaze and astonishment, whilo 
"tho cloud received Him out of thoir sight" ougel-voiccs 
addressed to them words of mingled reproof, consolation, 
and power—" Yo men of Galileo, why stand yo gnzing up 
into heaven ? this same Jesus, which is tnkou up from you 
into hoiivon, shall so como in liko manner as yo liavo seen 
Him go into hcavon." This angelic announcomont dcoply 
coucorus us too. While, as sinuors guilty and perishing, 
wo havo a constant coucorn in tho incarnation and atoning 
death of tho Saviour, wo should cherish fixed views of His 
ascension to heaven, and entertain joyful expectations of 
His second comiugnnd future glorious appearance. A princi- 
pal design of celebrating tho Lord's Supper is to ' * show forth 
His doath till Ho como." As wo go up to tho sacrod foast, 
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ire should seek lo hnvo u steadfast livoly fnilh in tho Savi- 
our's second coming. WcBhouldmnkou«orioushearlfoltpro- 
puiiitioii for it, unci Inlioiir io obtain n sealed nssnrnnco of 
our interest in (ho blessedness of His glorious appearance. 

T. TllK SCKNK AND THE ANNOUNCEMENT. 

It presents, us tint cliiof object of manifestation, tho 
tromfrou* ttct of the San'our'* awtusiou to glory. 

The narrative of the ovangoliflt is singularly graphic 
and expressive. "Holed them out as far as to Bethany; 
mid llr lifted up His hands and blessed (lioin. And it 
nunc to puss while He blessed them, Ho was parted from 
them, and carried up into hen von." (Luko xxiv. 50, 51.) 
The ascension of tho Rcdcomor was tho visiblo attestation 
of the acceptance by tho Fnthor of His finished work, and 
tho ample assurance to His people of tho enjoyment of all 
snlvnlimi-blessings. Ho went up as a public person to lako 
possession of heavon in their name, to reign and intorccdo 
witli power on their bohnlf — tho eertnin pled go and earnest 
of a wide-spread harvest of glory. The Inst attitude in which 
He was seen as Ho loft tho earth was one of blessing. 
Tho action was befitting tho benignity of His character. 
It was worthy of Hiin who enmo into our world, and lived 
and died to confer upon tho sons of men tho richest bless- 
ings. "Men shall be blessed in Him; all notions shall 
call nim blessed." (Ps. lxxii. 17.) As tho great High 
Priest of our profession, He asked from tho Father tho 
blessing, and, as tho King of tho covonnnt, Ho authorita- 
tively conferred it. When Ho had spoken tho things 
concerning His kingdom, tho descent of tho Spirit, nnd tho 
character and work of His disciples, Ho was " received up." 
"While they beheld," as thoy looked on nnd saw tho whole 
proceeding, Ho was "caught up and roso suddonly." * 
With steadfast gnzo their eyes continued lo follow tho 
ascending Saviour, till tho wondrous object had pnssod tho 
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natural and necessary boundary- of vision, and the heavens 
had received Him till tlio restitution of all things. 

These "two men" who stood by tho Apostles, wore 
celestial messengers, interested in tho whole work of the 
Rodocmor. As they vcro looking intensely into the 
opened door in heaven, ''behold two inon stood by thorn in 
whito apparel." They ap)>carcd "in brightness nnd super- 
lint urn 1 effulgence," in hiicIi array as is frequently ascribed 
to angolic beings. (Luke xxiv. •!; John xx. 1*2; Mutt, xxviii. 
5.) Some Into expositors have conjectured Ihnt theso two 
men wero Moses nnd Elins, who appeared on tho mount of 
trnnefigunition — (Luko ix. 31), in celestial splondour, 
nnd conversed of "His deccaso," or Exodus, to bo accom- 
plished at Jerusalem. These, it is thought, returned again, 
to bear witness to tho Saviour's linul departure, and of tho 
design of His ascension to heaven, to be tho perpetual 
Legislator nnd Prophet of tho Church. Rather are they 
to bo regarded as angels in humnn guise, scut to instruct 
nnd comfort tho disciples on this solemn occasion. They 
may have been the panic two who mot the women at tho 
sepulchre — (Matt, xxviii. 2; Mark xvi. 5), and nnnounccd 
to them tho first cheering tidings of tho Saviour's resurrec- 
tion. Or, as n part of tho bright train that accompanied 
Him when Ho ascended up on high, "lending captivity 
captive," they dropped behind, to speak wortls of en- 
couragement nnd high hopo to the astonished disciples 
remaining on earth. 

Tho Redeemer nsconded to His mediatorial throno with 
ft glorious retina* of holy angeh. (Ps. xviii. 17.) "lie 
was seen of nngels." Theso hod witnessed His agony and 
crucifixion with thrilling wonder and nmnzoruout, nnd they 
now swollod His triumph and heralded His ontruuee into 
glory. They loudly proclaimed the Saviour's conquest over 
hell and death ; nnd as thoy accompanied Him rejoicing to 
(ho portals of bliss, thoy demunded frco entrance for the 
illustrious Conqueror— " Lift up your heads, O yo gntos, 
and bo yo lift up, yo ovorlnsting doors, and the King of 
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glory shall coiuo in." (Ps. xxiv. 7.) Angels omployod in 
tho government of providonco, and in tho dispensation of 
tho Gospol, dolight in advancing Iho glory of Christ, and 
in ininistoring to tho hoirs of salvation. Intcnsoly loving 
tho llodcomer, nnd desiring to look into tho things portnin- 
ing to ITis sufferings nnd glory, it was tho high privilogo 
of tho nngolic hosts to hohold Him sitting down upon His 
mediatorial throno. Thoso who lingered bohind, and re- 
mained with tho disciples on earth, displayed tlioir readiness 
to ohoy, nnd thoir intorost in tho odificntion nnd comfort of 
tho church. Thoy announced, as boforo at Dothlohom on 
tho Saviour's birth, and at His resnrroction, tidings of great 
joy concerning tho blessedness of His second coming. 

Tho angolic message t'eprored the forgttfulnt** and «m- 
beHrf of tho disciples, nnd called thorn to implicit obedienc6 
and submission. Thoy addressed thorn — " Yo men of 
Gnliloo," reminding them at onco of thoir huniblo origin, 
nnd of tho honour tho Saviour hud put upon them in 
choosing them to bo His nmbnssndors nnd tho hornlds of 
His salvation. Thoy cnllod thorn by a naino which indi- 
cate*! that they wore tho follow-countrymon nnd tried 
frionds of Him who was gone. In tho nslouishuiont and 
commingled thoughts of thoir minds, thoy perhaps do- 
spnircd of ovor scoing Him again ; or, like tho sons of tho 
prophets on Elijah's translation, thoy may have expected 
His speedy rotuni. Tho question, " Wiry stand yo gazing 
up into henvon ? " implied somo mensuro of cousuro, and 
was design cm! to call away tho minds of tho disciples from 
carnal views and dreams of earthly glory. Tho promise 
that tho Com fort or should coino was suspended on tho 
Saviour's departure, nnd His return to tho bosom of tho 
Father. Repeatedly had Ho told thorn Ho would come 
again, aud in tho vory manner that Ho wont away. Tho 
question put by tho angels was a strong expostulation — 
"Why stand yo gazing?" — confueod, porploxcd, unbelior- 
ing, ovon though looking after Christ ascending and to- 
wards k hca von! It was not boGttiug that thoy should 
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remain in idleness and muto astonishmont. Thoy had 
work to do for the Advancement of the Rodcomor's glory, 
and Uio salvation of perishing mon. Ab tho risen Saviour 
said to Mary at tho scpulcliro, " Touch mo not, for I nm 
not yot ascended," and directed her, instead of lingering 
near His person, to go forthwith and aunounco the tidings 
of His resurrection lo His brethren; so He directed tho 
disciples, as ho docs us, to go and work diligently in His 
service, and to wait for and prepare for His promised and 
certain return. Our great duty is to belie vo His word, 
occupy till Ho come, and look for and hastou to His 
glorious appcaranco. 

II. His comino again*. 

Tho nssurnnco of tho Saviour's return from heaven is 
given in terms tho most emphatic and expressive. Tho 
closo analogy between tho manner of His dopnrture and 
His return is indicated by a twofold expression. " Ho 
shall so como," and " in like wanner" as He wont away. 
Ho shall appear personally, rixibly, and gloriously. Special 
stress, too, is laid upon tho placo into which Ho had ontorcd, 
and from which Ho would como back. Three times aro 
the words " into heaven " ropentcd, indicating that His 
roturn would bo as certain, corporeal, and local as tho de- 
parture which their eyes hod witnessed. It is observable, 
besides, that tho second coming of tho Saviour is imme- 
diately connected with His ascension. Between theso two 
no ovont in ten-ones equal in importnuco to oithor. Tho 
terms in which tho nngolic announcement was laado de- 
clared that tho ascension to glory of tho Rcdcomor, and 
His roturn for judgment, wero of unspeakable importance, 
and intimated that tho joyful expectation of His futuro 
glorious appearance should swallow up tho sorrow of His 
dopnrturo, and console tho friends of Christ under tho 
sense of His absence. 

Wo liavo horo tho amplest assurance of the Saviour's second 
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coming. This lias Leon in oil post ages tho liopo of tlio 
church. It was early predicted, mid held forth ia bright 
announcements to tho faith and joyful hopes of tho saints. 
Enoch, "tho seventh from Adnm," prophesied, saying, 
''Behold the Lord comoth with ten thousands of His 
saints." (Judo II.) Tho church was taught to sing in 
wrapt devotion, "Our God shall coino, and shall not keep 
silence. Ho shall call to tho heavens from above, and to 
tho earth, that Ho may judgo His people. Gather my 
saints together unto me, thoSo that have made n covenant 
with me by sacrifice And the heavens shall declnro ITis 
righteousness, for God is Judgo Himself." (Ps. 1. 3-7.) 
Tho Saviour, as Iho great prophet of the covenant, spoko 
of His future coining, and exhibited it in aspects the most 
commanding and nlfecting. One of His illustrious titles is, 
"Ho (hat cometh," — the coming One, which is einin on tly dis- 
tinctive of His character, and declares that all (hat Ho is 
now doing looks forward to this grand consummation. 
The exhortations, warnings, and encouragements of tho 
Itcdccmcr to the church receive (heir strongest emphasis 
from the assuranco of His certain coming. " Watch, there- 
fore, for in nn hour that ye think not, tho Son of man 
cometh." ''Ho will coino with power and great glory." 
Ho will como ns a King, to tako account of His ser- 
vants; as Uie Householder, to apportion moat and a re- 
ward to His domestics; ns (ho heavenly Jtridegroom, to 
receive tho brido and her virgin companions to the mar- 
riage supper. 

His manifestations in grace and providence now have a 
distinct referonco to His fuluro glorious appearance. By 
them Ho confers blessings and olFocts ends which will bo 
porfectly aud gloriously accomplished at His second coming. 
In His word and ordinances Ho comes spiritually as Zion's 
King, having salvation. By (ho plontiful ctTusion of tho 
Spirit, He sends "times of refreshing" from His presence, 
and comes to bless His people. In tho movements of 
providonco, by dispensations of judgment and mercy, He 
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displays His character ns the Governor among tho nations 
nnd tho sovoroign Judge of tho earth; and He givos plaiu 
pro-intimations of His linal procedure as the Judge of the 
quick and tho dead. In tho destruction of Jerusalem, the 
subversion of Homo Pagnn. and tho future downfal of 
Antichrist, the Inst judgment is forestalled, and to somo 
extent exemplified. (Matt, xxiv.; Rev. vi. t xviii.) And 
whon f on tho overthrow of mystical Babylon, He shall 
tnko Him His great power to reign, and shnll establish 
His kingdom universally in tho earth, Ho will thon brightly 
manifest tho character and designs of His return at the 
last judgment. 

This coming announced by tho angels points mainly, 
if not exclusively, to tho Saviour's second glorious appearance 
at the general resurrection. Thoro will bo no "personal 
return" of tho Redeemer to tho earth before tho general 
resurrection and the final judgment. He will then 
"appear the second time without sin unto salvation." (Hob. 
ix. 28.) In His first advent He appeared as "the sin- 
bearer;" in His second, Ho will corneas a magnanimous 
Conqueror — tho Judge of the quick and tho dead, and in 
glorious majesty, as a sovereign univorsal Kuler. Ho will 
then be visibly manifested. Ho shnll come "in power and 
•Teal glory." "Every oyo shall seo Him, nnd they also 
which pierced Him shnll wail because of Him." (Kov. 
i. 7.) He shnll como for judgment ns the Godinnn, in the 
bright displny of His mediatorial character nnd excellency. 
A full manifestation of His glory ns Immunucl, tho redeem- 
ing Head of His church, was never made before. This 
will bo "tho day of tho revelation of Jesus Christ." The 
"heavens and tho enrth shnll be lighted with His glory." 

Tho Saviour will como at lnet for objects the most momen- 
tous. He ascended into heavon to receive His glorious 
reward— to receive gilts for men, thnt Ho might confer thorn, 
especially those of the Spirit, nnd tho offices and privileges 
of His houso; to intorcedo within tho voil. to sit upon tho 
throne of universe, and to prepare a place in heavon for 
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all His redoomod. IIo will como ngnin to "dolivor up tlio 
kingdom," and to lorminato tho administration of tho 
present mediatorinl achomo. (1 Cor. xv. 21.) Ho will 
judgo angels and mon at His npponronco. Ho shall Uion 
receive His ransomed church fully innda up nnd propnrcd 
ne "a brido for Her husband." Ho will confor upon Hie 
risen saints tho blissful reward, nnd introduco tho glorious 
Toign of otornily. AVhilo tho form of tho mediatorial 
government si in 11 be changed, Christ Jesus will reign for 
over over His glorified church. At His second coming, tho 
wholo design of eternal love, tho groat end of tho Saviour's 
Surcty-ongngemont nnd death, will bo fully accomplished. 
All things being subduod by His power, tho Son also 
Himself shall bo subject unto Him that put all things 
under Him, "that God may bo nil in oil." (1 Cor. xv. 28.) 

"Willi special emphnsis it is declared that tho object of 
this glorious appearance is "This same Jesus," — that "very 
one" who, ns tho bnbo of Ucthlohom, was named Jesus, 
who was contemptuously called by enemies "Jesus of 
Nazareth," and who wns known to His disciples by this 
familiar designation, shnll como again "without sin unto 
salvation." Ho shall appear invested with tho samo 
attributes, nnd clothed with the snino character as Ho dis- 
played on earth, and when Ho ascended to hen von. 

This announcement declares that Ho will come in tho 
splendour of His Divine and mediatorial glory. On His 
coming into our world Ho wns heralded as Jesus, God 
of salvation, and named "Immnnucl," "God with us." 
Tho doctrines which Ho taught, and tho mimclcs which 
Ho performed, declared Him to be "tho Son of God 
with power." This samo Jesus will come at length, in tho 
full manifestation of His eternal Godhead. He will appear 
in His own nnd His Father's glory. "God is Judgo 
Himself." 

Yot will Ho also Appear in His glorified humanity. 
Impressively did Ho show onco and again to His disciples, 
after His resurrection, that the nature in which Ho suffered 
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was to partake of His exaltation-glory. In "the upper 
chamber," when Ho mot with thorn, Ho said, "Bohold 
my hands and my foot, that it is I myself: handlo mc, and 
see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as yo see mo 
have." (Luko xxiv. 39.) \Vhon Ho met with Mary at tho 
sepulchre, in tho message sent to ITis brethren, He declared, 
"I ascend unto my Father and your Father, and to my 
God and your God." (John xx. 1 7.) As tho elder Brother 
of His saints, Ho will como again. Ho will "judgo the 
world in righteousness by that man whom Ho hath 
ordained." (Acts xvii. 31.) "Tho Father hath given Him 
authority to execute judgment also, because Ho is the Son 
of man." (John v. 27.) This will bo for tho ovorlasting 
confusion of enemies, and for tho unspeakable joy and 
comfort of His people. 

Ho will como again in the tendertU tore and cmtdetctmion 
to Hit taint* > When tho heavens (shall be lightened with 
His glory, and His enemies shall bo overwhelmed with 
dismay, Ho will appear in every aspect of benignity and 
love to His people. The same Jesus who redeemed them 
from death, reclaimed them from wandering, boro with 
their infirmities, sympathized with their sorrows, and re- 
lieved all their wants, will come in all tho tenderness of 
the com passion and love that lie manifested when on earth. 
This will be most conspicuously displayed at His second 
coming. Ho will send forth His angels to separate tho 
righteous from tho wicked, and to gather togothor tho 
saints to His immediate presence. The enthroned Kedceiuer 
will own and welcome tho redeemed before an assembled 
universe: "Come, yo blessed of My Father, inherit tho 
kingdom prepared for you from tho foundation of the 
world." Those who served Him nnd suffered with Him, 
Ho will, in " tho day of tho manifestation of tho sons of 
God," confess before His Father nnd His angels. His 
glorious presence, instead of terror, will excite in them joy 
nnd ecstatic delight. Ho will " gird Himself, and como 
forth and servo them," -employing all His creatures, and 
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oxorting nil His attributes to do llioui honour. Tho Mou 
who l»l««l una died on Calvary for thorn will acknowledge 
I horn as standing to Him in (ho most endearing- relations. 
" With gladness nud rojoieing shall thoy bo brought : thoy 
shall enter into tho King's palace." (Ps. xlv. 15.) 

This same Jesus will come lo tnko account of His sereatth, 
and to bestotc honour and mated upon the faithful. " jlflor u 
long time, tho Lord of those servants comoth, and rcckouoth 
with ihem." (Mntt. xxv. 19.) Thoso who faithfully occupied 
their talents (ill He comes will bo welcome*! to " the joy 
of their I*ord," and to dignity and honour proportioned to 
the extent of their service ; while tho negligent nud sloth- 
ful will be cast out and punished. lie will Ilimsolf bestow 
the reward. "Tho crown of righteousness which tho Lord, 
the righteous Judgo will give mo in thnt da}', mid not to 
me only, but to nil such as lovo His nppenrauco." (2 Tim. 
iv. 8.) As He comes, *' His rownrd is with Him, mid His 
work boforo Him." (Isn. xl. 10.) It is the reward of grace 
— tho full recomponso of bliss uuspcakublo nud unonding. 
The saints arc delivered from." light and moinontary" 
u mictions, which linvc wrought out for them "a far moro 
cxceeiling and eternal weight of glory." Thoy have ovor- 
couie, and sit down with tho Conqueror on His throne, as 
Ho ovorcamo and has sat down with His Fnthor on His 
throno; and thoy reign with Him for over and ovor. Thus, 
and for such high purposes, " the same Jesus " will come 
again to mako transcendent displnys of His glory, and to 
fulfil the highest hopes and expectations of His saints. 

III. The maxxeu ok His couixg. 

The angelic assurance lays evident stress on tho mode 
of tho Saviour's future nppcurnnco. Not only tho Porson 
will bo tho eamo as they had formorly known, standing to 
thorn in tho most endearing relations, but thoro would bo 
tho closest rcsomblanco botweon His return and His de- 
parture. " So " would Ho como " in like manner" as thoy 
had "scon Him go away into heavon." Ho would come 
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again "in a cloud," as Ho wont awoy. This was at onco 
for concealment and manifestation. Clouds nro in Script uro 
represented as tko accompaniments of tlio Divino presence. 
They indicate, at tho sumo timo, God's speciul manifestation. 
and sorvo to voil and hide from cronturc~vision tho offul- 
gonco of His majesty, and tho iuecrutublo my story of His 
nature mid purposes. Tho tnberuaclc of old was tilled 
with a cloud, when God, dwelling between tho cherubim, 
inado it nis earthly ubode. At tho dedication of Solomon's 
temple, tho cloud of glory so fillod the house that the 
priest, overwhelmed with awe, could not stand to minister. 
Tho manifestation of tho Saviour's glory on the mount of 
trunsligu ration was accompanied with u "bright cloud," 
ovorshudowiug tho chosen disciples and the celestial 
visitants. Clouds uro tho chariots of the lung of glory. 
\Vhon the ltodeomer appears as u mighty ungcl, descend- 
ing from honvon to tako part in the conflicts and trials of 
His two witnesses, He is " clothed with n cloud, and u niin- 
bow " — tho tokou of tho covenant — " is upon His head." 
(Rev. x. 1.) And His second coining will bo "with the 
clouds of heaven," in " power and great glory,"' as a Divine 
Deliverer,— tho sumo who frequently manifested His pre- 
hoiico to His church, and wrought for her great ami 
glorious doliveruiico. 

He shall come, attended by hoUj antfeh. Thus has He 
already appeared in Zion for blessing to His church, lie 
appeared in Sinai " with ton thousands of His holy ones," 
and from '* Mis right hnud wont a liery liiw for them.'' 
Ho was " soon of nngols" as Ho died and rose again. He 
went away wifli " twenty thousand of the chariots of God,' 1 
(•von myriuds of augols. (Ps. lxviii. 17.) Thus, too, will 
Ho return to earth. Ho will como in His own and His 
Father's glory, and in " the glory of His mighty angels.'' 
(2 Thess. i. 7.) These bright spirits uccompimying the 
Saviour as nis royal rotinue are not themselves to be 
judged, but thoy uol nu iinporlant part in the final judg- 
ment. They do honour to Christ, swell His triumph, and 
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display II is glory, Thoy nro tho "reapers" in " tho 
harvest," which is " tho end of tho world." Thoy come ns 
ministering spirits to do honour to the saints, as they cor- 
dially unite with thcin in ascribing nil worth mid worthi- 
ness to tho slnin Lamb. (Rov. v. 11, 12.) 

He will come nt Inst with a nhmd mid with tho trump of 
O'otf. '• God is gone tin with n shout, tho Lord with tho 
sound of n trumpet." (Vs. xlvii. j.) In n "k° manner shall 
He descend from hen von, "with tho voico of the nrchnngol 
mid the trump of God." Tho " arc-hnngol " mny bo tho 
Itedeemer Himself — "tho Head of till principality nnd 
[Kiwer," or u created niigel of high rank, who shull herald 
His coming to judgment. The loud trumpet-sound pro- 
claims the assembling of tho universe, and inn}- bo the in- 
strumentality employed for awakening tho saints that sloop 
in Josus, and for changing thoso who aro nlivo nnd renin in 
nt Christ's coming. " In a moment, in tho twinkling of an 
eye : for the trumpet shall sound, and tho dead *hnll bo raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed." (1 Cor. xv. 52.) 

Tho Saviour shall bo «<■» with admiration nt His second 
mining. Tho Apostles saw Him with wrapt wonder nnd 
astonishment ascend to heaven. AVhilo they behold, nnd 
ns thoy stood gnxing, " Ho wns tnken up." He will come 
again in visible glory — the observed of nil oyes, tho wonder 
mid joy of His saints. Ho shall bo seen by them in every 
aspect of glorious majesty and nttrnctivo loveliness. Not 
only will Ho nppcnr ns tho ono grand commanding 
object of external brightness and glory; " Ho shnll-como 
to be glorified in His saints, and admired in nil them that 
boliovo." (2 Thoss. i. 10.) What His grnco has wrought 
in thoin — His moral imago now perfect, reflected by thorn, 
will bo tli o admiration of angels and in on. It will show 
the transforming power of His love, nnd will bring to Him 
a revenue of praise for over. 

A main design of His glorious nppenrnuco will bo to 
rompUte thr bUxting. Thus Ho wont away. " While Ho 
blessed thorn," nnd ere He had finished the blessiug. IK- 
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disappeared from their sight. Tho angelic message assures 
believers that Ho will so coino again as Ho parted from 
tho disciples, to finish tlio bonodiction. Tliis is indeed tho 
great end of His coming to His mi bits nt nil times and iu 
whatever manner. Ho conies in tho word, in ordinances, 
by His Spirit, and in providences, to Mess tJicm. As tho 
Israolirish high priest at tlio evening of iho day of atone- 
ment, when' tho scrvico of tho sanctuary was linished, put 
on his -robes of glory and beauty," mid with uplifted 
hands blessed tho pcoplo, so will our great High Priest 
come forth from the " holy of holies" mid complete tlio 
Messing. (Levit. xvi.) In tho ovening of lift-, He blesses 
tho depart iug spirit of the believer. At tho resurrection, 
tho bodies of tho saints shall receive from the Lord full 
blessing and blessedness. Tlioy shall bo fashioned like 
His glorious body. (Phil. iii. 20.) The saints, misod up iu 
glory, '* shall bo perfectly blessed in the full enjoyment of 
God to all eternity." Tho bliss imparled at Christ's coining 
will continue and bo increased throughout endless iiges. 
It is realised iu exalted communion with Christ and His 
saints in heaven. The rcdoemud idiull bo blessed in high 
fellowship with Christ and His holy angels and fol tow- 
saints in glory. Thoy shall bo blessed to tho uimosl 
capacity of their spiritual nature; and, with enlarged 
faculties adapted to their exalted condition, they shall en- 
joy this felicity for ever. God in covenant will Himself 
be their rest and [tortiou, uninterrupted and inexhaustible, 
throughout eternity. "Tlio ljnnb in tho midst of the 
throne shall feed them, and lend (hem to living fountains 
of valors." At His first advent, after Ho had gnthoivd 
His disciples, Ho was parted from them in sulfeiing and 
death. At His glorious future appearance, cdl His saints 
shall In- gathered together to Him. None of them shall 
be left lK-hind, nnd thoy sluill bo parted from Him no more. 
Received to bo with Him in glory, thoy shull go no more 
•jut. Tho some precious Saviour, who redeemed thorn by 
His blood, will present Ilium faultless before the throne of 
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His glory. Tlio full end of His coming will thon bo ac- 
complished in thoir sharing perfect blessedness with their 
Tjonl for evor mill over. 

IV. Of II M-HCIAI. 1>LTIKS l.V KKLATIUX TO OiIUISt's 
SKCONII COM IXO. 

This declaration of (ho angelic messenger* supplies n 
test of our true character, trios our hopes, and hIiowh whnt 
will he our liiiul condition. It is required Ihnt — 

1 . We should have ntfatlfaxt faith in Jfix com in?/. The 
world is still unbelieving, as it wns in tlio apostolic times. 
Scoffers walking after thoir own lusts say, in the last Any*, 
■' Whore is the promise, of His coming? for since the 
fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they wore from 
the beginning of tlio creation." (2 Tot. iii. 3. ■!.) There 
are the strongest grounds for hcurtfolt belief in tho 
•Saviour's fulm-o glorious appcunince. He has promised 
thai lie will come again, and His fnith fulness is pledged 
to fuhil the promise. I lis work on ouiih, His ascension to 
glory, His work in hen veil, and His government in provi- 
dence, nre nil intimnlelv connected with Christ's coming to 
judginoiit. "He hath appointed a <lny in which Ho will 
j udgo the world in righteousness by that Man whom Ho 
hath ordained : whereof Ho hath given assurance unto nil 
mon, in that He hath raised Him from tho dend." (Acts 
xvii. 31.) The second coming of tho Lord, nt tho ond of 
the present dispensation, must evor form an essential part 
of the Christian's creed, and should bo a fuudamonlal 
article of his surest and most sacred belief. 

2. To make eoiistimi dtfiytnl preparation for th? Saviour* s 
mming. Our Lord frequently insists on this (home in~His 
personal ministry. " Watch, therefore, for ye know neither 
the day nor the hour wherein the Son of Iran comcth." 
(Matt. xxv. 13.) " Let your loins be girded about, and 
your lights burning; and yo like unto mon Hint wait for 
their Lord, when Ho will return from tho wedding." (Luke 
xii. 3C.) Tho Aposlles often exhibit tho Redeemer's second 
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coining as tho strongest motivo to prueticul duties, and urgu 
Christians to look, wait, unci prepare for it, and to regard 
it as uu uufajliug source of spiritual consolation mid joy. 
"Swing that all these things shall bo dissolved, what 
luannor of persons ought yo to bo in all holy conversation 
and godliness, looking for and hasting unto tho coming of 
thu day of Owl ? " (2 Pot. iii. II.) " Wlioroforo, bolovcd, 
seeing that ye look for such things, bo diligout that yo may 
ho found of Him in peace, without spot, mid bluiuclcss." 
(2 Pot. iii. II.) 

'•\. It >hould bo tho object of our earnest desire ami joyful 
hope. Proportioned to tho lovo which wo bear to tho risen 
Saviour will bo our interest in His work in heavon, and 
our fervent desiro for His .second coming. Tho saints that 
shall hereafter recoivo '* the crown of righteousness" lovo 
His appearing." (2 Tim. iv. 10.) Thoy "look for dint 
blessed hopo, mid tho glorious appearing of tho great God 
and our Saviour Josus Christ." (Titus ii. 10.) All that 
forms to the renewed henrt the object of highest spiritual 
desiro and most joyful hopo is coucontrntcd in Christ's 
second coming — unstained holiness, full victory, and per- 
fect bliss; nil that is excellent and glorious in tho kingdom 
of God, and in fellowship with God nnd tho saints, can 
only thou bo fully realised. Should not thorcforo our 
spiritual desires over How out townrd it? should not our 
hopes all rest upon it ? 

■I. This strong expectation should inllucnce our whole 
spirit and conduct in nil labours and trials. Our obligation 
to tho cross of Christ should over lend us to live ns tho 
ransomed of the Lord. Our faith and hopo in His coming 
again should nuiinuto nnd comfort us in His service. It 
should •' purify our hearts, ns God in pure," raise us abovo 
the world, and help us to overcomo it, and draw away our 
affections to things above, whoro Christ sits en throned nt 
tho right hand of God. It should ovor supply u constrain- 
ing motivo to the faithful performance of all duties to God 
and to man. Resting on tho nssumnco that our Master 
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will como ngnin and reckon with His sorvnnls, we should 
" occupy " fnitli fully I ill Ho como, Bponding our talents 
for tho promotion of His glory. "\V'o nro en lied lo ■■ hold 
fast " whnt wo have of profession mid privilege till He 
i-omo — (ltov. iii. II); to endure trials in (he nenr prospect 
of His appearance ; and to wnit for tho glory to be re- 
vealed. Influenced hy such assured hopes, we shall walk 
beforo God in all meekness and lowliness of mind ; wo 
shall shino as lights in the world ; nnd, as joint-heirs with 
Christ, rejoice ai all times in hope of the glory of God. 

In* Conci.i'sion. 

This subject cnlls us — 

First — Solemnly to ronsufrr ttml t'tujtrocr out' Xwv/V «*- 
crnxioti to glory. AVe should lay to heart the manner nnd 
purpose for which Ho ascended. AVo should follow Him 
in thought and affection to the door in lieuvon, through 
which He has passed to His mediatorial throne. He 
parted from His disciples romaining on earth with tokens 
of tho tenderest affection, and with hands uplifted to be- 
stow the blessing. He entered heaven and assumed His 
sent upon the throne, that He might sond down plentiful 
rich gifts to the sons of men. He went up to glory that He 
might introduce the mission of tho Spirit, and to exercise 
all power and authority in heaven and earth for the be lie lit 
of His redeemed church. He wont to propare a place in 
glory for His redeemed, and to bring them to the man}* 
mansions in (he lather's house nt the nppoiulod time. 
Like the disciples, when the Lord was taken up, we should 
worship Him as truly Divine, nnd entitled to all homage 
and adoration. "We aro called, as thoy wore, now that Ho 
has gone to the rather, ever to rcgnvd Him as the Elder 
Brothor, and fellow -saints as brethren — fellow-heirs of 
glory. As they rotumed to Jerusalem with great joy. and 
remained engaged daily in spiritual worship and fellow- 
ship, so should we nbouud in prayer and praiso to God 
continually. Our Lord's ascension should load us to trust 
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Hint for all our salvation ; should stimulate to liveliness 
and fervour in religious oxorcises ; mid should bring us 
especially to havo our country mid citizonehip in lioaveu. 
wkoncc wo wait and look for the Saviour's coining to 
manifest fully His glory, and to porfect nil that concerns 
His people's salvation. 

Secondly — Lot us see that ** this sumo Jesus " is now 
to us " alt hi a/I." Wo should oiubrncc and rely on Him 
as our Elder Urothor uud Friend— ns our Shepherd, Hus- 
band, Head, and Lord. Wo should know Him ns standing 
to us in ovory ondearing relation. Ho is oven now en- 
gaged on our bolinlf. He "appears in the presonco of 
God for us." As His people's Wcll-Bolovcd, He will conns 
agaiu. Having received Iho kingdom, He will come forth 
from the most holy place to complete their salvation and 
bless them. It greatly behoves us to consider whcllior in 
reality Ho is ours by a vital union, by our own rent choice, 
and by abiding in Him. He who lends nud feeds Hit* re- 
deemed, uud who ever manifests full and inexhnusliblo 
compassion towards them, will in duo timo come to save 
them. He will gloriously coinploto what He has begun, 
lie, the First, will also be the Last of His people's privi- 
leges and joys — tho Alpha and Omega of all their prnite. 
In appropriating trust and joyful hope of His appearance, 
tho saint, with for vent desiro pleads, "Until the day break, 
and the shadows lleo away, turn, my beloved, and bo thou 
like n roo or a young hart upon the mountains of Jlelher." 
(Song ii. 17.) Triumphing in Him, believers who love 
His appearance exclaim on Iho day of His coming, " Lo, 
this is our God ; we havo wuited for llim, and He will .save 
us : this is tho Lord ; wo have waited for llim, wo will be 
glad und rejoice in His salvation." (Isa. xxv. 0.) 

Thirdly — Wo should frequently consider tchat the 
Saviour's coming again will If to ourtctvt*. He will certainly 
come at length and appear visibly to all. His future 
manifestation will be to the shamo and everlasting con- 
fusion of His onomicH. "The Lord Jesus shall bo revealed 
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from heaven with His mighty ungols, in (laming firo taking 
vongeniico on than that know not God, mid oboy not tho 
Gospel of our Ixml Jeans Christ." (2 Thoss. i. 7, 8.) To 
His I'nithful servants His socnrnl coining will ho mi h peak lily 
glorious, nttrnctivo, and blessed. Thoy shall bo mined up 
in glory find received (o bo with TTim. Thoy hIiiiII bohold 
mid renliso His glory. Tlioy hIiiiII bo brought "with glad- 
ness nnd rejoicing" to " (ho palnco of tho King," to abido 
for ever. Their sorrows and trials aro at an ond. All 
their highest hopes aro realised and vastly surpassed. 
Tlioy shnll fully see and shnro all tho glory of the 
Redeemer's throno and kingdom. '* Tho throne of God 
and of tho Lamb shall bo in it ; and His servants shall 
servo Him : and they shnll soo His faco ; and His name 
shall be in their foreheads.' 1 (Row xxii. 3. -I.) 

I-astly — "We invito und welcome you to the Lord's tabh 
that you may got a clonror view of the connection bet teem the 
Suriour'x ascension to heaccn nnd JFis second coming. He wont 
away in the attitude nnd act of blessing. He nsconded to 
glory to reign and intercede, that He might confer enlarged 
gifts upon His redeemed, mi( l pi*epm"o them for tho full 
enjoyment of still higher blessings nt His second coming. 
In the snored ordinance wo nro called to realise an earnest 
and forctasto of tho glory to bo revealed. The grand 
manifestation which will be inado of tho Redeemer's per- 
son and covenant, of His offices nnd relations, at His final 
glorious appearance, are to bo apprehended by faith now. 
Tho Bridegroom is hero; tho marriage supper is prepared; 
and they who aro ready, "tho wise virgins," with thoir 
lamps trimmed, are bid wolcomo to go forth with the Master 
of the feast, ond to lofty and endearing fellowship with 
Him in (ho wedding chamber, tho "doors being shut." 
Wo nro required to show forth tho doath of tho Saviour 
" till Ho coino; " to contimio tho ordinance till tho ond of 
tho dispensation ; nnd (o obscrro it as n preparation nnd 
antepnst of His coming in glory. In the fenst of Ilia love 
Ho is revealed as tho Lamb slain ; so should wo now bo- 
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hold and wolcome Him. Wo should stand with the Lnmb 
nnd His company on Mount Zion, encompassed with Hih 
glory, and having the Father's namo inscribed on our fore- 
heads. At His second coming Ho will appear ns the Cap- 
tain of salvation, bringing ninny sons to glory; as n crowned 
Conqueror, hnving vanquished nil His enemies, and 
achieved complete victory. As the Ilusbnnd and Head of 
His ransomed church. He will come to bring homo His 
elect nnd sanctified bride. In the sneramontnl feast, Ho 
appears in the some distinctive cluintcters and relations. 
Ho is displayed ns an cxnltod King, nnd it is " the day of 
His espousals" — the " day of the gladness of His heart." 
The daughters of Zion should go forth to behold Him 
adorned with the crown with which His mother crowned 
Him. Wo nre called to own Him ns our King ; to cast 
the crowns of our privilege and honour at His feet ; ami 
to place the crown of our salvation on Mis head, He alone 
being found fit to wear it, and worthy to bear the un- 
divided glory. This is the best time and place to obtain 
glimpses of His glory, nnd to rweivc earnests of the 
bliss of His second coming. Following Him to the 
ordinance, we should seek now to share in the blessing 
which the Apostles rccoived from the uplifted hands of the 
ascending Saviour. Ere wo part from the .scene, wo should 
believe with the heart the angelic announcement con- 
cerning the saino almighty compassionate Saviour, return- 
ing in like manner as He wont nwuy. This ordinance is 
design cd to be to His friends tho pledge and seal that He 
is coming, and thai Ho will in a short time appear for 
their unspeakable joy. To every one who believes on His 
mime, und loves His appearance, Ho gives the assurance. 
" I will como nguin, and receive you to myself ; that where 
1 am, there you may be also." (John xiv. 3.) In the full 
viow of what that promised ndvonl will be for the mani- 
festation of His glory and our completed salvation, should 
we not with fervent desire and joyful hearts exclaim, 
"Kvkx so. comk. Loan Jesus?" 



THE TKKK OF LIFE. 

HKVtiUkTlON xxii. •J--" l» llu- mitL.l of lli<r Mm-I uf it. mid on vitlu-r 
nidi- of llu rivor. \vn.- limn' l lie (iw of life, which Imihj Iwt'lvx- 
inmiiHT of fniil*. mul yii-Wwl her fruit vwry mouth: nnd ilie 
K-uvw uf tlu- liw w<-rv fur tin- homing of the mitimiN." 

Wiietiikh the two last chn pt ens of the A|MK-nlypso nre dc- 
si "lied to refer to the Millennial stuto of tho church on 
earth, or to tho glorified condition of tho church triumph - 
n nt in heaven, has bcon n subject of considerable discus- 
sion. Those who holiove in Christ's personal mnnifestn- 
tiou prior to the Millennium, and in His reign on earth 
with His risen saints during that period, very gcnorully 
oxplniu the bright visions of these chapters us referring to 
the glorious condition of the Redeemer's kingdom on 
earth at the closo of the disponent ion. 

There is, wo think, satisfactory evidence that the pro- 
per and full reference of the elevated description is to tho 
heavenly state. The scenes recorded uro subsequent to the 
general judgment and the consignment of the wicked lo 
the lake that burns with lire and brimstone. If llieso are 
not laid in heaven, then, while the final punishment of the 
damned is distinctly declared, (he visions of this compre- 
hensive prophecy would bo completed without uny exhibi- 
tion of tho eternal felicity of the righteous. Besides, the 
lungungo of the description is too lofty nnd expressive to 
be applied to any state on earth, in which- the remains of 
sin and sorrow exist, or in which any return to them is to 
bo feared. It is, however, evor to bo borne in mind Uint 
tho condition of the saints on earth and in heaven differs 
only i» degree, and not in kind. Grace is the bud nnd germ 
of their character and happiness, and glory is tho full 
fruit and crown. The "grnco" which shall be given to 
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the righteous at tho future revelation of Josus Christ (1 Pet. 
i. 13), is tho perfection of the saints' gracious state iu 
heavenly glory. The "things thai are above" must be 
partly known and experienced here, if our " affections are 
sot" on them; \vc must "scok" thorn, and have u grow- 
ing acquaintance with (hem, in order to put on a mcctness 
for their full possession, and to come to the everlasting 
onjoymont of them in heaven. 

Tho two opening verses of this sublime chapter present 
u singularly attractive viow of the fountain and source of 
the felicity of the redeemed here and in the world to come. 
The Apostle, when in tho Spirit, saw in vision "a pure 
rivor of tho water of life, clear as crystal," issuing forth 
and flowing onward from "the throne of God and of the 
Lamb." This is the emblem of the blessings of grace and 
salvation, that impart, .sustain, and perfect spiritual and 
eternal life. Their unfuthomnblc and inexhaustible source 
is God Himself — the God of all mercy and grace. They 
come to sinners in the dispensation of the eternal covenant, 
through the administration of the Mediator, and by the 
agency of the Holy Spirit. While they diffuso purity, 
refreshment, and life wherever they go iu overllowing 
abundance, they aro like a magnificent river whose full 
volumo in its course knows no diminution or exhaustion. 

The second prominent object iu tho state of heavenly 
felicity is declared to be 'the thee ov life" in "the 
midst of the street of the city," a ad ou "either side of the 
rivor." Everything endearing and attractive is held forth 
by this emblem; and nil the elements of the suints' bliss 
that are enumerated in the subsequent verses have ou in- 
timato and necessary connection with this central and com- 
manding object. Saints whom we once knew and loved 
on earth sat at times while hore under the shade of "the 
apple troo," and did eat with delight of its pleosjint fruit. 
They now see — without a medium or n cloud, the grand 
object of thoir bleated liopo. Thoir perfect happiness is 
to rest under tho covert of its branches, and to eat of its 
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mellow and constantly renewed fruit, n» (hoy oxporionco 
tlio full virtuo of iU health-giving loaves. Mny wo have 
the forolnsto of this felicity now, and ho prepared nt Ion gib 
for its full nnd everlasting onjnymonl! 

TllO THKK OK I.IFK AN1> ITS 1'OSITIO.V — ITS FRUIT AN1> 
FKKI'KTITAI. I'llOI)UCTIVKNF_HS — nild ITS I.KAVKS, WITH Til Kill 

mf.dicinal vniTirK, when duly considered, will hIiow the 
glorious source mid nuturo of tho future felicity of tlio 
redcomod. 

1. TlIK TllKK OF MFK. 

In the designation of this illustrious object thoro is an 
obvious reforonce to man's primcvnl obodo in tlio oartlily 
paradinc, and to His original happy condition. This text 
supplies n singular proof of tlio connection of tlio Old nnd 
Now Testaments, nnd of tlio unity of the Bible. What is 
mentioned in tho earliest part of tlio inspired record in tlio 
book of Genesis, is stated with increased fulness in tho 
close of the canon of revelation. Man's state of innocence 
is connected with his rccovory from sin, and the happy 
condition of tho redeemed in glory. Tho primeval grant 
(Gen. ii. 9) of access to tho " treo of lifo," or "livos," 
was u Divino memorial of lifo bestowed by God ; nnd, as 
connected with tho first covenant, wns to Adam " a sign 
and seal " of immortal life. Hy tlio Fall paradise wns for- 
feited, nnd the way to tho trco of lifo completely barred to 
man against any future work of obedionco which might 
procure for him admittance. This glorious object dis- 
appears and is lost sight of till tho reign of sin nnd death 
is ended. With paradise regained through tho redemp- 
tion of Christ, the tree of life is again scon in bright con- 
trast with tho typo in Kdon. Tho trco in tho earthly 
paradise was only a sign and plot) go to bo socn ; and its 
fruit scorns not to hnvo bcon eaten in the stale of inno- 
ccney ; — in man's full and expulsion from tho gnrdoa, all 

* This is the cxprcAuou iu Hobraw. 
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access to it was donicd for over. Hut in heaven, tho troo 
cxcolliug in glory is (ho real aliment of otemiil life. 
Millions of saved ones lire brought into the nearest con- 
neclioii with it; under its shndo they porpolually ropose, 
and of its luscious fruit they pnrtnko for over. 

Tho troo of liftf was to our lirst parents a sacramental 
uai and menus of life. Augustine justly remarks. " In the 
other troes of tho gurden granted to Ada in for fo*nl thoro 
was nourishment; in this thore is a sacrament, tin; risible 
sign of mi invisible grace." It wns designed to bo it 
pledge and confirmation of the promiso of lifo to Adam 
and his postority. So long ns ho stood in innoceney. this 
conspicuous object, nourishing in fruit nnd benuty, assured 
him of tho blessed rewnrd of obc<lioncc. When he sinned 
nud fell, aud lifo was forfeited, the promiso of a better 
covenant wns ratified by sacrificial blood. As our first 
parents boheld tho golden fruit, tho product of vital power 
in the troo, it confirmed to them the Divine assurance that 
they, nnd nil whom they represented, would live for over. 
All happiness was connected with this seal of their 
obedience ; it wns to them the guiirantco of eternal life. 
Tho grand reason why, when man fell, the way to the tree 
of lifo was closed, lay horo. When one is cast out of tho 
covenant he has no right to pnrtnko of the seal. In the 
heavenly paradise tho tree of lifo is no longer a snenunont. 
It is life itself in its blessed substance and full enjoyment. 
It is that to which all previous menus and prcfigumtiuiis 
looked forward — the blessed end of all obedienco, satisfy- 
ing tho highest desires of the soul, aud imperilling no 
subsequent forfeiture for ever. (Kev. xxii. It.) 

Thin tree of life is ChriU ami all sahatioH-bltmHgx in 
nim. The designation is most significant. Christ Jesus 
is tho Living One— (Job xix. 25; Kov. i. 18), having nil 
lifo in Himself, and boing tho full and inexhaustible 
Fountain to all to whom life is imparted. In Him both 
tho troo of knowledge nnd the tree of life, in thoir full 
substance, are found. This is "life eternal, to know thee. 
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tho only truo God, mid Jesus Christ, whom Ho huth sent." 
Tho fulness of all blessed life is in Him. It in His to im- 
port, sustain, mid perfect the spiritual lifo of His pooplo. 
•' In Ilim was life, mid tho life was tho light of men." 
(John i. 1.) Our " lifo is hid with Christ in God," (Col. 
ijj. 3)— liid in its source mid spring, mid secured against 
all that would injure it. When Christ, our lifo, nlinll ap- 
ponr, then shall Ho bring forth the internal spiritual life 
of His saints into bright mid glorious manifestation. 
*' We si in 11 appear with Him in glory." "In that day 
shall the branch of the Lord be beautiful and glorious, 
and tho fruit of the earth shall bo excellent mid comely for 
them that are escaped of Israel." (Isa. iv. 2.) Christ Jesus, 
the Head of the saints in glory, and life in its perfection 
in Him, and issuing forth from Him, appear 110 a fair and 
beautiful tree, blossoming and laden with precious fruit 
in the sight of the angels. The first tree in tho earthly 
paradise was feeble and fading ; it had life only as im- 
parted to it, and was but an appointed external means of 
blessing. Tho tree in heaven has lifo in the largest sense 
in tho internal principle, and it endures for ever. It is the 
conception of some euiiuoitt divines that tho angels were 
not eon tinned in life mid blessedness till Christ ascended 
to glory.* However this may be, our abundant comfort 
mid joy arc that all spiritual and eternal blessings arc in 
the Mediator's fulness, mid that they are all communicated 
from it to the redeemed. He is the Original Source, the 
> irst Cause of their lifo. Ho purchased, imparts, and pre- 
serves it ; and its perfection in glory is enjoyed in the 
nearest fellowship with Him for ever. Tho lifo of the 
saints — justilieation, sm icti lien t ion, comfort, and heavenly 
felicity — is in Him alone, who is tho Head of vital in- 
llucnce and glory. When the living bmnchas of tho True 
Vine have nttnined their mature vigour, and nro laden 
with the prosperous fruits of righteousness, thoy will bo 
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scon united to tho life-giving Tree ; doriving all vital in- 
Hueuco from ITira, thoy appear as " trees of rightcousnoss, 
tlio planting of Jehovah, that Tie might bo glorified." 
;isn. lxi. 3.) 

Of this tree of life tho saints enjoyed whilo here itx 
*hmh and fruit. " As the npplo troo among tho trees of tho 
wood, 80 it* my Itelovcd among tho sons. I Hat down under 
His ah udo w with great delight, and Ilia fruit was sweet to 
my taste." (Song ii. 3.) Christ Jesus is the constant 
shade of His people ; their shelter and protection from the 
storm and tempest ; their comfort and refreshment in the 
da^- of trial. As tho cooling shade does not wholly exclude 
the light of (ho sun, but only tempers his beams, mid 
enables us to on joy (hair warmth and softened splendour, 
so tho shadow of Christ's cross secures from tho consuming 
boat of Jehovah's wrnth; and the refreshing influences of 
His Spirit fill (he soul with strong consolation. The 
spiritual privileges which believers enjoy urc fruits of the 
•Saviour's love and purchase; mid the.se He communicates 
to His people in rich abundance. The protection and rc- 
f reslnn out of (he shadow are inseparable from the enjoy- 
ment of the fruit. AVo neither eat the fruit of the apple 
tree, nor taste its sweetness, till we betake ourselves to tho 
sliadc. And, on the other hand, we never lleo under it 
without obtaining strength and refreshment. As Un- 
wearied pilgrim in the Kast, coming to sit down under the 
apple tree, is delighted with the beauty of its appearance, 
Hie protection of its shade, its rich fragrance, and pleasant 
and nourishing fruit, so the convince*! sinner and the 
tried beliover find all rest nnd delight in Christ's person. 
His albcovering righteousness, and His precious fruits— 
tho earnest of heavenly glory. Like Joseph, ns exhibited 
in tho bonediction of bis father— (Gen. xlix. 22), oar Elder 
Urothcr is a " fruitful bough by a well, whose brancho 
run over tho wall " that separates us from the world in- 
visible. Its native soil is I ho heavenly country j its fruits, 
-withered on earth, on thin side the wall, arc sweet to the 
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taste. Thoy aro the mime Hint slinll throughout etornity 
satisfy tho rodoemcd. Undor this safo and rofroshing 
shade tho soul cxporioncos dolight, ovon in tomptntioii, and 
nflliction and sorrow. Hero thoro is calm and joyful rest, 
whilo tho Ixml blesses the provision of His pooplo, and 
satisfies His jHwr with bread. 

In henvon, tho Saviour, us ilio Troo of Lifo, is con- 
stantly with His people, by His immediate and ghrioux 
presrnee. It stands on " either side of tho river/' and in 
•' tho midst of the street " of tho city. Tho vivid represen- 
tation heightens tho beauty, and shows the abuudauco of 
tho provision that is made for tho felicity of the redeemed. 
Tho figure of u single tree is not sulliciont to sol forth 
adequately tho fulness of lifo and blessing that is in Christ. 
These aro overywhoro to bo enjoyed. Thoro nro trees 
laden with richest fruits lining the streets, and growing ou 
the banks of tho river. When tho red oo mod walk on tho 
stroets of gold nud glass; when (hey coino to tho rivor of 
salvation, they are constant ly near thin glorious tree, re- 
freshed by its shudo, and nourishe<l by its mellow fruit. 
As in Ezokiol's vision, there woro very many Iroes on tho 
banks of tho river of sanctuary waters — living, verdant, 
and fruit- ben ring, emblematical of growth and fertility, 
so, in the heavenly country, Christ, tho Lord of saints, is 
everywhere eocn and enjoyed as the " Centre and Source" 
of porfect and boundless felicity. This is the preeminent 
happiness of heaven. God dwells uinong His saints. 
" Tho throne of Go<t and of tho Lamb shall be in it; and 
His scrvnnts shall servo Him : and they shall soo His 
faco ; and His immo shall bo in their foreheads." (Rev. 
xxii. 3, -I.) All is combined in the representation that 
constitutes beauty, or contributes to happiness. 

Avgeh and redeemed turn for over behold, admire, and 
pariah of the fruit of the tree of life. This is tlio most 
conspicuous object in tho heavenly paradise. Uidiko tho 
sacramontol sign in Eden, which wue singular and occupied 
a fixed position, this is tho common tree iu Iummnucl'u 
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land. It is tho grond conCml object, whilo yot il is every- 
where to bo mot with in tho vast world of bliss. The 
honvenly country is ever represented ns u city, resplendent 
with tlio glory of Owl, and thronged with inhabitant*. 
So glorified mints mid holy nngcls, howovcr nctivo. how- 
ever diversified their employments, dwoll continually under 
tho rof resiling shndo of the lifo>giviug tree, nnd cat of its 
luscious fruit. Hence results their perfect and u n speak - 
ablo felicity. By constantly beholding the tree of life, nnd 
partaking of it, otornnl lifo and its countless blessings nre 
enjoyed and increased. Tho saints walk with tho Saviour 
" in white." From His glorious prcscuco they go no more 
nut. In Him they have life, and have it more abundantly. 
Tho Lamb in tho midst of tho throne feeds them, and 
" lends thorn unto living fountains of water : nnd God 
wipes awny all tears from their oyos." (Itcv. vii. 17.) 

II. Its i'iiodl'ctiveness and kkl'its. 

The original terms are more oxprossivo and signilimnt 
thun in our version. The supplemental words ■* milliner'* 
and " nnd " mar the souse, and are unnecessary. Abundant e. 
and not variety of fruit, is tho subject of representation. 
The tree yields twelve fruit* — not immature, but of the 
ripened harvest, producing thorn ovory moutli. It por- 
jwtually bears thorn : tho rich supply never fails. 

These are tho precious fruits of tho Saviour's /or/-, atone, 
inctit, ami intercession. His love from otcrnity is sovereign, 
unchangeable, and eliicucious. All thai infinito love de- 
vises ami brings forth is supplied to those who are guthorcd 
under tho shade of tho treo of life. And this is to them 
rvor fresh, and ronowed perpotually. "Having loved 
His own that wore in the world, Ho loved them to the 
«'iid." "1 have loved theo with nn ovcrlnsting love: 
therefore with loving kindness have I drawn thee." (John 
xiii. 1 : Jer. xxxi. 3.) Tho lovo of Christ led to 1 1 is 
atonement. His death in the room of the guilty nnd lout 
was tin- noon-tide mnnifestation of His infinite and im- 
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spcaknhlc love. " God commondoth 1Ti»* lovo toward us, 
in Mint, whilo wo wore yot Hinnors, Christ diod for uh. m 
(Rom. v. ft.) Tho fruits of His doatli for tho ungodly aro 
all purchnscd blessings. Tho saint* aro bought with a 
pnoo — redeemed from tho cni-so; and pardon, poaco, the 
oarnost of glory, aro theirs by a perfect and indefensible 
titlo. Tho intercession of Chris! , foundud on His doatli. 
secures tho hoslowmcnt of thoso blessings. LIo has gone 
to hen veil to send tho Comforter, that Ho may rovoal nnd 
apply tho bcnclits of His modiiition, All tlio spiritual 
privi logos that Ho confers, and tho graces that Ho ira- 
|iarls, are tho " fruits of tho Spirit" — to saints whilo hero 
tho '* lirst-frnils." tho "earnest" of future bliss in hoavou. 
The supply is in richest ubundimco nnd is novor-fiiiliug. 
" Tho branch of the Iiord shall be beautiful aud glorious, 
mid the fruit of the earth shall bo cxccllont nnd comoly for 
them thnt aro escaped of Israel." (Iso. iv. 2.) "Tho water 
thnt I shnll give him shall bo in him a woll of water 
springing up into everlasting life." (John iv. 1-1.) 

This fruit is in great variety — adapted to the ta*tt* of att 
that are tared. Though it is chiefly tho nbuudnnco nnd 
tho peqietuity of tho fruit thnt are declared in tho figura- 
tive lnngungc of tho text, it is implied, nt tho samo time, 
that there is much variety in the provision nindo for the 
hnppincss of tho saints in henvon. Tho vessels of glory 
aro of different capacities, though each is fillod to ovor- 
llowing. Thero ore degrees in bliss of tho rodoomod mndn 
perfect. '■ Ono star dilforeth from anothor star in glory." 
(I Cor. xv. II.) Happiness consists in tho adaptation of 
objects to tho mituro and disposition of tho porson with 
whom thoy nro brought into tho nearest contact nnd tho 
closest relation. In tho fruits of tho tree of lifo in heaven, 
thero is onough to minietor tho highest intoUcctunl enjoy- 
mciit. All holy nlfccfionn find thoir appropriate gratifica- 
tion. There is much vnrioty in tho works of active 
bonovolonco in which tho saints in heaven aro engaged, 
and for which they nro fitted by their training on earth. 
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Thoy servo in the templo above, and rest not <lay nop 
night from their work of adoring proiso. The " rivors of 
pleasure/' which are at God's right hand, bring lifo and 
refreshment in diversified nnd endless forms to the suints 
in glory, while the " fulness of joy" contains in it all that is 
fitted to elevate and gratify the intellectual nnd moral 
nature ndvancod to its highest perfection. ■* When 1 
awake I shall see Thy faeo in righteousness : 1 shall bo 
satisfied with Thy likeness." (Ps. xvii. 15.) 

Honce. too, is derived all the ttQurinhinent »f the lijV »,/ 
saint* in grace and glory. Christ Jesus is not only •' the 
life " in Himself, but likewise the nourishment and end of 
His peopled life. Wo eat of His fruit now, and it is 
sweet to the taste. To •• him that uvorcomcth " it is 
granted to ont of the "hidden manna." (Rev. ii. 17.) The 
•• true bread of life." which comes down from heaven, 
gives lifo to the world. Ho that partakes of it, lives by it. 
and shall live for ever. As the branches derive vital in- 
fluence from the trunk, so from this source arc their 
increase mid fruit. The saints' perfection, their "higher 
life" in glory, is realised in union and fellowship with the 
Redeemer throughout eternity. Saints become meet to 
partake of tho precious fruits of the tree of lifo by the 
work of faith, and in the way of hory obedience. " ITe 
that belie veth hath everlasting life." He has it now in 
the germ by appropriation and begun possession. lie 
receives tho title, and according as faith is exorcised and 
.strengthened, ho obtains "the seal" and "earnest" oi 
glory. The end and triumph of faith are the ont rami ■ 
into life otenml. The crown of life is awarded to tin- 
ovorcomer. Faith is an overcoming principle, and prayer 
is tho suitahlf posture of tho successful warrior. A> 
Jacob, wrestling with the angel, had power and prevailed, 
so the victories of faith are achieved by the prayers of tho 
suppliant nnd tho cries and tears of tho penitent. Living 
faith lends to all holy obedience. •• Ulvsscd nro they that 
do nii commandment «, that they may haw right to the 
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tree of life, and may enter lit through the gules into the 
city." (Bev. xxii. M.)* Our first net of new obedience is 
faith, as the grand Gospel coininnndmeiil is to believe on 
Uim whom the Futhcr has sent. Our right or privilege to 
partake of the tree of life n rises, not from our doings, but 
solely from what Christ hns done for us. "When our 
service on enrlh shrill have been finished, and our work of 
faith and labour of lovu liuvo boen completed, nu 
4; abundant entrance "' is ministered. The " flnining 
sword " and '* cherubim " that guarded tho way to the 
live of life in Eden, are seen now in the atoning work of 
I he Redeemer. Instead of shutting out tho sinner and 
expelling him from paradise, they show the wuy now fully 
<>l»cned. Christ Jesus is tho true Shokinah — the glory 
dwelling between the cherubim. " This is the gate of 
God, into which tho righteous sluill cuter." On the foot- 
ing of the Saviour's merits, tho ransomed return to Ziou. 
nnd dwell in the city of God. The Lamb is tho light, the 
temple, mid unclouded glory of heaven. Those who faith- 
fully served Him here, however humble their position 
i) nd unnoticed their service, arc welcomed to His joy, and 
xlinrc in His life of glory and blessedness for evermore. 

III. Tub leaves of thk tiiee. 

The " loaves " arc health-giving, not merely to recover 
those to whom they are applied from sickness and pain, 
but to secure them from death. The leaves are Mrtlirinaf. 
In EzekielV vision — (chap, xlvii. 12), the trees that lined 
the banks of the river had " their fruit for meat, and 
their leaf for medicine." From the abodes of tho blessed 
tickucss nnd death are for ever excluded. " The i nimbi* 
Hint shall not sny I am sick : tho jK-ople that dwell tliereiu 



• Airvnl'h rending of ihio ver>c, Mb»t«inetl by MSS., uad by tin* 
Syriur unci Yulgntc, io, *' Itlo^tl lire llic-y tlml wiihIi llu-ir robe*, tliul 
ihey niny have power over tin- irv of life." Tlii;* take* nirny nil 
jtrvlext fur I be notion of i>nlviiliu>i l»v work*. 
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shall be forgivon thoir iniquity." (Jan. xxsiii. 24.) All 
tho parts of the tree — its sap, ils branches, ils loaves, its 
fruit — are instinct with life. Its leaves wore the effectual 
remedy for disease of wliatovcr kind. The dwellers in 
that blessed world arc rescued from death, and freed from 
the mortal malady under which they once laboured. All 
their diseases and pains havo boon hailed, and life ever. 
lasting, without pain, or weakness, or aught that is mortal, 
is now fully imparted. As they approach the tree of life, 
and ent of its pleasant fruit**, the sight of its leaves lilN 
them with grateful rcmembrnnco of deliverance from 
spiritual maladies ; and the enjoyment of vigorous health 
and life is enhanced to them from contrast with tho 
diseases and pains from which they nrc recovered. 

These leaves of tho tree of life are yntcioit* manife*tatiotix 
of Christ in the word and ordinances. Tho holy profession of 
Christians is tho lenf iinwithcring. (Ps. i. 3.) The doc* 
trincs, promises, gracious olfors, and discoveries of the 
Gospol aro sovereign remedies for sin, and for nil tho 
maladies thnt ofllict huuinii soeiotv. ** lie sent forth His 
word and honied them." (Ps. cvii. 20.) There is purifying 
virtue in Divine ordinances; nnd gracious curative in- 
ll nonces go forth from the sanctuary. " It shall come to 
pass, that everything thnt livoth, which movcth. whithcr- 
Hoover the rivers shall come, shall live : nnd there shnll be a 
very groat multitude of fishes, because these waters shall 
como til it her : for they shnll be healed ; and everything 
shall live whithersoever tho river comoth." (Ezok. xlvii. 9.) 
Like the salt cast by the prophet into the fountain at 
Jericho, so these leaves of tin* tree are restorative and 
health-giving. (2 Kings ii. 20.) As tho troo shown m 
Moses turned the bitter waters at Munih into sweetness, so 
tho manifestations of Ohrist, in the wonl and ordinances, 
swoeton afflictions, nnd render thorn productive of "tho 
peaceable fruit of righteousness." 

Tho mUiom of the wicvrf have all lwon thus healed. The 
church'* office and work arc to present the wonl of life to 
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tho nations of the earth, tlmt their moral and spiritual 
maladies may bo healed. Tho grout commission is to 
•' proncli tho Gospel to every creature," and lo go and 
'• tench nil nut ions." Tho oloet uro thus guthored out of 
tho nations of the onrtli. Hulors uru brought lo own the 
authority of Messiah, tho Prince, and to promote, by 
nntionnl nets, His glory. " Kiugs beeoino nursing 
fathers, and their i|iiccuk nurbiiig mot here, to tho 
church." (Isu. xlix. m 2:\.) Political bodies und uutioiib, 
us suuh, gather together to sorvo the high out Lord. 
"They shall bring the glory and honour of tho nulious 
into it." (Kov. xxi. 26.) 

This is tho only fj'cettml remedy for manifold nalivtuif 
di\t<nts. Tho louves of the tree of life not only hoal tho 
spiritual maladies of individuals, but the}* are likowisc the 
appointed menus of removing the evils that nfllict tho 
nations, and of bringing to thorn health and prosperity. 
Notwithstanding the nitireh of modem improvement, and 
the salutary change* thai have recently taken pluco in 
>ociety, national evils tire yet great and munifuld. Muny 
nut ions are still in heathen darkness, and millions of their 
|K>pulntiou urc sunk iu idolatry and superstition, with nil 
their degrading customs and abominable vices. " The 
dark places of the earth ure full of tho habitations of 
cruelly." (l*s. lxxiv. 20.) Even throughout Christendom , 
national sins that evoke national judgments grout ly pre- 
vail. Idolatry, ignorance, error, vice, and ungodliness, 
generally characterize the nations thut aro without the 
Gospel. Their lnws are opposed to the word of God — 
many of their customs aro enslaving and demoralising. 
Public authority und legislation, not owning subjection to 
the Diviuo government and the " higher law," confess 
ihomsclves incompetent lo heal tlic breaches of tho social 
system. " Tho whole head is sick, and the whole heart is 
faint." (Isa. i. 5.) The uppliuuces of philosophy uud 
science, and more human policy, cau work no effectual 
cure, because they aro unable to reach the root of the 
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ovil in the heart ; aiid tlioy nre wholly inudeuuato to dry 
up tho fountain of human wickedness. "Thoy have 
healed the daughter of my \yeo\Av slightly, saying. Peace. 
pence ; wlioa there is no poucc." " Id there no hnhn in 
Qilead ; is there no physiciuu thoro 'i why thou is not the 
health of tho daughter of my people recovered ? " (Jor. 
viii. 22.) This potent remedy is only found in tho health- 
giving leaves of the tree of life. The word of God I ins 
ulrcady wrought hoaling throughout tho nations. The 
Gospel has brought a rovouuo of glory to God t by pro- 
claiming " peuce on earth, and good will to men.*' In its 
yet very limited spread throughout pagan nations, it has 
put an oud to many foul rites of heathenism, a ad caused 
idol temples to ho forsitkon. It has arrested the progress 
of uunuturnl wars, put down infanticide and the burniug 
of widows, ubolishcd shivery and serfdom, raise*! womon 
from social degradation, and mitigated muny other mttioaal 
evils. In Christian lands it has inaugurated and carried 
forward schemes of philanthropy, elevated public spirit. 
and brought legislation into nearer accordance with tho 
laws of heaven. What is yet required to remove great 
national ovils that remain, to avori deserved judgments, 
and to render nations prosperous and happy 'i Is it not 
thai people and their riders should gather together undor 
the shade of tho tree of life, to eat of \\» fruit, and to sook 
to its leaves for the remedy of alt the evils that allliet 
them ? "I will raise up for them a plant of renown, nnd 
they shall be no more consumed with hunger in the laud, 
neither bear the shame of tho heathen any more." (Ezok. 
xxxiv. 211.) The word of truth assumed us the basis of 
national policy, tho Gospel fully proclaimed, and its 
spirit and principles pervading society, will bring blcss- 
ing*i iunumorublo to the nations. Christ's presence and 
power in tho word and holy ordinances ditFuse health and 
vitality throughout the laws und institutions of the Stulo. 
Thev «re a potont rouicdy for its numerous maladies— the 
grund means of conferring unspeakable blessings upon 
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civil society. Tho great commission of Iho ascended 
Kcdccmcr hii8 been nlrondy, to u large ox tout, oxoeutod ; 
mid, in iho future duy of enlarged effort and blessing, it 
will be through tho universal spread of the word, and tho 
l>owor of tho Gospel, thnt nation*, us such, will .submit to 
I hi* dominion of Messiah, tho Prineo. Thou promiso nnd 
prophecy shnll hnvo their joyful 1'ulfilmont. " Mon hIiiiII 
)>o Messed in Mini, and all nntioiitt shnll call Him blessed." 
"Out of Zion shall go forth the law, in id tho word of tho 
Lord from Joriimlom." (Ps. Ixxii. 17 ; Isti. ii. :).) "And 
it shall ho in that tiny, thnt living water* hIiuII go out from 
Jerusalem ; half of them toward tho former ecu, nnd half 
of them toward the hinder sen : in Hummer nnd winter it 
shall bo." (Zoeh. xiv. H.) 

Our grand duty is to apply thi* pmrixion for tho healing 
of the notions. Whilo tho Spirit nlono can apply the word 
nnd ordinances effectually, the church is the instrument to 
which tho euro is on trusted, that it iniiy bo brought forth 
lor restoring health nnd life. All tho remedies of more 
humiin device — education, rolinemcnt, political measures — 
ure of no value while this is undervalued and negloctod. 
Our emiuont con corn, if wo would bouelit Nocioty and bless 
the nations, is to know nnd witness for tho truth, and to 
diiruso it universally. Wo should, by forvont prnyor, cull 
down the Spirit, and depend ui>on His promised and 
]H)worful inlluonces to hcnl nulionnl diseases, nnd to 
diffuse restorative virtuo throughout soeioty. Prayer for 
rulors and people is n chief meam of blessing. " Seek the 
pence of tho city, and pray unto tho Lord for it : for in the 
pcaco thereof shnll yo have pence." (Jer. xxix. 7.) Like 
those who cxporionccd the healing power of tho Saviour 
in tho days of His llcsh, wo should roturn to givo Him 
thanks for blessings rccoivc<l : wo should tell to othors the 
greatness of His power and compassion for thoir spiritual 
benofit. Wo should declare His doings nmong tho people, 
nud Inbour tlint tho nnlions of tlio oarth should submit to 
His scoptrc, nnd become partnkors of the nbundnnt bless- 
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ings of Hie kingdom. This is the ultimnto destiny ami 
glory of the nations. " All kings shnll fall down boforo 
Him: all nations shall sorvo Him." (Ps. lxxii. 11.) 
"Then shall tho onrth yiold hor increase; nnd God, oven 
our own God. shnll Mess us." (l*s. lxvii. 6.) 

In Conclusion. 

Tho grand invitation of tho Gospel mny bo prosontcd 
from this representation. Tho tree of life, in tho midst of 
tho street of the city of God, and on either side of tho 
river, is tho groat object of Gospel manifestation. It is to 
bo soon ovory whore, nnd to ho everywhere enjoyed. The 
sword of avonging justice hns boon turned aside ; tho 
cherubic guard, instead of opening, point now to nu 
entrance fully provided. Christ Jesus is nil the lifo, us 
lio is the wnj p to tho leather — the highway to heaven. 
What a glorious nnd nll-suflieient Saviour does tho Gospel 
rovoal ! " This is tho record, that (rod hath given to ut> 
otoninl lifo, nnd this lift? is in His Son." (I John v. II.) 
Ho is tho true "lifo manifested," which w© nro oncouniged 
to soo. hoar, hnndle with our hands, and enjoy in full pos- 
session, nnd actual experience. Christ the Lord is more 
than parndiso regained. He is (he grand object of attrac- 
tion, which makes heaven nil (hat it is to tho saints — their 
lifo, their rest, tho fountain, substance, nnd end of their 
stomal bliss. Often should .wo earnestly inquire, *' Have 
wo come to t lie tree of lifo. and have the health imparted 
by its leaves, nnd the life-sustaining power that conies 
from its fruit, entered our souls?" To it we should over 
Rook for shelter from the storm, for refreshing shade, uinl 
for the food that nourishes up to life etornal. If we have 
found it, we should dwell under its shadow; live mi 
its plonsant fruit; and. fooling that wo owo nil to this 
wondrous provision, we should delight in recom mending 
it to others for spiritual lifo and blessing. 

Our main duty is, while we tire near the tree of life, nnd 
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least on its fruits, to hare rtfoitrst to it* Inict* — the maui- 
I citations of the grueo unci power of Christ for llio spiritual 
healing of ourselves and others. Evon beliovers thoni- 
selves great 1)' noed the curative inlliieiico which flows from 
(he tree of life. They need u Divine remedy for lwdily 
diseases and pains, tlml they may themselves bo dis- 
ciplinary and medicinal. Thoy require backsliding* 
healed, pollution and weakness removed, unci spiritual 
soundness given. The leaves of the tree are sufficient Up 
heal 11 II the discuses of the soul. The invitations, pro- 
mises, and gracious discovories of Christ in the word, uro 
adctjnutc to i-ciuove every spiritual mulady, mid to restore 
l<» perfect soundness. Our groat work is constantly to be- 
take ourselves to this gracious provision, and to be willing 
instruments in applying it to others, whether individuals 
or communities. If a destructive epidemic was raging, 
and knowing a sovereign cure, we did not make il known, 
we would be deservedly held criminal. Much more, when 
a fatal spiritual uuiludy is universally prevailing, and wo 
have in our hands n tried and pot out remedy, ure wo 
under obligation lo apply it to save individuals and nut ions 
iVum destruction. This demands clfurt, prayer, and self- 
sacrifice; but it has, at the same timo, u glorious reward. 
It is honourable and blessed to be instruments of bringing 
others to the great 1'hysieian ; and to be, in any degree, 
healers of the nut ions, is to share with the Iiodoemor in 
His great work of universal bcnevoloncc, and to be 
partakers of His glory, when •• the nut ions si tall bless 
themselves in Iliiu. and in Him shall they glory." 
(Jer. iv. 2.) 

Finally — It behoves us to «•/ our hrart* fully upon this 
chief object of happiness in the heavenly paradise. Christ 
Jesus is tho Onioga, as He is the Alpha of the saints' 
pmiso and felicity. There the day has dawnod, and 
clouds mid shudows have fur ever passed away. Wo see 
no moro through a gluss darkly, but face to face, iu per- 
fect and unclouded vision. Tho most conspicuous and 
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uttractivu object in the heavonly city is " tho Troo of life." 
With tho full river of salvation issuing from its source, 
boneath tho throne of God nnd tho Lamb, uud diffusing 
blessings iu counties* uud uovor-failing stroums, lining nil 
its books on oitlior side, is tho lifo-iiupurting troo. Tho 
tribes of God from nil luuds — tho nations of tlio snvod, uro 
olustorod n round it ; to it the redeemed from among mou 
owe nil deliverance, nnd health, mid iniiumomblo blessing*. 
Angols behold with wonder tho Saviour at tho head oi 
the ransomed host, nud join with thoui in rapturous 
praises to Him by whom they arc redoomed uud brought 
homo to glory. Angels nro "elect" nnd confirmed through 
Chriut: they ore gathered into "one fomily," which in 
heaven nnd onrth is named after Him ; nud they willingly 
swoll the chorus of exulting saints. A principal part of 
tho unrivalled beauty and transcendent excellency of the 
hcnvouly sluto is hero. Christ is seon as the I lend and 
Centre of tho lifo nnd hnppiucss of the redocmed and of 
holy angels. They nro gathered into tho closest union 
and most endeared fellowship with Him. His glory is 
diffused nround them in rich effulgence ; and they uro 
rocoiving fresh streams of lifo nud joy from Him con- 
tinually. This is the consummation of tho happiness of 
tho saints iu henven. The bontific vision which they 
behold is Christ in their nature, as the fountain of lifo. 
Tho beatific fruition of God consists in their eating con- 
tinually the plentiful, varied, and ripened fruits of tho 
treo of life. Thus are they led to " living fountains of 
waters;" to the source and summit of heavenly felicity ; 
nnd nil their teal's are for over wiped uwuy. To Him wlm 
led and fed them through their lifo on earth, and who 
now conducts thorn to the full and inexhaustible source of 
bliss, they uscribo the praise of all thoir happiness for 
ovor. Far transcending the joys of the earthly piirndise 
in innocency, tho ransomed of the Lord exult in life, iu 
union, and fellowship with Him who died thul they might 
live, and who shores with them the blessedness of the en- 
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joyiuout of God throughout otcniily. '' Uccnueo I livo, yo 
si mil livo also." " Unto Him thnt lovoth ub, and washed 
ii8 from our sins in His blood, mid Ho nindo a kingdom, 
even priests unto God and II is Fnthor, to Him bo tho 
glory and tho dominion for ovor." * (John. xiv. 1 ; 
Itov. i. 5, 6.) 



* T!i in in I lie mon- precis ■ :iud «-xpiw»ivr rendering of the tiuMl 

:■ m-i'-li t M:imiM-ript.«. 



THE MASTER'S COMING AND CALL. 

John* xi. 28—" And when **hv IiihI >o mUl, she wi-ut hir wiiv, ;iml 
willed Mnry her mkUt KtrrcMy, Miring 1 . Tin- Maxtor in come, 
mill cnllclli for the*." 



Tiik scene to which tJiis incident and these words intro- 
duce us is one of the most affecting nnd instructive thai 
occurred during our lord's pcrsonol ministry on earth. 
The family at Bothutiy had been plunged into deep sorrow 
by the death of Lazarus. Tliotigh it is recorded I lint 
'* Jesus loved Lnznrus, and Martha nnd Mury." yot it is 
said that when Ho was informed of Lazarus' sickness by a 
special mossngo from his sisters, " He ubodo two days in 
I ho same place where He was." His thoughts, wo cannol 
doubt, wcro about the nfllietcd family, and His deepest 
syiupath}* was with the sultcrcr; but He did not intcrjK>.sc 
for their relief, and his conduct in remaining itt a distance 
seemed to indieuto that He was indifferent to their distress. 
It was only when He knew that the crisis had come that 
He repaired, in company with His disciples, to the house 
of mourning, to comfort the bereaved, and to display Hi.s 
glorious jMiwor in the rcsui reel ion of Lazarus fmm the 
dead. 

As Jesus approached the village. Marl ha. hasty and 
ini|>etuous, went forth to meet I Tim. to unbosom to Him 
her sorrows, and to seek from Him that sup|K>rt and con- 
solation which she felt tlrnl He alinio wmld give. In 
tender compassion, He spoke to her words of gracious 
ntsumncc nnd liopo concerning her brother, Especially 
did lie sot forth His own exalted character as the " resur- 
rection and Iho life," and the privileges in life and in 
death of them that believe on His nnme. "I am the 
resurrection and the life : he that believctli in Me. though 
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he wore dead, y«t shall ho Hvo: und whoMoovor boliovoth 
in Mo shnll novor die." (Vor. *J5, 2fi.) 

It is related thnt when Martha hastened lo moot tho 
Saviour, Mary, hor sister, either uninformed of His ap- 
proach, or overwhelmed with sorrow, " Hot etill in tho 
limine." When Mnrthu hud heard tho consolatory words 
of tho Rcdoemor, and had avouched hor faith in Him, us 
tho promised Messiah uml u Divine Saviour, sho hastened 
to her sister secretly, and invited hor to como with lior to 
Him who hud declared so fully Mis gracious character, and 
relieved her distress. Having herself received i net ruction 
und coin fort from Christ, it wiw nuturnl thnt sho should 
sock thnt hor sislor should share with hor the same con- 
solution. It nuiy ho that tho Saviour, in tho depth of His 
lender sympathy, hud inquired respecting Mary ; but 
whether Ho called for her in so muny words, or whothor 
Martha's invitation only meant thnt His prcsonco mado n 
demand for her attendance upon Him. it is unimportant to 
determine. Tho nltored spirit of Martha, onco restloss 
and " cumherwl about many things." is noteworthy. Tho 
time was when she would have culled Mary from tho feet 
of Josh* to assist her in housohold duties. Sho manifests 
a totally dilfcrent spirit and way now. A season of afflic- 
tion and solomn bereavement had taught hor tho vanity of 
worldly cares. A rny of spiritual comfort from tho 
Saviour's gracious wonls had ponotmted hor heart, and 
her first impulse was to make her sister a shnrer of hor 
joy. Tho invitation of Mnrtlm was xtcrrl, ns of tho com- 
pany in tho house of mourning thcro may havo been some 
who wore unfriendly to Christ, and she would havo no 
hindrance interposed to provont hor immediate compliance. 
Her joy was too full to bo declared to all. Tho coll 
announced, ns joy- in spiring news, tho arrival und nearness 
of tho most loving and coiupossionoto Mnstor, and it inti- 
mated that by n special message. Ho invited her into 
His presenco. Thus those who have had their troubles 
allovintcd by Christ, who have heard in tho heart His 
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gracious words, nnd to whom Ho has manifested TTis 
glory, nr© under a constraining obligation to call other* 
into His presence, that they inuy become partakers of the 
same holy privilege and joy. We regard this ns God's 
message addressed to us individnnlly this day, which, too. 
wo are to speak to one another. May we know the reality 
of the Saviour's coming, hear His mil inviting us to Iliin- 
Holf. nnd, like Mary, may wo he onuhled to "arise quickly." 
and. leaving- all else, come to Him for help nnd salvation. 
1 n dependence on His promised grnce we speak of — 

X. The Master courxo. 

Tho good news of the Gospel, tho glad tidings of sal- 
vation, aro contained in the announcement made to everv 
sinner: "The Master is comk, ani> cai.mtth for thee." 
This is tho burden of all the gracious messages of the 
word. Thus He speaks in ordinances nnd by providences. 
The olfico and work of the Holy Spirit render those mes- 
sages effectual ; and as He brings the word home with 
power to the henrt. Ho makes the person to whom it is 
spoken feel thnt He is individually called to come to 
-leans. 

Ho is an al/-ftotwfuJ. condescending, and good JAmM'wIio 
calls. The original designation denotes n (ear/itr. He iv 
tho " groat teacher" sent from (iod. He in tho prophet, 
interpreter, and witness of tho covenant. Ho teaches by 
His word and Spirit, nnd makes wise unto salvation. He 
in an " instructor of babes." who u guides the meek in 
judgment," nnd " tenches the meek His way." All the 
rhildrcn of /ion are '■ taught of the l.ord r " and great i% 
•'their pence." (lsn. liv. 13.) He teaches ns His people 
are able to boar. He instructs dull Icarnors. and bears 
patiently with thorn that are wnywanl and slow of heart to 
believe. He inclines those whom He instructs to receive 
tho lessons of heavenly wisdom, and leads them in the 
paths of uprightness. Ho is an unspeakably good Master. 
The whole course in providenee in which Ho lend* Hi* 
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people is Ilia disciplinary teaching. Tlio word is His voice 
of authority niul love. Holy ordinances uro the appointed 
ways of intercourse with Him. as woll as tho moans of 
suviug instruct ion. Like Mury. as alio met tho risen 
•Saviour nt tho sopulchrc, wo should wolcomo and embrace 
Him, exclaiming, " Babboni— niy good Muster." Or see- 
ing II in excellency und beholding Hia glory, us the piou* 
Herbert, wo should delight in duily styling Hint "my 
Master," when we engage in nny imrt of His service, and 
ure called by Him to any trial. 

This blessed Muster eiime on an errand of lore ami mercy 
from hcnveii. From all otcmity He undorlook for lost 
.sinner*, and became their Surely in tlio covoiuint. In tho 
fulness of lime, tho First Bogottcn was brought into the 
world. He came to do the will of the father, and it wok 
Hie ''meat ami drink*' to liuish His work. A main 
design of His coining was to "scok and to save the lost." 
lie came from a great distance — from honvcu, to a world 
lying under the curse, to serve u robel nice. He euine to 
uhey, and gutter und die. His grand errand lo the earth 
was to ml vance tho Divine glory, by rodecmiug lost sin- 
Hoi's, and bringing inniiy sons to glory. " The Son of 
man camo net to bo ministered unto, but to minister, and 
to givo I lis lifo n ninsoin for many.'' (Matt. xx. 28.) The 
iiicurnutiou of Lho Eternal Word is an event of trnusecn- 
dent i in porta nco in the history of tho universe. Occupying 
tlio highest place in tho counsels of eternity, nil move- 
ments in the history of tho world before it took phtco 
wore a designed preparation for it, uud all future changes, 
till tho ond of time, will bo influenced by il. Angels 
behold with wrupt wonder the coming in the llesh of the 
•Saviour, uud desire ovor to look into the mystery of His 
sidforings und glory. AVc who huvc u fur deeper interest 
in His manifestation in human nature thiiu tho princi- 
palities and powers in heaven, shoidd ever rejoice in 1 1 is 
udvont. " Blessed is He that coiueth in the name of the 
Lord." (Ps. cxviii. 26.) Tho fact of the iiicurnutiou, and 
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tho design for which " tho Word was mado Qcsh, and 
dwelt amqng us," supply tho highest motivo nod on- 
couragement to sinners who aro called to como at His 
word and invitation. 

In the icord and ordinance* of the Goipet, tho Mastor 
comes for Mr Miration of «nwm. Tho Son of Man is 
" lifted up," that " whosoever boliovotli iu Him might not 
perish, but have oternal life." (John iii. M.) In tho pro- 
clamation of tho Gospel to einnors Ho is set forth " evi- 
dently crucified among thorn." Displayed in His suitable- 
ness, bounty, and oxcollency, tho Saviour is lifted up, us 
the moral magnet of tho univorsc, to draw all men unto 
nim. (John xii. 32.) The ministers of the word are His 
ambassadors, not only sent by His authority to act iu His 
naino, but they aro tho fruit of His faithful promise. Ho 
comes with thorn, accompanying the word which thoy 
speak with saving powor and efficacy. The ordinances 
of tho Gospel are tho institutions of tho King and Head 
of tho Church; and iu thcin Ho comes, "meek, and having 
salvation." (Zcch. ix. 9.) Every call of tho word is tho 
"voice of the Beloved," as He conies "skipping upon the 
mountains," ■* leaping upon tho hills." (Song ii. C.) 
Every Gospel invitation is His authentic offer of lifo and 
salvation. In tho preaching of tho word no stands at 
I ho door and knocks, assuring those who hear His voice 
and open to Him, of condescending intercourse with Him, 
and of gracious communion with Him. (Rev. iii. 20.) 
Tho dispensation of tho Gospel is ever to bo regnrdod as 
tho Master coming and calling us. Wo should sco that 
wo "refuse not Him who spcakoth." Wo should "take 
heed to the things spoken, lest at any time wo should let 
them slip ; " and, above nil, it concerns us to come, ns 
being personally called to His immedinto presence, to be- 
lieve and obey His invitation and command. 

Ho comes, moreover, and calls us in diversified jnori- 
datcts. All providences arc under tho direction and con- 
trol of tho enthroned Mediator. His voice speaks in 
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tender condescension in tlio daily displays of His good- 
neiw. Tho oyos of ull creatures look to llim, tlio Givor of 
nil good, nn(1 T *° seasonably supplies their wnnUi. He 
j;ives us food mid raiment, mid fills our hearts with glad- 
ness. In trials, in sickness, bereavement, and distress. He 
comes, walking on troubled waters, and with re-nssuring 
words Tie says to His pooplo, "It is I; bo not afraid." 
As He sent an angel to Puul in tho hold of tho tempest- 
tossed barque to assure him of his siifoty; ns Ho called the 
blood-stained Mnnnssoh to Himself in tho prison-house; 
.m> dues He often, in scenes of deopost trial and afllietion, 
liiako His voice to bo hoard, and speaks to those whom 
He calls gracious deli vonmco. lie is pleased to como to 
thorn in kindness — in scones of diflicully and sorrow. 
Their afflictions nro from tho hnnd of Ono who loves them, 
and a 1*0 His chastening rod to bring thoni to Himself. By 
means of them thoy arc mado "partakers of His holiness;" 
and however '* grievous " they aro for tho present, thoy 
yield to them afterwards "the peaceable fruits of righteous- 
ness." All providences, bright nnd dark, prosperous and 
adverse, aro even now, ns administered by tho Eld or 
Brother, working togothor for tho saints' good; nnd their 
issues, here and hereafter, are blessed. They nro tho un- 
folding of God's purposes of lovo towards tho children of 
God, and tho fulfilment of hoi}* Script uro. The wheels 
that revolve around tho church, nnd arc controlled nnd 
directed by tho Son of man enthroned above them, are 
"full of eyes" — instinct with supernatural intelligence, nnd 
they move right forward to effect tho designs of infinite' 
wisdom and grace. Tho A faster who calls His people in 
special providences, proclaims His name Jehovah -J 'irefi, nnd 
declares that, in tho mount of duty or trial, " tho Lord 
shall bo soon — tho Lord shall provide." 

At length tho Mnstor comes and calls Jit's terra tit a to Hi* 
glorious presence to abide with Him for em. At death tho 
midnight cry is u it orcd — "Behold, (ho Bridegroom comcth: 
go ye out to moot Him." When, how, He may issuo tlio 
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solemn summons, His son-ants nro not permitted before- 
hand to know. It may bo sudden and toitj/x-eUd. " In 
suck an hour as yo think not, tho Son of Alan cometh." 
But if tlioy havo heard and known His voice at other 
timos, and havo obeyed tho call thnt invites them to Him, 
His coming then will bo joyful. His errand is lor their 
deliverance and salvation. *' I will conic mid receive you 
to myself, thut where I urn, there ye may bo also." (John 
xiv. 3.) At times, as their preparation for this lust coming 
of their exalted Master, His servants hour the sound of 
His footsteps ; and, liko tho pntriurch when he saw tin? 
waggons that were sent to carry him down to tho presence 
of his long-lost son, tJieir spirits revive. By the intima- 
tions of Providonco and of tho word — by the voice of con- 
science — and especially by tho Spirit glorifying Christ, 
and becoming to them the seal nnd earnest of glory, they 
are led to anticipate with joy their absence from tho body 
and their presence with the I^ord. As He says once and 
uguin, *' Behold, T come quickly," they joyfully welcome 
His uppcnnincc — " Kven so, come. Lord Jesus." " 1». 
(his is our God; wo have waited for Mini, und lie will 
save us: this is the I-ord ; we have waited for Ilini, \»i 
will be glad nnd rejoice in 1 lis salvation." (Isn. xxv. <).) 

II. TlIK lXVITATlOX COXSIDKIIKII AH A I'KIISOXAI., 

ixdivwcal i. -a i.i,. 

1. It is HHi'rwrt/, mid at the same lime j/nrticntar. li 
is aduptcd to all to whom the (Jospel is spoken. The free, 
unhampered oiler constitute* tho obligation to obey, and i- 
■air warrant to believe. '■ I'ntoyou, <> men, I call : and 
inv voice is to the sons of man." (Prov. viii. I.) ■' llo. 
every one thnt thirsteth, como ye to tho waters, and In- 
that hath no money, let liini como and buy wine and milk 
without money and without price." (Isn. Iv. I.) The 
Master's call is addressed to sinners as such; to persons of 
all nir*"* and conditions, t<» rebels and wanderers, to the 
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uutcast and perishing. Tho invitation is urgont and most 
free, us tho salvation offered is adapted to tho sinner's 
ncml, and is most abundant. Tho thirsty, nnd thoso who 
luivo "no money" — without merit, nnd having no prico in 
in their hand— nro invited to partake of tho richest bless- 
ings. " Whosoever will " inny coino nnd " tako of tho 
water of life freely." The invitation is olso particular. 
The Master "calleth for the" Sinners, ns such, the chief 
of sinners — tho weak, tho wandoring, tho backsliding, tho 
lost — nre invited to come. When some mnko oxouso nnd 
refuse the gracious offer, with groalcr urgency tho sor- 
vanls nre sent to mon by the highways and hedges — 
neglected and outcasts, to compel them to come in, that 
tho houso may bo filled. Every ono who hears the Gospel 
should regard himself ns particularly culled. Tho am- 
bassadors of the King nro sont to beseech sinuors, ns iu 
Christ's stead, to bo reconciled to God. Tho Saviour Him- 
solf, speaking in tho tlospol, expostulates nnd pleads with 
men individuully. "Turn ye, turn yo from your ovil 
ways; for why will yo die, house of Israel?" (Ez. 
xxxiii. 11.) "How often would I havo gnthered thy 
children logothor, cvon ns n hen gat hero th her cliickens 
under her wings, nnd yo would not." (Matt, xxiii. 37.) 

The Master calls to believe on Him ; and, forsaking sin 
nnd nil else, to clatce io Jlim with purpo** of heart. Ho 
invites sinners: "ComouutoMc, all yo that labour and 
nro heavy ladon, and I will give you rest." (Matt. xi. 28.) 
Mo welcomes them to como to Him ns they aro, and assures 
them of it gmcious reception. " II im that comcth, Ho will 
in no wise cast out." (John vi. :J7.) Ho promises thorn 
text. With all earnestness He presses tho invitation of 
His grnce. " Opon to inc, my sistor, my spouse." (Song 
v. 2.) *' Como with mo from Lebanon, my spouse, with 
mo from Lebanon : look from tho lop of Amnnn, from tho top 
of Shenir nnd Ilormon, from tho lions' dons, from tho moun- 
tains of tho leopards." (Song iv. 8.) " Rise up, my love, 
my fair one, and come nwny." (Song ii. 10.) This is the 
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call to cmbraco Him, trust in Uim, and rely upon Tlim 
alono for salvation. Ho ox postulates with thoso who stay 
or refuse the invitn'ion— " Why will ye dio?" while Ho 

guarantees all blessing to those who comply with it 

"Turn you at My reproof: behold, I will pour out My 
Spirit unto you, I will mnko known My words unto you." 
(Prov. i. 23.) This call, while it urges to receive and em- 
brace Christ, implies holy reparation and voluntary reject hit 
of all that would usurp His place in tho heart, or would 
hinder entire dedication to Him. " If any man will come 
after Me, lot him deny himself, and tako up his cross and 
follow Me." (Malt xvi. 24.) " Whosoever ho bo of you 
that forsakcth not all that he hath, ho cannot bo My dis- 
ciple." (Luko xiv. 23.) Tho invitation of tho Bridegroom 
demands tho ontire separation and solo affection of those 
whom Ho calls to nimself. " Hearken, daughter, and 
consider, and incline thine car; forget also thino own 
people, and thy father's house ; so shall tho King greatly 
desire thy beauty." (Ps. xlv. 10.) Tho heart that is 
3*iclded to Christ brooks no rival, and He accepts no 
divided affection. Tho languago of those who comply 
with tho M aster's call is, " What liavo I to do any more 
with idols?" "One shall say, I am the Lord's : " for 
Jehovah I am ; to Jehovah I belong — (Isa. xliv. 3), and 
to no one else. 

This call is to tho Master's tariff. It intimates that 
Ho lias need of you. llo comes to His servants to send 
them into His vineyard, culling some at tho first, the 
sixth, and tho eleventh hour. Those who arc called by 
Him are invited to take His yoko upon them. Ho sends 
them forth individually with tho command, " Go, my son, 
work this day in my vinoynrd." If wo receive aright His 
call, wo enter in His school, and submit to be taught by 
Him. If wo hnvo yielded ourselves to the Lord, wo liavo 
submitted to His authority, and have said — "All the com- 
ma ndmenta of my God I purpose to obey." Wo regard 
Him as tho best of Masters, and consider it most honour- 
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al>lc to do Him service. As wo uwnil His call, wo say,, 
with ready consent, " Ilero nm I, send me ; " " Lord, whnt 
wilt Thou have mc to do?" And, delighting in tho re- 
lation to Him, and in the work to which Tie calls lis, we 
joyfully declare—" IiOrd, truly I nm Thy servant ; I am 
Thy servant, and the son of Thine handmaid : Thou hnst 
loosed my bonds." (IV. c.wi. 10.) 

The Master calls His servants to receive all the support. 
(Onsohitioii, ami tklirt ranee irhieh they need from Uintwlf. To 
Martha and Mary, suffering under a recent heavy trial. 
Tie nunc to administer comfort. There is strong " conso- 
lation in Christ" — (Phil. ii. 1\ and Ho is ever ready to 
impart it. To T lis people, in trial and sorrow. ITo says, 
' ; I will not leave you comfortless:" or, as in the original, 
"orphnnised:" "1 will come unto you." (John xiv. 18.) 
"When the world is rejoicing, and they weep and lament, 
He promises. *' 1 will come and see you again, and your 
heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man tahclh from you.'' 
'John -\vi. 22." He is our Strength and our all-sufficient 
help. Tie supports by ' ; tho saving power of His right 
hand." He is with His people when they pass through 
the fire and the water. He bears them up when they arc 
burdened and ready to be overcome. His promise is ac- 
companied with the promise of needed and seasonable sup- 
port. " Cast thy bunion upon the I«onl P and He shall 
sustain thee : He shall nover suffer the righteous to be 
moved." 1 (Ps. lv. 22.) In the day of great trouble they 
are encouraged to cry to Him, and are assured of support 
and safctv from Him. "Our fathers trusted in Thee: 
they trusted, and Thou didst deliver them. They cried 
unto Thee, and were delivered : thoy trusted iu Thee, and 
were not confounded." (Ps. xxii. *1, 5.) The support which 
(ho Muster gives is sure and sufficient in weakness and 
trial ; tho dclivonmco wrought is grout ; and tho joy that 
succeeds the night of wooping is full and everlasting. 

Finally — Ho calls to be near Him noic and to he with Sim 
for errr. Ilo invites His people to intimate fellowship with 
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Himself. Whon on earth, nftor Ho had preached to tho 
multitudes that gathered to hear Him, He frequently 
called His choson disciples to familiar and confidential 
intorcourso with Him in private. "Ho suid unto them, 
Come yo yourselves apurt into a dosorl place, and rest 
awhilo." (Mark vi. 31.) Ho welcomes nis saints lo the 
presence-chamber, whore they mny unbosom to Him their 
wunts, and doubts, and sorrows; where He mnkes known 
to them " the secret of the Lord," and guarantees to them 
discoveries of grace und glory. Whore He is. Ho hns 
promised His servants shall be. (John xii. *JG.) Inn little 
while He will call thoso who are admitted to communion 
with Him ou earth, to the higher fellowship in glory. 
Tho voico from the throno will speak to their hearts, as 
"tho door is opened in hcuvon" — "Come up hither." 
(Rev. iv. 2.) Ho will address them in accents of love and 
unspeakable tenderness: "Arise, my love, my fair om\ 
and come uwny." (Song ii. 10.) This is His call to ser- 
vants who have faithfully occupied the talents entrusted lo 
thorn, to enter their Master's joy. Not only does IT«- 
npcnk it to tho heart, fulfilling their largest expectations; 
but He comes Himself to finish His own work in them, 
and lo bring them homo to mansions of bliss. " I will 
come and reccivo you lo myself ; that where I urn, there 
yo may bo also." (John xiv. 3.) As they hear His voice 
calling. " Uehold I come quickly," and are told of the 
happiness that awaits them in their Master's presence, 
they go forth to meet atid welcome Him — " Even so, come, 
Ijord Jesus!" 

As Mnrthn called her sister to come to Christ, so should 
we be the nu**ntt/er* of Hi* fnnttttimi to each other. 
Liko hor, hnving ourselves found the liord. we should 
speak His will to others in secret. Truo experience, in- 
stead of crying aloud, or making its voico to bo heard in 
Ihc streets, of ton delights in speaking to another quiolly 
and in whispers. We should call others to Christ, as with 
a sister's loving, earnest voice. Wo should single out 
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porsons lo (oil thorn of Iho Saviour, and to draw thorn to 
ncqiiaintniico with Him. Thus should we often "spook 
ono to another ;" and in diversified cases of lnhour, and 
want, mid trial, wo should niin to bo heralds of the 
Saviour's mercy and lovo, and interpreters of II is call to 
tho sorrowful and tho bereaved . From our own ox- 
perienco of Ilis tondor sympathy and readiness to help, 
wo should commend Him to tho wonk and nfflictod. Wo 
should convoy tho tidings of His gracious visits, like 
Mnrthn, from tho prcsonco of death and tho house of 
mourning. And whon wo go forth nt Ilis call to moot 
llinip like Mary, wo should nccompnny Him to tho 
sepulchre, to find tho solaco for nil our griefs; to boo His 
glorv as tho Conqueror of death ; and as oven nt present 
tho resurrection and tho lifo to them thnt belie vo in His 
namo. 

III. — How THE CAT.I. TO THE MASTElt IS TO HE RECEIVE]* 

AND OIIKYED. 

Tho conduct of tho retired, thoughtful Mary on tho 
solemn occasion, is suggestive of much inijwrtnnt practical 
instruction. Like her, when called, «r should go forth ami 
it (home the Sariour coming. "As soon as sho heard thnt. 
sho arose quickly and came unto Him." From her sister's 
report, she had tho fullest warrant to go to Jesus. She 
went without delay. Sho took no formal leave of sympa- 
thizing friends who mot with her. For tho time, sho lost 
sight of Lazarus, and forgot her own grief. Ono thought 
and desire filled tho mind, thnt the presence of tho Saviour 
whom she loved would relievo all her distress, and minister 
to her strong consolation. Thus should wo hnston to the 
Most or calling us. Wo should go forth to behold Him. 
Wo should run to moot Him as Ho comes to bless and 
savo us. At whotevor timo, and in whatever way Ho comes, 
wo should greet Him with hosnnnas in tho highest. In 
prnyor and praise wo should welcomo Him. "Blessed is 
Ho that comoth in tho namo of tho Lord." "0 como for 
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our salvation: stir up Thy strength and might." Even 
when called to a hard sorvico, or to sovoro trials, if wo go 
forth to moot Him, nnd yiold ourselves up lo Him un- 
reservedly, wo shall find nil seasonable holp in Him. We 
shall know His yoke lo bo easy nnd His bunion light. 

It deeply concerns us to hear nnd lay to heart the Mae tor's 
call. Tho general invitation of the Gospel addressed to 
pori ehing sinners, offering to thoin lifo nnd solvation, is 
wonderful, whether wo consider tho Divine Speaker, or the 
persons to whom it is spoken. The pnrticulor call brought 
to tho heart by the Spirit produces gracious, powerful 
effects. It makes heard tho nll-pciiotrutiug voico of the 
Uolovod. Tho word becomes quick mid poworf ul. " Fnith 
comoth by hearing." Tho spiritually dend "hear nis voice, 
nnd thoy that hoar live." We should ask tho Spirit, whon 
I ho Gospel message is addressed to us, that we inn}* hoar 
it aright, nnd thnt wo may experience tho cptickoning nnd 
sanctifying power of tho word. Our warrant nnd welcome 
to receive Christ, nnd with Him nil salvation -blessings, arc 
contained in tho Master's cull. Wo nro certainly included 
among thoso who are bid welcome to conic and tako the 
water of lifo freely. When JIo stands nt tho door nnd 
knocks, uny who henr nis voice nnd open the door arc 
assured that thoy will sup with Iliin, nnd Ho with them. 
Tho Spirit nnd tho Bridosny, Como; he thathenroth should 
invito others to come; nnd whosoever will is welcome to 
como nnd tnko tho plentiful water of life freely. (Kov. 
xxii. 17.) Are you called? This you inny certainly know, 
for your stnto nnd chnroctor nro declared in tho terms of 
tho invitation ; nnd the Spirit renders effectual the word, 
and brings it with power to the heart. 

This call, however spokon. is to come to Chrixt Jfimulf. 
It is a "holy rocation," as it is from sin to holiness, and a 
high calling from ourth to heaven. Wo nro called to "tho 
fellowship" of tho Son i>f <iod, and of tho saints. The 
Mastor calls to spiritual instruction, nnd to nil the privileges 
of nis disciples; to His honourable work nnd servico hero, 
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and to glory, honour, and immortality iu lien von. He 
commands us, "Set your olFcclions on things nbovo, not 
on things on the cnrlh." As wo hour His voice, and comply 
with His invitation, wo begin to havo our country nnd 
citizenship in heaven. Ami when Ho comes ut length to 
call home to His reU in glory, with enraptured joy wo hnil 
tho invitation, and go out to meet Him, and to share His 
blessedness for ever. 

Wo s hull Id seek to havo our interest iu the Saviour'* call 
made ak/y to ourxhrt. Wu aro enjoined to "give nil 
diligence to ascertain" our "calling and election." (2 Pot. 
i. 10.) We know our vocation by tho faith which readily 
embraces it, and by practical obedionee. Thus, too, aro wo 
nssiired of our election from eternity, and of our final salva- 
tion. If these thing* bo iu us nnd abound, '" wo shnll 
never fail;" and at last "an ontruuee shall be ministered 
unto us iibiiudiintly into tho everlasting kingdom of our 
Lord and .Saviour Jesus Christ. " (Vcr. 10, II.) Our grand 
dutv is to ''walk worthy of tho vocation wherewith wo nre 
iiilled." (Kph. iv. 1.) Our calling becotnos clearer to us 
as wo discern iu ourselves tho marks of regeneration. Wu 
learn to do tho works and manifest tho Spirit of culled 
niics. Christ is precious to us. Wo love (ho brethren 
with a puro heart fervently. Prayer becomes our olomont. 
lied by tho .Spirit of God, wo manifest that wo aro the 
children of God. Wo have "tho Spirit of adoption, 
whereby wo cry, Abba, Father." (Rom. viii. 1-1. 15.) Wo 
hear the Master's voice culling us to duty, and privilogo, 
and trial; and wo learn, with ready obedience, to go whore* 
overlie calls. "Lord! what wilt Thou havo mo to do? 
Hero am I, send me." 

It mainly concerns us to propnro for tho Master** final 
glorious appearance. Tho Saviour, whon going nwny, said 
to His disciples. "A littlo whilo, and yo shall not boo Mo; 
and again, u littlo while, nnd yo shall soo Mo." "And yc 
now thoroforo havo sorrow; but I will soo you again, and 
your heart shall rojoico, nnd your joy no man taketh from 
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you." (John xvi. 19-22.) In u short time, and often in tin 
hour unexpected, tho licnvonly bridegroom comes, and His 
pcoplo ore called to go out to meet Him. Ho is milking 
all ready now for His coming. Shortly, He will return 
from tho wedding. His people should he in tho attitude 
of men thnt wait for the Lord, thai when He comes and 
knocks, "they may open unto Him immediately." (Luke 
xii. !)C.) \Ye should hahilually wnteh, wait, and look for 
His appearance. With loins girded, and lamps trimmed, 
and all holy graces in exorcise, we should seek actual pre- 
paration, as wo haston lo tho coming of the day of the 
Ijonl. \Y*o nro required to givo diligeuco to he, ''found of 
Him in pence, without spot and blameless." Our right 
attitude nnd frame of spirit for the tiuviour's certain and 
glorious appearance is wailing for His salvation, in stead* 
fast faith, earnest expectation, and joyful hopo of the crown 
of salvation. As we hear His voice calling us to 1 lis rest 
and glory, we should cherish (ho desire to depart and be 
with Christ, which is fur better. AVhen He comes t<» 
receive us nl last to Himself, how joyfully should we 
exclaim, "Lord, now lottcnt Thou thy servant depart in 
pence, for mino eyes have seen thy salvation!" (Luko ii. 
:J0.) At ovontide, or at midnight, or in the morning wnteh, 
tho Master comos to cnll His servants into His presence, 
to receive thoir blissful reward. ]*y diversified ways — in 
youth, in vigour of life, and in old age; by lingering dis- 
onso, or in a sudden and unexpected manner, they un- 
called away from earthly labour** and trials, to "the rest 
that remains for the people of God " in heaven. Be it our* 
ut all times lo hear and lay to heart this will, and lo make 
sorious daily preparation for our Master's final coining! 
"Blessed nro llioso sorvniils whom the Lord, when He 
comclh, will find so doing." 

" .Scrvnul of God '. wt-ll done. 
HcM- from lliy loviil employ ; 
Tlie toitllu'e fouplil, I lit- victory** oik - - 
Killer lliy Mwtcr'n joy. 



252 TIIK MASTBIl's COMING AND CAM.. 

" Al midnight cnmc llio cry, 
To meet iliy God prcpnro ; 
Ho woko nnd cnuglit liiM Cn|)lnin'it oye, 
Then utrong in fuitli und prayer, 

" IliM npirit wilh n hound 

Left H# encumbering clny ; 
Hit* lent nt Minn*© on the ground 
A dnrkencd vision Iny. 

" The pains of dcntli nre pnitsed, 
I*-\lK>ur nnd njttow cca*o ; 
And lifo'n long wnrfnre cloned nl Inst, 
J lit* houI in found in pence. 

" Soldier of Clirul ! well done, 
Prninc bo thy now employ ; 
And while eleninl nge* run, 
Hest in tliy Saviour's joy." 

Is Conclusion. 

Consider the dignity and excellency of the J/«*/w, ond seek 
to know and delight in Him us youre. Ho is tho groat 
Frophot of tlio new covonnnt. Ho reveals tho whole will 
of Gocl ; Ho tenches nil that pertains to God's glory and 
human solvation. All authority and power are committed 
to Him, that Ho may give ctomul lifo to as many as God 
has given Him. Wo should hearken to His voice, sub- 
mit to His teaching, and consent to His sovereign rule. 
"It shall coino to pass, that whosoever will not hearken 
unto My words, which Ho shall spook in My nnmo, I will 
rcquiro it of him." (I)cut. xviii. 19.) Ho is worthy to bo 
tnkon ns tlio loved nnd only Master — unspeakably tho 
greatest and best. Wo should sit at His foot, clothed 
with His righteousness, nnd learn of Him continually. 
Doholding and admiring His glory, wo should account it 
our highest honour to bo His servants, nnd to do His 
work on earth. 

Our great duty is to hear Him calling, and to recognise 
His coming to us. In tho word of tho Gospel He utters 
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His condescending voico ; in all ordinances Ho proposes to 
moot with His pooplo to bloss thorn ; in divorsiliod provi- 
donees Ho discloses His purposes of wisdom and lovo; nud 
conies at one© to try and bloss thom. ' Ho bows the 
honvone, and comes doirn whero thoy are, in scones of 
labour or sufFcriug — in wondrous condescension and lovo. 
Ho cares for thorn with tender and unremitting concern. 
Ho knows His whoop; whero to find them, ns Ho gnthors 
thorn to Himself, supplies nil thoir wants, and brings them 
to His pasture and fold. At tho door of His pcoplo's 
hearts Ho stands and knocks. Ho is thoro on nn errand 
of salvation. " I said, Behold Me, behold Mo, unto a 
nation that was not cnllod by My nnmo." (Isn. lxv. I.) 
Tho way of privilogo and blessing is ovor to sco tho Mnstor 
coming in diversified orrnnds of morcy to them, nud to 
chorish tho forvont desiro for His coming. 

Finally — *\Vo should lay to heart the Saviour's dircrsificd 
calh t and erer yield to than a ready compliance. Whothor the 
word in tho hand of tho Spirit directly speaks to us; or 
othors, coming from tho Muster's prcsoncc, call us to Him, 
our first duty is to hear, beliove, nud obey. When com- 
manded to bo reconcilod to God, wo should como to tho 
blood of atonement for pardon and peace. Culled to tako 
upon us His yoke, and ongngo in His sorvico, our duty is 
to forsnko othor masters, and to yield to Him tho homage 
of tho whole heart and lifo. Going to Him, wo find all 
gracious support and comfort. Communion with tho 
Rodoomor is realised in holy ordinances ; nml this is itsolf 
true happiness and tho earnest of htuvonly felicity. C«n 
you stay or refuse His call, and expect tho blessings of 
salvation, which He alono can bestow, and which aro only 
received by coming to Him? Would you desiro to hear 
His voico distinctly and jmrticnlurly calling you at death ? 
Thon you must henr and know it now, desiro nnd delight 
in His presence, nnd walk with Him in all holy obedience. 
[f it has frequently been joy to your heart to hear the 
Master's call ; and you have gladly gone to the nppo.utcd 
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place of meeting; 01* to do or sulTor His will, tlion with 
ecstatic joy will you honr Him culling you to rest with 
Him in glory. Thus will Ho prcsont you "faultless be- 
fore tho presence of ITi.s glory with exceeding joy ; " and 
throughout ctornily you will p raise llim that IIo called 
lor you, and that by His grnco you woro inclined and on- 
ablcd (o forsake all and follow Him. The saints (hat are 
gathered together (o llim, when ]Io calls to tlio houvons 
and the earth, and who innko a covonant with Him by 
-amfico, will exult in llis comploted salvation. "Thou 
tho heavens shall declare His righteousness: for God is 
ludgo Ilimsolf." {Vs. 1. tf.) 



HONOUR TO CHRIST BECAUSE OF HIS 
LOVE TO SINNERS. 

IltTBLATlOX i. 5, C — "Unto II im that loved uh, nnJ washed ug from 
our bins in Hit) own blood, mid lmth ninth* uw king* .iud |>rit-*l< 
unto (J«l nncl Ilin F.itln-r; In Him 1k> jrlorr mid dominion for t-voi 
and ever. Amen." 

This comprehoneivo text is tlic conclusion of the benediction 
which tho venerable oxilo of Fntmos earnest ry invokes upon 
tho seven Asiatic churches, and which, through (hem, if 
sou glit for nil tho churches of Christ throughout tho world 
till tho ond of time. John prefixes 1 lis nniuc, us the sole 
surviving representative of the Apostles, and nil eye-witness 
of tho life and death of tho Saviour. Fervently does he 
supplicate for them grmr — Divine favour through the merits 
of Christ, and />«ny. reconciliation to God, safety, nud 
blessedness, ns its joyful result. These two. which :iro the 
hum of all the goiKl that can bo enjoyed in time and 
throughout eternity, are sought from each of tho Persons 
of tho glorious Godhead. Thoy are oske<l from tho 1' at her. 
''Him which is, nud which was, and which is (o conio" — 
.Tehovnh, solf-oxistont, eternal, and unehniigeable. He, the 
Ono true and living God, the Head in the economy of 
human redemption, is spokon of in tlio absolute style of 
Doily, while tho other two Persons are mentioned with 
reference to their assumed (characters and ollices. From 
Kim, as the blessed Km n tain and Source, How all blessings 
to sinful men. through the mediation of the .Son nud by 
tho agency of the spirit. 

Grace and peace prayed for lire likewise sought from 
tho •'•Seven spirits which are before the throne;" the Holy 
Spirit, who is the great Agent in applying redemption. 
Srrw. lh»* number of perfection, hnvingn designed reference 
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lo nil tho churches, indicates tho abundance, variety, and 
sufficiency of tho gifts, graces, mid manifold operations of 
tho Spirit. Thou tho same blessings ore sought from the 
Saviour. Willi grentor fulness is Ko spoken of in roforeiice 
to His office ond work us Mediator. Ho is presented in 
tho glory of what Ho is, and of what Ho will do for His 
people Ho is tho '-Faithful Witness" of tho covonunt, 
ben rin"- testimony concerning Himself, and to God's wisdom 
and love in tho scheme of human redemption. In this 
t-hnracter Tie taught tho truth, nnd confirmed it by miracles 
and sufferings. He fulfils all Divino promises and I h ran tell- 
ings, and testifies concerning tho judgment to come, and 
tho eternal state. As tho " First- begot ten of tho dead," 
Ho roso to die no more, nnd 1ms bccouio ''tho first-fruits 
of them thai slept," — tho Sourco, Pledge, and Modol of 
His people's resurrection in glory. As Mediator, Ho is 
■'tho Princo of tho kings of tho earth." The august title 
indicates His universal supremacy, and His absolute un- 
controlled authority and dominion oven over thoin that 
disown Him nnd rebel against Him. "Upon His vesture 
and thigh Ho has inscribed tho nnme, King of kings, and 
Lord of lords." (Chap. xix. 1C.) Uy Him earthly princos 
reign; to Him they arc accountable. His glory ihoy are 
bound to promote in all their official acts, as they arc 
warned that they shall perish if they neglect and oppose 
Him. Then, as if ovcrcoino by tho view of tho Saviour's 
transcendent majesty and excellency, tho Apostle is irresis- 
tibly drawn to worship Him, and to seek that glory and 
power in heaven and earth should bo willingly and 
universally accorded to Him. In wrapt wondor and 
adoration lie exclaims, "Unto Him that loved us, nnd 
washed us from our sins in His own blood, &c, to 
Him bo glory and dominion for over nnd over." This 
act of heart-felt homngo is offered in tho nnmo of all 
the redeemed of tho Lord, and should find a ready 
respouso in tho hearts of assembled worshippers. This 
ascription of devout praise nnd prayer implies .that 
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spiritual discovorios havo boon mado to the soul of the 
Kcdoonior's infinite lovo ; that wo havo received blessings 
of unspoakablo voluo from His hnud ; and (hut, dooply 
sonsiblo of this, wo Book, in return, that nil glory and 
dominion throughout tho vest universo may redound to 
this exalted Saviour for over and over. Mny tho blessed 
Spirit now come nnd rovoal to us "(ho things that nro 
Christ's! " May Ho load us to porsonul acquaintance with 
tho unspcnknhlo lovo of Christ, nnd tho efficacy of His 
blood, so ihnt wo imiy, with grateful hearts, ascribe to 
Him all praise, dominion, and glory! l^ot us consider — 

I. TlIK LOVB OV Cl I It 1ST TO His l'KOl-I.K, AMI 
ITS JJFKKCTS. 

It may not bo questioned that tho direct reference in 
tho toxt is to tho Ixml Josus, whose offices nnd dm meter 
woro boforo doclnrod. A glory und oxcelloucy nro soon in 
Christ that ondcar Him to His people nhovc His being 
tho First-begot ton of tho dead, nnd tlic Prince of the 
kings of tho eurlh. This is sot forth when tho ascription 
of prniso and homage is mudo — '" Unto Him that loved us, 
und washed us from our sins in His own blood." This is 
the grateful, joyful uttonmco of tho heart in which has 
been shed nbroud tho lovo of Christ. His love for His 
people is so strong und distinctive that nothing moro is 
required to sot forth His whole character thuu to speak of 
Him as the Ono *'who loved us." It is confessedly diffi- 
cult to portray tho Saviour's glory here. The heart will 
feel what tho tongue is unablo fully to express. Ever 
thus will tho rodoomed colobrnto His praise; but it will 
bo with tho heartfolt conviction that their words nro hi- 
nd eq unto to dcclnro His tninscondont oxcelloney, aud what 

I hey owo Hi in. 

1. Ho loved thorn with a sorna'ffn, ttisfiitgitix/n'iit/ hrr 
from eternity. Tho objects loved woro regarded «s fallen, 
guilty, lost siuuors ; yet, whon nngols. who were more ex- 
cellent by nature, were passed by, and left under wrath. 

it 
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TTo sot TTis lovo upon tliom. Whon TTo was in tlio bosom 
of tho Fnthor, in tho bliss of eternity, Ho " rejoiced in the 
Imbitablo parts of tho earth, " nnd " ITU delights woro 
with the sons of men." (Prov. viii. 31.) Tho idea of man's 
solvation— tho purposo and plan of tho covonant of grace — 
could only spring from infinite frco lovo. Tho Son of God 
voluntarily became man's Surely, and ongnge<l Tlis heart 
to suffer and die through gratuitous, sovereign lovo to lost 
sinners. This hns bcon justly styled "the bosom-grace, 
whence all other benefits nnd gmcos flow." Tho covonant 
of ponce, comparable to king Solomon's " chariot of tho 
wood of Lebanon," has its midst " lined with lovo for the 
daughters of Jerusalem." (Song iii. II.) Towards weak, 
helpless, dofdcd human hoings, tho sovereign and un- 
changeable love of God in covenant is drawn forth and 
exhibited, so that it is always nenrost to them, that they 
may rest nnd recline upon it for nil support nnd consola- 
tion in life nnd dentil. Tho first nnd lending note of 
praise of ransomed sinners will over bo tho love of the 
Fat he r and the Son in tho covonnnt. 

2. This lovo is unspeakably great and erer/a*ling. 
"Whether its author or its objects nro considered, tho 
greatness of the Saviour's love towards lost sinners ap- 
pears beyond all concept ion or expression. Sinners under 
the curse— guilty, doprnved, and robollioue — wore so loved 
that the only-begotten Son of God was given to sutler and 
die that they might bo saved. Created intellect can never 
grasp the infinite dimensions of this love. Its breadth is 
world-wide, embracing men of every country, race, nnd 
character ; its length extends through all ages ; its height 
reaches to tho Ihrono of tho Eternal ; and ltd depth is seen 
in the unfathomable resources of God's heart, and in tho 
low condition from which it raises its objects. "What but 
such a love could rest on creatures so unlovely and utterly 
vile, or effect for them what was required for their eternal 
salvation ? "What clso could have elected, pardoned, puri- 
fied, and redeemed tho cliurcli? Tho lovo of Christ in 
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human redemption is lovo to tinner*. " Whilo wo wero 
yet sinners, Christ died for us." With sin infinitely bated 
and abonrinablo in His sight, Ho yot so loved thorn ns to 
givo His life for their ransom. Hero all Divino attributes 
oro in tho highest degreo iUustrnted mid glorified. Tho 
lovo of Christ for the guilty and lost, which was oternnl 
and gratuitous in its origin, is uiiclinngcnblo and over- 
lasting. It overlooks in its objects all un worthiness, and 
removes every obstnelo to its out (low and exercise. lie 
loves the siivcd to tho ond of lifo, mid nfler death to nil 
eternity. Ho "rests in His lovo" toward them— (Zcph. 
iii. 17), as all His dealings towards thorn throughout tho 
whole of their cxistenco uro liko streams issuing from mi 
infinite and inexhaustible fountain, and as waters thnt How 
townrd a shoreless mid unfathomable ocean. Tho lovo 
wherewith the Saviour loves us had no beginning, enn 
liavo no bouudnry, and through oternnl ages will know no 
change or tenuinatioii. 

3. The love of Christ is scon in Jlis incarnation-ieork on 
earth and atoning death. Ho " loved tho church, and gave 
Himself for it." Actuated by the love thnt dwelt in His 
heart from eternity, in ''tho fulness of timo " Ho cairn; 
down from heaven. Ho assumed our humanity, thnt Ho 
might sufFcr and die. Ho became quo of us that Ho might 
hear our sins, experimentally know our wants mid trials, 
mid sympathise with our uf Mictions mid sorrows. His 
whole spirit while on earth, and nil that 1 lo did or suffered, 
was tho expression of Christ's great lovo to His people. 
His was Divino lovo, with tho tendcrcst human a licet ion. 
It was tho lovo of Imnmnuel, infinitely great and un- 
changeable, and, at the same lime, that of n brother, full 
of coinpussionuto kindness. His intcrcourso with His 
chosen disciples, mid His footsteps on earth ns Ho walked 
among tho poor, and helpless, mid bereaved, left every - 
where tho impress of tender, melting ulfection. His death 
of ignominy mid embittered su tiering, in the room of 
rebels and enemies, was the noon-tide display of the 
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Saviour's love. This led Him lo the cross, mid constrained 
Him to give His smil mi offering for sin. In the death of 
Christ wo behold u transcendent manifestation of His 
bleeding, dying, cotn|uoring love. God ■' torn mended" — 
sot forth in the highest, most nttrnctivo mnnnor— " His lovo 
toward us, in that, while wo wero yet sinners, Christ (IickI 
for us." (Horn, v. H. If the strength of liuinnu affection 
is estimated by tin- siii'riliccs which arc willingly nuido for 
its objects, ihon the greatness of the love of Christ for 
those whom I lo eame to redeem, as seen in His atoning 
death, must ever surjuiss all expression and concept ion. 

■I. The love of Christ toward His saints, while it it* 
displayed in all His pnsl denliugs with them, is/"Y*r»f and 
perpetual. He pities them whon lost and under tho curse. 
When wandering, Ho goes after them, nud seeks them till 
lie finds them. He draws thorn " with cords of love, and 
hands of a mnn." Tho day of their quickening and con- 
version is their " time of love." "With yearning sympathy 
lie spreads the skirt of His garment over their nakedness 
— enters into covenant with them, and they become His. 
Ho ndopts them into His family, nnd they become tho sons 
and daughters of the Lord Almighty. For them lie pro- 
vides all spiritual blessings, and confers them upon (hem 
in loving kindness and tender mercy. They are sanctified 
by the blood of Christ, " with the washing of wntor by the 
word ; " and, as they become holy, thoy are given to know 
the condescending '* lovo of the Spirit," in His indwelling, 
and in nil His gracious operations as the Sunctifior, 
Teacher, and Comforter, and as the seal and earnest of 
tho heavenly inheritance. Afflictions to (he saints are the 
medicine and discipline of tho now covenant. They art! 1 
love-tokens from (ho Saviour's hands. *' Whom tho Lord 
lorctli He chnslcncth, nnd scourge th evory son wliom He 
receiveth." (Hob. xii. 6.) "In lovo to my soul Thou hast 
ilelivered it from the pit of corruption." (Isa. xxxviii. 17.) 
AVJuit is said of the tried lovo of tho saints to Christ is 
only true in the highest sense of His great nnd un- 
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••hnngoablo love towards them. It is " strong ns death : 
the coals thereof are coals of fire which have a moat vehe- 
ment florae." " Many waters cannot quench lovo, neither 
onn the floods drown it ; if a mim would give all tho sub- 
stance of his house for love, it Mould utterly bo contemned." 
(Song viii. 6, 7.) 

Tho ascription of the to.\t refers to tho exorcise of 
Christ's lovo as constant and perpttunL Tho verb in I ho 
original is in tho present tense—" Unto ITim trim forrfh i«." 
Ho loves now, ns Ho did from eternity, mid in nil time 
past, find ns Ho will to tho end. Ho will ever "rest in 
Flis lovo" to His people. "Neither death, nor life, nor 
powers of whatever kind, not things present, nor things to 
come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall 
be ablo to separate us from tho lovo of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord." (Horn. viii. 38, 30.) 

Tho lovo of Christ is seen in its bkurd ejftet*. These 
are briefly but comprehensively declared when it is said, 
Ho " trashed na from ottr ^/«* in Jfis men Mow?." This 
most emphatic statement sets off and amazingly onhnnccs 
tho love of Christ towards guilty nud polluted sinners. 
Tho lovo which led (o such a sacrifice, and that produces 
such of reels, could not possibly bo found in any creature. 
Tho greatness of tho Saviour's lovo is often exhibited in 
this aspect: "Christ also hnth loved us, and hath given 
Himself for us an ottering and a sncrilice to God for a 
sweet-smelling savour." "Christ also loved tho church, 
and gnvo Himself for it, that Ho might sanctify and 
cleaneo it, with tho washing of water by the word." (ISph. 
v. 2, 2o, 26.) 

This washing from sin in Christ's blood implies, First, 
That His blood whs shed ns an ntoitirifj saerifnr. Vicarious 
suffering is tho central idea of sacrifice. The sin of tho 
offerer is regarded as transferred to the substitutionary 
victim; nnd hence it is accounted guilty nud punished as 
such. Tho Saviour died not merely nor chiefly ns an 
example, but in our room nnd stond, the Just for tho un- 
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just, (lint Ho might bring us to God." "Tho Ix>rd caused 
to moot upon Him* tho iniquity of us nil." "Ho who 
know no sin, was mndo sin for us, thnt wo might bo inado 
thorightoouBiiossof God in Him." (Ian. Hii. C; I Tot. iii. 21; 
2 Cor. v. 21.) Tho embodied lovo of God, displayed in tho 
JtcdcemerV KulForingH, went in under tho dismal cloud of 
wrath thnt overhung tlio guilty, that it might roscuo them 
from impending destruction. For thorn Ho fully paid the 
rnnsom-price. IIo satisfied Divino justico, quenched tho 
Annies of Divino wrath, mid put awny «in for ovor by the 
snerifico of Himself." Tho lovo manifested in tho shedding 
of His blood exhibits Him in tho most attractive nspocLt 
ns our full ltnnsoin, our nll-sufllciont Propitintion, our 
mighty and ever-living Redeem or. 

2. Tho blood of Christ is savingly applied by tho 
(Spirit — to pardon and sanctify tc/ioUy. As wo come to 
Mount Zion, wo como to tho Mediator of tho now covo- 
nnnt, and to the " blood of sprinkling which speaks bolter 
things than thnt of Abol." (Hob. xii. 21.) AVhcn the 
•Spirit applies the blood of atonement, tho righteousness 
of Christ is imputed, guilt is cancelled, and sin. in it* 
domorit and pcnnl consoq nonces, is for over put away. 
Thoro is "no condemnation," nor ever will bo, for them 
thnt are in Christ Jesus. Tho pardon obtained through 
His blood is full, free, and everlasting. In tho death of 
tho Rcdoomcr avenging justico has obtained all its due, 
and, in conscquonco. tho guilty go froo. Sin, as to its 
guilt, is complotoly cnncolled, so that it can novor rise 
again in tho judgment. " Ho will subdue our iniquities; 
and Thou wilt cast all their sins into tho depths of the 
sea." (Micah vii. 19.) Wo aro washed from our sins in 
tanetification. "Such woro somo of you; but yo arc 
washed, but yo aro sanctiGcd, but ye aro justified in tho 
namo of tho Lord Jesus, and by tho Spirit of our God." 
(1 Cor. vi. 11.) Spiritual cleansing is horo put first, bo- 

* Thif Li Iho rendering of Buhop Louth. 
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cause this is the grand evidenco of justification. Tho 
blood of Jesus is a " fountain oponod for ain and unclcnu- 
ness," over full, accessible, and inexhaustible This is tho 
grouud oi/orffirenun, which is an act without us, and tho 
chief means of sanctifleatiou; a work with in us, which 
progresses till nil defilement is purged away, and we uro 
without spot or wriuklo, or any such tiling. Tho word, 
ns it presouts Christ's blood, has a sanctifying influence 
(John xvii. 17), and tho Spirit's oflico is wit to apply 
Christ's blood for tho romovul of moral ]>ollutioii, and for 
nssiuiilutiug the moral nature to tho Divine image mid 
likeness. Thus boliovors are cleansed in heart and life; 
and their robos, inndo white in tho blood of the Lamb, 
shiuo resplondont iti tlie beauty of holiness. 

3. Tho lovo of Christ is seen in tho washing of sinnors 
in His own blood ; and it provides thut their *n notification 
will corluinly bo complote. It is said "Ho hath washed 
us;" or, ns soino ancient manuscripts and versions render 
it, "He hath total us from our bins in nis own hluod." 
From tho stain and filthiness of sin it is only Christ's blood 
thut can efficaciously clean so us. Tho blood of bulls and 
goats can nover put away sin ; tho death of martyrs can 
in no sonso expiate sin, or clean ho from moral dcfilcmoiit. 
Christ Jesus, that Ho might sanctify tho people with His 
own blood, suffered without tho gate." (Hob. xiii. 12.) 
In order Unit tho blood should bo proporly His own, Ho 
must bo a Divine person. Ho purchased tho church 
•' with His own blood." (Acts xx. 28.) Willi u medium 
of cleansing so precious, and of such sovoreign efficacy, 
thoro is tho fullest provision umdo for the comploto purili- 
catiou of thoso whom Christ loved and died to save. 
Huving "loved His own which were in tho world, Ho 
loved thom to tho ond." Tlio washing in His blood, which 
is begun in rogonorutioii, will go forward till every spot 
of moral pollution disappears, and the redeemed are mudo 
porfect in holiness in their admission to glory. 



2G-1 HOXOUIl TO CI! HIST BECAUSE OF 

IT. The position axd uiiaiuctku of the saved. 

Tho love of Christ, seen in His blood shod mid applied, 
not only takes awny all thnt is sinful in us, but confers nt. 
tlio snmo time the highest dignity mid most honourable* 
privileges. "He linth made us kings and priests unto 
God and our Father." Elsewhere in the now song Un- 
redeemed dcclnrc of the Lamb. "Thou hast mndo us unto 
our God kings and priests, and wo shall reign tin the earth." 
Kev. v. 10.) The saints, exalted to dignity and honour, 
.•ire "a royal priesthood," (1 Pot. ii. 9) : or. as tho expres- 
sion is litem!!)*, "a kingdom, even priests." or ; 'a kingdom 
of priests." To God's ancient people it was said, " Yo shall 
be unto mo a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. 11 (Exod. 
xix. G.) So all belie vol's now have this high dignity, and 
are called to these distinguished offices. Christ Jesus is 
a King-Priest, after tho order of Molchizedec. Tho saints 
share with nim hie sacerdotal consecration and royal 
dominion, and shall hereafter sit with Him upon His 
throne. They are kings because they are priests — kings 
in relation to man and to all worldly things, and priests in 
relation to God: in this character they stand before Him 
to minister, and thoy hare near access to the King. 

As "kings," or a "kingdom to God nnd His Father," 
thoy are — Exalted to lofty dignity, have jmcrr orer enmit'en. 
and reign with Chrnt. Raised from tho dunghill, thoy are 
made to sit among princes. Numbered with tho First - 
born, they aro made "Higher than tho kings of the 
earth." Tho kingdom of God, which is within them, is 
''righteousness, nnd peace, and joy in tho Holy Ghost." 
Thoy havo authority nnd power from nnd with Christ, 
even now while in work, nnd conflict, nnd trial. They 
"reign on tho earth." By faith they "subdue kingdoms." 
thoy trample on the young lion and the dragon, and havo 
"tho victory which overcomes the world." Thoro is im- 
parted to them a free, noblo spirit. A royal stamp is 
impressed upon thorn. Each ono of (hem resembles a king. 
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Their "Father's namo is written on thoir forohonds." 
Thoy oro mado " conquerors, and moro than conquorors," 
ovon whon ongngod in tho warfare— when assailed with 
fears, and besot with powerful enemies. Thoy roign with 
Christ horo, as thoy linvo a part in His mediatorial 
dominion, and (hey exercise an influence in God's govern- 
ment of nations end churches. " Ho that ovcrcoinoth, nurt 
kcopoth my \v0rk9 unto tho end, to hi 111 will T givo power 
over the nations. And lio shall rule them with a rod of 
iron; as tho vessels of a potter shall (hey he broken in 
pieces: oven as I received of my Father." (Row ii. 2G, 27.) 
Tho saints shall reign hereafter with Christ in glory. 
" Upright mon shall huvo dominion in the morning." As 
Christ has overcome, and is set down with Mis Father 011 
His throne, so tho saint overcoming shall Hit down with 
Kim on His throne, and shall reign with Him for ever 
and over. 

Chiefly as pric*f* do the saints thus share with the 
Kedcomor 1 [is royal dignity and dominion. Their priest- 
hood is the continuous ground of thoir kingship. Thoy 
are print* as thoy aro separated and eonsterated to God. As 
tho sons of Aaron, separated from others, were sot 
apart to thoir sacerdotal functions by sacred rites — by water 
nnd blood, and tho holy oil, thoy wore consecrated ; so 
those- whom Christ loves, and calls to tho Christian priest- 
hood, aro consecrated by the water of regeneration, tho 
blood of atonement, and tho unction of tho Spirit. Separ- 
ated to bo holy, tho vow of consecration is upon them, and 
they should ever regard thomsolvos as not their own, but 
us called to bo wholly U10 Lord's. 

Thoy are, moreover, engaged in prietthj tercice. \\y 
this oHico I hero is provided a medium of communion 
between God nnd iho sin nor. Priest » upproiich near to 
God, nnd stand at His nltar. Thoy oirer to Him spiritual 
sacrifices of prayer nnd praise, and sacred vows. Thoy 
"continue imttmt in prayer." Tho original term is applied 
frequently to n priestly service. 1 n acts of devout worship, 
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in works of ChrUliun bonevolonto, unci especially in "yield- 
ing thomsolvos to God," and giving llioir bodios "a living: 
snerifice," they mniiifesl their dedication to God. Tho 
consecration of worldly substnnco for Iho advancement of 
tho kingdom of Christ, nuri tho rolief of tho poor, is "an 
offering of n swcot -smelling savour, nccoptnblo to God;" 
mid when sinners nro nwiikonod and converted, "tho offor- 
ing up of tho Gontilcs" is n tuicrifico wo) ['pleasing in His 
sight. Alt Christian work, performed in tho Hpirit of truo 
self-dedication, is Iho sorvico of it consecrated priesthood, 
and is it "savour of rest" to God. 

Theso pritat* of God aro thorn solves holy men, Tho 
priests of Aaron's houso woro required to bo "holy to tho 
Lord thoirGod." All tho ordinnnccs of tho nnciont priest- 
hood forcibly impressed this upon its ministers. Tho 
priestly robes wero to bo lino linen, mid woro designated 
"holy gnrmonts." Their flesh was to bo wnshe<l in pnro 
water, when they went in to minister boforo tho Lord. 
They wero to bo without blomish, and jierfect in person; 
and it was indispensable to all their sorvico that they should 
bo frco from criminal defllomcnt. Fragrant inconso was 
to bo intermingled with nil their offerings, and tho precious 
porfumo of costly spices was to bo upon their porsona. All 
these typical provisions havo found their amplest fulfilment 
in tho priesthood of Christ. lie "gnro Himself for au 
offering and a ancrifico to God." Ho stands at tho "golden 
altar" and "offers up much inconeo with tho prayers of 
nil saints." Our offerings, whethor of ourselves or of 
our service, aro holy and acceptable alone through Him. 
The altar of His atonoment sanctifies tho gift. Iu Him 
God sees no iniquity in Jacob nor pervorscness in Israel. 

This sorvico of tho king-priosts is omincnlly to God 
through the Mediator. Wo aro mado by Christ a kingdom 
of priests to "His God and Father."* Our dedication 
and service aro to the Father of our Lord Josue Christ. 

* Thw is tho original oxprotston. 
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They are presentod to Him ae the Hoad of tho now 
oovenant— the Source and last end of the wondrous scheme 
of human salvation. We come to Him through Christ. 
''Through Him wo hnvo access by one Spirit uuto tho 
father." (Eph. ii. 18.) To thoso who oro Icings and 
prieste Jehovah is rovoulod iu all paternal relations. The 
work which thoy porform is presented as that of a sou 
serving a fntlior; and they enjoy continually un iutorcst 
in tho Fathor's love and pit}' and com pass ion, Believers 
ahoro willi Christ a now covenant-relation to God tho 
Fathor, as iU blessed Head. When TIo wont awuy to 
glory, Ho said, "I ascend unto my Father and your Father, 
und to my God and your God." (John xx. 17.) And now, 
while engaged perpetually in tho work of Hie own royul 
priesthood in glory, Ho leads His peoplo to the loving, 
honourable eorvico of their Father in hen von, nnd secure* 
to them tlio privilego of pat on ml approval und acceptance. 
This prosonts in tho clearest light tho wondrous provision 
of tho now covenant. Both the high contracting parlies 
oro exhibited as concerned in tho character and work of 
tho redeemed. Loved by tho Sou with an ovcrlastiug and 
unchmigonblo love, and washed from their sins in His 
blood, thoy oro exulted lo sacerdotal und royal dignity; 
nnd in their consecration and service they have nearness 
and access to God thoir Father, and become heirs of God. 
and joiut heirs with Christ. 

III. The honour and diosity ascuiuki> to 

TUB S.WIOUU. 

Those who are loved by Christ ami washed from their 
wins in HiB blood, with united hearts, and with the whole 
heart docloro, "To Him bo glory and dominion for over 
and ever." Receiving all from Him, thoy willingly ascribe 
all to Him. Tho doxologios of Scripture, which nro full of 
moaning— tho langungo at once of fervent desire and of 
loftiest prnise combined— occupy tlio prominent pluco in 
tho worship of tho saints in hoavon, as prnyor does in that 
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of tho church .on earth. This doxology is twofold, as in 
chap, iv. !)-l 1 wo hnvo ono threefold, and in chap, v. 13 nnd 
in Judo 25, thoro is n fourfold ascription of "blessing, and 
honour, and glory, and power unto Him who siltoth upon 
tho throno nnd unto Iho Lamb." 

Tho " glory and dominion " given to tho Saviour is the 
glory of all Die ins attrihtttr* "ml troth, llo is, in tho fullest 
sonse, the Lord of hosts— tho King of glory. Ho who 
'•by niinsolf purgod our sins,' 1 is tho "brightness" of 
God's *' glory, and tho oxprcss imago of His porson." 
(Hob. i. :l.) In Christ is tho manifestation or rosplen- 
dent shining forth of tho glory of invisible Godhead. In 
Tlim i« tho glory of Divino power, wisdom, holiness, morcy, 
love, and truth. In His person all thoso perfections nro 
combined and harmonised, ns tho separnto rays of tho sun 
form ono puro. rcsplendont element, light. Tho " fuluoss 
of the Godhead bodily " dwells in Him, nnd by Him nlono 
is it made known nnd revealed. (Col. ii. 9; John i. 18.) 
Tho fflorv of Jehovah's works, of whatovor kind, is IT is. 
He is the Creator of heaven and earth — of tho universe of 
mind ns well ns of matter : creation's hut end ne woll ns 
first rmtxe. " All things woro created by TTim and for Him." 
(Col. i. 16.) Tho glory of proeidencr belongs to Him as 
Mediator. " In tho npponrmico of a mnn " Ho sits upon the 
throne nbovo tho wheels, controlling nnd guiding ovcry 
movement. (Kzek. i. 2G.) Tho " govornmont is upon His 
shoulders." Ho " upholds nil things by tho word of nis 
power," nnd by Him all things itnbsixl"\ (<"'ol. i. 17.) The 
tlose of the providential systom nt the last judgment makes 
tho fullest, brightest display of tho Redeemer's glory. He 
shall then " appear tho second timo without sin unto sal- 
vation." He shall como in His own glory rorcaled, as 
His people's lifo manifested, and as tho sovereign Judge 

* 'Die originnl mny be belter rendered — " The elfulgonce of Ilin 
jftory nml tho imprest of Hix niibxtautinl dwena?." 

t On.— "milwitU." — iw one iolegnil honnonUcd ny*lem or whole. 
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of all, iu the glory of His Father and qf His mighty 
uugols. 

Tho wholo glory of human redemption belongs to Him. 
II© is tho Siiviom* of (tinners. His "glory is great in God's 
salvation." (Ps. xxi. C.) " Ilonour and majesty hast Thou 
In id upon Him." The costly plan of salvation originated 
in His eternal wisdom mid love, and in His Surety-under- 
tuking. The glory of (he execution pertains to Him 
when He paid tho ntnsoin -price, uud became the pro- 
pitiatory sacrifice for sin. He makes known and coufcr> 
salvution in every part of it. The gooil work whicli lie 
begins Ho gloriously completes. Tho crown of salvation 
His own hand bestows ; and the praises of the redeemed 
attributo to Him the undivided glory of all tliat has been 
dono to rescuo them from wrath and briug them home to 
glory. Army-ad in "white robes" — the emblem of com- 
pleted snnolilication, and with palms of victory iu their 
bands, Uiev cry with a loud voice: " Sulvution to our God 
who sittoth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb." (Rev. 
vii. 10.) All the glory which belongs to the church is 
from Him and to Him. 

Tho church's ejcintatec, gorei'tMteut, preservation, ami per- 
ixtuity aro tho fruit of His love, and aro secured by His 
univorsal Headship. Tho glory of Divine grace, truth, and 
holiness, in inoxhnusliblo fulness, is in Christ, tho church'* 
living Head, and Hows through Him to the church, 
■' which is His body, tho fulness of Him who tills all in 
nil." (Knh. i- -2.) The glory that illuminates the church, 
and that Hows from her to enlighten the world, emanate- 
from Christ, the Sun of righteousness. ' Out of /ion, the 
perfection of beauty, God hath shincd." (Pi*. 1. 2.) The 
mystic woman is said to be " clothed with the sun," as Un- 
church is arrayed in the imputed righteousness of the 
Redeemer, and through union to Him is irradiated by 1 lu- 
light that dwolls in Him. " The moon " of Jewish types 
und of subluimry objects is " under her feet, and 141011 her 
head is u crown of twelve slurs"— the dovtriuc of (he 
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Apostles of tho Ijimb. (Rov. xii. 1.) Tho glory of tho 
church's finnl establishment mid triumph belongs alono to 
hor oxnlted King. Putting down nil opposing powor, mid 
n sh inning Hie gront powor to roigii. Ho establishes Mount 
/ion on tho top of tho moiintiiitiH, and nbovo tho hille. 
Tho nations of tho wived How into it, nnd tho kings of tho 
enrth bring Ihoir riches and glory into it. Tho trnnecon- 
dont glory of (ho church in hor Millennial and henvonly 
state is from Christ; nnd saints, gathered from nil peoplo, 
and mndo perfect in holiness nnd felicity, willingly accord 
itiolliin. Tho holy city, tho Now Jorusnlom, that dc- 
scoiids out of heaven from God, as a brido ndornod for hor 
husband, has " tho glory of God, and hor light is liko unto 
n stono most precious." (Rov. xxi. 10, 11.) "Tho Lord 
God and tho Lamb aro tho tomplo of it : nnd tho city had 
no need of tho sun, neither of tho moon to shine in it ; for 
tho glory of God did lighten it, nnd tho Lamb is tho light 
thereof." (Rov. xxi. 22, 23.) 

His arc all power and authority in tho fullest sense. 
The dominion ascribed to Christ includes all power, physi- 
cal and moral. 4 Ho has tho supremo right of dominion, 
and He possesses all strength and might for its proper 
exercise His is moral ability, and Ho has universal and 
incontrollablo authority. Ho is " Head over all princi- 
pality and power." *' All powor in heaven and earth is 
given Him." " His kingdom rulcth overall." As Media- 
tor, all things aro put under His foot. Ho is, by tho 
Father's appointment, and as tho reward of His finished 
obedience, Lord of angels and men. Ho possesses sove- 
reign dominion ovor mon's hearts nnd over organised com- 
munities. He is Lord of tho invisiblo world. Unto Him, 
nnd not to angels, " tho world to como is put in subjec- 
tion." " Ho lias tho koys of hell and of death." 
(Hob. ii. 5; Rov. i. 18.) It fills with holy joy the hearts 
of the saints, that Christ Josus, thoir Elder Brother, has, 



* The Grcvlc term denotes strength— might. 
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by proper and exclusive right, tliia extensive dominion, 
and that He possesses all ability and power for its duo 
administration. This is tho burden of their loftiest praiso 
— " Hallelujah, for tho Lord God omnipotent roignoth." 

lastly — This ascription is tho expression of assured 
hope that tho Redeemer will hereafter obtain universal 
visible dominion on earth, and that His kingdom »haU 
h*t for ertr. Though wo soo not yet all things put und or 
Him, yet there are the fullest guarantees that His dominion 
shall extend to tho ends of the oarth, and that His king- 
dom shall be perpetual. Ho shall " come, whose right it 
is, and it shall bo given Him." He must roign, " till He 
shall have put down all rule, and nil authority and power." 
(I Cor. xv. 2-1.) To Him shull "every knoo bow" in 
willing or constrained subjection, and " every tongue con- 
fess." '' He shall have dominion also from sen to sen, and 
from tho river to tho ends of tho earth." (Pa. lxxii. 8.) 
When tho last of tho great world-powers $1 tall have been 
brought down and removed, the kingdom of Messiah, the 
Prince, shull be established ovor its prostruto ruins. To 
tho Son of man is " given dominion, glory, and a kingdom, 
that all people, nations, and languages -should servo Him ; 
His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shull not 
pass uwnv, and His kingdom thnt which shall not be 
destroyed. (Dan. vii. II.) When tho kingdoms of tlu's 
world shall have become tho kingdom of our Lord, and of 
His Christ, then the visible kingdom of tho Mediator shall 
fill the earth. This is its most glorious state, for tho 
coming of which the fervent prayers of the saints in all 
n*»es have been ascending to tho throne. This blessed 
consummation has over been tho subject of their highest 
and most joyful hopes. Tho dominion of the enthroned 
Mediator is, in tho fullest sense, perpetual and overlusting. 
His kiugdom lasts " through the ages of ages." It con- 
tinues on tho earth, till "the end comes," when it shnll be 
delivered up. Then if* form of administration will be 
changed; but Ho to whom is ascribed the dominion and 
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glory will be, throughout otornity, tho Head of power mid 
the glory of tho Redeemed ; mul their happiness will consist 
in the "entrance" which shall lie ministered to them iibun- 
dimtly into Iht rrrrttutiutf kingdom of llioir Lord ond 
Suviour. Such is lint domiiiioii which pertains of right to 
tho Mediator— glorious in its* nature, of universal extent , 
and overlaying dunitiim— by which tho punishment of tin' 
wicked, and the full felicity of tho righteous, uro secured, 
and a revenue of glory redounds to tho Godhead for over 
mid evt-r. Tin' »>nly adequate return which thoeo who 
know the love of Christ in choosing, calling, and suving 
them, is in heart, by fervent prayer, and by holy- sustained 
t? I fort, to ascribe to lliiu tho glory and dominion to which 
lie nlono is entitled* and which He will, without fail, 
possess, for ends the most nalntury and iiii]M>rtuul. 

Jx Conclusion'. 

1 . This subject calls us to consider and appropriate ChrisC* 

hrt and its precious fruits. This is tho fountain-spring of 

human redemption — the matter of ceaseless wonder tuid 

praiso to saints and holy angels now and throughout 

eternity. The ollico of the Holy Spirit is to "shed abroad" 

this love in our hearts, (Eph. vi. 18, 19); and when He 

does this, it becomes tho ruling principle of our lives — tho 

actuating force in all our conduct. "Wo ''lovo lliin because 

Ho first loved us." AVo are conxtraititd by the lovo of 

Christ to livo no longer to ourselves, but to Him who died 

for us and rose agnin. The contemplation of the Saviour's 

lovo toward sinners, guilty, rebellious, and lost, is fitted to 

ongnge our highest thoughts, and to fill tho hcurt with 

wonder and gratitude. It leads to sotf-surrendor, and is 

tho grand principle of nil holy obedioncc. Tho lovo which 

the Spirit sheds abroad in tho heart is supreme and exefatire 

As in the conjugal relation, tho hearl constrained by it 

brooks no rival, and is unconscious of a divided affection. 

If wo have seen tho lovo of Christ in choosing us, in His 

dying to save us. and have felt its power in our hearts, 
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wo cannot but lore Him supremely, and no service tliat 
Ho requires will bo ostoomod by us loo arduous to rondor 
Him— no saorifico loo great for His namo's sake. 

2. Our washing from our sins in Olirist's blood azures 
«* of pardon and cleansing, and supplies tho strongest motire 
and encouragement for the cultivation of holiness. This precious 
blood was tho intinito prico of our ransom. It cancols nil 
our guilt and son Is our pardon. It is tho grant Fountain 
opened for sin and unQlonunoss— ovor nccessiblo and in- 
oxluiustiblo. By this blood, applied by tho Spirit, our sins 
nro blot to<l out as a cloud, and our transgressions ns a 
"thick cloud;" and through its continual application wo 
nro cleansed from nil iniquity, and onnbled to perfect 
holiness in tho fear of tho Lord. Tho ninsomod, brought 
homo to heaven, hnvo " washod their robes mid mndo thoni 
white in tho blood of tho Lamb." (Row vii. M.) This 
blessed provision of tho Saviour's lovo wo should constantly 
appropriate As tho ancient Lcvitical priesthood woro 
required to wash thoir bodice, and to sprinklo clean water 
on tho sacrifices, so should wo sook tho purification of our 
persons, and of all our sorvices, through tho great sacrifice 
which auciout victims prefigured. Wlml a full and blossod 
provision hns boon mndo through tho atoning denUi of 
Christ for tho porfoct snnctilication of all tho redcome<1! 
'■ Christ loved tho church, and gave Himself for it, that 
Ho might sanctify and cleanse it, with tho washing of 
wator by tho word." (Eph. v. 25.) How groat our privi- 
lego to hnvo continual access to Christ's blood for demis- 
ing ! Ever should wo hnvo recourse to it, that wo may in 
heart and lifo bo purified, that wo may shino in tho beauty 
of holiness, and that at longth wo mny bo presented to 
llimsolf " a glorious church, not linving spot, or wrinkle, 
or any such thing." (Eph. v. 27.) 

3. Lot us considor what ice otee to the Sarionr, so pre- 
cious in His lovo, so condescending and munificent in tho 
fruits which Ho h«« conferred upon us. It bohoves us to 

bownro in any measure of slighting, refusing, or neglect- 
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ing Him. Wo should fully embrace Him now, and yield 
ourselves wholly to Him. Tho only adequate return for 
the unspeakable lovo of Cliriat to us is to sot our lovo 
supremely upon Him, and to bo so devoted to His service 
as to bo willing to live to promote His honour and glory. 
Wo should delight ourselves in Him. Accopting Him, 
and resting with complacency upon Him, tho language of 
our hearts should ever bo : "A bundle of niyrrh is my 
Well-beloved unto mo : Ho shall lio nil night betwixt my 
breasts." " Wo will bo glnd and rojoico in Him ; we will 
remember Thy lovo moro than wine: tho upright lovo 
Thee." (Songi. 13, 11.) If washed in His) blood, as wo 
name His endeared name, wo should depart from iniquity. 
Wo aro called to bo a " holy peoplo to tho Lord our God." 
Considering our eminent office and station, and tho service 
required of us as a kingdom of priest* , wo should aim con- 
tinually nt entire consecration, and, as standing at God's 
altar, to cherish a royal spirit. Ours should ovor bo tho 
resolution : " I will wash my hands in innoconcy : so will 
I com [miss Thine altar." (Ps. xxvi. 6.) Wliilo wo daily 
wash our robes to make thorn whito in tho blood of tho 
Lamb, wo are required to reflect " tho beauty of holiness " 
hero, as wo hope at length to appear before tho King in 
shining gnrmonts, and to walk with Him in white, as 
being worthy. 

•1. This subject presents to us tho highest inducement and 
the mott affecting motives to commemorate the Saviour 1 * death. 
Tho ordinance- of tho Suppor is tho feast of tho Saviour's 
lovo, as it displays the riches of His grace to sinful men, 
and is a means by which Ho communicates His lovo to His 
peoplo, and through which thoy have loving fellowship 
with Him. It is a seal of tho covenant of God's peace, by 
which thoy aro assured of His favour and friendship, and 
have ratified to them its exceeding great and precious 
promises. Bolicvors gathored to the sacramental feast are 
brought to "tho banqueting house," nnd a " banner of 
lovo " is raised ovor thorn, and waves around thorn. The 
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King Himself sits with Uiom at His table, and " tho spiko- 
uard" of their graces, excited into vigorous exercise, gives 
forth its fragrance. Beholding and admiring His ox- 
colloncy, thoy "dolight themselves greatly" in sitting 
down under His shadow, and " His fmit is sweet to their 
taste." His gracious presence is enjoyed, and in torms of 
condescending familiarity and endearment He welcomes 
thorn to tho provision of His houso. " I nm como into my 
garden, my sister, my spouse : I have gathered my myrrh 
with my spice; I have eaten my honeycomb with my 
honey ; I havo drunk my wino with my milk : eat, 
frionds ; drink, yen, drink abundantly, beloved." (Song 
v. 1.) Our great duty and privilege, in coming to tho 
communion, is to raiso a monument of devoted affection to 
Him who loved lis ; to remember and con tide in His love ; 
and iu gratitude to yield ourselves to Him wholly and for 
ovor. Tho blood which is symbolised in tho ordinance is 
tho ordained way of spiritual cleansing ; and by it wo aro 
consecrated as a "peculiar pcoplo" and n "spiritual priest- 
hood " to tho Lord. We thus aro enabled to " ascend tho 
hill of God " willi clean hands nnd a pure heart ; our ser- 
vice is at God's altar; tho blood by which wo aro washed 
proclaims that " holiness alone becomes God's houso for 
ovor;" and ennobled by admission to tho "palace of 
tho King," and consecrated by renewed vows to His 
honourable service, we havo to livo nnd act as "a chosen 
generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation." (I Pet. 
ii. 9.) 

Finally— Tho great work of our life, 06 loved by tho 
Saviour from eternity, nnd cleansed and ennobled by tho 
shedding application of His blood, is to give Him all glory 
nnd dominion for ever. This should bo tho subject of our 
constant nnd fervent prayers — tho steadfast aim of our 
lives ; and to accomplish it wo should willingly devote all 
our resources and inlluonco and our most strenuous efforts. 
To tho exalted Bodcomor wo should nscribo tho undivided 
glory of all our salvation ; of all Ho has done for us in 
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providence, of ovory privilcgo conferred in His house, and 
of nil lliQt Ho has onnblcd us to do fur His nnmo's sake*. 
Ho ulono is worthy to Imvo tho supremo dominion ovor our 
hearts and lives. Wo nro called to testify, pray, and 
I ub our, that His kingdom may ho univorsully established 
in tho on rib, and thai tho benignant fruits of His peaco- 
ful and gracious dominion may bo nbundantly onjoyed. 
Tho cardinal nrticlo of our fathers' noblo testimony wan, 
" All glory and dominion to tho roigning Mediator." To 
proclaim this ovory ivhoro they regarded as tho grand 
mission of their lives. They " earnest I)' contended," and 
dovotodly laboured, that tho national glory and dominion 
should belong to Christ, and that Ho should bo owned ns 
tho solo King and Head of tho church. And when tlioy 
were called to seal a noblo testimony with their blood, tho 
Inst utterances of fervent prayer and triumphant praise 
were tho ascription of tho highest honour and universal 
dominion to tho " Prince of tho kings of tho earth." No 
object iu time to livo for is worthy to be compared to that 
of giving all glory to Him who loved us and washed us 
from our sins in His blood, and of labouring to bring all 
into willing subjection to His sovereign dominion. To 
gather jowols for His mediatorial crown is an honour sur- 
passing all earthly dignity. In tho victories of Christ's 
causo His son-outs nro moro than conquerors; and iu His 
extending dominion they reign as kings with Him oil 
earth. On tho subversion of tho nntichristian power, " the 
kingdom and dominion, and tho greatness of the kingdom 
under tho whole heaven, shall bo given to tho peoplo of 
tho saints of tho 5 lost High, whoso kingdom is an ever- 
lasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obev 
Him." (Daniel vii. 27.) 

Tho highest hopes of tho saints, as they look forward 
to tho second coming of Christ, and nnticipnto tho bliss of 
otornity, nro centred on tho revealed glory and tho over- 
lasting kingdom of tho Rcdooinor. As tho innumerable 
multitude of tho saved surround His throne, and every 
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crown is prostrate at His foot, and every palm is waving 
in His honour, the loud and ecstatic acclaim of their praise 
■will for ever bo : " Unto IIim that loved us, and washed 

US FROM OUR SINS IN II IS OWN 11 LOO D, AND HATH SLIDE US 
KINGS AND PRIESTS UNTO GOD AND II IS FATHER, BE OLORY 
AND DOMINION FOR EVER AND EVER. Ail EN." 



THE REDEEMER'S CROWN 
FLOURISHING. 

ruui cxxxii. IS—" But upon Ilimailf wlmll IIU crown (louriJi.'* 

This psalm, of which tho words of tho toxt nro tho conclud- 
ing expression, is full of tho grnco and glory of Zion'a 
oxnltod King. It is a " Song of Degrees "—a pilgrim song 
— ono of thoso which it is probnblo iho thousands of 
Israel sang as thoy wont up to tho tomplo to keop tho 
appointed solemn feasts. Tho psalm, wh other ponnod by 
David or Solomon, nnd sung at tho bringing up of tho 
ark to Mount Zion, or at tho dedication of tho tomplo, 
speaks throughout of Ono inoro illustrious than any earthly 
monarch, nnd of privileges nnd honours greater than tho 
sceptres and thrones of tho world can confer. Tho covenant 
of royalty with David was emblematical of that of redemp- 
tion botwoon tho Father and tho Son from all eternity. 
It was a manifestation nnd renowal to David nnd his socd 
of God's purposo of grnco, and had a designed special 
roforonco to tho Messiah promised — tho Boot and Offspring 
of David, nnd to tho salvation which Ho was to accomplish. 
This covonnnt guarantees all temporal, spiritual, nnd 
otornal blessings to tho chosen seed, in the way of holy 
obodionco, tho perpetual continuanco of tho church on 
earth, nnd tho happiness of tho redeomed for overmoro. 

"Jehovah hath chosen Zion; Ho hath desired it for His 
habitation." All tho privileges of tho saints aro tho fruit 
of olocting lovo. These aro conferred and enjoyed in 
connection with tho church of God — tho placo of His desired 
and poipetual abodo. From this scat of His gracious 
presence and tlirono of His powor, Ho assures His people 
of tho enjoyment of tho choicest and richest blessings. 
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Thoso thoy partako of in providonco and grnco now, nnd 
thoy shall fully onjoy in glory horonftor. From tho cronturoa 
tlio curso is tnkon nwny, nnd thoy nro snuctified to thoir 
use. Thoir provision is "abundantly blessed," and tho 
poor and hungry nro satisfied with good things. Especially 
havo tho sniuls tho promiso and guarantoo of tho onjoy- 
mont of nil spiritual and otomnl blessings. Thoso nro 
givon in answer to onrnost bolioviug prnyor. Whnt was 
importunntoly asked by tho church (vor. 9) — " Lot thy 
priests bo clothed with righteousness, nnd lot thy saints 
shout for joy" — is promised with onlnrgcd blessing-. 
Righteousnt** wns askod as tlio titlo nnd bbginuing of tho 
blessing. Tho Divino nnswor bears that Jehovah Him- 
solf will bostow comploto nnd ovcrlnsting saltation u|xju 
ministers; and, as tho happy conscquonco, tlio saints shall 
exult nnd shout aloud in holy rejoicing. Tho tonus of tlio 
promiso indicnto n settled connection in tho Divino mothod 
of conferring spiritual blessing on tho church. When 
ministers nro snuctilicd nnd ndorncd with siilvntion in thoir 
ministrations, then tho people, convorted, edified, nnd 
rofrcshed, havo cause of continuous spiritual rojoicing. * 
Tho blessings bestowed on tho church How from tho fulness 
of hor oxaltod Jlond; nnd in tho dignity nnd glory givon 
Him thoro is provision mndo that thoy shall bo largely 
communicated. Tho "horn of David," tho symbol of 
power nnd plenty, which is mndo to bud, points to tho 
vigorous, pro vailing powor and supornbou tiding fulness of 
tho Saviour who sits on David's throno. His is lasting 
honour and glorious light. Tho "lamp prepared for tho 
Anointed " is tho light that omnuatos from Himself in truo 
and precious promises, and tho Gospel light that is ap- 
pointed toshino amidst tlio world's thick darkness, to lighten 
sinners to otomnl dny, nnd nt longth to fill tho wholo earth 
with His glory. Tho destruction of nil euomies, nnd com- 
ploto victory for tlio cnuso of truth, nro secured through 



• Tlio llobrow implies Ihnt "thoy «1inll tontinualbj shout for joy 
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tlio Father's promiso in ilio covonanl, by His universal and 
poworful dominion. His oncmios shall bo elothod with 
shame ns with a gnrmont. Thou, in tlio close, as if this 
wore the top of the magnificent climax, it in announced, 
"Upon Himself shall His crown llouriBh." When thoso 
promises that go before uro fully liindo out, and tlio power 
of numorous enemies is subdued and destroyed, then shall 
bo seen tlio crown of tlio onlhroiicd Mediator shining in 
resplendent lustre, mid "His largo and great dominion" 
advancing with youthful vigour, nnd diffusing ovorywhoro 
its countless blessings. This declaration is the befitting 
closo of mi inspired song of lofty thnnksgiving. It lifts 
up the mind and heart, nnd concentrates them upon tlio 
glorified Redeemer. It brings us in full view of tho 
beauty nnd splendour of His royal dominion, and gives 
the fullest nssuranco that this day and hereafter, despite 
of nil enemies nnd opposition, nnd amidst all changes and 
revolutions throughout tho world, "Upon Himsolf shall 
His crown flourish." Wo shall notico — 

I. Tiie cnowx ok the exalted Redeemer. 

Tho term crown sometimes denotes a garland of victory 
achieved. It points nt times to tho tiara or mitre of tho 
priesthood. In some of tho ancient vorsions (as tho Sep- 
tuogint, the Yulgntc, &c.) tho words of tho text aro 
rendered — "'M.yMnctification ithnll flourish! " — tho rofcrenco 
being to* the inscription on tho golden plato in tho high 
priest's mitre, when he presented himself within tho veil. 
(Exod. xxviii. 3G.) A crown is a chief part of the insignia 
of royalty ; nnd its possessor is regarded as entitled to all 
that pertains to supremo dominion. WhiIo tho dignity of 
tho supremo nnd perpetual priesthood pertains to tho 
Rcdeemor, the crown which is horo said to flourish upon 
Him indicates His princoly authority and dominion. In 
this character He administers tho covonant of pence, and 
dispenses its manifold blessings. Ho blesses tho provision 
of His church, nnd satisfies His poor with broad. He 
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clothes Hie ministers with salvation, and makes His people 
to rojoico in heart His power is vigorous and all prova- 
lont, and tlio light of Hie cnuso is continually spreading. 
As no sits on tho throno nnd rules in Jacob, onotnios aro 
clothod with shnino, and reduced to prostrate subjection. 
Whilo all this is in progress, and ns tho finnl and blessed 
result, "Upon Himself shall His crown nourish." 

This crown is, first of all, tho supreme dignity and authority 
which JTr /»*««« a* a Penon in the Godhead. Throughout 
every part of Divino rovolation Christ Jesus tho Saviour 
is set forth ns a royal Princo. Tho Creator of tho universe 
is tho Lord and proprietor of heaven nnd cnrtli, and line 
sovereign nnd uncontrolled authority over all tho creatures 
that Ho lias callod into oxislcuco. His is essential, uni- 
versal, otoraal dominion, in common witli tho Father nnd 
tho Holy Spirit. " His kingdom ruloth over nil." Ho is 
"tho blessed and only Potontato ; tl>o King of kings nnd 
Lord of lords; who only hath immortality, dwolling in tho 
light which no mnn can appronch unto ; whom no man 
hath soon, or can sco." (1 Tim. vi. 15, IG.) The crown of 
eternal Godhond is His. " Of tho Son He snith, Tliy 
throno, God, is for over and cvor : a sccptro of righte- 
ousness is tho scoptro of Thy kingdom." (Hob. i. 8.) 

It is especially His mediatorial towkh and olohv. 
Tho Mediator was sot up from everlasting ; and as ruler 
in Israel, "His goings forth wore from of old, from 
eternity." (Micah v. 2.) "All power in heaven and earth" 
is said to bo " givon "Him. "All things nro delivered 
Him of tho Father ;" and thcro is " given Him a nnmo 
which is nbovo every immo." (John xvii. 2 ; Matt. .\i. 27 ; 
Phil. ii. 9.) As ouo of tho Persons of tho Trinity, Ho 
possesses nbsoluto authority, which can uoithor bo in- 
creased nordiminished. Dutthis universal dominion is given 
Him for mediatorial purposes. Ho was eot up and ordnincdas 
Head of tho elect. Universal sovereignty is entrusted to 
Him for tho advancement of tho Divino glory in tho salva- 
tion of sinners. For tho accomplishment of this high 
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design, nnd tho full nmnifestntion of His modintorinl 
glory, it wns iudispousably required that tho Mediator's 
dominion should bo over tho wholo uni verso of created 
objects and interests. Now, in tho fullest and most com- 
prehonsivo son so. nil nro undor tho ralo of tho Mediator. 
Ho is sot over tho works of Jehovah's hands ; and nil nro 
put in subjection undor Tlis foot. This oxtousivo authority 
and power of tho Mediator is long-sufToriug to a guilty 
and robollious world, comfort and hops to tho church, 
and torror and destruction to nil hor onomies. All tho 
aspects of His sovereign rulo, all tho acts of His admini- 
stration, nro in wisdom and lovo to His sorvants. A rain- 
bow, in sight liko on oiuoruld, tho tokon of tho covonnnt 
of ponco, surrounds tho throne. (Rev. iv. 3.) " Ho must 
reign till all His and His pooplo's onomies nro put under 
His feot." (1 Cor. xv. 21.) 

This crown is tho Redeemer's exclusive Headship over 
tho church. "Ho is Hend of tho body— tho chunk." 
(Col. i. 1 S.) Tho church, wluch Ho loved and chose from 
oternity, and which Ho redeemed by His blood, Ho has 
tho solo right to govorh. He is, emphatically, tho only 
Head of tho invisible chunk of ransomed saints. Ho is 
their living and lifo-giving Hend. United to Him by tho 
Spirit and by faith, thoy livo and are ono with Him. 
Their Mnkor is their Husbnnd; thoir Redeemer, tho Holy 
Ono of Ismel. Ho is thoir living and glorious Head — 
identical with them in interest and honour ; and thoy ono 
with Him by tho closest, most tondor, and indissoluble 
union. Tho Saviour is likowiso tho ezchwirg Head of tho 
visiblo church. Ho nlono organises, presorvos, and 
governs her. Ho rules tho church with a golden sceptre, 
as a king his loyal subjects. Tho Mediator is tho chunk's 
legislative Hoad. Ho originates all hor laws, and presides 
in their administration. Tho wholo governraout and dis- 
cipline of tho church nro prescribed by Him, and to bo 
oxorciscd in on tiro dopendonco on His power and wisdom, 
and in accordance with His revoaled will. His prerogative 
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as King of Zion is to appoint ofllcers, to direct and uphold 
thorn, and to bless their administration. TIo presides in 
tho ordinances of His house, and rondors tho means of 
grace effectual for accomplishing His designs of morey niul 
love. Tho church which tho Rcdocmor hns founded Ho 
preserves in tho earth, despite of all onomies and opposi- 
tion, and conducts forward to universal establishment and 
glorious triumph. "Tho mountain of tho Lord's house 
ehnll bo established on tho top of tho mountains, and bo 
exalted abovo tho hills ; and all nations shall flow into it." 
(Isa. ii. 2.) As Ho roigns in tho church, He renders all 
subservient to her best interests. Ho ie her Head of glory 
and honour, from whom are derived all her distinctive 
excolloncy and her high privileges. The church, re- 
plenished by Christ, her glorious King, is " His body, tho 
fulness of Him who filloth all iu all." (Eph. i. 23.) Ho 
that iB tho church's Beloved, and " the chiofest among ton 
thousand," has "His head as tho most fino gold; His locks 
are bushy, and blnck like a raven." (Song v. 11.) Tho 
Redeemer is tho church's jterpeiual Head throughout all 
ages till tho end of lime. When tho designs of His provi- 
dential rulo shall liavo boon accomplished, in tho sub- 
version of all opposing power, and in tho gathering into 
ouo and perfecting of tho saints, Ho will wear tho crown 
of tho church triumphant throughout eternity. The queen, 
adorned with gold of Ophir, is brought to tho palnco of 
tho King, to abido with Him for ovor. Tho saints who 
have fought tho battlo and won tho victory, shall sit 
down as conquerors with Christ upon His throne, ns 
He has ovorcomo, and is sot down with His Father on 
His throno. 

Ho wears tho crown of the nations of the earth, and has 
supreme dominion over the universe. Ho is "tho Governor 
among tho nations" (Ps. xxii. 18); thoroforo Ho claims, 
by proper right, tho submission of civil rulers of whntovor 
rank, and that national homago should bo rendered to Him. 
"To Thoo doth it appertain, King of nations." (Jor. x. 7.) 
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Christ Jesus is "Hond of ovory man" (1 Cor. xi. 3), ns 
He hns supremo powor ovor men of ovory condition and 
ehnrnclcr; mid Ho omploys thorn to effect His purposes. 
Ho is "Princo of tho kings of tho oiirth;" nnd whilo 
"many crowns" spurklo on His head, Ho has a name 
written on His vesturo and thigh, "King of kings and 
Lord of lords." (Rov. xix. 10.) As manifesting His ex- 
clusive right to this high title, Ho organises nations, and 
gives them n national cxistoncc; Ho fixes tho times and 
bounds of their dominion; Ho claims that their constitution 
and laws should bo accordant with His rovcnlod will. His 
eyes behold tho nations. Ho deals with thorn as subjects 
of His moral law, rowarding them according as national 
affairs arc conducted in subsorvionco to His authority, and 
punishing thorn for acts of national rebellion. Civil rulers 
nro required to bo Christ's "minis tors of God to mon for 
good." (Rom. xiii. -i.) Thoy should possess scriptural 
qualifications, fear God, nnd hnto covotousnoss, and kiss 
the Son in ollicial homage nnd loving subjection. Thoy 
shotdd rulo in righteousness, bo nursing fathers to tho 
church, nnd tnko tho Divino law ns tho unerring rulo of 
nil thoir official conduct. Tho Redeemer, ns supreme and 
universal Sovereign, sends His ambassadors throughout 
the nations, and gathers out of them subjects of His 
spiritual kingdom. Tho ond of nil national changes and 
revolutions will be the universal visible establishment of 
tho dominion of Christ. Great voices from heaven proclaim 
in the downfal of mystical Babylon, " Hullolujah, for tho 
Lord God Omnipotent reignolk." "Tho kingdoms of this 
world nro becomo tho kingdoms of our Lord nnd of His 
Christ; nnd Ho shall reign for ever and over." (Rov. xix. 
G; xi. 15.) 

Tho universal Headship of tho Mediator ovor tho 
nations is an essential part of His royal authority and 
glory. This is tho preuttl (ruth, which faithful witnesses 
nro called to confess, and, if required, to suiTor for even 
uuto blood. Nations aro prospered or are smitten— decay 
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or perish, according ae they own Christ ns (heir Head, and 
submit to His authority, or rebel against Him. 

To Him nlono pertains tlio crotcn of His people's indi- 
vidual what ion, and of eternal glory. He is the "Author of 
otornnl salvation unto all them that obey Him." (nob. 
v. 9.) Tho word which Ho sends forth is "tho word of a 
King in which thero is power." Ho sets up His kingdom 
in human hearts, and Ho rules in and over "a willing 
people." He oponsHis royal treasures, and with princely 
munificonco confors upon them all tho blessings of His 
kingdom. Ho reigns to bring down all His and their 
cuemics. Ho gives graco and glory, and from His saints 
withholds no good thing. At longth, ns kings mid priests, 
they sit down with Him upon His throne, and each one 
of them receives from Him an unfading crown. (Bo v. iii. 
21 ; 2 Tim. iv. 10.) Of all this high dignity and extensive 
dominion tho Rcdcomor claims exclusively to wenr the 
crown, and His pcoplo willingly nscribo it to Him. The 
crown of conquest, too, tho garland of victory, is His. 
Hence Ho is said to hnvo on His head "many crowns." 
As tho illustrious Captain of salvation, Ho hns fought 
ninny bnltlos and achieved many victories. When Ho shnll 
hnvo effected, in behalf of His en use and people, full 
conquest, and all enemies hnvo boon put under His foot, 
Ho will prosido ns a Princo and a Saviour ovor tho ran- 
somed host in glory. Thoso will form tho muny sparkling 
jewels of His mediatorial crown. "His kingdom is nu 
cvorlnsting kingdom, and His dominion ondurcth through- 
out all generations." (Ps. cxlv. 10.) 

II. How the Mediator comes to iwsess 

THIS GROWN. 

W hen tho Bcdcomor was on earth Ho was "despised 
and rejected of men." His kingly authority was set at 
nought and contemned, as it still is throughout the world. 
At tho close of His life of obedience, and when He endured 
His last sufferings, the utmost possiblo indignity was 
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heaped upon Him, by Horod, mid tho people of tho Jews. 
Ho wos bu (Toted mid scourged, clothed with mock habili- 
ments of royalty — a purplo robe, tho crown of I horns, and 
the reed ns a contompliblo scoptro. Notwithstanding, in 
His lowest abasement, Ho wns proclaimed "tho King of 
tho Jews;" and when crucified in weakness, Ho performed 
royal acts which displayed His absolute authority over all 
creatures, and His lordship ovor tho invisiblo world. Ho 
is now gloriously exalted abovo all principality and power. 
Ho has tho highest titlo to tho crown which Ho wears. 
He has, morcovor, all fitness to possess it; and to tho 
fullest extent His undisputed right of universal dominion 
will yet be confessed. 

It is His by eoremnt grant. From ovorlnsling Ho was 
set King upon tho hill of '/Aon. (Ps. ii. 7.) Whon inorcy 
is said to bo built up for ovor, tho foundation of tho glorious 
plan is the covenant mndo with tho Father's chosen Oho; 
and tho guamnlco for its sure accomplishment is tho 
throne of tho Mediator, built up to all generations. (Ps. 
lxxxix. 2, 3.) Tho engagement in tho covenant to tho 
Surety was that, after His atoning sufferings, Ho should 
.see His seed, and tho pleasure of tho Lord nhould prosper 
in His hand. Bccauso Ho pourod out His soul to tho 
death, and was numbered with tho transgressors, Ho was 
assigned a portion with tho great, and Ho divides tho 
spoil with the strong. The ontli of Jehovah in tho covenant 
constitutes tho Rcdoomor a King-priest — a priest for over 
after tho order of Mclchizcdcc. (Ps. ex. -I.) 

Ho has the crown as tho rctcard of His obedience to the 
death. Expressly is it declared — " For the suffering of 
death, Ho has been crowned with glory and honour" 
(Hob. ii. 7), and " all tilings havo been put in subjection 
under His feet." And again, " Ho boenmo obediont unto 
death, ovon tho death of tho cross. Whoroforo God also 
hath highly oxaltod Him, and givon Him a namo which is 
abovo ovory uauio." (Phil. ii. 8, 9.) Tho sufferings of 
tho Saviour woro iutouso and in finitely meritorious; they 
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are therefore appropriately followed with a boundless 
rowaid. The diadem of glory succeeds the crown of 
thorns ; the golden sceptre of righteousness was taken up 
when the rod of indignity had inflicted its last strokes. 
The finished work of the Redeemer fulfilled the purpose 
of Jehovah, and glorified all tlio Divine perfections. Tho 
high reward winch was given Him displays God's covenant 
faithfulness, and the surpassing glory which tho Saviour 
merited. 

He alone is fit to sustain the iceight of this high honour. 
His is almighty power. Ho has sovereign authority. Ho 
is the wisdom of God ; and " nil treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge " bolong to Him. Ho is most condescending, 
and full of tender pity and compassion. When He ap- 
peared in triumph on tho eve of His suffering, Ho came 
as Zion's King, " meek and lowly, riding on an ass, and 
on a colt the foal of an ass." (Zcch. ix. 9.) The chnractor 
of His dominion fulfils ancient prediction: "He shall 
judge tho poor of the people; He shnll save the children 
of tho needy, and shall break in pieces the oppressor." 
(Ps. lxxii. -1.) Ho never changes. He is " the Father of 
eternity." * His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and 
of His dominion there shall bo no end. Through tho 
mediatorial rule, one glorious purpose is carried out 
throughout all timo and to eternity. Tho Man, tho 
Branch, builds and rules tho temple, and He alone is fit 
to bear the glory. Tho Lamb as it had been slain, the 
Lion of Judah's tribe, is worthy to open tho sealed book ; 
and when He takes it for this purpose, the redeem ed and 
holy angels, and all creatures throughout tho universe, 
ascribe to Him all honour, and glory, and blessing, as 
being alono fitted for tho high undertaking. Ho is in- 
finitely qualified to wear tho diadem, sway tho sceptre, 
and conduct to a glorious issue tho wholo administra- 
tion. 



• IeaL-ih ix. C. So is the rvLtk-riup of the Scp'-ua^-iut. 
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Ho now acfmith/ roigns, os Ho linn dono in nil timo past. 
Christ Jesus is King de facto, posscsst?d of ocluul rogal 
authority and dominion, ns woll us King ih jure, having 
tho right lo roign. Tho crown tlint Ho wours doth now 
Uourish upon Him, ns it bus dono in tituo past, and will 
do in tho ugos to coino. Wo do not yot soo nil things put 
under Him; but by fnith wo hohold "Jesus, for tho 
suffering of denth, clothed with glory nnd honour." (Heb. 
ii. 9.) Ho reigns in tho church, presiding in Iho dispon- 
ent ion of ordinances, and giving efficacy lo tho word of 
His grace. Ho rules in tho henrt of a willing pooplo, dis- 
pensing pardons, giving abounding pcaco, supplying their 
wants with, princely muniliconco, restraining nnd conquer- 
ing their ouomics, and bringing thoin homo in duo timo 
to glory. In tho kingdom of providence, too, nnd as 
Govornor among tho nations, Ho executes sovereign nnd 
unlimited control. Ho brings down ono curthly ruler, nnd 
sots nnother up. Ho cuts off tho spirit of princes, nnd op- 
penrs terriblo to tho kings of tho earth. Ho "removes the 
diadem, nnd takes off tho crown," and overturns powers 
that opposo Him, till Ho comes whoso right it is, and it 
shall bo given Him. Ho executes judgments on ungodly 
nations. Ho sits upon tho throno which is over tho wheels, 
and directs tho whole administration, so as to bring out of 
all movements a blessed issue. In the "shaking of all 
nations," the "Dcsiro of all nations" shall coino. His 
"nnmo shall bo great among tho G on tiles," and incense 
nnd a pure offering shall bo offorcd to Him, from tlio rising 
of tho sun to tho going down of tho same." (Mai. i. 11.) 
Tho wholo earth shall bo filled with His glory. All oarthly 
crowns nnd scoptres shall yot bo prostrato at His feet. 
"Tho kingdom nnd dominion, and tho greatness of the 
kingdom under tho wholo hoavon, shall bo given to tho 
pcoplo of tho saints of tho Host High, whoso kingdom is 
an ororlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall servo and 
obey Him." (Dan. vii. 27.) 
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HI. TmS CUOWX FLOUAI9HIXO UPON HlM. 

Tho original expression is omphalic and strongly oxprcs- 
sivo. "Upon Himsolf," ns upon noao otlior, and ns hav- 
ing inhoront riglit and pro-ominont fitness, shall Ilia crown 
shine — bloom and blossom in perpetual beauty and vigour. 

Thin crown ho flourishes on tho Rcdoomor's head, de- 
spite of all atomic* and opposition. In all ngos past tho 
dominion of tho Kodoomcr has been contomued and roso- 
lutoly opposed, and as yot it is gononilly rojected 
throughout tho world. Mon individually robol ugaintU 
His authority, and say proudly, " Wo havo no king 
but Ciesnr." 801110 aro opi>osod to tho Saviour's ]>owcr 
nnd Godhead ; others reject His roign of frco gmco ; whilo 
tho potentates of earth and thoir followers gen orally reject 
Hi 3 mediatorial Headship. " Tho kings of tho earth 
mnko war with tho Lamb." "Tho rulers tako counsel to- 
gether ngniust tho Lord, and ngniust His Anointed, saying, 
IjCt us break their bauds asunder, and cast away thoir 
cords from us." (Rev. xvii. II; l*s. ii. 2, U.) As far us 
tho esteem of tho great and tho mighty of earth is con- 
cerned, it is yot sadly truo that " His glory has ceased, 
and His throuo is cast down to tho ground." (1*8. 
Ixxxix. -II.) Notwithstanding — dospite of nil opposition — 
His throne stunds utishnkon. Ho must roign till nil 
onomics aro brought under His feet. Upon Himself His 
crown continually flourishes. 

It shull novor wax old or fade. Tho crowns of mortal 
princes aro worn only for u brief space, 'Earthly sovereign- 
ties docay, nnd tho scoptro of ox tended i>ower passes into 
other hands. Christ's dominion is porpctunlly young and 
vigorous. "His head is ns tho most flno gold, and His 
locks aro bushy and black ns a raven." (Song v. II.) 
■' His nnmo shall endure for over; it shall propagnto itself 
in presonco of tho sun." (Vs. lxxii. 17.) When tho four 
great world-powers' have rison in succession, decayed, and 
perished, the dominion of tho Redeemer is "nn everlasting 
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dominion which shall not pass nwuy, and His kingdom 
that which shall not bo destroyed." (Dim. vii. 11.) 

Tho crown of the Mediator yield* precious fruit*. It 
" shall bloom or blossom upon Himself." T ho " liorn o( 
David shall bud forth pleasantly." As tho rod of Aaron 
blossomed nml boro almonds whon (ho iwls of tho princes 
remained dry and lifeless, ho tho power of the enthroned 
Mediator eonlinunlly yields living fruits, mollow, fresh, 
and most valuable His government is benignant. "Righte- 
ousness shall bo tho girdlo of Ilis loins, and faithfulness 
tho girdlo of His roine." (Isn. xi. 5.) "Tho mountains 
shall bring peaco to tho pooplo, and tho liltlo hills by 
righteousness." (Pfl. lxxii. 3.) Ho shall establish pence ou 
earth ; and oppression and violonco shall censo. " Nation 
shall not lift up swonl against nation, nor shall tho people 
learn war any inoro." " Ho shall cnuso them that come of 
Jacob to tnke root: Israel shall blossom and bud, and fill 
tho face of tho world with fruit." (Isn. ii. •! ; xxvii. G.) 
When the Redeemer's kingdom shall bo fully established, 
" the wilderness and solitary plncc shall be glad ; and the 
desert shall rejoico and blossom qs the rose." (Isn. xxxv. 1.) 

Saints and hohj angels see with delight this crown flourishing . 
Much of tho work of truo faith consists in such a vision. 
Tho "daughters of Zion go forth to behold king Solomon 
with the crown with which IT is mother crowned Him." 
(Song iii. 11.) "Wo sec Jesus now as a crowned Prince 
ruling in His house, and as " Head over all things to the 
church." All the confidence, comfort, and hopo of tho 
saints are connected with this vision. Angels, as they sur- 
round His throne, and go forth to execute His commands, 
worship tho Lamb, and aacribo to Him all worth and 
worthiness. As Ho unfolds tho Divine purposes, and 
directs the providential administration, Ho goes forth with 
His bow and His crown, conquering and to conquer. 
Enemies becomo His footstool ; tho crowns of the re- 
deemed are, in token of heart-felt homage, cast prostrate 
at His feet, whilo palms — tho symbols of victories which 
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Ho works for them, or enables tliem to achieve — aro all 
waved in His honour. Tho refulgent brightness of the 
Mediator's crown will bo eminently displayed nt tho close 
of tho dispensation. When nations shall bo born in a day, 
then national homngc shall bo willingly and universally 
rendered to Him; "The earth shall bo fdled with the 
knowledge of tho glory of (he Ixml, ns tho wntors cover 
tho sen." (Hab. ii. 1-1.) Tlio saints shall rojoico with 
highest ndmi ration and delight nl the full establishment 
of tho Redeemer's largo and great dominion. And ns His 
kingdom on earth gives phico to tho glorious reign of 
eternity, with enraptured praise saints and holy angels 
exult in tho bright display of the Redeemer's crown, and 
in tho riches of Hi* everlasting kingdom. 

In Conclusion. 

This manifestation of tho supreme and universal do- 
minion of the Redeemer suggests tho most important 
practical views, alike to saints and to those to whom the 
message of the Gospel is spoken. It calls to solemn xctf- 
frial. Have we seen Christ as a crowned Prince, invested 
with universal dominion, and setting up His throno in our 
hearts? If so, wo cannot but ndiniro and love Him. 
*' Thou sottest n crown of puro gold on His head. His 
glory is great in Thy salvation : honour nnd majesty hast 
Thou laid upon Him." (Pa. xxi. il, 5.) Other princes and 
crowns appear before Him as nothing. If wo have re- 
ceived Him, wc lmvo learned to account all but loss and 
dung, for tho excellency of the knowledge of Him ns our 
Lord and Saviour. 

Au cmineid exercise of faith is to give all glory to this 
exalted King, and to contcmphito tho crown nourishing 
upon His head. Tho Inrge free oirer of tho Gospel is 
" tho word of a King in which there- is power." It vails 
and invites robols nnd wanderers ; nud, when rendorcd 
effectual, becomes the rod of Jehovah's strength, by which 
a people ore made willing in the day of His power. Uy 
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fnith wo touch tho golden scoptro in Hie linnd and live. 
Wo go in to tho King nnd put tho crown of our porsounl 
salvation upon Ilia head, depending wholly upon Him for 
effecting it, nnd ascribing to Him tho undivided glory. 
We look to Him und ore wived. As wo yield ourselves to 
tho Lord, nnd submit to His sovereign dominion, we de- 
claro : " Other lords besido Thoo hnvo had dominion over 
ns : but by Thee only will wo inuke mention of Thy naino." 
(Isn. xxvi. 13.) The wholo life of fnitli consists in looking 
to Jesus as n suffering Saviour, nnd in boholding Him in 
His exultation -glory. As tho rownrd of His finished work, 
Ho is now invostod with nil power and authority in henvon 
and enrth. By fnith wo behold Him thronod at tho right 
lmnd of tho Majesty in tho heavens, tho I fond of all 
principality and powor, nnd reigning till Hit) enemies 
have been made His footstool. He presides in ordinances, 
displaying in them His glory, and rendering (horn 
channels of blessing lo His people. Ho directs tho whole 
administration in providence, rendering every movemont 
.subservient to the designs of His graco, und tanking all 
things work togolhor lor iho good of His saints. Ho has 
tho keys of hell nnd of death ; to Him belongs tho lord- 
ship over the iuvisiblo world. TEo nlono has tho right lo 
wear the crown of His people's salvation ; and tho diadom 
of glory for ever glitters upon His head. He is thus the 
blessed Object, as He is tho Author nnd Finisher of fnith; 
and our great interest nnd high privilego is thus over to 
behold Him and delight in Him. 

Tho grand matter of right profession ami ett rural conUntl- 
huj is connected with the universal dominion of Messiah, 
tho Prince. If wo hnvo embraced Christ Jesus as our own 
Suviour, wo cannot possibly bo indifferent to Uio doctrine 
of His royal Headship. Faith views Him as tho Sou of 
God, and at tho snmo timo rejoicos in His supremo 
mediatorial authority. (Qnl. ii. 20, 21.) Ho can bo no 
Saviour for si i mors if His nnmo is not " Imninnuol " — 
God with us ; if Ho is not "the I*>rd, mighty to savo." 
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Ho 1ms " powor on oarth to forgivo sine," and is " oxaltod 
a Princo and a Saviour, to give roponlanco to Israel, 
rind the ronrission of 8in8. M (Acta v. 31.) Ho nlono lias 
tho right to roigii supremo over nil persons nnd into rests ; 
nnd Ho claims tho willing subjection of nil to His 
sovoroign authority. Our paramount duty is to swear 
olloginnco to Him, and to confess nim before mon as our 
only Lord nnd God. In nil post ages this litis boon n main 
nrticlo of a right profession of religion ; and it will cer- 
tainly be bo in nil nges yet to come. Tho nnnie inscribed 
upon His vcsluro and His thigh — " King of kings, nnd 
Lord of lords," is designed to be conspicuously seen, as it 
is admired nnd dolightcd in by all Hie faith fnl servants. 
Our duty is to confess joyfully the supremo Headship of 
tho Mediator, and never iu principlo or practice to com- 
promise our allegiance to Him. While wo personally 
wnlk ns His devoted subjects, our whole profession should 
find expression in the fervont desires — " Let King Jesus 
reign." " Thy kingdom come. Thy will bo dono in earth, 
ns in heaven ! " 

The universal dominion of the Saviour is /r7/*v/ to inspire 
all confidence respecting the future tlettinies of the church ami 
the irorhl. Tho "government" iu its whole extent "is upon 
His shoulders," and tho " plonsur© of tho Lord prospers 
in His hand." Ho rules in Jacob, nnd is tho church's 
King in the midst of her. Nothing can therefore roniovo 
her ; nnd no touguo or power of enemies can prevail 
against hor. Tho church's illustrious Head will ever 
purify, protect, and bless hor. "Out of Zion shall go 
forth the law, nnd tho word of the Lord from Jerusalem." 
AH changes within and without must contribute to promoto 
tho best interests of tho Redeemer's spiritual kingdom. 
All earthly powers will be made to subserve the cnuso of 
Christ. Tho fixed decreo of heaven is, " Tho nation nnd 
kingdom that will not serve thee shall perish ; yea, those 
nations shall bo utterly wasted." (Isn. lx. 12.) "Tho 
mountain of tho Lord's house shall yet bo established on 
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tho top of the mountains, and shall bo exalted nbove tlio 
hills ; mid nil nations shall flow into it." (I«i. ii. 2.) Tho 
world, undor tho mediatorial rule, is conducting forward 
to n final destiny of honour and glory. A f lor manifold 
shakings of tho heavens and tho earth, tho kingdom that 
cannot bo shaken shall bo brought in and renin in. 

Finally— God's jieoplo may expect all blessing* from their 
exalted King, and mat/ cherish the assured hope of glory, ns 
t hoy trust in His gracious and powerful dominion. For 
them 1 lo purchased all blessings— tern pornl, spiritual, and 
eternal. Ho now reigns to dispense " unsearchable riches." 
Tho stores of both worlds nro in His hnnds; and all ful- 
ness, over ncccssiblo and inexhaustible, is lodged iu Him 
for the wants of His saints. From His crown nnd eeeptre 
all needed supplies constantly How. Ho gives with royal 
muiiiGccncc, consulting His own honour rather than their 
deserts, and giving to the suppliants at His throne exceed- 
ing nbundnntly above all that they nro abb? to ask or 
think. The treasures of His kingdom nre susceptible of 
no diminution. Ho is honoured by His people's impor- 
tunity, when they nsk largely, and will take no denial. 
Ho opens His hnnd liberally, and supplies tho need of 
evcrj* creature that lives. To His saints He gives *' grace 
and glory, nnd withholds no good thing." He gives tho 
spirit — tho seal of the promise, and the earnest of the 
heavenly inheritance. He is now within His people's 
hearts "the hope of glory." And while they gaze on 
His flourishing crown, nnd trust in His powerful, gracious 
dominion, they look forward with desire and joy for " that 
blessed hope, nnd tho glorious appearance of the great 
God and our Saviour." (Titus ii. 14.) In a littlo timo this 
hope will be to thorn a glorious reality. Its blessed object 
shall bo fully onjoyed. Brought to sit down with the 
Redeemer on His throne, tboy shall behold with ecstatic 
wonder and delight His crowu flourishing upon Himself ; 
and they themselves reflecting, as sparkling jewels, the 
brightness nnd beauty of His glory for ever. 



THE DUTY AND BLESSEDNESS OF 
KISSING THE SON. 

T&iLU ii. 12—" Kiss the Son, l<wt Ho bo angry, sad ye porish from 
the way, wheu IIu wrath u kiudlol Imt n little. 1)1<wm<1 aiti 
nil llioy thut put their trust iu lliiu." 

The second Psalm furnishes a clear and satisfactory 
answer to tho objection advanced by thoso who plead for 
tho U80 of human hymns in New Testament worship, 
namely, that tho inspired psalms are unfit for Gospel 
praiso, because they do not show forth the salvation and 
glory of tho Redeemer. This sontimcut betrays gross 
ignoruueo, and shows that thoso who uphold it aro unac- 
quainted with the mattor of tho psalms, and that they 
linvc not scon tho fuUilmont of Old Testament prophecy in 
Christ, nor II is glory in tho typo realising its substance in 
the antitype. 

This psalm, which is truly a sublime ode of great 
poetic beauty from bcgiuiung to end, is full of tho glory 
of tho Saviour, as God's eternal Sou, sot up in tho Divino 
decree, King upon tho holy hill of Zion — tho Prophet, 
Priest, and King of tho covenant. Now exalted to 
supremo power, His kingdom is destined to bring down and 
destroy all opposition, and ono day to fill tho wholo earth. 
For Him all worsltip, obediouco, and subjection are justly 
claimed, to whom nlono by proper right they uro due, and 
to Uim they will yet bo willingly and universally rendered. 

This psalm is proporly tho Jint in the book of the 
church's inspired praiso ; for what wo designate tho first 
may bo regarded as a preface to tho wholo collection. It 
is throughout Mtwanic. So tho anciont Jews generally 
regarded it ; and to tho Eodcomor, and to none other, is it 
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repeatedly applied in the Now Tcstnmont. IU lofty ex- 
pressions ennnot bo used villi propriety in rcferenco to 
David, or Solomon, or any earthly king. The names nnd 
titles employed nro too exalted to designate any human 
monarch : tho oxtont of His dominion, and tho perpetuity 
of His empire, ennnot bo predicnlcd of tho rule of a 
created sovereign. Nor can tho promise in tho text to 
those who put thoir trust in Him, and tho threatening 
against those who disobey Him, rolato to nny earthly 
potcntnto, however mighty or exalted. 

In the eighth and ninth verses tho connection is do- 
clnrcd between Christ asking in His intercession in heaven, 
nnd ITis people on earth fervently pleading, and the uni- 
versal establishment of tho Redeemer's kingdom. This 
grand design will bo effected by judgments poured out 
upon in vol orate enemies nnd ungodly systems. "Thou 
shnlt break them with a rod of iron? Thou shnlt dash 
thorn in pieces liko a potter's vessel." Thou kings and 
earth's judges are addressed in terms of solemn warning 
and impressive oxhortntion. They nro called to "bo wiso 
nnd bo instructed," nnd thoir grnnd and constant duty is 
comprehensively declared: "Servo Jehovah with fear, 
and rojoico with trembling." They aro under paramount 
obligation to render unto tho Govornor among tho nations 
devoted homage, with rovoronco and deep apprelicnsions of 
tho dread consequences of all disobedience. Thoir rejoic- 
ing should be with "trembling," knowing that Ho is tho 
sin-avenger, inflexibly just nnd almighty to savo or do- 
slroy. Such commingled feelings in God's service spring 
from views of His iuorcy, inspired by His purpose nnd 
promise, nnd from apprehensions of His wrath, caused 
by His threaten! ngs agninet transgressors. Then these 
counsels nnd warnings are summarily prcsentod in tho 
brief but comprehensive command of the toxt, and in tho 
declaration at tho close of tho result of provoking this 
glorious Holy One, nnd, on tho other hand, of trusting in 
His mercy nnd salvation. May the Spirit of all grace guide 
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mid bless in speaking nud hearing ! May TIo glorify Christ, 
and take tbo things which aro His, and show thorn to ub! 

I. CONSIDER TUB COMMAND, AS riUMAIIII.Y LAID UI'OX 
EA1IT1II.V ItUI.EllS AND NATIONS. 

Tho change of expression in the clovonth and twoUth 
versos is observable " Servo tho Lord," or Jehovah, might 
seem to have respect to Him as on absolute Sovereign, 
without regard to any othor porson. But the altontion is 
immediately directed again to tho Son begotten from eternity, 
and sot up in tho Divine purpose ns nnoinlod King on Zion. 
While the Father and tho Son nro thus proclnimod co-equal 
in power aud glory, the highest honour is ascribed to tho 
Son; and Ho is represented as Ho to whom all homage is to 
bo rendered, if men would escape destruction. 

Tho immediate roforonco is obviously, from tho con- 
nection in tho context, to earthly rulors. Kings nnd 
judges, spoken of before, are enjoined to "Kiss tho Son." 
They nro to escapo His -wrath by honouring and obeying 
Him, nnd to seok tho happiness that nrises from sure 
conlidenco in Him. Tho willing submission of civil rulors 
to tho enthroned Hodcomor, and tho dedication of natural 
sovereignty to Him, is a main article of a scriptural 
testimony in all ages — a precious part of tho (l Fnith that 
was once delivered to tho saints." It is required of us 
greatly to voluo it, faithfully to maintain it, nnd transmit 
it unimpaired to future generations. Tho best interests of 
churches nud nations aro concorncd in solemnly professing 
and holding it fast. However unheeded now mny be a 
testimony for tho roynl rights of the Mediator, it will one 
day bo universally acknowledged, und will yet triumph 
ovor all opposition. Nations and rulers should kiss tho 
Son, becauso Christ Jesus, the Mediator, is supreme llultr 
orer nations, and they art accountable to Him. In the eternal 
covonnnt, Ho was set up as King on Zion. He Hint comes 
forth to Jehovah to bo "Hulor in Isrnol," had His "goings 
forth from of old, from ovorlostiug." (Mic. v. l 2.) Among 
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Hiri nugusl titles, Ho isdesignuted "King of nations," and 
"Governor among tho nations." (Jor. x. 7; Vs. xxii. 
*J8.) This sovoroiguty pertains to Him us tlio high rowurd 
of His obedionco unto death. (IIoli. ii. *).) He is "Moduli, 
Prince of tho kings of tho Mirth." (Bov. i. &.) yUpoii 
His vesture and thigh He has u mimu written. King of 
kings, und Lord of lords." (Bov. xix. 1C.) Nations ore 
under law to Christ. IIo organises thorn, assigns thorn 
tho hounds of llivir habitation, seLs up rulora over thoni, 
prescribing them propor qualifications, mid requiring of 
thorn entire submission to His uuthurily. He is oxullcd to 
tho mediatorial throuo, thnt "all people, and nations, and 
languages should servo Him." (Dim vii. 11.) Nation* 
oxial as such only in this world; they uro therefore 
rewarded or punished in tho present lifo according as they 
honour tho llcdcomor and submit to His luw, or disobey 
His commands, and plnce themselves in rebellion against 
Him. lie occupies the scat of supremo dominion, that Ho 
may subvert all opposing power. IIo overturns in suc- 
cession hostilo powers, till Ho come "whoso right it is," 
and it shall be given Him. "Tho nut ion and kingdom 
thnt will not serve thoc shall perish; yen, all those nations 
shall bo utterly wasted." (Isa. lx. 1*2.) 

Tho duty of nations and their rulors in profetttd 
homage ami subjection to the Mediator in all things. Tho 
Divino command, ns addressed to earthly rulers and people, 
is very full nud oppressive : " Kiss tho Son." Auciontly 
this action was tho conventional symbol of respect shown 
to a sovereign, and wus (ho nccopted token of yiolding him 
civil homugo. (1 Sam. x. 1.) Orientals yet kiss the head 
or feet, or the dress of superiors, when they would testily 
toward them rovcrcutiul regard, or profess subjection to 
thoir authority. 4 1 1 is required of all mon, whothor as in- 
dividuuls or organised bodies, Quit thoy honour tho Sou, 

* XtHophon wiyn, "The Persian* were iicciintamcd to lum those 
whom thoy held id honour." firtttiu* Iraturijitot) the erprcmrion — 
" Roccivo nim for your Lord and King." 
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evon as thoy honour tho Fathor. They are to manifest 
heart homage to Him in thoir public spirit and actions. 
Thoy aro required to do Him the highest honour, by giving 
Him the ohiof placo in thoir hearts. Thoy should sot Him 
on tho throne. Princely scoptroa and dindoms aro to bo 
levered to Him; aud to Him, us boiiig nlouo worthy, 
should bo rendered tho uncoust ruined nud ontiro homngo 
of tho heart and life Tho Futhor has put nil in subjec- 
tion undor Him ; and His purpose, clearly revealed in the 
word, ia that Ho should bo universally lovod mid obeyed. 
Tlio truo dignity of nations — tho highest honour of princes, 
aro to rocoivo His law as tho rulo of thoir lives ami oflk-iul 
conduct, aud to subject thomsolvcs to His will in all things. 
In tho day of predicted gladness and blessing to (he 
nations, "Tlio islos shall wait for His law ; " their legisla- 
tion will bo conformed to His word, and the riches and 
glory of tho nations shall be dedicated to tho advancement 
of His glory. 

Suitable expression* of luitiomtf aUegumee aro to be ren- 
dered to tho Hcdcemor. In ancient timed tho kiss was o.\- 
pressivo of devoted attachment and servile obedience. The 
hidden church in tho days of Elijah did not bow the knee 
to Ihial, and their lips did not kiss him. Undor the apos- 
tacy of the ten Iribos it was said, " Lot tlio men that 
sacrilieo kiss tho calves." (Hos. xiii. 2.) In tho early 
fonn of Sabean worship, meu wore accustomed to put their 
hand to their mouth,* as donoting their worshipping the 
host of heaven. (Job xxxi. 27.) Nations and their rulers 
aro under obligation to profess openly nllogiuuce to 
Messiah, tho IVinco. To them is addressed the command — 
" Vow ami i>oy to tho Lord your God." Thoir vow should 
bo full, explicit, and ollorod under tho most solemn sanc- 
tions. In this iiuporluut mutter thoro can bo no divided 
nllegianco. Nations and thoir rulors should, without re- 
Bon*o, yield thomsclvcs and consecrate thoir resources to 



• llcncc in derived the wont athrr— a* from ad, lo, mid o» till' muiitli. 
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tho Mediator, to sorvo Him mid to promote His glory. 
"All pooplo will walk ovory one in the nnino of his 
god; but wo will wnlk in tho nnmo of tho Iiord our God for 
evor and over." (Micnh iv. 5.) A suitable expression of 
national nllcginnco to tho Rudoomor is public cotenanting. 
This wns mndo in limes of enlargement and blessing by 
God's ancient people, under tho old economy, and has 
boon exemplified in cms of rovivnl under tho now. Our 
illustrious fathers aimed, in tho national covenant of 
Stmt land, nnd solemu league of tho thrco kingdoms, to 
give tho fullest expression of national nllogianco to Christ 
and His truth. Those momornblo deeds wero justly do- 
si gnnled by n noblo martyr the " marriage tio " between 
tho onlhronod Mediator and tho nation, which no power 
in holl or earth can dissolve * Tho binding obligation of 
theso covenants still rests on the nation; and they will 
heron ft cr, when fully acknowledged, prove an eminent 
menus of revival and blessing. " People and tho king- 
doms" shall assemble in joint confederation " to servo tho 
T.ord." '• Five cities in Egypt land shnll swear to tho 
Lord of hosts," "yea, they shnll vow a vow unto tho 
Lord, and shnll perform it." (Ps. cii. 22; Isa. xix. 18, 21.) 
And at tho promised period of national repentance and 
restoration, " tho children of Israel shall come, they and 
the children of Judah together, going nnd weoping : they 
shnll go, nnd seek the Lord their God. Thoy shall ask 
tho way to Zion with their fnecs thitherward, saying, 
Come, nnd lot us join ourselves to the Lord in a porpotual 
covenant that shall not be forgotten." (Jcr. 1. 4, 5.) 

By national tcorsltip, and removing alt that tcouhl oppose and 
dishonour Him, nations and ralors kiss tho Son. Spiritual 
homngo is duo by princes nnd thoir people to tho Saviour, 
nnd wo nro assured that it will yet bo rondorod to Him. 
"From tho rising of tho sun, evon unto the going down of 
tho snmo, my namo shall bo groat among tho Gon tiles; and 
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in ovory plnoe incenso slioll bo offered unto 1113- name, and 
n pure offering; for my nnmo shall bo groat among the 
heathen, snith tho Lord of hosts." (Mnl. i. 11.) "They 
that dwoll in tho wilderness ahull bow boforo Him; and 
Ilis enemies shall lick tho dust. Tho kings of Tarshish 
and of the isles shall bring presents: the kings of Shobu 
and Seba shall oiler gifts. Yea, nil kings ehnll fall down 
boforo Him : nil nations shall servo Him. And Ho shall live, 
and to Him shull be givon of the gold of Shohu : pmyer also 
shall bo mndo for Him continually; nnd daily shall Ho bo 
praised." (Ps.lxxii. 9- 1 1,15.) This national homngctof'hrist 
the Lord is rendered by framing the constitution of govern- 
ment according to His word, setting up rulers, and onnctiiig 
laws in His nnmo. The Scriptures, (ho stututo-book of 
heaven, aro to bo taken as tho bnsis nnd guide of nil rule — 
legislutivo, judicial, and executive; and it is eminontly 
bofitling that all tho acts of rulers should bo dono in the 
way of express public iicknowlcdginciit of the authority of 
the Governor ntnong tho nut ions, and of invoking- His 
presenco nnd blessing. Provision should bo mndo for the 
national observance of the Sabbath. All open violations of 
tho Lord's day, by the posUollico, railways, and by public 
acts of tho legislature, and of magistrates, supremo and 
subordinate, aro to bo discountenanced nnd disallowed. 
Tho national observance of a day of sacred rest is indispen- 
sablo to the offering of national worship to tho enthroned 
Mediator. Tho original Sabbnth-lnw oxpressly enjoins 
this; for tho duo observance of the Sabbath, by "the 
stranger within tho gates," is the legitimate concern of the 
civil magistrate. Tho right observimco of tho Sabbath by 
notions nnd rulers brings with it nnlionnl blessings; while, 
on tho other hand, Subbuth-brcnkiug communities havo 
over boon vicious, disturbed, and unhappy. Tho notional 
uppoinlmont, loo, of days of fasting, on account of nntioiiiil 
sins nnd public calamities, and of sonsons of thanksgiving 
for deliverances and mercies, exemplifies tho worship which 
nations and rulors render to tho Redeemer, and is 
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frequently followed by public blessings. All idolatrous 
and suporstitious worship should bo discountenanced by 
rulers who profess allegiance nnd subjection to Christ. It 
cannot but bo regarded as a gross iniquity to tnko tho 
Saviour, pledged by oath, us is dono at tho coronation of 
British rulers, to support it. Much may bo dono by 
magistrates— without invading the legitimate provinco of 
conscience— to remove hindrances to true national worship, 
and in supplying scriptural means for instructing tho 
people of n nation of all classes in tho knowledge of God, 
and in leading them universally to render Tlim tho homage 
that is due to His name. 

Tho real bhmng of nation* and their ruler* is found here, 
as they will assuredly undergo Jehovah's wrathful dis- 
pleasure if they refuse and rebel. "Blessed nro all they 
that thus put their trust in Him." Kings nnd people, as 
Israel and Judnh under godly princes, and in reforming 
times, were remarkably delivered from powerful enemies, 
and wove greatly prospered. Small and weak nations hnvo 
hccoino great nnd powerful in (ho way of serving Christ 
and His cause. Geneva and Scotland, in tho times of 
reformation, ami at eras of covenanting, triumphed over 
powerful foes, internal nnd external, and stood forth 
conspicuous us examples to nations in all future ages. 
Britain, when maintaining true Protestantism, and ad- 
vancing the kingdom of Christ, enjoyed peace nnd abun- 
dant prosperity as the fruit of scriptural truth professed, 
and of spiritual blessings conferred. When, ngnin, nations 
have cast off allegiance to Messiah, the Prince, become 
rebellious, or hnvo fostered erroneous and idolatrous 
systems, their glory has departed, and they liavo been 
wasted nnd brought down. It is ever true of nations, 
equally as of individuals: "Them that honour Mo will I 
honour; but they that despise Me shall bo lightly esteemed." 
^1 Sam. ii. 30.) Ungodly rulers nro doomed to disappoint- 
ment in nil their ]>olicy. They are overthrown, cut off, 
and perish. AVlien Jehovah, whom they contcmuod, in 
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nngry, and His wroth is onkindlod, thoir powor is brokon, 
nml themselves destroyed. "Ho shall judge nmong tho 
hoalhon, Ho shall fill tho places with tho doad bodies; Ho 
shall wound tho heads over many countries." (Ps. ex. C.) 
If rulore and nations would escape this destruction, and 
realise nnlional prosperity and Messing, thoir Iruo and 
highest interest is by professed homage and subjection, 
suitable expressions of allegiance, nml puro national 
worship, to kiss the Son, giving Him continually the 
honour which is duo unto His nnmc. 

II. TllK COMMAND AND W.VllNINCi CONSIDKIIKD AS ADDRESSED 
TO ALL WHO UEAll TllK (lOSrBL. 

Tlio command strongly presents before us the illustrious 
object as worth}' of all do voted homage and honour. He 
is oxhibitod as — 

The Son, our Dirt'ne, alt-sufficient Saviour. Tho original 
designation hero employed (/far) is peculiar and signifi- 
cant. Instead of the ordinury word for son (lieu), which 
means 0110 that builds up a house, this is taken from a 
root winch signifies to create, and plainly refers to His 
Godhead, as tho only-bogotlen of the Father. He is tlio 
otornnl Son of God — tho Father's own prop or Son. So 
did iho Jows regard thn Messiah promised, when our Lord 
was manifested in tho flesh. (Matt. xxvi. C3; Mark xvi. 16; 
John i. *I0.) In His true eternal Godhead lies tho only 
foundation of all the worship and obedience that are 
claimed by the Saviour, and that are yielded to Him by 
angels or men. A Divino person nlono cano snvo us. 
Tho object of heart-felt trust and coulidcnco must be |ws- 
scsscd of all the attributes of Deity, unci havo the " fulness 
of tho Godhead dwolling in Him." "This is tho record, 
that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in 
His Son. He that hath tho Son hath life." (1 John 
v. 11, 12.) Lifo in Christ is lifo in n Divino-huinnu 
porson. Like tho Apostle, every believer may say, " Tho 
life which 1 now live in tho flesh, T livo by the faith of 
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tho Son of God, who lovotl mo, und gave lliuuwlf for ine." 
(Gal. ii. 20.) 

Wo kiss tho Son when ire are brought through Him into 
a state of reconciliation. Tho kiss in tho token of quarrels 
boing terminated, mid peuuo and friendship roslorcd. 
Thus Esau embraced Jncob when thoy mot together after 
tho Divine manifestation ut Poniol. (Gon. xxxiii. A.) Tlio 
father mooting tho prodigal us ho roturnod from tho for 
country, ran und foil on his nock and kissed him, in token 
of entire forgiveness und full restoration to favour. Christ 
Jesus is tho only way of reconciliation bctwoon God mid 
tho sinnor. Ho is tho Daysman and Mediator of tho 
covenant — our stable nnd fissured pcaco. As wo draw 
near to God through Him, wo lay down tho weapons of 
our hostility, and nro reconciled through His blood. We 
lako hold of His strength, nnd make peace with God. Wo 
onter into n lcaguo of pcrpotual friendship with Him; nnd 
whilo wo coino to Him as reconciled and reconciling tho 
world unto lliinbelf, tho enmity on our part is slain. The 
woman that " was a sinner," when aha approached tho 
Saviour in token of lior fnitli, and as tho oppression of hor 
humility and devoted attachmont, kissed His foot, washed 
them with her tears, and wiped them with hor hair. So 
do we coino to Jesus and attest our lovo to Him and con- 
lidouco in Him. Tho reconciliation begins on His part, 
nnd tho sonso of it is imparted to tho soul by tho ronowed 
discoverios of His condescending lovo. The languago of 
tho heart in coming to Jesus nnd receiving the atonoment 
is, "Lot Him kiss mo with tho kisses of His mouth: for 
Thy lovo is hotter than wine." (Song i. 2.) 

Tho action is that of heart-fell adoration. Possessod of 
true and proper Divinity, the Sou is entitled to all worship 
and honour. Angels of light adore Hi in. Tho church 
univorsnl is commanded to worship Him us hor Lord. (Ps. 
xlv. II '^ u0 rnnsomod on earth and hoaven sing tho 
now song, ascribing tho highest homage to tlio Lamb 
who stands in tho midst of tho throne; whilo holy angels 
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willingly uuito in offering to Him oxultant praise. "\Vo 
lcnrn to sing two now song horo in offoring frequent praises 
to tho Lamb, and nro thus prepared to sing it in glory. 
Whon tho Apostlo, assailed by tho messonger of Satan, 
"prayed tho Lord tlirico," ho received tho memorable 
usaurnuco, intended for nil limes and circumstances, " My 
graco is sufficient lor tlioo; for my slrcngth is made perfect 
in weakness." (2 Cor. xii. 9.) Tho expression of faith and 
lovo, when tho Saviour's condescend in g graco is displayed, 
nml unbelief is forgivon, is the uttcrnueo of tho doubting 
disciplo : " My Lord, und my God." (John xx. 28.) And 
in lifo and at death tho most appropriate act of confidence 
mid desire is that of Stephon resigning the soul nnd its 
undying interests into tho Saviour's hands : " Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit." Wo kiss tho Son not only by making 
Him our way to tho Futhor, but likewiso by regarding 
Him ns tho direct object of adoration and praise. 

Obedience to the command is *howu in supreme lore to 
the Saviour. Tho kiss is tho nccoptod symbol of truo direc- 
tion. Thus does a mothor give froquout expression to her 
tendor feelings toward hor child; nnd thus tho lovo of the 
heart is monifesto<t towards cudoare<l frionds in lifo and fit 
donlh. Christ Jesus is precious to all that belicvo ; tho 
centro of thoir affections; tho great object to thorn of 
spiritual desire and delight. When tho Spirit sheds 
abroad in I ho heart tho lovo of tho unseen Saviour, wo 
lovo Him with ovory kind of lovo in the highest dogreo— 
with esteem, gratitude, and complacency. AVo lovo Him 
with the wholo heart, aud abovo all othor objocls in heaven 
nnd earth. Tho lovo of saints to Christ is tho strongest 
conjugal affection that brooks no rival, and is over jealous 
of any distraction or decay. Tho lovo of Christ "constrains 
us "—acts with concentrated force, nnd impels us to con- 
stant dovotcdness of life to His service. " Jinny waters 
cannot qiioiich lovo, nor can tho Hoods drown it: if a nmu 
would give all tho substuueo of his house for love, it would 
ultorly be contemned." (Songviii. 7.) The distiiiguiskiii 
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trait of tlio ronowcd chornctor is this constant spiritunl 
nffcction toward Christ and all that is Ilis. In tho 
languago of John Newton ; " Thoro is no boliovor who 
docs not desire to lovo Christ as tho angels do; and who 
docs not daily lament that ho can lovo Him so littlo!" 
Tho Saviour, who is jealous of tho lovo of His people's 
hearts, ever addresses to thorn tho individual inquiry, 
"Lovest thou Mo?" Our appropriate rosponso should 
always be : " Thou, who knowost all things, knowest that 
I love Thee." (John xxi. 17.) 

Tins supremo lovo to Christ and heart- felt trust in 
Tlim is shown in frequent solemn towing and true devoted- 
nnt of life. In coming to Christ, wo tako hold of tho 
covenant of redemption, and enter into a sacred leaguo of 
friendship with Him. Wo swear fealty to Him, and pledge 
to Him tho homage of our hearts and lives. As Samuel 
kissed Saul when ho anointed him king, and as Jonathan 
and David in purling, with tokens of tho strongest affec- 
tion, made a mutual covenant to confirm their friendship, 
so do we bind ourselves to tho Beloved. "Wo vow to Him, 
as our only Lord and Master, to take on us His yoke, givo 
ourselves up to bo ruled by His laws, to bo disposed of by 
His providence, and to bo entirely devoted to His service. 
Our whole work is a service of lovo to Christ, as tho high 
reward which Ho gives to His servants is the bestowal 
of condescending tokens of His special favour. This is 
tho comfort and joy of truo servants of God, while they 
nro employed in the arduous and difficult parts of thoir 
Master's work; and this is not unfrcquontly the blessing 
that rests on their work at its closo. The sacred historian 
records of Moses that "ho died thoro in tho land of Moab, 
according to tho word of tho Lord." (Deut. xxxiv. 5.) Tho 
Hebrew expression is literally, "at tho mouth of tho Lord," 
which. Jowish writers say, means "by tho kisses of tho 
Lord," intimating that tho person and work of His servant 
was accepted, and that in death ho enjoyed special tokens 
of tho lovo of God, and had ministered to liim an abundant 
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entrance into His everlasting kingdom. Thus, in vowing 
to tho Lord, wo rondor Him Uio lovo of Lho honrt, and tlio 
joyful service of tlio lifo; and thus, in life and death, wo 
realise tho high privilogo of accccptanco and peculiar 
favour. 



HI. The rlessing of trusting in Him, and the 

WARNING TO THE IWJIKMKVIXU. 

"Lest yo porish from tho way; when Ilis wrath is 
kindled hut a little: blessed aro nil they that put their 
trust in Him." 

This proclaims Christ Jesus, our enthroned King, the 
only object of heart-felt trust. His name is Johovah of hosts, 
His peoplo's covenant God. To Him pertains all power, 
grace, and salvation. His unfailing promises aro all yea 
and anion in Him. He has all fulness for supplying all 
tho wants of His redeemed, and this is ever accessible and 
inexhaustible. With the heart wo bolievo in this precious 
Saviour, and appropriate nis salvation. Wo trust not in 
princes, and havo no confidence in tlio llcsli. "Happy 
nlono is tho man who has the God of Jacob for his help." 
(Fs. cxlvi. 3, 5.) Our most important duty is to "trust in 
tho Lord for over, for in lho Lord Johovah is everlasting 
strength." (Isa. xxvi. •!.) And this trust is, at tlio sumo 
timo, our highest privilogo. "I will trust and not bo 
afraid, for tho Lord is my strength and my song; Ho also 
is become my salvation." (Isa. xii. 2.) 

This is true living faith and joyful hope. Faith in Christ 
is not mcro belief in a testimony — it is appropriation of n 
Person, and confidonco reposed in Him. Such was Abra- 
ham's fnith whon "ho boliovod God, and it was counted 
to him for righteousness." Wo trust in tho shadow of 
Jehovah's wings. We ombrnco, as most suited to us, His 
Person, righteousness, and proiniso. Wo confido in His 
power, grace, love, and seasonable help. Tho Saviour is 
made known to us, as not only our strong Rock to shelter 
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in nml build upon, but likowiso as our suro oud blessed 
Hop© for llio future Embracing Him by faith, Ho is 
"Christ within us, tlio hopo of glory." (Col. i. 27.) Tho 
grnco of God that bringcth salvation effectually toadies 
us to forsako hiii. mid to livo soborly, righteously, and 
godly, "looking for thut blessed hopo, and tho glorious 
appearing of (be great God cmd our Saviour Jesus 
Christ." (Titus ii. 11.) Thoy nru blessed who havo thoir 
hope, ns nu anchor of tho soul, within tho veil, "sure 
nnd stciidfnst, whithor tho Forerunner has for us entered." 
(Ileb.vi. 1!>.) 

The}' who trust and bono in Christ nro U**ud in the 
day oficrath, te/tta other* are aid off and perish. Evon when 
His wmth soon burn** tho righteous uro safe. The 
objocls of Divino vongeaneo either perish by the way, and 
nro cut down boforo they reach tho proposed end, or thoy 
perish /row tho way, ns they meet tho doom of backsliders 
and apostates. " The ways of tho Lord are right, and the 
just shall walk in (hem : but tho tramgre*tor* ^'oll fall 
therein" (Hos. xiv. 0.) "\Vhilo hypocrites aro rejected, and 
apostates and transgressors aro destroyed, tho righteous 
nro preserved in perilous times, and a marked distinction 
is put between thorn and tho onoinics of tho King. They 
aro blessed in making God their refuge. Ho is their 
stronghold in (rouble, and thoir pavilion in tho evil day. 
They arc saved from tho wrath to come. They nro sealed 
in their foreheads when others around them are cut off. 
and tho commissioned instruments of vongeaneo aro for- 
biddon to como near thorn. However cli listened of the 
Lord, they arc exempted from tho doom of tho ungodly. 
Thoro is no poison in thoir cup of suffering. Tho afflictions 
allotted to them nro not penal or wrathful. Thoy yield to 



* Tho Hebrew i* tlttu* mure tniilnblr rcudered. The adverb refer*, 
rattier to the time, than to the intensity of Jchuruh'ei niigvr. Properly 
Bjicukiuy, if God's wrath u excited nt all, it i« Dot n tittle, but greatty 
tMikindlitl. 
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llioni afterward "the pcaccnblo fruits of righteousness." 
In tho linnd of tho Spirit, thoy promote thoir snnctificnt ion, 
and confer a meotness for tho heavenly inheritance. 
"Light and momentary," thoy work out "a far more 
exceeding, oven an eternal weight of glory." (2 Cor. iv. 17.) 
Tho " trial of (heir fnith being much more precious than 
of gold that pcrishcth, though it ho tried with fire, is 
found unto praiso and honour and glory, at the appearing 
of Jesus Christ." (1 Pot. i. 7.) 

This blessedness belongs to all who trurt in tho God of 
salvation. Emphatically is it declared — " Blessed aro all 
that put thoir trust in Him;" — all that aro gnthored to 
Christ in every age, from whatever lnnd, whatever was 
their previous state, bond or free, ignorant and dograded, 
however weak their faith, or imperfect thoir attainments, 
whothor in prosperity or adversity, whether in lifo or 
death. For nil the work and trials of lifo there is a 
Saviour suitable and all-sufficient ever near, adapted to all 
tho diversified cases of His people, mighty to save, full of 
compassion and tender mercy and unchangeable. All aro 
welcomed to como to Christ, and, leaning on Him and 
trusting in Him, to enjoy this blessedness. 

This is tho great rnd of iff I Die hit ordinance — this tho 
saint's portion and reward in death and throughout 
eternity. Tho original term is most cxpressivo: "0 tho 
blessednesses! " As if language was in adequate to declare 
how numerous, great, and excellent are tho blessings 
which constitute tho inheritance of tho saints. Tho IJiblo 
throughout represents them as adapted to man's moral 
nature, and fitted to satisfy its largest desires. Doliovers 
enjoy throughout lifo tho happiness of trusting in good- 
ness infinite, in mercy and love unfathomable, and in 
power and faithfulness that arc unchangeable and un- 
failing. Their lotter end is poaco, nnd death to them, 
come it when or how it may, is unspenkablo gain. Their 
eternal slate is tho consummation and perfection of this 
blessedness. It is a crown, a kingdom, a great recom- 



310 THE DUTY AXD BLESSEDNESS OF 

ponso of reward. Thoy are glorified together with Christ. 
Soparntcd from all evil, tiiid nil their onomios destroyed, 
thoir's nro fulness of joy, nnd rivers of pleasure at God's 
right hand for ovomioro. 

Is Coxclusiox. 

Greatly should wo desire to realise Ifa importance of this 
hading article of our father's testimony, and earnestly should tee 
contend for it. The royal Headship of the Redeemer is a 
fundamental truth, tho most comprehensive— fitted, accord- 
ing as it is embraced nnd applied, to elevate and purify 
every relation in life, nnd to bless society. Tho banner 
which our fathers nobly unfurled, "For Christ's crown and 
covonant," is worthy to bo grasped with firm hands, and 
displayed aloft against all opposition. It will ono dny 
assuredly triumph. Submitting oursolvos to the sceptre of 
Frinco Messiah, nnd kissing tho Son ourselves, we should 
seek to bring others to submit to Him and obey Him. Tho 
true interest of nations nnd their rulers is to ncknowlodgo 
tho dominion of tho Mediator. Abundant blessings thoy 
can only expect as they own His nuthority, and lnbour for 
the establishment of His kingdom. Soon as this great 
principle shall universally triumph, and men shall ovory- 
whore, in loving submission nnd holy obedience, kiss tho 
Son, " tho glory of tho I*ord shall bo rovcalcd and all 
llesh shall soo it together." "Tho mountains shall bring 
peace to tho people, and tho littlo hills by righteousness." 
"Men shall bo blcssod in Christ, and all nations shall call 
Him blessod." 

lio concerned lent- you perish in or from the teay. " Why 
will yo die?" Is thoro any roason to satisfy you why you 
should porish ? Your enso, if you rofuso to kiss tho Sou — 
to boliovo on Him, embraco Him, swear allogianco to 
Him, nnd oboy Him — is desporato and hopoloss. Romain- 
ing in such a stato of ignornnco, unboliof, and robollion — 
whothor you are in tho way of a profession or out of it — you 
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must parish. Wkilo you continue thus, God will not eavo 
you. Tho remedy provided will not avail you, so long ns 
you keop at a distauco from Him on whom is laid nil tho 
sinner's holp. Ho that boliovoth not shall not soo lifo, but 
tho wrath of Qod abidoth on him. Ho is condomnod 
alroady, bocnuso ho hath not boliovod in tho uamo of tho 
only-begotten Son of God. Bo oxhorlcd, thou, to (loo now 
from tho wrath to como. Throw away tho weapons of your 
rob oil ion, and huston to sook tho pcaco and reconciliation that 
aro through tho blood of tho cross. Mako Christ Himsolf 
all your wuy to God and to licavon, and you cannot porieh. 
Tho " wayfaring man, though a fool, shall not orr," and 
tho "rodoomodof tho Lord walk thoro." Sook ovor the 
blessedness of them who trmtin Zion y s King. Eurncstlydo wo 
dosiro it for you. Tho Tjonl is tlioir suro dofonco — thoir 
Hock and Rofugc — thoir all-sufliciont Help. Ho is thoir 
infaltiblo Guido in lifo, thoir almighty supjiort in death, 
and tho fulfilment of all thoir hopes throughout eternity. 
Tho certain way of roalisingalt this iscluld-liko, constant 
trust in tho Author of otorual salvation. " Tho Lord God 
is a sun and shield. Tho Lord will givo grnco and glory ; 
no good thing will Ho withhold from thorn that wnlk 
uprightly. Lord of hosts! blessed is tho man that 
truBtoth in Thoo." (Ps. lxxxiv. U, 12.) AVo closo in 
Iho loving and weighty words of Newton — "My heart wishes 
you tho possession of thoso principles which would support 
you in all tho changes of lifo, and mako your dying pillow 
comfortable. Aro you unwilling to bo happy ? or can you 
bo happy too soon ? Many persons aro now looking upon 
you who onco woro us you now aro. Try to pray for 
yoursolf; our God is assuredly in tho midst of us. His 
gracious onr is attontivo to ovory suppliant. Sook Him 
whilo Ho is to bo found. Josus died for sinners, mid Ho 
has said. " Him that comoth to Mo, I will in no wiuo cast 
out." Ho is likowiso tho Author of that faith by which 
alouo you can como rightly to Him. If you ask it of Him, 
Ho will givo it you ; if you seok it iu tho menus of Hie 
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appointment, you shall assuredly find. If you rofuHO this, 
thoro ronminoth no moro sacrifice for sin. If you nre not 
saved by fnith in His blood, you nro lost for ever. '0 kien 
the Son, lest Ho bo angry, nnd you perish from the way, if 
His wrath bo kindled, yoa, but a littlo. Blessed nro nil 
they tlint put their trust in Him.' " 



THE 

EXALTATION OF CHRIST THE FRUIT 
OF HIS COMPLETED SUFFERINGS. 

1*6auc ex. 7— "He iJmll drink of tho brook in the way; therefore 
iihnll He lift up the liend." 

The Saviour, when about to nscond to glory, declared that 
■' jVII things must bo fulfilled which were writtou in tlio law 
of Moses, in tho prophets, and in the psalms concerning 
Him." (Luke xxiv. -II.) Much of ancient prediction had 
been accomplished concerning the Messiah promised, in 
His obedience and sufferings nnd death ; much would yet 
be accomplished in ITis oxnltnt ion-glory, and His extensivo 
mediatorial dominion. It is observable that some of tho 
most sublime nnd expressive of David's psalms — such as 
tho forty-fifth, the sixty-seventh, tho scvonty-second, and 
part of the ono hundred and eighteenth — arc full of tho 
glory of Christ's Headship and universal authority nnd 
government. In none of tho psalms are these more 
expressively declared than in this hundred nnd tenth' psalm. 
This brief but most significant and comprehensive ode 
is throughout an illustrious prophecy concerning tho 
Saviour's mediatorial dignity — His kingdom and subjects, 
His Priesthood, sufferings, triumph, nnd subsequent 
glory. It has sometimes been styled "David's Chebd." 
It contains a compend of tho great articles of tho believer's 
faith, on which depend tho church's life, safety, nnd full 
establishment and glory. In tho New Testament it is 
frequently quoted by our. Lord Himself, nnd by nis 
Apostles, nnd applied to His state of exaltation; nnd in 
proof of His eternal Godhead and mediatorial power, nnd 
of Uio subjection of all things to His royal dominion. In 
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tho commencement of tho psalm the Rodoomor is soon en- 
throned nt tho Father's right hand, reigning till all 
enemies shall become His footstool. Then it is shown how 
this is of rooted, and a vivid viow is presented of tho 
Redeemer's powerful work on earth in saving His pooplo 
and destroying their onomics. Tho Lord Bonds out tho 
"rod of His strength" — tho word accompanied by tho 
energy of tho Spirit. Thon a peoplo that nro tho Lord's 
becomo " willing in tho day of His powor." Thoso come 
as "volunteers," or ns "froo-will oiForings," in a day of 
muster, or of the manifestation of spiritual powor. Thoy 
appear "in tho beauties of holiucss " — numerous, vigour- 
ous, and refreshful, liko dow from tho womb of tho 
morning. Thus all who nro subdued to tho scoptro of 
Clirist nro to ITiin a praiso and glory in tho earth. Then, 
ns declaring how this illustrious work is efFcctod, the 
Redeemer is exhibited invested with a royal priesthood. 
To II im it is said — "Thou nrt a priest for over, after 
the order of Melchizedee." And bocauso tho possession of 
this high dignity by the Mediator is, whether as it concerns 
Jehovah's glory or man's salvation, a matter of transcen- 
dent importance, He is said to bo made a priest with an 
oath, and tho ollico to be '' intrausmissiblo " * and ovorlast- 
ing. Ho reigns invested with supremo powor and author- 
ity, nnd can thus abundantly confer what Ho asks for His 
people ns their Intercessor in hoavon. As Ho canios 
into uccoinplishmont His purposo of lovo, and gatliers 
together a willing people, Ho oxecutos vengoance upon 
onomics. All opposition to Mossiah's universal dominion 
must bo brought down — ovory powor liostilo to tlio 
churcli's salvation must bo taken out of tho way and 
destroyed. "He shall judgo among tho heathen ; He shall 
fill tho places with tho dead bodies ; Ho shall wound the 
heads over many countries." (Ver. 6.) This is tho strange 
work of the enthroned Mediator in tho earth — that which 

" Thiii u tho proper rendering of tho original opt the t in Hob. HI. 2-1. 
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ITo ovor porforms, while Ho collects jowols for His crown, 
and as Ho extends and establishes His kingdom. 

Then, in conclusion, in tho briof but most coinprc- 
honsivo statement contained in tho toxt, tho way in which 
tho Redeemer shall offect His high designs, and achiovo His 
glorious victory, is omphnticnlly declared. Tho foundation 
of His extensive dominion is laid in His cmbittorcd and 
continual sufferings. His oxaltntion and triumph aro 
the reward guaranteed in covonant for His work of painful 
endurance and boundless merit. " Ho shall drink of tho 
brook in tho way ; thcroforo shall Ho lift up tho head." 

Wo hnvo each tho deepest and most solemn porsomil in- 
terest in this momentous matter. Called as wo tiro this 
day to commemorate tho Saviour's sufferings and death, 
wo should look upon Him whom wo havo pierced ; and, 
considering tho greatness and intonsity of His soul-ngony, 
wo should rojoico in His exaltation-glory. Into thoso 
sublimo mysteries holy angels ovor desire to look. AVo, 
who aro by naturo fallen and miserable, havo a fur deeper 
interest in them than thoy. Taught by the Spirit, we may 
seo in tho sufferings of tho Saviour our sins atoned for, 
our enemies conquered, all our trials u us tinged, difficulties 
and dangers overcome, and death itsolf changed into a 
friend and rendered unspeakablo gain. In His exaltation 
wo may behold tho certain plod go and assurnuco given us 
that wo shall hereafter sit and roign with Christ, and shall 
share His victory and glory for ovor. Wo shall consider — 

I. The Saviour's humiliation' as exuiuited dy His 

DRINKING THE DltOOK IN' THE WAY. 

The languago of tho text is figurntivo, but eimplo and 
dcoply expressive By ovnngolical expositors it hns been 
genorally understood to refer to tho victories of tho Cap- 
tain of salvation ovor all His and His pooplo's enemies. 
Tho "brook" hns been taken to denote the blood of ad- 
versaries copiously poured forth as a stream to fill tho way, 
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and the conqueror so drinking it ns (o refresh nnd satiate 
nml delight himself in their destruction. Or, impelled by 
tho eager desiro of a warrior, ho is represented as pursu- 
ing his conquests with such enger impotuosity that ho 
only snatches tho momentary refreshment presented in tho 
way, nnd immediately lifting up his head, again ho 
marches forward to final victory. Tho objection to this 
exposition is that it is only li repetition of what hns been 
already said in relation to the Mediator judging among tho 
heathen, wounding the head of enemies, and filling tho 
places with their slaughtered carcases. Tho subject inoy 
be better rcgnrdod as a most vivid nnd significant repre- 
sentation of the Saviour's sufferings and exaltation, nnd of 
the sure and perfect salvation of His pcoplo. Tho " way" 
is all that through which (ho Redeemer had to pass in His 
inenmnte state from earth to heaven. It is tho sorvico 
which Ho came to fulfil, with all the labours and trials 
which He had to undergo, till TIo should enter His glori- 
ous rest. Tho "brook" symbolized the affliction whoso 
bitter waters He wns called to drink till He fully oxhnusted 
them, nnd left none remaining. The "lifting up of tho 
head" refers to ITis emerging out of His painful trials, and 
His ex nl tat ion to glory. There aro therefore presented 
hero, in tho most condensed and cxpressivo terms, tho 
Saviour's wondrous abasement and His subsequent glory; 
and we have nt the snmo time emphatically declared tho 
connection of the one with tho other. Let us, seeking tho 
guidance of the Spirit, solemnly pondor theso high my- 
steries of salvation. May wo learn to mix faith with tho 
hearing of tho word, so ns to havo fellowship with tho 
Saviour in His sufferings, and may rejoice in His oxnlta- 
tiun nnd completed victory! 

Tho "way" in which tho Saviour drank of tho brook 
is the fulfilment of Jli* Surely-undertaking which lay between 
Him and glory. This wns marked out in sovereign wisdom, 
in the stipulations of tho covenant of redemption. Ho 
willingly beenmo Suroty, nnd engaged His heart to draw 
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nonr to God in behalf of fullon, npostnto sinners. (Jcr. xxx. 
21.) Ho wns "sot up from ovorlusting," (Frov. viii. 23). 
in tlio full viow of u life of Buffering, and a donlh of 
ignominy undor tho curse. Ho uudortook tho siuuor's 
despornto case. Ho enmo to do llio Futhor's will. When 
Ho ontercd us u boud-sorvnnt on tho work of lowly obedi- 
once, He said — "Thus it bohovoth us to fuliil nil righte- 
ousness." (Mat. iii. 15.) Having volunturily assumed (lit* 
sinner's place in luw, Ho wus, nil the time He wns on 
earth, a sin-bearer^ mid wns, in conscquouco, an abased 'sufferer. 
His earthly life wns ono of humble, sustained, sinless 
obedience. Hit) whole wuy, nl every step, wns miirked by 
sorrow nnd privuliou, mid ciubittered trial. He had to pass 
through tho wildorness, and through scenes of conflict, in 
tho road to tho heavenly crown. Ho caino in closo con- 
tact with diversified troubles, and wns conversant with 
manifold nnd so voro nil lie lions. He humbled Himself, and 
became obedient unto death, oven the shameful, ncoui^L-d 
death of crucifixion. It " behoved Christ to sulfur these 
things, nnd to enter into His glory." 

This wny teas that of our salvation, and of all the obstacles 
that beut U. Christ Jesus, in His whole undertaking nnd 
work of obedionco, ncted us n public Person. Ho volunturily 
beenmo our Surety in tho cuvonnnt. Tho obedionco which 
Ho ufforod wns substitutionary ; tho troubles Ho en- 
countered wore for us. Tho redeemed hud to tnivel 
through this world as a "great nnd terrible wilderness," 
on their wny to tho land of promise. Wo must puss 
through tiro and water before we eun reach "tho wealthy 
place" in glory. Enemies of various kinds nre to bo en- 
countered, and nil sorts of inlcrpoaing obstucles bar our 
entrance into rest Wo are in continual danger of being 
overcome and destroyed. Of ourselves wo never am puss 
over tho swollen brook that runs in the wny. Tho Captain 
of salvation required to bo at our head to go before us and 
lend us on— to level nnd remove obstructions, to light nil 
our buttles, to guide us so I hut we might not fenr or turn 
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nsido, and to bring us without fail to glory. (Tea. lv. 4 ; 
Ileb.ii. 10.) 

The brook in tho way respects especially all the indigm- 
titt and trial* which the Eodcemor tneounttrtd from the 
world, and endurtd from the paietr* of darincu. Tho imago 
is not, as our English term would seem to suggest, a 
streamlet failing in tho drought of summor. Bather it 
refers to a swelling torrent — a river oulnrged by abundant 
rain, or tho melting snows— deep, impetuous, and over- 
flowing. '* My brethren have dealt deceitfully as a brook, 
and ns tho stream of brooks they pass away." Tho indigni- 
ties and trinls from tho world to which tho Redeemer was 
exposed were manifold and severe. Ho was met every- 
where with the world's fierce and inveterate enmity. He 
was opposed by tho wicked at every step, and in every 
part of His undertaking. Ho " endured great contradiction 
of sinners against Himself." Tho " reproaches of them 
that reproach God" were cast upon Him. Ho was 
*' despised and forsaken of men," and " as one from whom 
was the hiding of faces."* (Isn. liii. :).) He was reviled and 
blnsphemed. II is own to whom He came received Him 
not. Jew and Gentile combined agniust Him in eveiy part 
of His work on earth ; Ho was exposed to tho concentrated 
hostility of the world. Tho powers of darkness actuated 
their instruments — wicked men to circumvent and destroy 
Him. When He ontered on His public ministry, Ho was 
led into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. Though 
the adversary was foiled at tho time, Ho forsook Him only 
" for a season." During His life of spotless obedience, tho 
prince of darkness made repeated onsets on the Captain of 
salvation; and His last sufferings wore aggravated from 
His having to endure "the hour and power of dark- 
ness." His whole life on earth was n scene of suffering 
mid complicated sorrow. At ovory advancing step, Ho 
came in contact with some fresh brook — He needed to 

■ So may the original be more exactly rendered. 
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go into and pass through somo overflowing nnd thrca ton- 
ing torront. 

The brook running in tho way was omiuontly ifo wraih 
of Ood excited agaimt Him on account of our tin*. This dread 
infliction mot tho Redeemer in every part of His way. He 
was " inado a cureo for us, that Ho might redeom us from 
thecurso of tho law." (Gnl. iii. 13.) Tho wrath of Ood 
against tho wickod is frequently likened to on impetuous 
torrent, which flows on till they aro destroyed. " His oyos 
shall sco his destruction, and ho shall drink of tho wmtli 
of tho Almighty." (Job xxi. 20.) Tho wrath which tho 
Substitute endured rosoinblod tho brook flowing near tho 
temple, into wliich was cast nil the refuse of tho sacrifices ; 
in which wcro collected, as it were, all filthy and accursed 
things. This tho suffering Saviour wns required to pass 
over. Ho hod to drink to the dregs tho overflowing cup 
of tho Father's wrath which wns put into II is hands. TIo 
know, ns nono other could possibl}* know, tho full power 
of God's wrath. The floods came into Flis very soul. Ho 
"sunk in tho mire, and caino into tlio deep waters where 
there was no standing." (Vs. lxix. 2.) Tho Saviour had 
to endure tho overflowings of wrath, in the way of entering 
into glory, for Himself and for His people. " It beenmo 
Him, by whom aro all things, and for whom are nil things, 
to mnko tho Captain of salvation perfect through suffer- 
ings." Ho had to moot, pass ovor, and remove out of the 
way this brook beforo He could receive His reward, or 
proparo tho way for tho ontmuco of the redeemed to glory. 
Among the Saviour's last words on tho cross was the try, 
" I thirst;" nnd it is recorded that His enemies, in fulfil- 
ment of unci out prediction, gnvo Hi in " gall to drink, for 
His thirst wns great." On His wny to Gcthseinane, 
when His great agony begun, Ho passed tho brook 
JCidron — the nam© means Hack. He crossed in sorrow 
tho black, noisomo brook in tho way,— emblematical 
this of tho full torrent of wrath which no wns shortly 
to meet and exhaust. The cup which the Father guvo 
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Him to Ariiik was liUod with nil hitter ingredionts. The 
tremendous ngony which Christ willingly oudurod was in- 
dispensably required thut Ho might outer into His glory, 
mid Unit wo might bo saved from wrath through Him. 
There could bo no deliveranco for us from uvoiigiiifc 
justice till our vast dubt wns fully pnid : thorc could bo 
no discharge of the Surety from Buffering*, till the claims 
of the violated law hnd been completely nntisfiod. 

Tlic brook in tho wny was, finally, an emblem of death 
in its moU fearful terrors. This wns the penalty threatened 
to bo ex noted undor tho brohon covonaut. Death under 
the curse wns the doom pronounced 11x1011 tho transgressor. 

" Bio ho— or homo abler nuut 
For him niiHIcii'til miiHOiu pay." 

Tho Saviour encountered death ns " tho King of torrore." 
As going through tho " swellings of Jordan," He cutored 
tho impetuous overflowing waters. Ho pnrtcd and dried 
them up to the ground. Ho oponcd n sccuro pussago for 
His redeemed, mid provided tlint nono of them should be 
cnrric<l down by tho Hood. Tho ark of tho covonuut up- 
lifted has stood before theso waters and dividc<l thorn. 
Death has boon conquorod by tho Lender of tho Lord's 
host ; tho sling luis boon extracted, and only tho shadow 
now remains. 4 AVhilo multitudes that go into tho river 
of death nro east nway on tho shores of a lost eternity, a 
safe mid houournblo pussngo has been proparcd for the 
ransomod of tho Lord. Thoro is no torrent of wrath now 
in tho way botween them and glory. To God's people 
death is a cnlm, poucoful sleop. Christ Jesus has tasted 



" "Tho driuki:ig of tliu bruuk inijtlie* tlmt the wutcr w poured 
nroii ml, mmI flown iuto the mouth. Christ's driukiug the brook 
(leuoictt llio iiuivonwlity of the wroth which llo endured. Il entered 
wit tliu Him, for Ilia soul wns exceeding- tkirrowfu), even unto 
•tenth, and it gnthcred alt about Him. KneompiuMed by cnomic* 
ou over}* aide, and forwikcu of the Father, lie cume iuto deeji 
witter* where tlic floods overflowed Him." (DUhop Reynold*' 
Works, vol. ii., I». I"»C.) 
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donth for ovory ono of tho many sons that aro to bo 
brought homo to glory. For thorn XIo died " tho (loath 
of douths," 80 that ho who boliovoth on Him shall novor 
dio. " In tho way of rightoousnoss Ihoro is lifo, and in 
tho pathway thoreof thoro is no doath." (Frov. xii. 28.) 
In viow of tho Saviour's atoning doath, tho Christian may 
shout in triumph, " doath, whoro is thy sling? gnivo, 
whoro is thy victory ? Thanks bo unto God, who givoth us 
tho victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." (I Cor. xv. 55, 57.) 

For tho Saviour to drink so as fully to exhaust this 
brook of wrath and sufloring, was, Jirst of nil, indis)xn$ably 
needful. " Ought not Christ to sufTor theso things, mid 
enter into His glory? " (Luko xxiv. 2G.) Tho Saviour's 
sufferings woro nocossurily roquirod from His Suroty- 
ongugoinont. Tho sins of His people, which Ho boro on 
His body on tho tree, nooded to bo oxpintod by nn atoning 
sacrifice. " Without shedding of blood thoro is no re- 
mission." Tho curso must bo rolled out of the way ero 
tho redeemed could inherit tho blessing. Christ Josus 
nlono wns nblo to undertake tho sinner's cuso; and having 
bocomo Suroty, it bohovod Him to fulfil tho ongngoniont. 
His doath uudor tho curso was needful to obtain for tho 
saved pnrdou, pcaco, and all blessing. Through His 
into duo and complicated sufferings tho curso is now rolled 
uwuy, and tho drond tokens of Divino wrath havo disap- 
peared for ovor. A new and living way into tho holiest 
of all, consocrntod through tho veil of tho Rodoonior's llosh, 
hns been now in ado manifest. 

Ho most willingly entered into Hi* court* of suffering and 
death. Ho wns " straitonod in spirit" till His bloody 
baptism was accomplished. In doing tho Fathor's will 
Ho had intonso delight, yot tho doing of it called Him to 
onduro tho most bitter agony, and to most grievous sulforing 
and sorrow. As Ho plunged into tho swollen torront to 
snvo tho poriHhing, Ho ondurcd tho heavy pressure of tho 
Fathor's wmth, and all its surging billows and waves 
pnssod ovor Him. Under tho sinking of His humanity 
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He cried, " Father, if it be possible lot Ibis cup pass from 
Mo;" — but us Ho know it was morally impossible for Him 
to bo exempted from suffering 1 , Ho immediately withdrew 
the request and submitted Himsolf to the will of His 
Father— "but if not, not Sly will, but Tliino bo dono." 
So did Ho drink and exhaust, in full resignation and 
tlcsiro, tho cup of iinpnrallelc<1 sufForing, that, liko Samson, 
Ho was refreshed in spirit ovon in His doopest agony. 
(Jud. xv. 18, 19.) " For tho joy thut was sot beforo Him, 
He endured tho cross, despising tho shamo, and is now set 
down nt tho right hand of tho throno of God." (Hob. xii. 2.) 
Willi fortitude find renewed ntrongth Ho endured and 
triumphed in J fix sufferings. Long before His ndvont it 
wns predictod of tho Saviour — " He shall not fail nor bo 
discouraged, till He have set judgment in tho earth." (Isa. 
xlii. -I.) This was fulfilled in His work of obodionco and 
suffering, as it will bo in tho conflicts of His cnuso on tho 
earth. He did not shrink nor recoil from aggravated 
alHictinns. He hid not His face from shamo and spitting. 
In tho full conjidonco of faith, Ho ontercd tho scono of diro 
conilict; nnd with heroic zeal and invinciblo fortitudo, Ho 
stood tho assaults of numorous and powerful enemies. 
•' Ho put on the gurmonts of vongennco, and was clad with 
zeal ns a cloak." (Isa. lix. 17.) In tho pangs of dissolu- 
tion Ho uttered tho loud shout of tho conqueror. As Ho 
drank the lust draught of the brook in tho wny Ho was 
refreshed, liko tho warrior in tho hot pursuit of tho onomy, 
grasping tho victory fully uchioved. Tho Saviour enjoyed 
Divine refreshment all along, in passing through diversi- 
fied affliction. Ho rojoicod in spirit in times of doepest 
abasement ; and a voice from tho oxcollont glory ouco and 
again assured Him of covonant favour and acceptance with 
the Father. And whou Ho was called to enduro tho cross, 
Ho was nuiumtod by "tho joy sot boforo Him "of tho 
blessed rcmilts of His sufferings — in tho Divine glory 
advanced, and millions of sinuors saved for over. 

Tho brook in the way, as drank by the Kedoemor, was 
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entirety and for ever exhatuttd. Made a curse for tliom, Ho re- 
deemed His pooplo from tho cured. By His blood shed, Ho 
quenched, for ovor tho flames of wrath. Ho bore tho sins of 
tho saved on His own body on the tree, and liko tho scape- 
goat of old, He bore thorn for ever nwoy. All the afflic- 
tions of His saints Ho uns tinged — (ho sources of thoir 
sorrows lie dried up. Death is conquered, and swallowed 
up in victory. Thore is now no overflowing' brook in tho 
way of Ziou's travel lore. Tho billows of troublo nro 
assuaged. " Surely in tho floods of great waters they 
shall notcomo nigli unto Him." (Ps. xxxii. G.) The storm, 
and tempest, and wrath havo fully spent their fury upon tho 
Man, Jehovah's fellow. Being in Him as a Hiding Place, 
no storms from heaven, earth, or hell can come nigh us. 
We pass through tho river of death as on dry ground. At 
the Divino command and will the storm is hushed into a 
calm, tho waves that once raged nro still, and with joy wo 
reach tho desired haven. 

II. His KXAi.TATiox-ai.onY. 
"He shall lift vv the head." Tho significant 
action indicates (hot the Sufferer, when II is work in 
finished, has realised joyful reliof from depression and 
dejection. Tho declaration presents tho Saviour exhilar- 
ated in nis sufferings, and conquering when Ho fell. Tho 
connection was immediate and most intimate. Even as a 
suffering Saviour, Ho was "anointed with tho oil of glad- 
ness." Jehovah, tho Father, was the " lifter up of His 
head, and His shield and glory." "(Ps. i". 3.) When 
drinking the ombittcrod cup of wrath, Ho was sustained 
by tho power of Godhead dwelling in I Urn, nnd by tho 
help of tho Father guaranteed to Him in covenant. Tho 
Son glorified tho Father, and was llimsolf glorified by 
Him. Tho work that was given Him to do had its glorious 
completion in tho last sufferings of the ltodcomor. 
•• Through death Ho destroyed Him that had the jwwer of 
death." He annulled His authority for ever, and 
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"dolivorcd them who through fear of dcoth wore all thoir 
lifotimo subject to bondage" (Hob. ii. 11, 15.) 

In His resurrection and exult at ton h glory IIo li f tod Up 
Iho bond. As Ibo Suviour oxpircd oil tho cross Ho " bowed 
tlio bead." His head was luid low in the eopulchro, ond 
tho l>ody tlint sin never defiled slept in death. Tho 
descent into tho gmvo of tho criieilied Saviour was not 
absolutely required for tho completion of His Suroty- 
iindortaking. All wns dono that Divine justico demanded 
when He yielded up tho ghost, nml oxclaimcd with tlio 
shout of n conqueror, " It is fmishod." But that Ho might 
give tho fullest attestation to tlio reality of Ilis death, and 
to show His amazing condescension and lovo toward His 
people, Ho went down to the tomb, and proparc<l tho grave 
of His sninls ns Iho perfumed chamber where tho Lord lay. 
He roso again in calm majesty as death's victor. Ho was 
raised from the dead by tho powor of the Fathor. As tho 
Debtor confined for His people's sins, the Creditor dis- 
charged Him, to attest that tho vast debt had boon fully 
paid, and that henven was satisfied with tho payment. Ho 
41 roso again for our justification." His head, lifted above 
death and tho gravo, was crowned with glory: Ho was 
declnrcd "to be tho Son of God with powor by His 
res ur recti on." (Rom. i. •!.) Most gloriously IIo ascondod 
on high, " leading captivity captive." Tho grandest triumph 
was awarded tho magna ninious Conquoror on His rotum 
from tho hard-fought battle. Thousands of angels honoured 
the risen Saviour, and twenty thousand of tho "chariots of 
God " swelled His train in His ascension to heavon. His 
chosen disciples were astonished onlookers, as tho bright 
cloud received Ilim out of sight, when His hands woro 
uplifted to bless them, and ere Ho had finished tho blessing. 
What wondrous glory u waited tho risen Redeemer as Ho 
passed beyond tho clouds and sat down on His mediatorial 
thro no in tho heavens ! Ho roso as " tho first-fruits " of 
thorn thai slept — tho pledge and model of n future glorious 
harvest. Iu His session at the Father's right hand Ho is 
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Head of all principality and power — supremo ovor ovory 
nnmo that is named in heaven or earth. 

TIo lifts up His liend in exercMng unirertal dominion. 
As tho roward of His moritorious obedience nnd sufferings 
Ho is exalted to universal power nnd authority. "Tho 
hoad of every innn is Christ." (I Cor. xi. 3.) lie is givon 
to bo " Head of the heal hen." Ovor nil principality nnd 
power Ho presides with absolute control ; nnd all things 
throughout tho vnst universe are placed in subjection under 
Him. Ho is tho loving-, life-giving, glorious Head of His 
ransomed church; nnd Ho exorcises supremo dominion 
over all things for Iter benefit. (Eph. i. 22.) Ovor nil hostilo 
powors tho Mediator sways an inconlroUablo sceptre. 
Having conquered them by His death, lie now restrains 
them by His powor, and Ho will ultimately reduce them to 
prostrato subjection. " Then was given Him dominion and 
glory and a kingdom, that nil people, nations, nnd 
languages should servo Him." (Dan. vii. I-l.) Tho 
crowned head of the Redeemer is thus displayed tho 
highest and most glorious in tho universe. His dominion, 
acquired by suffering nnd carried on by successive con- 
quests, will subvert nil that stands opposed to it; and, with 
glory over increasing, will Inst till timo slinll end, nnd 
throughout tho ages of oternity. 

In tho Saviour cowing at lad to judgment His head is 
gloriously lifted up. All judgment has been coin mitt ed to 
tho Son. God "hns appointed a day in which Ho will 
judge the world in righteousness by that innn whom Ho 
hath ordained." (Acts xvii. 31.) "Wo must all appear at 
tho judgment-seal of Christ, that every ono may receive 
tho things done in tho body." (2 Cor. v. 10.) Tho linnl 
judgmont is oininontly designed to bo tho brightest mani- 
festation of tho sovereign authority of tho Mcdintor, for 
clearing up tho mysteries of providence, nnd gloriously 
displaying the grand principles of the Divine moral 
government. It is tho "great day of tho Lord"— tho "day 
of tho revelation of Jesus Christ." It is tho Inst act of 
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His mediatorial dominion in tikis lower world. Ho shall 
then have delivered up the kingdom that was entrusted 
to Him, whou Ho has put down all rule, authority, and 
power. This is tho timo of "tho glorious appearance 
of the great God nnd our Saviour." How illustrious will 
then bo soen tho Saviour who was onco despised and 
rejected of men ! Every oyo shall seo Him, tho church's 
exalted Head, the Lord of ongcls, tho possessor of heaven 
nnd earth. The Babo of Bethlehem, as King of glory, 
now sits on tho throne of universe. Ho who was judged 
nnd condemned at tho bar of wicked man, will bo the 
sovereign Judge of all. His tribunal is exalted above 
tho loftiest thrones of all creatures in licavon nnd oarth. 
From His judgment-seat thoro lies no appeal. When 
His saints, who have mndo a covenant by sncriGcc, arc 
gathered togolher to Him, tho heavens shall declaro His 
righteousness, for God is Judge Himself. (Ps. 1. 5, G.) 

III. — TlIK CONNECTION BETWEEN TIIE S.WIOl'll's DEEr 
AUASEMENT AND HlS LOFTY EXALTATION. 

This is briefly but emphatically stated in tho word 
"Therefore." Because Ho drank of the brook, therefore 
has His head been lifted up. This is tho frequent and 
most emphatic testimony of tho Spirit. "For tho suffer- 
ing of death, Thou hast crowned Him with glory and 
honour, nnd set Him over tho works of thy hands." "He 
humbled Himself; thorefore God also hath highly exalted 
Him." (Hcb. ii. 6; Phil. ii. G.) 

This conned iott teas fettled in the Divino purpose, and 
was tho reiterated subject of prophotic announcement. In 
tho counsels of Trinity — in tho stipulations of the eternal 
covenant — it was ordniucd that, through suffering and 
death, tho Mediator should reach His throne of glory ; 
that, by His atoning sacrifices, tho ransomed of the Lord 
should eliaro His high exaltation, and become heirs of His 
kingdom. Many bright predictions declaro that it is in the 
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way of suffering and donth that Christ and IXis pooplo nro 
exalted to dignity and glory. When tho soul of Messiah is 
i undo an offering for sins, " Ho shall sco His seed, Ho shall 
prolong His days, and tho pleasure of tho Lord shall prosper 
iu His hands." (Isu. liii. 11.) » Thoroforo will I divido 
Him a portion with tho great, and Ho shall divido tho spoil 
with tho strong, beaiuso Ho hath poured out His soul unto 
donth. And Ho was numbered with tho transgressors ; and 
Ho bare tho sin of many, and made intercession for tho 
transgressors." (Isn, liii. 12.) Tho Suviour is givon '*n 
covenant of tho people," as all iU high stipulations meet in 
Him. Ho died under the curso, that Ho might ratify tho 
covenant, and muko its blessings suro to His seed. Ho 
was exalted, that Ho might enjoy tho reward promised Him, 
and dispense nil blessings to tho heirs of salvation. Tho 
decrco has "brought forth" in tho porsonaud work of tho 
Mediator. Prophecy received its full accomplishment in 
tho sufferings of Christ and His consequent glory. "The 
testimony of Jesus is tho spirit of prophecy." 

It is til e connection of merit and reward. Tho Saviour's 
work of obodionco and sufforing was in ovory pnrt meritori- 
ous. Through tho union of tho Divino and human in His 
person, nil His actions hud portaining to thorn transcendent 
merit; and His sufferings woro dosorving of tho highest 
recompense. Ho mngniGcd tho law and mado it honour- 
able. Ho glorified all tho Divino perfections, nnd poured 
tho flood of a high illustration over tho principles of tho 
Divino government. Therefore has Ho obtained tho most 
glorious exaltation. Ho is crowned with glory nnd honour. 
His Head, on which flourish many crowns, is oxalted to 
rulo ovor ongols of light, to bo tho centro of authority and 
praiso of nil tho redeomed, and to linvo concentrated upon 
it tho praises of eternity. 

This glory is, finally, seen in lifting up Ms ptopl*'* head, 
and in their rejoicing for ever in Jlim. It has boon at times 
questioned whothor it is tho bond of tho conqueror that Ho 
lifts up, or that of tho pcoplo for whom Ho onguged in con- 
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flict, and for whom Ho nchiovod tho victory. Tho pornllel- 
ism requires that it should bo understood of tlio former ; 
other passages of tho psalms rofor, in liko terms, to doliver- 
anco effected for tho lottor. (Ps. iii. 3.) " Tliou art my 
glory nnd tho liftor up of mino hond." (Pe. xxvii. 6.) 
" Now shall mino hend bo liftod up nbovo mino enemies 
round about rac." Doth souses may woll bo included in 
tho pregnant plimso in tho toxt. Tho Saviour's exalta- 
tion, ns tho Head of His body, includes tho blossod 
resurrection of all His inomboro, nnd thoir sharing with 
Him in nil His glory. "Wo oro raised up togothor, nnd 
inndo to sit togothor in hoavonly plncos in Christ Josus." 
(Eph. ii. G.) Tho saints nro mndo moro than conquerors, and 
cxnltcd to sit with tho Rcdoomor ti]K>n His throno, ns Ho 
hns overcome, nnd is sot down with His Fnthor upon His 
Throno." (Rov. iii. 21.) Upright mon hIioII have dominion 
in tho morning'. They shnro in nil tho victories of the 
Cnptnin of snlvntion ; nnd, raised from tho dust, and 
triu mphnut over nil onomios, they nro ultimately mndo 
pnrtnkors of nil tho glory of His ovorlnsting kingdom. 
Tho Divine purposo from eternity — tho suro word of 
promise, tho works of God in grnco and providonco— nil 
look forward to this bright consummation. Tho saints made 
perfect, whilo thoy oxult in tho dignity nnd glory of thoir 
blessed nend, arc liko polished jowols set in His mediatorial 
crown, tdiining with effulgent splondour, and reflecting 
His glory for ovor. 

Is Conclusion. 
This subject, first of all, calls us to behold nnd admire 
this humbled nnd exalted Saviour. It is His glory that 
shines forth in every part of tho psalm. Ho is tho Alpha 
nnd Omega of tho church's or cod. That He might 
accomplish tho Pivino purpose, and rodoom lost sinnore to 
God, IIo stooped vory low, ond ondurod foarful sufferings. 
Ho was tho voluntary Substitute for tho lost; and He 
willingly underwont oil that was required for their recovery. 
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Inconceivable sorrows lay in the way of His complotod 
undertaking and of His peoplo's salvation, and these Ho 
willingly endured that TIo might bring glory to God through 
the work of human redemption. Tlio object of all saving 
faith is hero. Wo should bob old this glorious Sufferer; wo 
should contemplate tho mystery of His unparalloled sufTor- 
ingB ; nnd as we seo Him omorging from tho dopths of His 
abasement, nnd His head encircled with glory nnd honour, 
wo should, dovoledly lovo nnd ndmire Him. Believing on 
His nnmc, wo should rognrd Him ns infinitely worthy of 
tho highest adoration nnd praise. The crowns of glory nTO 
thrown prostmto at His feet; tho harps of tho ransomed in 
glory are perpetually vocnl with His praise, nnd their 
palms are waved in His presence, ascribing to Him un- 
divided praise nnd honour. 

Wo seo in this our umpealable need, nnd nre exhorted hero 
to rest all our confidence and hope. An overflowing torrent 
of wrath lay botweon us nnd glory ; the brook of n mictions 
of every kind rnn in the wny to tho heavenly rest. This 
of ourselves wo can neither avoid nor pnss through. Wo 
aro in constant and imminent danger of being overwhelmed 
by tho billows, or of being swept awny to n lost eternity. 
The might}' Captnin of salvation has stood firm ngninst 
those impetuous waters. He has passed through tho brook 
of affliction nnd wrath ; He has driod it to tho ground, nnd 
fully exhausted it. Ho has assunged tho billows of wrath, 
and carried awny the sling of death. Wo nro called now to 
rojoico that God's wrath is appeased. Wo may contem- 
plate tho rising waves of trouble and tho floods of death 
without dismay. Tho work of Christ has stilled thoso 
swollen waters, nnd has opened n snfo passngo for the 
redcomod. Death's Conquoror is now tho solo Head of His 
people. For them 1 lo has nscouded up on high. Lifted up, 
Ho draws them to Himself. (John xii. 32.) Attracted by 
a viow of His suitableness nnd excellency, they hnvo nil 
ground to con lido in His powor, nnd to hope in His salva- 
tion. All thoir wants iucot an ndoqunto supply in His 
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fulness. All llioir tniHt and expectation should rost in His 
supremo authority mid powor to savo. 

Iloro is prcKontod the cardinal article of a faithful testimony 
for truth. Tho univorsnl mediatorial heutlship of the 
Itodcomer ie no comprehensive in itH rotations und ho wide 
in its inlluonco tlmt it is pre-eminently worthy to be 
emblazoned on tho standard displayed hccuuso of truth. 
nnd to l>o tho mutter of tho church's faithful contending* 
in nil ages. Tho accomplishment of tho covenant- purpose 
wns nuido to rest on tho Saviour's exaltation after Buffering, 
nnd this is tho high rowurd of His obodionco to tho doath. 
Ho is constituted Hoad over nil things to Mis churoh ; 
"His head iB as tho most lino gold ; His locks aro bushy 
and blnek liko a rnvon." (Song v. 1 1 .) Tho Headship of 
Christ is of tho highost practical vnluo to tho church, to tho 
world, nnd to ovory individual. It has of ton boon avouched 
boforo enemies in times of persecution and trial, nnd has 
boon sealed by martyr- blood. It is over worthy to occupy 
n commanding position in tho church's testimony. It 
concerns us as individuals and societies to receivo and 
embrace this groat truth, and to contend for it earnestly as 
a chief nrticlo of tho faith onco dolivorod to tho saints. 
Our wholo lifo should be devoted practically to honour Him 
who is King of saints and Head of all priucipality and 
power. While wo should dolight to seo tho crown of our 
own, salvation flourishing among tho many crowns Uint 
adorn His head, wo should labour and pruy that all should 
bow to His scoptro, and willingly ascribo to Him all 
honour, mid dominion, and praise. 

Our chiof propnrntion for tho tacramental featt, as well 
as our spiritual enjoyment in the banqueting Ziottw, aro derived 
from tho precious declaration of tho toxt. AVo aro this 
day called to commemorate tho sufferings and consequent 
glory of Christ. AVo aro invited as tho biddou guosts to 
como to Him who willingly encountered tho manifold 
obstacles that beset tho path of His pooplo's acceptance, 
and who removed thorn ontiroly out of tho way. Our trust 
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for freedom from tho curao, for victory over onomies, and 
for evorlosting salvation, may repose securely hero. We 
oro oncouragod to go in tho Btrongth of God tho Lord. 
Whore Ho leads, wo may safely follow Hi hi. As up 
bohold Him in His dyed gnrmonts, "coming back from 
Edom and from Bozrnh," " travelling in tho greatness of 
His strongth." wo should rojoico in Hint an "tho Lord, 
mighty to savo." Looking on niin as pierced by our wins, 
find woundod for our tnmtjgro&uoiis, wo mourn in peni- 
tontial sorrow. Wo aro comh trained to lovo Him, nud to 
rejoico in Him as our ovor-living and glorious Head. We 
should exalt Him very high in our udoriug praises, in 
personal dedication, mid in devoted Horvico. Our honour 
find bliss nro to bo with our blctmcd Hond now; as to 
sco His unveiled glory, nnd to bo with Him for over, will 
bo tho consummation of our hcavonly felicity. 



CHRISTIAN FAREWELL. 

2 CoiHNTiinNB xiii. II— "Finnlly, brethren, farewell. Bo perfect, 
!«• of pood comfort, lie of one mind, live in pence; and the God 
of love and peace iriinll bo with you." 

Ox mnny grounds this last chapter of tho Bccond opistlo to 
iho Corinthians is deserving of ft diligent nnd nltontivo 
tdudy. It contains iho Inst nfTcctionnto counsels of tho 
venernblo Apostlo to a church for which ho had tondorly 
mid anxiously enred; and it shows strikingly his godly 
jonlousy over it. It manifests tho spirit of a dovotcd 
minister, nnd what a church should constantly aim nt, and 
tho spirit by which it should bo distinguished. 

At verso fifth tho members of tho Coriuthinn church 
nro directed to " oxamino thorn solves " lest they bo solf- 
decoived. Tliis great duty is incumbont upon us, too, at 
nil times, especially nftor tho enjoyment of special holy 
ordinances. Our inquiry should chiefly bo whothor wo 
nro subjects of tho real living faith of tho Gospel. Wo 
nro required to " oxnmino," " prove," " know " oursolvos. 
Tho numbor and varioty of tho tonus by which Iho duty is 
enjoined ovinco its trnnscondont importanco, nnd indicate, 
too, tho modo of its porformanco. Wo should botako our- 
selves to it with all sorious coucorn. Wo ore bid to "prore 
oursolvcs " — to lost by oxporimont, and judgo ouraolvos — 
by a frequent comparison of our hearts and lives with a 
porfect standard. Tho strength of tho intornal principle 
is manifested by oxtornal action. We give oursolvos to do 
good, onduro affliction patiently, and urgo forward tho 
groat work of Iho world's conversion. Tho words of the 
command nro repeated, nnd each succeeding term mora 
strongly expressed than tho preceding. Examino by a 
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close scrutiny— provo by applying a truo touchetono of 
profession and charactor. " Know yo not yoiir own 
solves," intimating- Unit this is n matter which it mainly 
concerns us to know, for which thoro nro provided abun- 
dant moans of acquaintance, and in which thoro is mnni- 
fold danger of solf-dceoption. Tlio subject to bo thus 
tested is awftdly solomn and momentous. Christ is "in 
you," dwelling as in a tomplo, the actuating power of all 
holiness of heart and life, " oxcopt yo bo disapproved and 
rrjeeUd"* Their apostacy and rejection will cvidenco thot 
they woro not of tho oloninl election of gmco. Tho ovont 
fully discloses tho original purpose 

Tho Apostlo, aftor giving theso solomn exhortations 
and affecting warnings, offors up in behalf of thoso whom 
ho addrossos forvont pray ore. Ho prays God that thoy do 
no evil. Ho is less concerned about clearing up his own 
character, or vindicating his reputation against opposcrs 
and onomies, than that thoy should over do whnt is 
houournblo and becoming. Tho proof (lint the Apostle 
and his follow-labourors woro not disapproved and re- 
jected, as men cstoouied thorn, but that thoy woro ap- 
proved servants of God, is that thoy could 'Mo nothing 
against tho truth, but for tho truth." So could tho 
Apostles, as inspired teachers, declare; whilo all faithful 
ministers and truo sonants of Christ oro characterised by 
labouring at all times for tho advancement of the truth. 
In tho spirit of Christian aolf-doninl, wo become willing to 
bo abased, and to submit to infamy to promote tho spiritual 
good of others ; and tho earnest desire of tho heart socks 
for thorn tho highest measure of spiritual privilcgo arid 
charactor. " This also wo wish, even your perfection." The 
object sought is ihoir comploto good order and full restora- 
tion to a perfect model of purity and moral excellence. 
Tho Apostlo then, "after tho sternness and slmrpiicta of 



• Thin in I he proper induing- of tlic word imply vod hi the 
original. 



:)3-| (iinieriAN pakrwell. 

vobuko," bursts forth in tho largo, generous oppression 
of ii full, ovorllowiug heart, " Finally, brolhron, fare- 
well," &c. 

To us, at tho close of a communion feast, Iheso word9 
are of solomn and vory doop imi>ort. Thoy may bo to 
somo of us, ministers, olders, or pcoplo, in reality a last 
farewell on earth. Ilowovor this bo — and wo should not 
desiro 1o lift up tho voil and ponotrnto the future, which 
is wisely concealed from all llesh till tho day of discovery — 
the counsels that follow aro to ovory ono of us of unspeak- 
able importance Wo should earnestly seek tho Spirit, 
aliko for Uio spenkor, and for ono another, that wo all 
may reccivo thom as God's special inessngo addressod to 
us, and that honceforth wo may know them in thoir sancti- 
fying, saving power in our doily practice. AVo propose to 
consider 1 — 

I. Tins final salutation, and the perfection 

ENJOINED. 

The Apostlo closes this epistle as he usually begins 
nth ei*8, with friondly, loving snlutnlion. After tho fulness 
of instruction, exhortation, and warning which ho had 
already given, ho adds, as "to tho remainder," 4 an 
afFcctionato and expressive furowell. Tho comprehensive 
term is soinotimes employed at tho beginning of nn in- 
spired epistle in tho souse of greeting. (James i. 1 ; Acts 
xv. '23.) Here it is to bo Inkon as Iho utterance of a faith- 
ful minister and loving pastor, when, on completing n 
course of earnest instructions, his heart ovcrllows witli 
tenderness, and in tlio parting words ho embodies his 
most forvont desires for tho spiritual benefit uf thoso whom 
ho addressed. 

This salutation is expressive of earnest desire for their ieelt~ 
fare ami happiness. The different modes of salutation in 
different nations accord with tho permanent features of 



• Tlic Oiwk )m* literally tliH inciiuiug-. 
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national character. Among the Hobrows tho torm used 
was " Pooce," indicating tlio primo blessing promised to 
God's covenant pooplo, nnd that which formed tlio sum nnd 
contre of their national folicity. With (ho Greeks it was 
" rejoico," corresponding lo tlio lively, joyful disposition of 
a peoplo situated nmid the most exhilarating scones of 
nature. Doth these tonus arc appropriated, in the Scrip- 
turo of tlio Old and Now Testaments, to express compre- 
hensively tho highost spiritual blessings. Tlio word 
farewell expresses nu earnest desire for wolfarc in (ho 
fullost sense. It commends to tlto soul tho peaco of re- 
conciliation and friendship with God, nnd nooks for (hose 
to whom it is spokon tho possession of tlio pence that sur- 
passes all understanding. As does tho venerable "Apostlo 
of love," when uttering it, wo plneo tho prosperity of tlio 
soul as tho highost attainmoiit, and estimate tho viilue of 
ovory othor benefit ncconling ns it is realised. " Delovcd, 
I wish above all things that thou mn vest prosper and bo in 
lion lth, ovon ns thy soul prospercth." (3 John 3.) This 
is emphatically tho way of holiness, which conducts to lii'o 
otoriiul. When wo say a truo farewell to others, wo seek 
nil that promotes 1 hoi rhuppincHS in soul nnd body — in their 
outwnrd estato nnd spiritual condition for time mid 
eternity. 

It call* to hohj joy and rejoicing. TliiB word of greet- 
ing is sometimes rcudorcd — "Jlnil," or "nil hnil." It was 
used in mockery of Christ by enemies in His Inst sufferings, 
as it is omploycd in commnnding uud encouraging to be 
really joyful. Joy, ns a spiritual emotion, always implies 
tho possession of n loved and desired object. Thus wo 
spoak of tho joy of victory achieved ; of tho joy of harvest, 
whom tho hopes of the husbandman nre rcnliscd; and of (ho 
bridegroom rojoicing over tho brido, in the consummation of 
(ho espousals. All the gnieious work of the Comforter is 
accompanied with a mensuro of holy joy. When the sinner 
comes to Christ, believing on His mime, nnd embracing 
Him ns a Saviour, He "joys in (iod, through our Lord 
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Jesus Christ, rocoiving tho reconciliation." * (Rom. v. 11.) 
Coining to Gospel ordinuneos, uud realising Gospol 
privileges, wo " draw water with joy from tlio wolls of 
Hnlvnliuu." (Isa. xii. 2.) Tho grand duty nnd privilogo of 
beliovors is to " rojoico ovormoro"— to "glory in tribula- 
tion, " nnd with thanksgiving always to " triumph in Chrutt." 
God Himsolf is His |mjo|i1«'h joy—" tho gladness nnd great- 
ness of their joy." (I'm. xliii. -i.) Tho grounds of tkoir 
spiritual rejoicing lio in tho gracious rolntions Ho sustains 
to them, tho work IIo has (lono for thorn, nnd tho suro 
and blessed prospocts which Ho lias sot bofuro thoin. As 
" tlio God of hope," IIo fills tliom with joy and pouco in 
behoving, tluit thoy may abound in hopo, according to tho 
powor of tho Holy Ghost." (Itom. xv. IS.) Ho puts glnd- 
noss into thoir hearts, transcending nil that springs from 
croaturo oiijoymonls, und in conducting thoin to tho fruition 
pf Himself in glory. Ho lends thoin to " fulness of joy 
in His presence;" "there uro pleasures nt His right hand 
for ovennoro." (Fs. xvi. 10, 11.) 

Tho salutation is followed by special command* that 
show tho character of tho hnppiuess desired, and tho wny 
in which spiritual joy may bo attained. Wo are bid to bo 
" rKKFKcr," which is reached when ovory ground of discord 
is removed; all is fouud in its propor placo and order, and 
ovcrything is pluccd and douo as it ought to bo. The 
origiunl word denotos to repair, refit, recover from decay or 
disastor, reclaim from error or sin. Tho thought is fully 
expressed when tho Corinthian Christians aro enjoined by 
tho nnmo of tho Lord Jesus Christ that they all spoak tlio 
Bamo thing, and " that thcro be no divisions among thorn ; but 
that they bo perfectly joined togothor in tho samo mind and 
in tho same judgtnout." (1 Cor. i. 10.) The command refers 
nt onco to tho church, to tho family, and to individuals. It 
requires that all that is out of joint bo restored; and that 
in ordor to oxhibit tho comoly ordor which tho church should 

• So the origiunl vonl u Letter rendered. 
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oror muuifoat, and to accomplish hor high mission in the 
world, the heart should bo "unilod." (Fa. lxxxvi. 11.) 
The body, "fitly framed togothor," aud compacted by thnt 
which ovory joint supplioth," nmkoth " iucroaso to odifying 
of itself in lovo." (Eph. iv. 1G.) This is boauliful mid 
attractive iu tho church and in social life A pluco is for 
ovory one, mid ovory ouo occupies willingly his assigned 
pluco. Tho beauty uud perfection of tho Christian pro- 
fossion is seen iu ovory ouo recognising his position in tho 
church ; and iu it Booking to act in harmony with others, 
aud promoting to tho utmost tho common bouotit of nil. 

Tho injunction points to tho church addressed as " knit 
iogeihtr in loce," aud constantly aiming at pa rftclion. Thoso 
uro said to bo perfect iu nu ovangolicul hoiiso who lovo ouo 
nnothor with a puro hoart forvenily. Tho porfection re- 
quired is to bo eincoro, entire, established in tho faith. It 
is in somo mcusuro a present gracious attaininout; mid 
thoso who roach it are animutcd to persovoro to tho 
ond, knowing that tho reword that awaits tlicni iu glory 
is au abundant recompense for all work and warfnrc, 
for all loss aud suffering. Noah was a "perfect man," 
and upright iu his goucrution. A high degrco of warm 
disinterested lovo is this perfection. This oxcels nil earthly 
glory and honour. (Col. iii. H.) It is abovo knowlcdgo 
aud pleasure, or tho possession of earthly goods. Tho 
obligation rests upon us over to aim at porfection. Wo 
may not attain U> it horo. Nono on oarth, savo tho Lord 
Josus Christ, over reached full porfection. IIo nlouo is 
completely pure and holy. On us it is oujoincd, as lo 
Abrnhnm—" Walk boforo Mo, aud be thou porfect." (Gon. 
xvii. 1.) Our Lord commands us, "Ho yo theroforo por- 
foct, evou ns your Falhor which is in heavou is porfect." 
(Matt. v. 48.) Wo should uoithor bo discouraged by tho 
diflicullios of tho way, uov by repeated failures, nor by the 
consciousness of manifold imperfections of heart and life. 
Christian porfection is uot guined by tho simple act of 

bolieving, but through tho renewed actings of faith, as it 

w 
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is triod and tested, and in tho way of holy diligonco. Wo 
" go on to perfection," and only reach it nt tho ond of tho 
course That which is " porfcct ahull com©, and that which 
i8 in part shall ho dono awny." (1 Cor. xiii. 10.) "Wo shall 
yot reach " tho murk of tho prizo of our high calling." Whon 
tho ruco is finished wo shall ho perfect in knowlodgo, holi- 
ness, and felicity. This high nttuinmont wo aro required to 
koep perpetually in viov. Howovor woak our efforts and 
unsteady our pursuits, " that which concerns us tho Lord 
will make perfect." His "mercy ouduros for over; and Ho 
will not fonwiko tho work of His hands." (Ps. exxxviii. 8.) 
In a little timo wo filml! ho numhorod with tho "spirits of 
iho just mndo perfect." Nothing shall bo wanting to 
complete tho measure of holiness and bliss that is reserved 
for tho righteous. What is tho certain end of our faith 
mid hopo is worth j' to bo tho continual object of our 
fervout desire and constant pursuit. 

II. TJIE Sl'KCIAl. COUFOKT AND ONENESS OK 1IEAIIT 
AND MIND KNJOINKD. 

The command to "bo of good comfort" is significant 
and etrongly expressive. Tho same word in tho original 
means to comfort nnd to exhort. As used by tho penmen of 
tho Now Testament, it implies that the consolation which 
tho Divino Fnrncloto gives is nlwnys in tho way of instruc- 
tion or exhortation. Tho injunction also may menu to 
impart consolation to othors as woll as to on joy it oursolvcs. 

This comfort is the consolation which the Holy Spirit 
imparts. Ho is tho promised Comforter — tho Divino 
Agent in conferring spiritual rofreslunont nnd gladness. 
Ho dwells in tho honrts of boliovors, as in a living tomplc, 
and is within thorn " a well of water springing up to lifo 
everlasting." His is almighty powor to dispel all that 
causes grief nnd sorrow, and to subduo all enomios. Ho 
has all condescending graco and lovo to "sit and comfort 
the mourners." He is "the God of all consolation." Tho 
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" fruit of the Spirit is lovo, joy, peace." All His saving 
operations in convincing, instructing, enlightening, and 
sanctifying are consolatory. Wo cannot fail to "bo of 
good comfort" when wo livo and walk in tho Spirit — when 
wo cherish His motions, und dilFueo around us tho frag- 
rance of His grnco. 

TIiobo oro of good comfort who arc consoled by the 
promises and discoveries of the Gospel, and are elevated by i/# 
blessed hopes. Tho wholo Gospel of sulvution is a message 
of pence, and is tho grand instrument of imparting nil 
Hubbtantinl spiritual comfort. It proclaims and impurts 
pardon to tho guilty, deliverance to the oppressed, health 
to tho infirm ami diseased, and joy to tho disconsolate. 
It " appoints unto them that mourn in Ziou, und gives 
unto thorn beauty for ashes, Iho oil of joy for mourning, 
tho garment of praise for tho spirit of heaviness." (Isa. 
lxi. 3.) Tho Gospel reveals Christ, the covenant of peace, 
a finished salvation, and a glorious heaven prepared for 
tho ransomed of tho Lord. It makes clear our personal 
interest in tho great salvation, and imparts to the soul the 
hopes which it declares. It is tho "joy-inspiring sound," 
and they uro truly blessed who know it. Tho promises of 
tho Gospel nro the declaration of God's gracious purposes. 
As given to us, they uro " excocding great and precious." 
Contained in tho covenant nit i lied by atoning blood, thoy 
aro absolute and unconditional, and are all ''yea and amen 
in Chriut Jesus." Any Divino promise spoken to the heart 
imparts strong consolation. A part of tho rich *' feast 
made unto all people " in tho mountain of the Lord's 
houuo is tho nssurunco that death will bo swallowod up in 
victory, nnd that " tho Lord God will wipe away tears 
from all faces." (lsu. xxv. 0.) Tho hopes which tho 
Gospel inspires nro bright, substantial, and suro. Christ 
is within His people tho hope of glory. Their Jiopu rests 
us "an anchor within tho veil, euro and steadfast." 
Saved by hopo now, in a short timo all their expectation!) 
of blessing will bo fully realised. The "grace which 



310 til 111*11 AX FA1IKWKLL. 

brings salvation " offectually tenches thoni to " Hv© 
soberly, righteously, niul godly in this present w»W," 
while they look " for (hut blessed hope, and tho 
glorious appearing of tho grout God mid our Saviour." 
(Titus ii. 11-13.) 

This comfort it all pom Chrnt — tho "Son of consolation." 
Thero it* much and At roug consolation in Christ, (Phil, ii. 1); 
in His Person, Mis love from oternity, His Surety-under- 
taking, His work on earth, His oflicos, and in nil 
tho gracious relations which Ho sustains to His pooplo. 
IIo is tho source of all their joys— tho full nud inoxhaust- 
iblo fountain of nil their felicity. This fountain is over 
open and nlwuys accessible. Jesus " is tho samo yostorday, 
to-(hiy, and for over." Having Him, wo lmvo with Him 
all tilings; nud can rejoice in tribulutiou, and, ovon amid 
sorrow mid dnrkness, abound in spiritual consolation. "If 
God bo for us, who can bo ugninst us ? Ho that sparod uot 
His cwn Son, but delivered Him up for us nil, will with 
Him freely givo us nil things." (Horn. viii. 31, 32.) 

Ourselves of good comfort, wo aro called to admonish, 
txhort, and comfort one another. Tho precept may be takon 
in a reciprocal souso — " to impart consolntiou to others." 
" Bo yourselves spiritual comforters." Such is tho fre- 
quont comniuud of tho Spirit addressed to tho ohildrou of 
God— " Exhort ono another daily." (Hob. iii. 13.) " Com- 
fort ono another with theso words." (1 Thcss. iv. 13.) This 
niutiml consolation is the fruit of tho Spirit's indwelling 
and powerful operation, nud results from tho fooling of 
brotherhood among tho members of tho redeemed family. 
Themselves tilled with tho spirit of light and lovo, thoy 
cannot but givo uttornnco to tho doop thoughts and emotions 
of tho hoart; and, "ns mombors ono of another/' they 
must edify each other in love, speak comfort to mourners, 
nnimato follow-labourers in work and conflict, and Book 
to inspiro thorn with joyful hopo. This mutual exhortation 
and comfort forms u chief part of tho communion of saints, 
and is essential to tho increase and efficiency of the church 
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of Christ. When tho Spirit is poured out as water on tho 
thirst)-, and floods upon tho dry ground, thoy spring up in 
luxuriant growth, " as among tho grass, and as willows by 
tho watercourses." "Tho remnant of Jacob shall bo in tho 
midst of many people as a dow from tho Lord, as showers 
upon tho grass, that larricth not for man, nor waitcth for 
tho sons of men." (Micnh v. 7.) 

Tho injunction, " lit of one mind," is full and emphatic, 
declaring tho Apostlo's earnest concern for the churches to 
which he wrote. Thus lio exhorts the Christians in Rome 
to bo "of tho samo mind one toward another." (Itom.xii. 1G.) 
And again ho prays for thorn that "the God of patience 
and comfort would grant thorn to bo of tho samo mind ono 
toward another, according to Christ Jesus." (Horn. xv. 5.) 
Tho command calls Christians to put away all anger and 
nialico and alienation of affection, as being wholly un- 
becoming their character and profession. These are works 
of tho flesh, which aro to bo mortified and put away 
resolutely and at once. Instead of bitterness, wrath, anger, 
and malice, they aro required to bo " kind ono to another, 
tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even as God for 
Christ's sako has forgiven them." (Eph. iv. 31, 32.) They 
arc to bo distinguished by unity of judgment on matters of 
doctrine and practice. Liko tho primitive Cliristians, thoy 
should be " of tho samo mind in tho Lord," (Phil. iv. 2) ; to 
"mind tho samo thing, and walk by tho samo rule;" that 
they may " bo likc-uiindod, having the samo love, being of 
ono accord, of ono mind." (Phil. ii. 2.) Thoy aro to "stand 
fast in one spirit, with ono mind, striving togothcr for tho 
faith of tho Gospel." (Phil. i. 27.) With ono in fallible 
directory, and under tho teaching of tho same Spirit of 
truth, there is ample provision made for Christians coming 
to tho samo viows on tho great doctrines and duties of 
religion. Tho understanding spiritually enlightened can- 
not but ontortniu oneness of sontimont on tho great matters 
of sin and salvation. As tho church advances in tho 
knowledge of revealed truth, and tho Spirit is moro 
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copiously poured out, tlio nttninmont which our Covenanting 
fnthcrs earnestly sought— a " bfated uniformity " of principlo 
nn<l practice— will bo reached. Diversity of views on 
fundamental doctrines cannot bo accordant with tho will of 
the Author of inspiration. Submission to tho supremo 
authority of tho word will cnuso tho snmo things to bo 
boliovod, nnd tho snmo courso of conduct to bo followed. 
Tho promiso for n porio<l of onlargemont and blessing is — 
" I will give thorn n heart to know Mo. I will givo them 
ono henrt nnd ono way." (Jor. xxxii. 39.) As far as wo 
havo " tho mind of Christ/ 1 wo nro ono with Him in judg- 
ment on tho truths rovcnlod, as wo nro net un tod by His 
Spirit in a godly prnetico. Tho unity which is enjoined in 
being of ono mind lies chiofly in throo things— 1. In faith 
in the doctrine* which aro tho glory of rovolation — "Thoro 
is ono faith." 2. In Christian duty — " According to all 
that tho Lord hns commanded," so do wo. 3. In Christian 
experience. "Wo seek to know tho powor of tho truth 
renewing nnd olovnting tho heart, and purifying nnd 
transforming tho lifo nnd conduct. Tho command requires 
xis to bo spiritual nnd cxporimontnl. Wo should be exercised 
nbout tho great problems of tho being, perfections, and 
moral government of Qod. Wo should labour aftor clearer 
viows of man's stato nnd future destiny, as wo should aim 
to bo of ono mind respecting tho powor and authority of tho 
Rodcomor, and tho establishment of His kingdom in tho 
oarth. As mombors of ono family, united in heart and 
spirit, nnd as porsons bound togothcr by mutual vows, and 
ongnged in this common pursuit of great importance, wo 
should bo of tho snmo mind. Our assurod hope is, that 
tho day will yot como when divisions and parties will 
ccaso, and a blessed unity in sontimont nnd fooling in the 
church shall universally provail. " Thoro shall bo ono 
Lord, and His name one." Israel nnd Judah shall bo 
"ono stick" in tho hand of tho Honlor. With "tho faith" 
univorsally diffused and triumphant, and tho Spirit plenti- 
fully poured out, thoro shall bo ono bright light in principle 
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and practice shining rosplondent throughout the world. 
" The glory of the Lord shall bo revealed, and all flesh shall 
8oe it together." (Iaa. xl. 5.) 

III. The rKACK to de constantly cultivated. 

This is tho highest attainment which we are required 
to press after. It indicator a fixed state of mind mid 
conduct; a habit of lifo and doportmout by which wo 
should always be characterised. 

This is peace with God and oar own conscience*. Wo 
aro \>y nature ostrangod from God — tho heart at enmity 
with Him, and Ho our almighty foo. In the day of 
effectual calling wo are reconciled to God by tho blood of 
His Son. Tho enmity of tho heart is slain, and wo aro 
roceivod into a state of friendship with God. " Uoing 
justified by faith, wo huvo pouco with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.' 1 (Rom. v. 1 .) "Tho work of righteous- 
ness shall bo penco, and tho of feet of righteousness quiet- 
ness and nssuranco for evor." (Isu. xxxii. 17.) The blood 
of Christ sprinkled by tho Spirit gives intornnl tranquillity 
of miud. Tho conscience is purified and inado tender. 
As wo bccoiuo inoro holy, disturbing and distracting 
olcmonts aro removed, and tho " poaco that pa&scth 
understanding " kocps as a garrison tho heart and mind. 
(Phil. iv. 7.) This poaco with God and with ourselves is 
at oaco our hi ghost privilege mid our great duty. While 
it is conferred by tho grnco of tho covenant, wo aro under 
the strougost obligation to seek aftor its attainment, and 
to live in its conscious possession. 

This is poaco icith one another and tei't/t ail men. Those 
who aro of tho household of fnith nro united in firmest 
concord. Tho common truth which thoy profess is a bond 
of union; tho Spirit that dwolls iu thorn ovor disposes 
thorn to watch against all that would mar thoir unity ; and 
tho holy exorcises iu which they huvo fellowship servo to 
knit thoir hoarts togothor. The ordinances of religion on 
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which thoy nro culled to attend arc "to tho house of 
Jacob joy nnd glndncss, and cheerful feasts; thcroforo 
they lovo tho truth nnd pence." (Zech. viii. 19.) Tho 
Gospel proclnims pence on earth nnd good-will to mon. 
Boliovcrs, themselves reconcilc<l to God, are of a peace- 
loving spirit. They seek tho blessing that pertains to tho 
peace-inn kern. In a hostile world thoy follow peaco with 
nil men, nnd, as much ns possible, live peaceably with nil 
men. In tho prevalence nnd triumph of tho Spirit and 
principles of tho Gospel, wars and enmities shnll cense to 
tho onds of tho earth. Tho kingdom of peaco nnd 
righteousness shnll bo universally established. Tho 
King coming to Zion " shnll speak penco uuto tho 
heathen ; and His dominion shnll bo from sen to eca, 
nnd from tho river oven to tho ends of the earth." (Zech. 
ix. 10.) " The mountains shnll bring peaco to tho people, 
and tho little hills, by righteousness." (Ps. Ixxii. 3.) 

Tho pence in which wo nro to livo is scon in its nature , 
foundation, obligation, nnd manifestations. It is assimilated 
to tho tranquillity of the Divine mind. Christ is " our 
penco," nnd wo "livo in peaco," ns wo nro ono with Him. 
United to Him by tho indwelling Spirit, nnd by faith, wo 
become tho children of pence. Wo nro transformed by tho 
renewal of our minds, and have "tho mind of Christ in us." 
Tho firm foundation of this penco is tho everlnsting 
covenant. Tho blood of Christ which ratifies it is tho 
grand way of reconciliation between heaven and earth. It 
is over peace-speaking — pleading in God's ear for pardon, 
and speaking to tho sinner's conscience assurances of favour 
and acceptance. lie vented truth — tho truth as it is in 
Jesus — is tho sure basis of concord in tho churches nnd 
throughout socioty. This peace of all sorts — spiritual in its 
naturo nnd blessed in its results — is to bo displayed in its 
appropriate manifestations. Wo are to " livo " in it, ns in 
our element. Tho fundamental principle of tho Christian 
lifo is hero. With all life in Christ and from Him, we are 
to show it everywhere — in our spirit, words, and notions. 
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Ourselves enjoying peace with God, nnd having the answer 
of a good conscience, we are to dopart from evil, and do 
good— to "sock pence nnd ensue it." Our effort* and 
influence should bo rendored that schisms bo healed, 
divisions may conse, nnd tnie concord and lovo universally 
prevail. The brightest manifestations of this spirit nnd 
blessing are often made at the end — " Mark the perfect 
mnn, nnd behold tho upright; for the end of that man is 
peace." (Pa. xxxvii. 37.) " Tho Ix>rd will give strength 
unto His people. Tito Lord will bless His people with 
pence." (Ps. xxix. 11.) 

IV. The assuued puomisk and blessing. 

"And the God of lore and peace shall be with you." This 
is n very precious assurance. Evory word is emphatic nnd 
significant. Whoever may forsnko you, whntovcr trials 
nro to bo oncountorcd, whatever changes to toko plnco, 
God — tho God of nil lovo nnd grace — will not leavo nor 
forsake. His gracious presenco will bo n constant shade 
for protection and refreshment. His blessing will bo a 
full compensation for all trinl nnd suffering. Consider — 

Tho glory and excellence of the title. Ho is revealed as 
tho God of lovo in framing the covonnnt of pence. Tins is 
tho source of human redemption — tho fountain of all 
blessings to tho redeemed. He is the glorious Author nnd 
Pattern of lovo nnd pence. Should wo not over como to 
Him, nnd admire and dolight in ITim ns the God of lovo 
nnd peace ? This titlo supplies nn argument in prayer for 
obtaining tho blessings noeded nnd sought. As whon tho 
objoct of worship is styled, " tho God of all grace," " tho 
God of hopo," it donotes that Ho is tho source of these 
graces, and is over ready to confer them. So Ho is 
(lesignnted "tho God of lovo nnd ponco," thnt His pcoplo 
mny bo encourngod to expect tho nbundaneo of lovo nnd 
pence from Him. 

He mil be ever tciih you to hies* you. The name by 
wlricli Ho is called is Immanuel— God with us. He 
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cannot deny nimsolf, and His glory Ho will not givo 
to another. Ho ie with Hit* pooplo by His Spirit dwelling 
iu thoir hoarts— tho Substitute for tho prosoueo of a 
porsoual Saviour — making all gracious discovorios, and 
exciting nil gracious affections. Ho is tho "Comforter" — 
tho iiumodinto ngout of lovu and poaco in tho hoart — given 
to abide with His peoplo for ovor. no is in tho church as 
tho " seven lump* of fire " thut burn porputuully boforo tho 
throno; and Ho desconds copiously as rain on dry ground, 
and Hoods upon tho thirsty. " My Spirit roiuuiiioth among 
yon ; fear yo not." (Hag. ii. 5.) 

Ho will bo with them by Hi* special graciou* proridtnee. 
Like tho pillar of cloud and fire that uccompaniod Isniol 
in their dosort- march „ Ho is with thorn whilo thoy walk 
in tho way of holy obodionco, to guido tho in in tho way, 
bo their protection, thoir covort for rofroshmont, tho way 
of nssurod victory over all onomics, and of ontrauco into 
tho licavonly rest. 

His gracious proseuco and blessing m only thus abundantly 
enjoyed. As His people aim to bo port cot, abound in 
spiritual consolation, and comfort ono anothor; as thoy 
arc united iu mind and heart, and as thoy live iu poaco, 
Ho is with them, and reveals nimsolf to thorn as tho God 
of lovo nud poaco. He dwells with thorn hore, as thoy 
abido in Hi in perpetually. "If a man lovo Mo ho will 
koop My words; nnd My Fathor will lovo him, and wo 
will como in to him, and mnko our abodo with him." 
(John xiv. 23.) Wo nood not oxpect His gracious presonce 
iu a scone of contention nud strifo. But whon the God of 
poaco and lovo condescouds to dwell in tho' hearts of His 
obodiont children, Ho makes tho place of His foot glorious. 
Tho families of tho righteous where Ho dwolls become the 
abodos of joy and molody; and tho ordinances of the 
church bocomo " tryst iug-plocos" with the Beloved — 
tho "gnllories" whoro tho King is hold — " tho mountain 
of myrrh and hill of frankincense." 

Ho will show thorn Hit full talcation in bringing them to 
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glory. Tho God of lovo and poaco comos to dwoll with 
thorn now, that thoy may bo with Him in glory for ovor. 
Tho Captain of salvation loads all thoso whom Ho makes 
sons to hoavon. Ho guidos thorn through tho wildorncss, 
going boforo thorn, and at longth fulfils to thorn His 
precious promiso — " I will coino nud rocoivo you to my- 
solf, that whoro I am, thoro yo may bo also." (John xiv. 3.) 
Thoy tiro brought to tho pnlnco of tho King, nud to Tils 
glorious presence, thoro to nbido. Thoy are, received to 
" tho many mansions " in tho Fathor's huuso, whoro thoy 
go no moro out. Tho Lord God dwells among thom as 
their " ovcrlasting light." His sorvunts soo His fnco, and 
His name is in thoir foreheads. •' So will wo bo for over 
with tho Lord." 

In* Conclusion'. 
Lot us flook to realist the bfrtsi'tiff of the tnlutation for our- 
selves, whilo wo fervently desiro that it may be enjoyed 
by others. Tho spiritual welfare, which consists in pence 
with God, and in tho exercise and growth of graco in tho 
soul, is provided for us in tho Gospol, and wo nro certainly 
bid woleomo to its enjoyment. If wo would cordially do* 
aire blessings for 011101*3, wo must know their vnluo for 
ourselves. Lot us sook to bo filled with tho Spirit, that wo 
may bo instrumental in diffusing around tho savour of tho 
namo of Clirist. Whon wo snluto others witli a hearty 
farowoll, wo should bo ablo to recommond to thorn tho 
rich bonofits of salvation by our own swcot oxporionco, 
and to say as tho Apoatlo, " Bo yo followers of mo, ns I 
also am of Christ." Wo should aim ourselves, in tho 
fullest sonso, to faro woll, nnd to bo " porfoct ns our 
Father in hoavon is porfoct." Wo should sook to enjoy 
a sonso of reconciliation with God, to rojoico in His faco 
nnd favour, and to go on to spiritual porfoct ion, if wo 
would, by our pmyors or oxamplo, bo tho means of im- 
parting to others tho sarao blossings. Whou wo oursolvos 
draw largoly out of tho fuluoss of Christ, nnd walk in tho 
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Spirit, wo will bo impelled to sook oarnostly and always 
tho spiritual wolfnro of others ; nnd our iniluonco will bo 
poworful in lending thorn to go on to perfection. What 
wo urgo others to do in roligion wo nro under pnrnmount 
obligation oureolvos to do, while our concorn for tho 
spiritual advnnucinont of brothron will havo a reciprocal 
iniluonco upon our own spirit nnd conduct. TTo that 
wntcroth others will himself bo watered. IJy mutual ex- 
hortation in the spirit of forvont prayer, wo onjoy tho 
communion of saints, and Tcnliso enlarged blessing. 
" Come, nnd let us roturn unto the Lord : for lie hath 
torn, and lie will heal us; TIo hath smilton, nnd IIo will 
bind us up." "Thon shall wo know, if wo follow on to 
know tho Lord : His going forth is prepared as the morn- 
ing ; nnd TIo shall como unto us as tho rain, as tho latter 
and former rain unto the earth." (IToflea vi. 1, 3.) 

Christians should over, in tho spirit of faith nnd lore, 
seek that other* should rejoice in the Lord and be perfect. 
This should bo tho object of all thoir teaching from tho 
word, nnd of all thoir efforts for tho spiritual good of 
mankind. To this ond they should make known tho 
Gospel of tho grnco of God ; for this they should always 
pray ; and, by the nttractivo power of a living example, 
they should lnbuur to draw others with thorn on to porfoc- 
Lion. .Studying thomsolves to walk circumspectly, and to 
exhibit tho comely order of tho house of God, and tho 
beauty of holiness, tlioy should sock to bring men every- 
where to the full knowledge of tho truth, nnd to advance 
thorn to " the stature of porfoct men in Christ." Wo aro 
called to " shino as lights in tho world/' and to lot " our 
light shino before men, that thoy, socing our good works, 
may glorify our Father in heavon." (Phil. ii. 15 ; Matt, 
v. 16.) By our wholo spirit — by our ovary word and 
action — wo should encourngo fellow-men to bo of good 
comfort, and to rejoice in tho Lord alway. Wo should 
aid thorn in all possiblo ways to advnuco to perfection, 
and should bewaro of doing aught to retard or discourage 
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Ihom. As Christians wo cannot live to ourselves. In 
quickening, comforting, and establishing- othors in holi- 
ness, our own spiritual lifo and comfort will bo promoted ; 
whilo tho glory of Him who has called us out of dark- 
ness into His marvellous light will bo inoro illustriously 
displayed. 

Tho great Agent of all consolation and unity and of a life of 
peace is the blessed Spirit. His presence and power wo should 
const autly seek, as wo should cherish His influonce. He is 
tho Comforter — tho grand promise and gift of the ascended 
Saviour, sent for tho most salutary and important purposes 
— to glorify Christ; to tako tho things which aro His, and 
reveal thorn; to sanctify and seal believers till the day of 
redemption, and to bo in them tho earnest of glory. Ho is 
tho author of all comfort and joy in tho fellowship of (lie 
church. Through His agoucy tho hearts of tho faithful 
aro knit togothor in lovo ; and tho Redeemer's last prayer 
is full}' accomplished — " That they all may be one, as Thou, 
Father, art in Me, and I in Theo ; that they also may be 
ono in us, that the world may bclievo that Thou hnst seut 
Mo." (John xvii. 21.) Tho Spirit, too, is tho Author of 
all spiritual peace in tho hearts of tho redeomed, and of 
substantial concord in tho church. How earnestly and 
porsovoriiigly should wo pload for tho fulfilment of tho 
grand promiso of tho last times — tho plontiful effusion of 
tho Spirit! How much should wo seek to follow tho 
loading of this blessed Guido, that wo may know tho full 
blessing of hoi}' obedienco ! "0 thut thou hadst hearkened 
to My comma ndm outs, then had thy peace boon as a river, 
and thy righteousness as tho waves of tho sea!" (Isa. 
xlviii. 18.) 

Finally, our great interest and privilege is to cfaini the 
promised blessing, aud to lice eier a* enjoying it. " The Gad 
of lovo und peaco shall bo with you." His gracious 
powerful presonco will be to us olfcctivo of all good, and 
will rondor the fellowship of tho church unspeakably 
coinforlablo and blissful. "Wo "walk in lovo"— in tho 
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realised prosenco of tho God of love. Wo cannot but 
possess in torn al peace, and follow pouco with all mon t when 
the God of ponco dwolls muong us. His gracious prosonco 
is our dofonco ngninst all ovils — our nll-flufficiont help in all 
work and conflict; and, over hosts of enemies, our joyful 
hope and nssurod victor}*. The God of lovo and peace 
with us will sanctify and swooton every relation in life, 
misting every trial, lighten all our labour, and mako our 
work yiold plonsnut nnd n biding fruits that will redound 
to His honour. Hero, indeed, is all our real happiness in 
lifo, our ponco nnd triumph in death, nnd our blessedness 
throughout otornity. In lifo, however engaged or tried, 
we " walk with God ; " nnd in death " wo nro not, for God 
has takon us." Realising this exalted privilege, wo may 
individually chorish the Apostle's suro confidence and 
assurance ns our lifo-motto — our fixed purpose and hope— 
'■ According to my carnal expectation and my hope, thai in 
nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as alwayi, 
so ttoic also, Christ shall be magnified in my body, ichether it be 
by lift or by death. For to me to lice it Christ, and to hare 
died it gain." (Phil. i. 20, 21.) Whether wo shall ever 
n.^cmblo together again on earth nt the close of a com- 
munion feast, or this is to bo our last meeting in the 
bnnqucting-housc, let us, with the wholo heart, in parting, 
nniinnto and comfort one nuothor with these words — 
" Finally, brethren, farewell. Bo perfect, bo of good 
comfort, bo of one mind, livo in peace ; nnd the God of 
lovo and peace shall be with you." 



THE BELIEVER'S SONSHIP AND RE- 
SEMBLANCE TO CHRIST AT HIS 
FUTURE APPEARANCE. 

1 Joiin iii. 2— " Beloved, now nre wo tlio mutt of God ; nnd it doth 
uotyotnppcnrwhnlwc shall bo; lint wo know thnt, when He uhnll 
nppear, wo shall be like Him, for wo nhnll nee Him nu Ho in." 

At the close of tho preceding chapter tho Apostlo 
declares that thoeo who do righteousness aro " born of 
God." In tlio opening of this, ho bursts out into lofty 
adoring views of tho love of tho eternal Fathor in having 
conferred upon them tho unspeakable honour of being 
" called" or made His children.* "Heboid, what mnnnor 
of lovo tlio Father hnlh bestowed upon us, that wo should 
bo called tlio sons of God." Wo may over stand still nnd 
wonder as wo inquire — "What manner of lovo is this?" 
In kind, how tender and condescending, in adopting us 
into God's family; in degree, how exalted and ennobling, to 
make us partakers of all its privileges ! What thought 
can comprehend it, or words describo it ! AVI i on wo con- 
sider God's purity, justice, and glorious mnjesty, and our 
meanness, guilt, pollution, nnd misery; whon wo reflect on 
tho blessings conforred, nnd tho wondrous method in which 
Ihoy nro bestowed, tho lovo of tho Fnthor displayed in all 
this must ever appear incomprehensible and passing 
knowlcdgo — tho thotno of perpetual ndminition nnd praise. 
Therefore is it that "tho world" — tho unrogonorato lying 
out of Christ — knows not tho object of this lovo, " evon as 
it know Him not." Whon the only-bogotlou of tho Fnthor 
appoared on earth, tho world despised, rejected, and 

" One o( llio micicnt verMoiw— the Vulpitc, rwiil* tin- flr*t vcix — 
"Thnt vv xhoiiUl lie called soiw of fJod— nnd we arc m>." 
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crucified Him. Tho liko trcatmont may tho childron of 
God always oxpoct from tho world, from which thoy nro 
soparutod, and whoso doods thoy coiulonin iu ovil. Thoir 
principles uro misundorstood nutl misrepresented — tho 
sources of thoir support and comforts nro unknown — ihoir 
conduct is condonmed und covorcd with roproach. Yot 
tin 8, despite of nu evil world, becomes matter of holy 
rejoicing to beliovors in Christ, as a It cm ling thoir sopnm- 
lion from tho ungodly, and thoir spiritual sonship. Justly 
may wo concludo with n pious oritic,* " Whoroforo, if 
they who disregard God hold thco in high cstcom, thou 
hast good reason to bo anxious as to thy condition." 
Rising nboYO tho world's opposition and contompt, boliovers, 
oxulting in thoir high and distinguishing privileges, doclnro 
in tho pregnant expression of tho text — "Beloved, now 
aro wo tho sons of God." This is tho record of Christian 
consciousness, declaring a filial relation to God, nnd a fra- 
ternal relation to men ; and, at tho snino time, a linn and 
joyful assertion of Christina lifo. Folio w-boliovors nro 
addressed in terms of tho most ondenrcd affection — 
Rolovcd thoy aro of God, and therefore greatly loved by 
ono nnothor. "Now" in contrast to "not yot" which 
follows, wo hnvo this high rank and dignity. Wo nro 
conscious of it, nnd amidst present imperfection and dark- 
ness, it tills us with joy fid and animating hopes. Tho day 
will soon dawn, and at Christ's glorious appearauco, clouds 
and dnrkuoss will bo completely dispelled. There will 
thon bo perfect knowledge of tho Lord, nnd perfect assimil- 
ation to Him in holinoss, glory, and folicity. For tho 
present, while the ovont nnd issuo on which faith rosts nro 
cortaiu, thore is yet obscurity ovorhauging tho future, and 
hiudoring a clear view of tho glory horenftor to bo rovcnlod. 
Tho time is unknown — (ho manner is in part concealed. 
Yot, iu tho beautiful oxpressivo words of tho text, a rovola- 
tion is mado of tho ora and iuodo of realising all this glory 

• tteugel. 



OIUIST AT HIS FUTURE AWEAIUXCE. 353 

nnd blessedness. Tho ond and ovidonco of faith in tho 
unseen — tho fulfilment of all spiritual hope— oro conccu- 
trntod in Iho Saviour's second coming. " When IIo Hliall 
appear, wo shall then bo liko Him." Complete transforma- 
tion in soul and body, nnd with it, onjoymont of porfect 
and unending felicity, will bo effected in sooing Him as Ho 
is. Herein lies Iho strongest motivo and most animating 
oncourngemont to tho constant pursuit of universal holiness 
— " Every man that hath this hope in him, purifiolh him- 
self, ns Ho is puro." May tho Spirit of all grnco nnd truth 
enable us to realise now this as our assured belief, nnd to 
cherish this as our well-grounded liopo ! Wo propose to 
I. Considor tho condition and dignity of boliovors. 
II. Tho prcsont imporfection of our knowledge of tho 
future 

III. Tho cleavuoss attained in Christ's appearance, and 
our likeness to Him. 

I. The condition and dionitv of velikveils. 

Before it is said— as tho fruit of Diviuo sovoroigu lovo — 
" Hi at we should bo called tho sons, or children, of God." 
To call with God is to make what tho title imports. As 
Abraham nnd Jacob luid, through spccinl favour, their 
names changed nnd God's iiunio put upon thorn, so beliovers, 
in tho renovation of their natures, become the sons and 
daughters of tho Lord almighty. By tho now spiritual 
birth, nnd by the net of adoption, wo enjoy new privileges 
of unspeakable vnluo, and in tho future state, privileges of 
a still higher order nwnit us. Wo have the conscious sonso 
of the ono now, nnd tho assured hope of tho other amounts 
to special kuowlcdgo. With full confidence wo look forward 
to the manifestation of our sonship in the groat duy of the 
ro vein t ion of Josus Christ. 

Wo aro now the children of God as we are numbered in 
God's family. Tliero are still, as thero liuvo over been, but 
two futilities on earlh— that of tho ovil one, and tlmt of 
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God. "Yonro of your father the dovil, and hie works yo 
will do," said Christ of His personal enemies, ns it may bo 
still declared of tho enemies of His cause and people 
Rodcomed out of tho world, nnd separated from it, wo aro 
taken into God's family. Horn again by tho Spirit, wo 
become now creatures, and nil " old things becomo now." 
Gathered out of tho world, and adopted ns sons, we hence- 
forth belong to tho household of God. Of this Divino 
family the first Person of tho Trinity is tho Father nnd 
Head. Christ Jesus is the Elder Brother; holy elect 
angels are members ; and nil saints, the redoomed in heaven 
nnd earth, and thoso who aro yet to bo called, arc tho 
younger children. This whole family is named after 
Clirist (Epli. iii. 15), ns Ho is tho source nnd conlro of all 
its privileges, nnd with Him they share their enjoyment. 
How blessed the relation implied in the declaration, "Now 
are wo the sons of God ! " 

Wo are children of God by sovereign, efficacious grace and 
by faith. From eternity wo were " predestined to the 
adoption of sons." God sent forth Ilis Son " to redeem 
them that woro under tho low, that wo might receive tho 
adoption of sons." (Gal. iv. 5.) In tho "day of power" 
Ho puts us "among tho children." (Jor. iii. 19.) Tho 
Gospel call is : " Como out from among them, nnd bo yo 
separate, nnd I will rtfeeivo } f ou, and will bo a Father to 
you, and ye shall bo my sons nnd daughters, saith tho 
Lord Almighty." (2 Cor. vi. 17, 18.) The Holy Spirit 
renders this call effectual. Ho gives faith, nnd tho saved 
Imvo power — tho right and authority " to become the sons 
of God, believing on His name." (John i. 1 2.) Adoption 
is altogether of sovereign grace ; so is the faith which ro- 
ceives tho blessing promised, and which impropriates 
and relies on Christ nlono for salvation. Tho Spirit 
breathes upon tho dry bones, and thoy live. Tho children 
of God nro born of the Spirit. By tho actings of u living 
faith wo call God our Father, and do not turn away from 
Him. (Jor. iii. 19.) As wo return to Him. nnd Ho hoala 
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our Lnckslidings, wo any from tlio heart, " Heboid, wo 
come unto TJiooj for Thou art tho Lonl our God." 
(Jor. iii. 22.) 

Wo havo tho nature nnd spirit of children. A now 
lionrt is given nnd a now nature implanted. Tho ovor- 
comers receive "a white stone"— tho emblem of Uioir justi- 
fication — "nnd in (ho stono n now nnino written, which no 
man knowcth saving ho that receiroth it." (Rov. ii. 17.) 
This is tho naino and naluro of a child or God, which is 
wholly unknown to any who arc not tho subjects of saving 
gmco, nnd who are not adopted into God's fnmily. God 
"sends forth tho Spirit of ITis Son into the heart," (Gal. iv. 
3.) Wo rccoivo "not tho spirit of bondngo again to fenr, 
but tho spirit of adoption, whereby wo cry, Abba, Father." 
(Rom. viii. 15.) This is not strictly tho Holy Spirit as a 
porsonal agont, but tho effect of His indwelling — tho 
graces which Ho implants and stirs up into lively exercise 
It is tho Spirit of light and love, of dependence, of meek- 
ness, pnliencc, and gentleness. It is eminently tho " spirit 
of grnco and supplication," for by it wo cry, importunately 
and porsovoriiigly, "Abba, Father." All heart -felt triisL 
nnd expectation are here. Wo nro converted, and becomo 
as littlo children. Our chief argument to prevail in prayer 
is this. Wo como unto God, ns children to n Father, a bio 
nnd ready to help, and Ho receives and pitios us, and be- 
stows upon us tho good gifts of His promiso uud snlvnliuu. 

AVc ah nro the Father's lori»g care, and, ns heirs of God, 
have even now all the pritileget of children. Tho sons of 
God woro chosen and adopted in lovo. '* I hnvo loved 
thco with nn ovorlnsting lovo; nnd therefore with loving- 
kindness hnvo I drawn thco." (Jor. xxxi. 3.) Tho " lovu 
which tho Father Imth bestowed upon us" is great— 
wliolly grntuitous nnd unchnngenble. The lovo which tho 
Saviour linn to tho rodoemed is lovo to tho end ; or rather 
it is lovo which hnd no beginning nnd will know no end. 
It is manifested in tender pity and compassum. in tho 
oninzing snerifico made for objects undeserving nnd guilty, 
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nntl iii tho rich gifts conforrod ui>on them, nwl in all thnt 
is dono on thoir bolinlf. Ho " rests in Hi* lovo " towards 
them. Ho "joys ovor thorn with singing." (Zoph. iii. 17.) 
" If children, then hoira ; heirs of God, nnd joint-hoirs 
with Christ." (Horn. viii. 17.) In tho schomo of redemp- 
tion, heirship constantly follow* sonship, nnd is inseparable 
from it. Italic vers, <m thoir adoption,, become "hoirs of 
tho promise" of ''salvation," of " tho world," of honvon. 
Theirs is tho " inheritance of snints in light." Thoy arc 
" heirs of Gotl, and joint-hoirs with Christ." Tho oxtout 
and riches of this inhoritunco cannot bo fully conceived or 
enumerated. It comproliends an interest in tho Father's 
love. Ho protects and corrects thoin, and provides for 
them ; gives His angols to guard them, His Spirit to guide 
thoin, nnd brings thorn without fail to the possossion of 
His ororlnsting kingdom. For this thoy have a sure and 
indefeasible title. Through the work of tho Spirit in 
snnctificnlion, they obtain incotness for its fuU onjoymont, 
and in due time they shall bo put into its indisputod and 
ennobling possession. Ueliovcrs arc, to tho wholo ox tent 
of all this dignity and of these privileges, tho sons of God 
"note." "Whenever thoy nro adopted, all nro "theirs," 
and " thoy aro Christ's, nnd Christ is God's." Thoy hnvo 
tho naturo, titlo, and spirit of sons. Their present right 
to all blessed privileges is guaranteed in tho covenant 
which is " ordered in all things and suro." Of this thoy 
aro assured, and can say in truth, '* Note" nnd not here- 
after, " are we tho sons of God." 

How, it may bo askod, may wo thus strongly and truth- 
fully assort our sonship '/ Chiclly in three rtxpecU, mny we, 
without presumption, make tho solemn declaration — 

1. From the tcstimoHi/ of the icortl. Tlio promise — "I 
will bo a Father to you, and yo shall bo my sons and 
daughters," accompanies tho command, **Como out from' 
among them, nnd bo ye soparnto." (2 Cor. vi. 1C.) "When 
wo receive Christ, nnd beliovo on His name, wo obtain 
'■power to become t he sons of God." (John i. 12.) "Wo are 
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"put among tho children," whon wo say, in tho languago 
of appropriation, "My Fnlhor." (Jor. iii. 19.) Faith, 
rocoiving Christ and renting on Him, is Holf -evidencing. 
Tlio act for the timo excludes questioning or doubting. 
Wo liavo boldness to como in (he full assurance of faith 
into tho immedinto Divino presonco. (Hob. x. 22.) 

2. Through Ike hading and te tines* of tho Spirit. " As 
many as uro IckI by tho Spirit of God, thoy uro tho eons of 
God." (Rom. viii. M.) Tho Spirit's work in glorifying 
Christ, and showing lo believers the things thnt nro His, 
consists greatly in gracious guidance. My supernatural 
inlluonco Ho draws to Christ lifted up. lie docs not 
forcibly drive, but gontly leads, and wo follow Him. Ho 
loads to prayer, lo holy ordinances, to fellowship with 
saints, to God and to honven. He reveals the truth, nnd 
nils with joy nnd penco in believing. In all theso cases, 
our wills nro inclined, our a (Tec lions clovntcd, and with 
hearts enlarged, wo run tho wuy of God's precepts. Tho 
Spirit " witnesses with our spirit that we nro the children 
of God." He begins "n good work" in tho soul; nnd 
by raising nnd giving a new direction to thcnntural powers 
of the mind, Ho brings out Uio witness of our own spirit to 
our sonship. As u Divino Agont dwelling within, I [olios 
immediate access to tho winetified heart, and can nt any 
timo give a powerful confirming testimony that wo nro tho 
children of God, nnd heirs according to tho promise " Ho 
thnt beliovcth hath tho witness in himself." When tho 
11 Comforter is come, Ho shnlt testify of mo," nnd "yo also 
shall benr witness, becauso yo have boon with mo from tho 
beginning." (1 John v. 10; John xvi. 2G, '27.) 

3. Our conduct, and the Father** dealings with u* t show 
thnt wc nro now tho sons of God. Ho calls us son* nnd not 
xertanU, becauso Ho hath mado known lo us nil things that 
He heard of tlio Fnthor. (John xv. 13.) "Hereby wo 
know that wo know Him, if wo keep His comimindmcnts." 
AVo servo Him ns a son hit* father, with devoted affection 
nnd a high rognrd to His honour. As wo approach His 
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throno of grnco, wo constantly cry, " Thou nrt my Fnthor; 
my Go<l nlono, unci tho Rock of my salvation." (Ps. lxxxix. 
2G.) Tho Father's dealings with His ndoptcd childron 
nro nil in lovo and pity — in sovoroign wisdom and gnico. 
His chastisomonts nro tho discipline of the covenant; 
nud nrocortnin tokons of sonship and pntorncil lovo. Ho 
makes known His miiiio to His brolhrou ; nnd with joy and 
dolight Ho prcsonts them to tho Futhor, saying, "Bohold 
I nnd tho childron which God hnth givon mo." Ho sola 
His iinnio upon thoir fovohoads; nud ovon their imperfec- 
tions nnd mils do not chnngo His relation towards thorn, or 
disinhorit thorn. They nro tho " spots " of His childron, 
which in duo timo will fully disappear. So is it nil along. 
Thoy aim to walk boforo Him to all woll-plcnsing; nnd Ho 
guides thorn by His counsel, works nil their works in thorn, 
and delights to honour nnd bless thorn. Assurance of our 
sonship can only bo found in tho way of holy obedienco, 
and of bringing forth much fruit. Without this, tho claim 
is presumption nud n dolusion. 

II. pHESEXT lUrEKFKCTIOX OF OUR KNOWLEDGE 
OK THE FUTURE. 

" It doth not yet appear what ice shall be." The original 
words aro singularly expressive " It hath not yet boon 
manifested ; " or, " wo do not yot manifestly know." The 
full future of our condition is yot obscure. Imperfection 
and darkness in part remains. It is not clear what wo 
shall bo. Though we are now tho sons of God, our mani- 
festation to tho world and tho clearness of it to ourselves 
have not yot taken place, yet our hopo is firm and steadfast. 
Wo know with wetl-atsnred knowledge * that if He bo 
manifested, or "when Ho shall appear/' we "shall bo like 
Him, for wo shall see Him as Ho is." Tho phraso, " we 
know not what wo shall bo," may be regarded in a twofold 

• Thin U tho forco of the origiaiil Greek. 
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nspoct :— 1. As (h* entrant* of the disembodied tpirit to ghry. 
Tho chuDgo that tokos placo at death is a mystery, nnd 
until it is actually oxporionccd must remain in comprehen- 
sible. The time of dying is a soloiun and awful moment. 
Tho transition of a hiimau spirit from timo to otornity is of 
tho most absorbing in to rent nnd importance Wo know 
that tho soul in dying is conscious, nnd thnt death is not tho 
sloop of tho spirit. Wo hnvo tho clearest testimony thnt 
when absent from tho body tho ransomed spirit is im- 
mediately present with tho Lord ; nnd thnt " to dopart nnd 
bo with Christ" is " far bettor" than tho highest condition 
of .spiritual enjoymont hore. Yet is there much pertaining 
to the soul's etuto when disembodied thnt wo cannot now 
clearly understand. Tho plnco of its ubodc, the maun or of 
its future oxistonco, its modo of thought and feeling, nnd 
tho way in which it has communion with God nnd intor- 
courso with saints aud holy nngels in tho world of spirits, 
must coutinuo obscure, till tho shndows of time are gono, 
nnd wo hnvo been fully introduced to tho glorious realities 
of etornity. 2. Tho resurrection of the taints, and their 
glorified state in eternity. Of tho ble&sod resurrection of tho 
righteous wo nrc fully assured in tho Gospel ; nud thoir 
faith nnd hopo hnvo tho strongest confirmation in tho 
resurrection of Christ — tho Head of His body, ns tho first- 
fruits and model of tho resurrection of tho righteous. Wo 
know that with tho snmo bodies as wero dissolved nt death 
the saints will bo raised ; but whoroin this identity fully 
consists wo are unnblo to toll. They will be wondrously 
changed, as thoy will bo raised up i minor tnl, incorruptible, 
aud spiritual. Tho bodice of tho saints will bear tho imngo 
of tho heavenly. They will not rcquiro mntorinl nlimeut; 
and weakness nnd decny will oxist in thorn no longer — 
" Flesh nnd blood cannot inherit tho kingdom of God, 
noithor doth corruption inhorit incorruption." Tho resur- 
rection of tho saints will bo to thorn tho day of comploto 
victory over donth aud tho grnvo. Tho second coming of 
Christ will bo tho day of " tho mnnifostntion of tho sons of 
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God," whon their lifo shall bo brought forth into bright 
cffulgonco, and thoy shall appear with Christ in glory." 
(Bom. viii. 19 ; Col. iii. 3.) But of any part of this altered 
state, and of the full glory of risen saints, wo am only havo 
at present imperfect and inndequnto conceptions. It is not 
yet manifest what wo shall bo. "Eyo hath not econ, nor 
ear heard, neither hath entered into tho heart of man, tho 
things which God hath propnred for thorn that lovo Him." 
(1 Cor. ii. 0.) Enough to (satisfy us amidst present dark- 
ness that a state of grnco conducts to glory, and that at 
Christ's second coming His saints shall bohold tho full 
manifestation of His glory, and bo fitted to shore His 
blessedness for evermore. 

Tho rrasotix of this partial manifestation, and of the 
present obscurity of our future condition, are various. Our 
intellectual powers are limited. Wo see but in part, and 
know only in part. We see now " through a glass darkly," 
but henceforth "wo shall seo faco to face." Tho glory of tho 
heavenly state, if fully revealed, would transcend our present 
mental powers to comprehend. Wo need focultios raised, 
nnd adapted to tho visions of heavenly bliss, boforo thoy 
can bo presented to tho mind in thoir effulgent splendour. 
This obscure manifestation may be necessary to our present 
condition. Enough is mndo known to quicken desiro, and 
to urge to diligent search. Such light only is given as to 
raise our affections to things above, nnd to stimulnto our 
efforts to rencli u world whoro thoro is night no longer, and 
where, ninid tho offulgonce of tho Saviour's glory, all that 
respects tho character and condition of tho saints shines 
forth in noon- tide manifestation. Wo walk by star-light 
now, nnd wait for tho morning of the day of glory, that 
shall nover he interrupted or conio to an end. Wo know 
not fully what we shall be, from the greatnes* and grandma 
of the glory to bo hereafter revealed. Present afflictions of 
tho saints work out for them " a far moro oxcoeding and 
eternal weight of glory." (2 Cor. iv. 17*) Whon Moses 
was given, in answer to prayer, tho vision of God's glory, 
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ho saw only " the back part* ; " tbo full-faco manifestation 
was rosorvod for tho highor stnto in hcavon. When Paul 
wns caught up into Iho thirtl heavens, ho saw and hcanl 
things which it is not possible* for a man to utt<jr in langu- 
age cnpnblo of being understood in the present state of our 
intellectual powers. No man can hero boo God and live.' 
In honvon alono the saints sco Jehovah's " fnce in righteous- 
ness, and whon thoy awnko tlioy nro fully satisfied with 
His likeness." (Ps. xvii. 15.) Tho full extent of (he saints' 
futuro happiness prevents us from knowing now what wo 
shall be. After all the discoveries inndo in tho word, tho 
thousandth part has not been told us of the glory that shall 
be rovcnlod. Tito bonlific fruition of God in heaven im- 
measurably transcends tho enjoyment of God which faith 
realises hero. Tho joys of God's salvation, which saints 
possess on earth, nro partial and eeatirseent, like drops from 
hcavon to rofrcsh tho spirit. In glory, the joys of tbo 
rod coined, liko tho ocean's fulness, nro inexhaustible and 
oteninl. "In Thy presence is fulness of joy: at Thy 
right hand there aro plonsurcs for evermore." (Ps. xvi. 2.) 

III. Cl.BAItXKSS AT CiMIIST's A1TKAKAXCE I'FODUCIXO 

L1KKNESS. 

" Whon Ho shall appear," or bo uiade manifest, " wo 
shall bo liko Him, for wo sliull seo Him as IIo is." Wo 
have hero presented a chiof object of tho beliovor's joyful 
and blessed hope— full likeness to Christ— then tho manner 
in which it is attained— and tho errtain knowledge of it. 
This is Iho end of tho Christian's supremo aim— to bo in 
soul and body liko Christ ; to bo nssimilntod to Him in 
charactor, happiness, and glory. This was nil along tho 
subject of hiB most fervent nspiml ions— the constant ob- 
ject of bis diligent pursuit. Tho matter of his frequent, 

• 2 Cor. lii. 4. The uripmil word in teller n initial /wwiUr than 
"/mr/u/." 
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sorrowful oompluiiit lias boon that lie was so unliko Christ, 
his blessed pottorn, iu heart and lifo, and in nil his ser- 
vices; ami his most animating liopo bus over boon tlmt 
ouo duy ho would be completely conformed to Him, and 
would share His honours und joys for over. The transi- 
tion from God in the opening of tho verso, to lie and Sim 
in tho latter cluuso, is noteworthy. It ox presses tho unity 
of tho Father and tho Son, that tho beatific vision of God 
is to sco tho glorified Saviour, and that to bo liko Him is 
to bo perfect us our Father who is in heaven is perfect. 
This likeness to God is conformity to Christ — " tho bright- 
ness of His glory, tho express image of His person." 

This complete assimilation is roprcsontod as tho result 
of a full vision of Christ at His second coming and glorious 
nppcorauco. In regeneration we are made like Christ. Pre- 
destined to bo conformed to tho imago of His Son (Rom. 
viii. 29) in our calling, wo nre renewed after tho imago 
of Hi in that created us. Christ Jesus is our blossed nll- 
porfect model. Wo exchaugo tho imago of tho earthly, 
and hencoforth wo bear the imago of tho heavenly. All 
tho lineaments and features of a perfect man in Christ arc 
fouud in tho new creature, though weak and imperfectly 
developed; but ns imparted by Divino powor, thoy nro per- 
manent and incfTaccublo. 

This likeness is gradual and growing conformity here. In. 
tho work of sanctiGcatioa wo grow up to " likoness to 
Christ iu all tilings." Tho mind that was in Christ is iu 
us; and wo walk as Ho walked. Wo nro saved by " tho 
renewal of tho Spirit, which Ho sheds on us abundantly," 
(Titus iii. o.) Beholding as iu a glass the glory of tho 
Lord, wo nre " changed into tho sumo imago from glory to 
glory, as by tho Spirit of tho Lord." (2 Cor. iii. 18.) In 
tho primeval tomptution, Satan aspired to likonoss of Ood 
in power, and man to likoness in knowledge; saints, ronowod 
by tho Spirit, aspiro af tor His goodne** and holineu. TJndor 
Divino loading and agoncy this becoinos thoir happy attain- 
ment. Tho word is assimilating. Thoy aro sanctified by 
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tho truth. Fellowship with Christ iu holy ordinance* gono- 
ratos likeness ; and, through tho indwolling aud operation 
of the Spirit, tho sniuts grow iu rosomblauco to their living 
Hoad, and, roll oc ting His imago, thoy shino as lights in tho 
world. Thus the blessed dosigu of their oterual oloctiou 
is accomplished. Tho Saviour appears as "tho First-born 
among muuy brethren," all of whom exhibit n fuiuily liko- 
noss, us the}* shine " iu tho beauty of holiness." 

Tliis nssimilntion will bo perfect and inaUuitaneom here- 
after. It is here incipient and gradual, witli various inter- 
ruptions liko the day udvaueiug, or the sun shining, with 
clouds ut times couconling His disk, aud obscuring His 
nidinuco as He uscouds to meridian- brightness. At tho 
Suviour's futuro glorious uppcumuco tho itdl day breaks, 
and tho shadows for over Ueo away. The sun shines forth 
in noon-tide splendour, reviving ull earthly things, and 
having salvation under his beams. No longor uro tho 
saints under tho procoss of n gmduul imperfect renewal. 
Tho change at Christ's coming is insfantaitroiM, as tho like- 
ness is porfoct iu ovory part, and in all that pertains to 
their character and condition. This likeness will bo com- 
plete in tho bcliovor's spiritual nature — in knowledge, 
holiness, and felicity. Dim aud imperfect discoveries of 
God and His works uro dono away. Wo shall behold Him 
as He is, and shall "seo as wo nro scon, and know ovon as 
wo nro known." The sniuts at Christ's coming nro inudo 
porfoct in holiness. Thoy appear faultless and uublumo- 
ablo boforo tho throne. Thoy boo God's "face, and His 
naino is iu their foreheads." This perfection in holiness is 
tho essonco of hoavouly bliss. Saints nro brought to " tho 
inheritance iu light," and nro hoirs of God" in full posses- 
sion, as all that creatures can on joy of God's truth, and 
grace, aud blossodnoss is communicated to thorn. 

Tho bodies of tho redoomed will bo hereafter assimilated 
to Christ's risen and glorified humanity. ' ' Who shall change 
tho body of our vilonoss, that it may bo fashioned liko unto 
tho body of His glory." (Fhil. "i. 21.) Wo wait now 
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"for tho adoption, to wit, tho rodomplion of our bodies," 
(Rom. viii. 23), when tlioy shall bo raised from tho <1««^ 
glorious, incorruptible, nnd spiritual— reflecting in vivid 
lustro tho features of tho Elder Brothor, their living TTond. 
"What filmll ho tho full chnrniicr nnd condition of Iho 
saints' resurrection-bodies wo nro minblo now to toll or 
concoivo. It in sufficient for ub to hove tho nssurnnco of 
faith tlint they slmll bo completely assimilated to tho 
spotless perfect humanity of tho Redeemer. Weakness 
nnd deformity shall bo found in thorn no longer. Tlioy 
shall bo youthful nnd undecnying nnd vigorous — tho fit 
organs of Iho thoughts, desires, and purposes of glorified 
spirits, in tho nctivo nnd uninterrupted services of the upper 
snnetunry. Tho likeness to Christ which tho bodies of tho 
righteous assume nt tho resurrection mny bo that which 
He exhibited on tho mount of trnnsfigunition, or that in 
which Tie appeared to John in Pntmos, when, overpowered 
v with the brightness of His glory, ho fell nt His foot as 0110 
dead ; or such ns Moses saw on tho mount, when his face, 
reflecting tho glory, shono with dazzling splendour, so 
Hi at the children of Isrnol could not steadfastly behold 
him. Tho material frame of tho saints hero serves im- 
portant purposes. It tnkes in lessons of knowledgo from 
tho external crention, nnd it enables to impart those lessons 
to others. The human soul can, through this instrument, 
impress tho mnrks of its own mind nnd will on tho sur- 
rounding universe. JTcrcnftcr, when tho saints shall bo 
fully nssimilntcd in soul nnd body to their riaon Lord, 
these purposes will bo much more gloriously effected. 
Tho lordship of mnn ovor tho creatures will bo greatly 
heightened when it is restored through Clirist. (Hob. ii. 7.) 
The saints in glory will bo students in tho highest school 
— "heaven's academy" — of God's works and ways; nnd 
they will bo instruments then fully filtod to carry out Hie 
purposes townrd thorn. " Upright men," in tho morning 
of tho resurrection, "shall havo dominion." A part of 
thoir blessed recompense of reword is to havo rule ovoi 



cintiar at iii9 pirrt'iiE appearance. 065 

ninny citioe ; and as kings associated with thoir Lord iu 
dominion and glory, thoy shall do His will, in promoting 
for ovor tho wolfaro of tho univorso. As " joint-heirs with 
Christ," thoy liavo tho nearest access to God ; mid thoy nro 
brought fully to know tho trnuscoudont glory and ox- 
collunco of this inhoritnncc. 

This transformation will ho oflfected at Christ's glorious 
appearance. " Whon Ho shall nppoar," or bo " mudo 
manifest," wo " shall bo liko Him." The believer's soul 
puts on this likeness nt dentil. Tho Saviour comes, ns Ho 
promised, to reeoivo (ho departing spirit to Himsolf. Tlie 
light at ovoutido which shines in tlio death chamber, nnd 
boams into Uio heart, makes known Uio coming of the 
Saviour, and is sout to conduct into tho imme<liato pro- 
sonco of His glory. 13ut tho muni festat ion horo reforrcd 
to is tlio glorious nppcuranco of tho " great God and our 
Saviour," at tho resurrection and Inst judgment, whon Ho 
"shall appear tho socond limo without sin unto salvation." 
Ho shall thon come to bo "glorified in His saints, and to' 
bo admired in all them Unit bolievo." (2 Thess. i. 10.) 

Ho shall thou ap|H>ur in His glorified humanity, not ''in 
tho likeness of sinful llcsh, nor in tho dimness nud obscurity 
that concaded His glory iu His abased and sui Faring state 
on earth ; but in all tho tenderness and fumiliurity of an 
Elder Brother Ho will appear to His risen saints. Although 
coming in tho clouds of heaven iu great glory, (hero will 
bo no estrniigeducss in His muuifoslalion, and nought 
repulsive iu His appearance. The " same Jesus" will 
come again in like maimer as He went up into heaven, to 
resume tho most endeared communion witli His mi hits, and 
to finish tho blossing which Hu began to speak as Ho 
ascended to glory. In human nature Ho spako words of 
comfort to His disciples, and in tho sumo nature lie will 
como ngaiu to fulfil tho promise—" I will see you again, 
and your honrts shall rojoice, and your joy no mini takcth 
from you." (John xvi. '22.) The aspects uf the Saviour's 
Immunity liavo been greatly changed from its Bluto on 
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earth, but nil its tender sympathy nnd n flection romnin. 
When Ho shall como again, Ihcao aim 11 bo conspicuously 
displayed, not to tho fow only who witnessed His dopnrturo 
from onrth, but to tho iniiumornblo company of tlio ran- 
somed, who will ench sco Him, being most closely united 
to Him ns his Hu>dmnd nnd Head — as Hie lifo brought 
forth into effulgent manifestation. Ho shall npponr likowisc 
in the glory of Godhead, no will como in His own nnd His 
Father'* glory, with His mighty angels. The glory of Hie 
Divinity, of which He emptied Himself in His incarnation, 
will then shine forth in inconceivublo lustre. Not ns tho 
pnrlial nnd momentary glimpses that woro seen on tho 
mount of transfiguration, at His death and ascension, or 
to Stephen at death, or to John in Pntinos. His nppoar- 
nnce at Hit* second coming will exhibit tho glory which Ho 
had with tho Father from tho beginning, nnd display "the 
fulness of tho Godhead dwelling in Him bodily." This 
will bo reflected on His people with softened splondour 
from His mediatorial Person ; His majesty mid powor soon 
in conjunction with His tenderness nnd sympathy, as tho 
Chosen from among tho folk — God in our nnturo. Wo shall 
see Him in porfect vision, the soul being freed from 
sin, nnd enlarged in all its faculties. Tho vision will bo 
nenr, intimate, and most vivid, with nothing to appal or 
oppress; but, on tho contrary, with everything lilted to 
fill nnd snlisfiy tho soul, nnd to usher in tho brightest nnd 
most wondrous discoveries. We shnll " sco fnco to faco." 
"In that day yo shall know that I am in tho Father, and 
ye in lie, and I in you." (John xiv. 20.) 

Tho perfect and perpetual likeness of the saints is caused 
by Christ? s glorious appearance. As tho faco of tho moon 
turned towards tho sun reflects his brightness, nnd a flood 
of light is shod upon tho heavens nnd earth by the sun's 
noon-tido radinnco, so will it be at Christ's coming. Tho 
perfect vision of tho glorified Redeemer will impart com- 
plete likeness to Him. Liko tJio sun's rnys now photo- 
graphing at once on exact likenoss, so Christ's, coming in 
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glory will offoct in an instant this amazing transformation 
on tho bodies and spirits of His redeemed, ond lonvo tho 
likonoss fixed to all otornity. This " scoing Him as Ho is," 
is not in His innormost Godhond, for this finito minds 
cannot tako in but as ninnifestod through His manhood. It 
is not moreover by tho simple action either of the bodily eyo 
or of tlio intellect, but it is through tho state of tho mind 
and henrt. Wo shall spiritually perceive and inwardly 
appreciate* Him as He is, and thus wo shall attain to a 
full-fnco and indoliblo likeness of Him. 

Tx Conclusion. 

Tho subject directs to — 1. Solemn self-trial. Are you 
conscious of this relation, and of sharing tho privileges 
of sons? Tho matter is of unspeakable importance, and 
should bo tho subject of frequent and earnest inquiry. 
Have you received Christ by faith, and thus , obtained 
powor to become (ho sons of God ? Do you belong to tho 
ono family that in heaven and earth is named after Christ? 
Havo you come out and are separated from the world lying 
in wickedness, and from all tho ways of tho ovil ono ? With 
tho new nature you have received tho spirit of adoption. Tho 
" now name," which no man knows save ho that receive th 
it, is, in some measure, known to you, if you have obtained 
tho adoption of sons. It is written in your foreheads, and 
stands forth in your profession and walk. You joyfully 
declare, " Ueloved, now are wo tho sons of God," whilo 
you aro owned to bo "sons and daughters of tho Lord 
Almighty." 

"2. Culls us to the duties ami privileges of *onx. We nre 
required to " come out and bo separate." Tho wondrous 
lovo thatchoso us and mado us children, should constrain 
us lo lovo tho Father supremely, and servo Him with 

• It i it olMwrvnlilo thiil llio verb Wro, niul in Mm l. v. 8, IK'b. 
xlii. M, Jtov. i. 7 nod xxii. 4, in in the muMlc- or rvrtexive voice. 
iOgtti Tying pfrerptioH niul apprtt'vttwu. 
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child-liko devotion. Wo should confido in tho Elder 
Brother, and walk in tho brotherhood of fnith with mints 
in henvon and earth, ontl iu fellowship with holy angels— 
tho elder children of the family. Our work on earth is to 
do willingly and dovotodly tho sorvico assigned lo adopted 
children, and lo submit to its discipline and government. 
Wo should sook lo huvo our titlo to tho iuhcritimco cleared; 
and while we live as children of God, wo may claim and 
onjoy the high privileges of adoption— an interest in tho 
Father's love, Divino protection and provision, tho dis- 
cipline of sons, tho guidnnco of tho Spirit, tho guardianship 
of angels, and an inheritance among thorn that aro sancti- 
fied. Let us not act unworthy of this high vocation, nor 
live beneath our privileges. " What manner of persons 
ought we to bo in nil holy conversation and godliness?" 

3. In tho future nindo clear in Christ wo hnvo a Irue 
test of our prospect* of heaven. Tho presonco of Christ, and 
Likeness to Him which it produces, are lo all believers on 
earth tho object of intense desire and of constant, earnest 
pursuit. Their true happiness is placed hero ; and in pro- 
portion as they realise it, the spiritual predominates over 
tho material. They becomo weaned from the world, over- 
come it by faith, and experience the joys of God's salvation. 
Tho henvon which the renewed soul seeks, it finds greatly 
in spiritual communion with Christ now. His absence 
causes sorrow of spirit and mourning. When tho Beloved 
withdraws, and clouds and dnrkness surround His throne, 
tho heart of the saint punts for tho living God ns tho hart 
for the brooks of water. " Oh ! that I know whore I might 
find Him ! " " When shall I come and appear before Him ? " 
When he is brought near into His presonco and enjoys His 
favour, which is better thnn lifo, the believer rests iu God, 
his Bock, and glories in Him. "I-will greatly rejoice iu 
tho Lord ; 1113' soul shall bo joyful in my God." " Whom 
hnvo I in heaven but Thco?" (Isa. lxi. 10; Ps. lxxiii. 25.) 
Tho pledge and earnest of heavenly bliss nro in gracious 
discoveries of Christ to tho heart — the full possession 
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hereafter will consist in boing brought to His glorious 
presonco in heaven, and in perfect conformity to Him in 
soul, body, and spirit. In acquainting oursolvos with Him wo 
liavo peaco surpassing understanding keeping tho honrt and 
mind. Sooking likeness to Him in all tilings, wo advance 
to the stature of perfection. Thus our titlo to hoavonly 
felicity is clourcd up, and wo put on ineotuess for its full 
onjoyuicnt. The city above, which wo scok, bocomes moro 
known and endeared to us. "We see at times glimpses of 
its coining glory. Tho principal elements of its felicity are 
even now, to some dogroe, matter of conscious oxporionco ; 
and tho joys that fill tho heart, and that are expressed in 
spiritual praiso, oro the bogiuning and foretastes of the 
songs of exultant triumph with which tho ransomed come 
to Zion above, and of the " ovcrlusting joy " that beautifies 
their heads, when all clouds arc dibpcllcd, and sorrow and 
sighing for ovor flco away. Lot us thus test tho religion 
we profess. Let us, by the viows which wc entertain of 
tho future prospects of the saints, provo our charactor and 
life. Hoaven must be our own country. Wo must bo like 
tho laud to which wo nro journeying as our final loved 
homo. As the prcsenco of Christ and full resemblanco to 
Him arc the central objects of heavenly oajoyniont, so, as 
these form our happiness hero, and are 10 us objects of eager 
pursuit and of valued attainment, may wo know hcavon 
to bo our appointed homo, and that wo shall, shining in the 
beauty of holiness, reflect its glory for over. 

Finally — Huving Christ tho centra of ournfToctions and 
hope, wo arc called to tho constant and rigorous pursuit of 
Ao/iW«. Ho who shall finally appear to tho boliovor iu 
glory is his Life and Portion — his Hope and All. Ho has 
drawn him to Himsolf with cords of lovo and bauds of n 
man. Nothing in life or death is able to soparatc him from 
tho lovo of God, which is in Christ Jesus his Lord ; and 
becauso of His transcendent cxcolloncios, and of benefits 
innumornblo rccoived from Him, his love to the Saviour is 
supreme, grateful, and constant. The honvenly state, to 
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which ho looks forward, is that in which Christ's lovo to 
His rodeomod will bo oxprcssod in its fulness, tondorness, 
and power, embracing nil that woro givon Him of tho 
Father, nnd all for whom Ho ondurod tho agonies of tho 
cross. Thoro, too, glorified snints will bo nblo to pour out 
tho strongest lovo of their hoarts upon Him who died to 
save thorn, and who has brought thorn tho many sons to 
glory. This hopo in Tlim is suro and nll-puri fying. ' ' Ettry 
man that hath this hope in him purijieth himself, as God is 
pure." As II© who has called thorn is holy, so nro they 
required to bo holy in nil man nor of conversation. Thoir 
growing rosomblanco lo ITim here, as they soo Him by faith, 
is at onco tho ovidonco of a well-grounded hopo, and, at tho 
somo time, of progressive eonctifiention. Their assured 
prospect of tho Saviour's second coming for thoir completed 
salvation, and of their rosomblanco to Him, boing thon por- 
ioct, furnish tho most powerful and constrninimg motivo 
to purity of heart and to all holy obedionco. Thoro is 
hopo, bright and joyful, in tho beliovor's dentil ; for thou, 
when absent front tho body, ho shall bo present with tho 
Lord, beholding His face in righteousness, and satisfied 
with His likeness. That "blessed hopo," for which wo 
now look, will bo fully onjoyod nt tho resurrection, in "tho 
glorious appearance of the great God and our Saviour." 
Our present groat concern is to " follow after holiness, 
without which wo cannot soo tho Lord," and to " wait with 
patience for what wo soo not." Soon will tho ovorlosting 
day break, and all shadows floo away. In tho glorious 
manifestation of tho Saviour tho sons of God, inado par- 
takers of His likoness, shall, with rnpturo and dolight, 
wclcomo His coming. "Lo, this is our God; we have 
waited for Him, axd He will save us: this is the Loud, 
we have waited koll hlm ; we shall he olad, axd rejoice 

IX IKS SALVATION." (Ifltt. XXV. 9.) 



THE DYING FAITH AND LAST TESTI- 
MONY OF JOSEPH. 

HROBRW0 si. 22 — " By faith Jux^pli, when lie died, mndo mention of 
the depart urv of tho children of Israel : unci jjnvo conimnntlraont 
<-oiiueniiii|£ )hh bono*." 

In* the comprehensive and beautiful record of tho power 
and effects of faith contained in this chapter, wo liavo 
special references to its bright o vide nco as witnessed in (ho 
dying scenes of patrinrchi*, who died boUi boforo and aftor 
tlio flood. It is said — verso 13 — "Thcsoall died in faith," 
as it was testified boforo concerning them that (hey had 
lived by faith. Then in verso 21, it in declared of Jacob 
that, when ho was n dying, ho " blessed both (lie sons of 
Joseph, leaning upon tho top of hi s stalF." The toxt pre* 
sonls us witli a further instance, observable and striking, 
of tho oxorciao or like precious faith in death of n author 
servant of God. 

There aro few n nines more illustrious contained in 
tho inspired record than that of Joseph. Rachel's first 
son. In his early, gracious ondowinonls; in tho severe 
trials allotted to him in youth ; in tho ei'nineiit spirit 
which ho manifested when ho was raised to dignity 
and honour; and in the forgiving (empor and loving enro 
which ho showed towards his lather's house, wo behold a 
character of rarest excellence, nnd tho strongth of tho in- 
ternal principle by which he was actuated. He nourished 
his father in his old ago; nnd, according to previous an- 
nouncement, ho put his hands upon his eyes as he closed 
them in death. When, aftor their futhcr's death, his 
brethren apprehended evil from his hand, because of (lie 
wrongs they had done him, ho dispelled their fears nnd 
l-o-assurod Ihoir hopes. Ho told thorn that nil they had 
done was rendered subservient to God's purjioso of good, 
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both lo tho church of God and to others. " Ah for you, yo 
thought ovil against mo ; but God mount it unto good, to 
bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people nlivo." 
(Gon. 1. 20.) 

Whon tho time of Joseph's death drow nigh lie mini- 
moncd to his dying bed his broth rou who roniuinod in life, 
and tho descendants of such us hud died, addressed to 
them wonts of solemn and affecting import, nnd gnvo thorn 
a charge, continued by tho most weighty sanctions. Joseph 
was removed by death sooner than some of his brethren, — 
tho Divine design being that, by shortening his life, tin- 
way might bo opened for tho nllliction forotold to Tsrael. 
which cnnio not long after his decease. The brief account 
uf Joseph's Inst interview with his brethren, and of the 
exorcise of his dying faith, is given in Genesis 1. 2-1-26. 
furnishing tho appropriate conclusion of tho history of the 
Ismolitish putrinrchs, and of tho romurkiiblo first part of 
sacred Scripture. " I die : but God will surely visit you. 
and bring you out of this land into the laud which H<- 
sware to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. And Joseph 
took an oath of the children of Isrucl, saying, God will 
surely visit you, and yo shall carry up my bones from 
hence." Tho busis of the Apostle's statement iu tho toxt 
is obviously this historic record of Moses. Iu brief but 
most significant and affecting tonus, ho signalises the dying 
faith of Joseph in connection with the expression of tho 
faith of his father Jacob in like solomn circumstances, 
which had occurred more than half a century before. In 
one aspect the faith of both father and son were the same, 
being, us a gracious principle impluuted, "the substance of 
things hoped for," and having for its object the fulfilment 
of God's promise respecting his people's deliverance. But 
it would seom plain from the apostolic testimony that tin- 
Spirit designed to represent Joseph's faith ns stronger and 
higher than Jacob's. The commandment of the latter con- 
cerning his burial, with tho expressions that accompanied 
it, had more special refcreiico to tho past, and was appro- 
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priii to to one who felt that he was but a stranger and a 
pilgrim in Egypt; whoso natural inflections nnd memory 
woro clinging, ovon in death, to those who had lived and 
died iu Canaan. That of Josoph was by ono who pos- 
sessed high worldly powor and honour, and who died a 
prince in the land of Egypt. The iuj unction respecting 
his unburicd body nnd bones declared strongly and most 
impressively his ruling desire that, oven after death, ho 
might bo among tho pooplo of Isrnol. He had no doubt 
of thoir return to tho land which God had given to their 
fathers in covonant ; and ho was entirely willing, so far as 
his bones could represent him, to share all the future for- 
tunes of God's people ; not to bo sopnrntcd from them so 
long as they continued in tho houso of bondage, to go 
forth with them when they departed, and thou to rost in 
hope in his grave in tho laud of promise What fuller 
identification could there bo proclaimed with God's choson 
people in life nnd death ? whnt stronger faith could be 
expressed- in things unseen nnd hoped for ? This faith of 
Joseph in death — tho bofitting close of an eminently useful 
and honourable lifo of a truo sorvnnt of God — nppcnrs 
deserving of a brief illustration ; nnd the lessons which 
this dying scone inculcates cannot but bo rognrded as of 
much practical importance in our own day, and to all 
future generations. 

Tho historical record in Genesis, equally with tho 
Apostle's statcmont, lays tho stress upon two declarations 
concerning Josoph's faith — 1. Ho "mado montion" at death 
of tho dopartingof tho childron of Isrnol;" and 2. "ITo gave 
comnmndmoiit" or a chargo " concerning his bonos." In 
both instances thorc was a lively exercise of tho precious 
faith, which in all nges hns distinguished thoso who are 
called and choson sorvnnts of God, and tho predestined 
heirs of glory. Wo notice — 
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I. TlIK FIltST IX3TAXCK OF JoSKFU's FAITH, IX MAKINO 
MENTION OF IsitAKI.'s DKMVKItANCK FHOM EOYIT. 

Tho wholo lifo of Josoph— so remarkable for trials and 
dolivomnces, so distinguished for intogrily and usofulnciw 
—was characterised by omiiiont gracos, and their rich and 
plentiful fruits. His* fnitli in God, and firm trusj: in His 
promise and providence, wcro especially conspicuous in 
all tho diversified scones through which ho passed. Of the 
various marked incidonts iu tho lifo of Joseph in which the 
strength of his faith was tested, and enmo forth strengthened 
by tho trial, it is noteworthy thnt tho Spirit, speaking by 
the Apostle, selects only 0110 at tho close of lifo, and 
exhibits tho steadfastness and triumph of tho internal 
principle which had distinguished him abovo others 
throughout the whole of his eventful history. 

Tho time in which ITo gnvo distinct expression to a 
strong and delibcrato act of faith is particularly marked. 
It is indicated by tho phrase, " when Ho died," or was "n 
dying.'* A similar expression is used in relation to Jacob. 
his father, in tho preceding verso — " By faith, Jacob, when 
ho was a dying." Tho original participle used in roforoncc 
to Joseph's death is different, however, from that which is 
employed in speaking of Jacob's ; indicating, it seems 
probable, that his work was completed bj* this full avowal of 
his confidenco in God's faithful word of promise, and he 
received the end of his faith in the lively hope of salvation 
for himself and for Israel. Joseph had reached tho assigned 
limit of his lifo on earth ; he had lived ono hundred and 
ten years, and had soon his children and children's children 
to tho third generation. Surrounded by objects of domestic 
endoarment, and in tho onjoyinout of public honour and 
influence, the fruit of eminent usefulness, ho is brought to 
tho closing scone of liis earthly history, either by gradually 
increasing infirmities, or by tho sudden eollapso of bodily 
strength. Sousiblo that his lifo- work was completed amid 
felt tokens of dissolution} his brethren — those who still 
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survived, uud somo of tho childrou of olhors — woro sum- 
moned into liis presonco. Thon, from tho lips Hint hod so 
often spokon to thorn wiso, faithful, nnd loving counsels, 
woro uttered tho solomu words — " I dio." It was tho 
announcement tlmt nil his eoncora respecting thorn, and nil 
his intercourse with thorn on earth, wore now coinplotod. 
Those vjords, spokou from tho dying bod of a tried friend, 
hod, in tho circumstances in which they were uttorcd, uud 
tho directions with which thoy were accompanied, ovory- 
thing fitted to fix tliu nttonlion, nnd to give weight to the 
message Thoy woro tho Inst words of one who hud done 
much to secure thoir attachment, and who had tho highest 
claims upon thoir ready obedience. Thoy were oxpressivo 
of his firm uud unwavering faith. Viowiug death near, 
Josoph was calm, confident, and hopeful. Bright us tho 
mollow splendour of tho sun setting without a cloud, his 
was tho sorouo close of a course which continued to shine 
more and moro till tho perfect duy. 

This dying declaration nnd chargo showed liim who 
gate it as at peace with God — fur from fear, and ch icily con- 
cerned about others. Tito faith by which Josoph was early 
distinguished, had, throughout life's duties and trials, 
produced its propor effects. In uflliclions and persecutions 
in youth, in strong tomptntions and con 11 ids, in unolovntod 
station, nnd greatly important public work, ho held fnst his 
integrity, nnd displayed tho lustre of n pure and noblo 
charactor. IIo had obtained ponco with God in justifica- 
tion. Tho trial of his faith, more precious than gold, had 
boon found to praise, nnd honour, and glory. Ho had 
ovorcomo tho world nnd nil its en mi lies nnd temptations by 
faith; nnd, in "hearkening" to God's "coinmnndmouts," 
his "pouco was ns a river, and his righteousness as tho 
waves of tho son." (Ian. xlviii. 18.) Tho latter end was now 
pouco, uudisturbod by tho billows of death, or tho four of 
judgment. Tho ominont public spirit which chnrnctorieed 
him through lifo is conspicuous in tho purling scouo. lu 
tliis inter viow with his brethrou, ho mukos no mention of 
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himsolf, or of might Hint pertained lo private or family 
intarosts. His wholo concern expressed is about tho future 
of Israel, nud for tho prosperity of tho church. Ho loses 
sight of himself, and is wholly wrapt up in spirit in tho 
fulfilment of the promiso of tho covonant, and in tho coming 
glory of God's people. Such has over boon tho fullest and 
brightest exhibition of truo faith. Thus, Moses, before his 
death, in his finnl instructions and parting benedictions, as 
recorded in tho book of Doutoronomy, proforrcd Israel's 
enlargement mid blessing to all personal and family 
honours. And such faithful and tried sorvants of Christ 
ns Calvin and Knox, and tho martyrs Cameron, Cnrgill, 
and Ronwick, displayed in death their strong and horoic 
faith, in regarding tho prospority of the church of Christ, 
and tho triumph of His cause, as thoir highest source of 
happiness and joy. 

Tho first instance of Joseph's strong faith is expressed 
when it is doclarcd — "2/<? made mention of the departure of 
the children of Israel." Tho object of it was tho deliverance 
of God's people out of Egyptian bondngo. Of this ho made 
special mention, ns tho great matter which then occupied his 
thoughts and earnest desires, and which, of all others, was 
a subject of deepest concern to his brethren surrounding 
him. Tho matter, presented in so engrossing an aspect 
to his mind and theirs, in his dying hour, was not simply 
tho termination of the lengthened period of bondngo and 
suffering, but it was Israel's deliverance from troubles 
foretold, and freedom from subjection and distress, in ac- 
cordance with God's covonant With firm confidence and 
assured hopo ho declared, " God will surely visit you, and 
bring you out of this land into the land which He swore 
to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob." The faith thus 
expressed implied his expectation of deliverance from 
diversified triah and great dirtrets. God is said in scripture 
to "visit" when Ho draws near to help in trouble, and 
whon Ho interposes to rescue from tho hands of enemies, 
and from great dangers and distress. He visits in the day 



LAST TESTIMONY* OF JOSRl'H, 377 

of trouble groat. Ho makes baro His nrm to froo from 
danger. He brings speedy help to those who nro ovorcome 
and helpless. "I ha vo seen, I have seen the aflliotion of 
My peoplo, and am come down to dolivor Uiom." (Exodus 
iii. 7.) In the covenant transaction with Abraham, recorded 
in Gonosis xv., when tho bond a go and dolivoranco of Israel 
were symbolically exhibited by "tho smoking furnaco" and 
tho ** burning lamp that passed botwoon tho pieces," it was 
nnnounccd that tho patriurch's seed should bo " a stranger 
in a land <hnt was not theirs," and should bo in servitude 
and afflicted for four hundred years. Joseph had this 
iissurnncctfull in viow when ho spoke of God's certain 
visitation, nnd of Israel's departure from Egypt. His faith 
rested on God, the holpor of His people, nnd was stayed on 
tho assurance that, in thoir great distress, "tho lamp" of hope 
nnd salvation would shino amidst the thick darkness. It 
was tho assured pledge to him and to them that whon 
God saw that their help was gone, lie would visit in mercy 
and in love, for tho full deli vera nco of His people, and for 
tho sure destruction of all their enemies. 

Joseph's faith reposed wholly on the promise and eorenanf 
of Jehorah. It grnspod tho promise, spoken three hundred 
years before, and took hold of tho covenant mudc with 
Abraham. Liko the father of tho faithful, Joseph ap- 
propriated God, in His covonant-rclntions, as his "Shield 
nnd oxceeding great reward " — os his Portion, nnd Light, 
and Salvation. It saw "tho promise afar off, and was 
porsundod of it. and embraced it." Tho effect was to pro- 
fess joyfully the pilgrim's lot on earth, nnd to sook a 
stable and glorious inheritance. All tho church's future 
fortunes — hor trinls and con Diets, hor dolivernuces, en- 
largement, nnd triumph — woro irrevocably dotonninod in 
tho covenant ; and tho blessed provision wns revealed nnd 
brought near in tho faithful word of promise On this 
tho pntrinrch stayed his dying faith, nnd from this ho hold 
out tho bright nnd sweet hopo to his brethren. Tho 
eovonnnt, "ordered in all things nnd suro," wns all hifl 
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"salvation mid desire;" ond llio promiso, "yon nnd amon" 
in tho Mcdialor, nbsoluto ond unconditional, was firm ond 
steadfast* as tho anchor ground of his hope. So ought 
we, in lifo nnd death, to oxerciso strong faith for dolivor- 
nnco nnd salvation on tho sure word of promiso, nnd on 
tho everlasting covcnmit. Tho faith in lifo by which wo 
roeoivo n " good report," and boooino " heirs of righteous- 
ness," is hero ; lliis is n true, tried, triumphant faith in 
dying. "I*y two immutablo things" — His word and oath 
— " in which it wns impossible for God to lio, wo hnvo a 
strong consolation, who hnvo lied for rofugo to lny hold of 
tho liopo that in Bot boforo us." (Hob. vi. 18.) • 

Tho near prospect of Israel's bondage and helpless con- 
dition did not impair or weaken Joseph'* faith. Tho hard 
serviludo nud grievous affliction of Jacob's seed in Egypt 
woro to prcccdo tho dolivornneo, and bo of long con- 
tinunnco. God had suid to Abraham, " Know of a surety 
that thy seed shall be a stronger in a laud that is not 
theirs, nnd shall servo them ; nud I hoy shall nfllict them 
four hundred years." (Gen. xv. la.) This bittor bondage 
wns near ot hand, and its dork shadows wcro projected on 
tho vision of tho future. The present peace and prosperity 
of Israel were to bo succeeded by degraded sorvitudo and 
great oppression. Yot tho prospect of ombittorod suffer- 
ing did not stumblo or impair Joseph's faith in ultimate 
dolivorniicc. Heavy trials lie know to bo a necessary part 
of tho allotment in tho covonant; and these were ordained 
to come first, that tho redemption from Egypt might be 
scon coming from God's hnnd — the fruit of covonant grace 
and love; and that tho glory of tho deliverance might 
redound to Jehovah, tho covenant God of thoir fnthore. 
Emphatically did Joseph to his brethren "ninko montion," 
or call to remembrance, their departure from Egypt. . He 
laid claim to no now revelation. Ho reminded thorn of 
God's covonant with Abraham, and culled to their ronieni- 
brnnco the faithful word of promise, nnd tho circumstances 
connoctod with its fulfilment. Faith liko Joseph's, instead 
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of failing in tho viow of diuloultios and sufferings, guthors 
now strength from tho trial. It rests on Divino faithful- 
ness, and trusts to almighty power. Groat mountains 
bocomo a plain, and tho darkness preceding renders the 
day of promised dulivcmuco tho moro glorious. Tho lest 
and trinl of tho church's fnith in tho hard bondugo and 
lengthened oppression through which she must pass ore 
alio reaches hor futuro rost in glory. Yot tho clear appre- 
hension of this invigorates fnith, mid lends to realise its* 
joyful rownrd. Out of weakness wo nro mndo strong. 
Through much tribulation we inherit tho kingdom. And 
fixing tho oyo of fnith upon tho glory to bo rovcnlod, we 
nro propared for con diet and sufferings. Wo are " more* 
than conquerors," oven when cngngod in tho wnrfnro; nnd 
prosont nflliclions, folt to bo light and momentary, bocomo 
instriunontnl in working " out u fur moro exceeding, even 
nu otornnl weight of glory." Tho church's deliverance 
nnd victory nro effected after tho same uiuniicr in nil ages. 
After groat oppression, nnd times of wasting nnd weak- 
ness, God's glorious power is displayed in working mani- 
fold solvation in midst of tho oarth. Tlio iron l'urnncu, 
and tho rod of tho oppressor, aro the lot of the righteous. 
"When thoso luivo olfected thoir desired purpose, tho power 
of tho enemy is broken, and the church, purified nnd en- 
larged, comes forth to glorious freedom, and appears most 
bountiful — the joy of tho earth. 

This expression of Jacob's faith in tho promiso of 
dolivornnco wns www/ stasonablr. It nnimnlcd his hope and 
olovnlod his own heart in tho hour of death. It shut up 
his broLhrou to oiiliro conlidonco in thoir covenant -God. 
and raised thorn abovo darkness and dospondoncy, by 
lending thorn to rest on tho promiso, nnd assuring them of 
nn inhoritauco oxcolling in glory. It was Joseph's farewell 
to all tho power and riches of Egypt. Earthly faino and 
honour sink into insignificance, compared with tho portion 
of Jacob and tho covounnt-inhorilnnco of his people. 
Thus should wo ohorish faith's ostimato in life, and thus 
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should wo nook to rcaliao tho strength and victory of faith 

in doatli. Wo should reckon that neither tho possessions, 

nor " tho sufferings of this present timo," nro worthy to be 

compared with tho glory (hut shall bo rovcalcd in us. 

Amidst darkness and discouragement, wo should look to 

tho hills whonco our aid comes; and, in dying, wo should 

seek to givo expression to tho assured hopo of Zion'e 

dolivorance, and of tho truth's triumph. "Thoy that sow 

in tears shall reap in joy." ''Tho Lord hath brought forth 

our righteousness; coino and lot us dcclnro in Zion tho 

work of tho Ixml our God." (Pe. exxvi. 5, 6; Jor. li. 10.) 

To his brothron it was tho most suitablo timo to make 

mention of tho promise, and of its cortain necomplishmont. 

Through their brothor, their head and bonef actor, thoy 

had boon brought into a state of great outward comfort 

and prosperity. Thoy wero rich, and increased in goods ; 

and from tho influonco which Joseph oxcrciscd near tho 

throne, and tho bonoflts which his wiso ndministrntion had 

conferred on tho nation, thoy might reasonably hopo that 

thoir prosporous condition would bo lasting. To wonn thorn 

from worldly things, ho sought in death to fix their 

thoughts and affections upon tho richos of tho covonant, as 

greatly surpassing tho treasures of Egypt. In tho viow of 

calamities which he foresaw wore approaching, ho raised 

thoir hopes to tho promised dolivorance. Ho gathered in 

comfort for himsolf, in tho thought that though ho would 

not live to witness tho fulfilment of tho promise, ho would 

yot die in tho full assurance that it would bo abundantly 

accomplished. 

II. The faith of Joseph seen is the couuaxduest 

COXCEHXIXO HIS DOXES. 

The solemn injunction givon by Joseph to his brethren 
was peculiar to him alono. Others of tho Old Tostamont 
patriarchs had givon expressions to joyful hopo in death. 
Jacob had spoken of being buried in tho sepulchro in 
nfachpolah, and of fellowship after doath with lorod ones, 
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who had boon intorrod thoro boforo. Joseph spoke ox- 
prcsaly of his unburicd body remaining with Israel through 
all coining trials, till the ond of their bondago in EgypL, 
and thon of his bones boing carried witli thorn, and obtain- 
ing sepulture, when Ihaj would rest from their wundcriugK. 
and bo ostablishc<I in llio land of Cnuann. Evorylliiug 
connected with this instanco of tho faith of the dying saint 
is significant and oxprcssivo, indicating his assured trust 
in tho coYonnnt of God, and presenting to us subjects of 
most solemn nnd weighty instruction. 

Tho Apostle says, " by faith, Josoph gave command - 
inont concerning his bones." Tho original Grcok torm 
donotes a ttrict charge t an authoritotivo injunction con- 
coniing a mat tor which it were criminal to neglect. It is 
olsewhoro used respecting the sprinkling of tho blood that 
ratifles tho covonant. (Hob. x. 20.) It was in this case 
a command expressive of sovoreign authority, ns Joseph hud 
tho rulo over his brethren. As indicating an obligation 
superadded and most weighty, tho sacred historian tells us 
that Josoph took an oath of tho children of Israel, saying, 
" God will surely visit you, and ye shnll carry my bones 
from honco." (Gen. 1. 25.) 

Tho injunction given was au oath, and of tho nature of a 
row or cocaianf, that was considored binding long after. A 
solemn appeal by oath to Johovah, as a witness and a 
judgo, in a matter of great importance, is warranted ulikti 
by tho light of nuturo and by scripture — precept and 
example. As Abrffcnm took au oath of his servant about 
es|K>u8ing a wife foF his non Isaac, so Joseph oxncted au 
oath of his brotbron, nnd bound them by vow and covenant 
to porform what Tfe rcgnrded to him nnd them ns of trnns- 
coiid out intorostT^It is evidently implied that the vow thuo 
demanded and given would have an obligation reaching far 
beyond tho life of the contracting parties. Joseph knew 
tho time definitely fixed in the covenant with Abraham for 
Israel's emancipation, and that several generations wore yd 
locome till itwouldbeoffeclod. Not fewer than one hundred 
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and forty years aftor his doath did tho bondogo in Egypt 
coiiliiiuo. Then ihoro woro forty yoai-s' wnndoring in tlio 
wildorncss, and tho wars of Canaan woro not ondod till a 
«pmrtcr of n century nftcrwnrds. Mora than two hundred 
yean had expired from Iho iimo thnt tikis onth mid vow won 
uttered tit Josoph's dying bed, until shortly boforo tho 
death of Joshua his bones found interment iu Shochom. 
Yet long after tho brothron of Joseph woro nil dond, nnd 
throughout moro than six gonorntions thnt intervened, 
amid nil tho chiingos nnd wnndorings, nnd rebellions of 
Israel, tho obligation of this vow was folt, tho dying com- 
mand of Joseph was obeyed, nnd tho covenant was 
recognised ne binding, until tho duty which was the 
mutter of tho vow was discharged. Could Ihoro bo n 
fuller, clearer exnmplo, tantamount to nn authoritative 
precept, thnt covenants whoso matter is moral nnd religious 
havo a continued obligation, oxtending long beyond tho 
time when (ho parties pledge themselves to God and to one 
another ? 

Tho iriitdom and filial piety of Joseph woro seen in this 
command. II is injunction resembled that of his fnthor, in 
preferring Caiman to Egypt ns the resting pluco for his 
earthly remains ; and yet he did not enjoin his burial in n 
distant place immediately after his death. This might 
have been regarded by tho Egyptians ns indicating that 
one whom they had raised to power nnd honoured in life 
designed in death to bo wholly separated from them, nnd 
might have led them to treat his brethren remaining 
among them ns nn alien raco, lit only for subjoction and 
oppression. Jacob had, in token of peculiar olfaction for 
lo.soph, the son of his lovod Rachel, assigned him a 
[M*culinr lot nt Shochom— the portion conquered from tho 
Amorito ; nnd though ho neither claimed nor possessed it 
in life, yot lie selected it to bo the repository of his dust, 
thus giving evidonco of his remembrance of his father's 
faith, nnd of his paternal affection. A faith liko Joseph's 
in death will evidonco itself by meekness of wisdom, and 
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by honouring tiio memory and imitating tho oxamplo of 
godly parents. 

Again — Tho commnnd of Joseph concerning his bonos 

impressively showed that lie dcat'gtud to be completely $t*pa- 

raUd from Egypt, desiring to retain none of its honours, 

nor to have his memory porpoluated there. On many 

grounds, Joseph might havo wished to have his namo 

handed down to posterity in connection with tho nnnals of 

Egypt. Ho had been culled by singular providences to fill 

a prominent placo in tho counsels and government of tho 

nation. Ho had been truly a benefactor of tho kingdom, 

relioving, by liis wiso and upright administration, national 

distress, and raising tho country to high distinction. 

Equally by prince and people ho wns deservedly held in 

tho highest reputation , and hid famo as a governor might 

have adorned tho annals of Egypt, and boon transmitted 

with honour to roniote posterity. Besides, in right of 

their mother, his children were entitled to princoly rank 

among the hereditary nobility of the nation. From tlio 

respect in which he was universally held, bad bo desired 

it-, ho might have been buried in the chief of Egyptian 

sepulchres; his name might have been inscribed on tho 

proudest national monument. Ho might havo boon tho 

head of a long line of noblo descendants — tho record of 

his character and deeds giving them eminent distinction. 

All these worldly advantages, Joseph by faith openly re* 

nounced. Connection with Egypt, and its wealth and 

[tower, mid honour for himself and his family, he osloeiued 

of no value, and preferred to them ull the lot of God's 

Israel — an inheritance among those who ''confessed that 

they wore strangers mid pilgrims on earth." Like Moses, 

ho "' esteemed the reproach of Christ greater riches than 

tho treasures of Egypt ; for he hnd respect unto tho re- 

coinpciiso of tho reward." (Hob. xi. 26.) Ilia faith won 

tho victory by which he overcame tho world. 

Tho commnnd of Joseph concerning lus bones was, 
furthermore, his pomtrd tetiimony agttinH Egypt'* idolatry. 
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Whon Moses died, tho Lord buried him, und his sopulchro 
remained unknown, lo prevent Israel, ever ho prono to idol- 
worship, from showing undue vouornlion to Ink tomb. So 
Joseph cut off opportunities of superstitious, idolatrous 
worship from tho Egyptians, by entrusting tho preserva- 
tion of his unburicd body to his hrothron, and tho dopor- 
tntion of his bones, whon thoir descendants forsook Egypt. 
Ancient Egypt was mud ujwn its idols ; and in n country 
whore tho heavenly luminaries, tho powers of nature, 
irrational animals, innnimnto objects, and even human vices 
were worshipped, had Joseph boon buriod ninid tho nation's 
regrols und honours, in futaro times pilgrimagos would 
have boon inado lo his tomb, and costly offerings presented. 
His name would have tilled u high nicho in the national 
lomplcs, nnd his relics would liavo rccoived Uio numerous 
oblations of superstitious veneration. As through lifo lie 
maintained full sopn ration from Egyptian idolatry, and 
acknowledged his depondenco on God nlone, nnd his 
jealousy for His glory, so in denth he testified his ab- 
horrence of all idol worship, by on joining the romovnl of 
his bones, that he might render it impossiblo for the 
Egyptians over after to pay them divine homage or 
superstitious veneration. 

Not loss were tho guardianship of Joseph's unburicd 
body, us on trusted to the Israelites whilo thoy remained in 
Egypt, and tho si Ion t colli n and lifoless bones, accompany- 
ing thorn in their march through tho wildornoss. until they 
wore lodged in the sopulchro in Canann, a constant testi- 
mony against lapsing unto idolatry, to which thoy wore 
ever prone, and a designod prctertalire from all practice 
of idolatry. The Egyptians may have resigned all caro of 
Iho funeral of Josoph to his brethren ; and whether his 
body was deposited in ono of tho pyramids till tho time of 
tho oxodus, or prcsorvod in private families, it bore a silent 
but omphalic testimony against all fellowship with the 
idols of Egypt. Whon the Lord had " famished tho gods 
of Egypt/' ft,| d Moses, and tho many thousands of Israel, 
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loft tho Louso of bondago, thoy carried tho bono* of tho 
patriarch with Uiom (Exod. xiii. 19)— a public testimony 
that thoy maintained a marked separation from nil idola- 
try. In all thoir /uluro jouruoyings tho precious caskot, 
aa it accompanied tho host, proclaimod tbo samo abhorronco 
of all creature- worship. Tho boues of Josoph, as thoy wore 
borno out of Egypt, proclaimed tho destruction of its idols ; 
and tho rest which at length thoy obtained in Canaan 
virtually declared that tho glory of Canaan was, that it was 
a land purged from idolatry, and in which Israel's God 
was alcmo honoured and worehippod. 

Morcovor, this solomu injunction was givou to entourage 
the faith and animate the expectation of God's pcoplo. At 
Joseph's death a change was nt hand ia tho condition of 
Israol in Egypt; and tho prophetic wuruing given to 
Abraham of griovous affliction for his sood was about to 
bo accomplished. They woro encouraged to moot tho 
approaching trouble by tho u&suruuco of u joyous rot urn 
to Canaan. When Jacob, in dying, charged his sons to 
bury him in tho sepulchre of his fathers, his descendants 
were in ease and prosperity in Egypt; yet his charge taught 
them impressively not to chooso Egypt us thoir home, nor 
to rest in its possessions and pleasures. It virtually incul- 
cated thuL they should ovor keep Canaan in viow us thoir 
allotted inheritance. Their hope wus to be centre*! in tho 
laud promised in covenant, and thoir linbit of lifo was to bo 
conformed to it, and not to tho spirit and conduct of Egypt. 
But Joseph in dying descried tho thickening gloom of 
trouble ami long oppression before his brolhrou ; nud ho 
cheered their hearts by assuring thorn of an outgate of tho 
trial, in thoir dopnrturo from tho house of bondage, and an 
01 1 trance into tho linul rest in Cnnaan. Instead of asking 
them to do for him what lie did for his father, he enjoined 
them to kcop his bonos with them, till their oppression 
would be uudod. lie wus willing to share all their lot, and 
virtuully to havo full fellowship with thorn in suffering und 
doliverunco. He would impart to them the believing hope 
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that choorod himself in death. Tho light from hcovon Uiat 
beamed upon tho doath-scono showed dourly that tho 
tribulations of Egypt would end in tho peace and joy of 
Canaan. As ho committed his bones to them to kcop in 
truBt, and look from thorn a solemu vow, ho virtually 
required that thoy should novor, in tinios of dcopost dark- 
ness uud depression, loso eight of tho promised rest and 
blessing. While they kept tho precious doposit^ae often as 
they looked on the coffin which oncloscd tho sacred remains— 
they were to exorciso tho same strong faith, and cherish tho 
samo bright hope, as distinguished tho closing scene of 
Joseph's useful and honournblo life. 

This instnnco of Joseph's faith in his dying command, and 
the oath and row that ho oxactcd of his brothron, could not 
but deeply affect and imprest (hem at the time. What effect 
tho preservation of lus uuburied body had upon Israel in 
years of bitter bondage and great oppression, tho sacred 
history does not inform us. But wo can hardly doubt 
that, among such as boliovcd God's word, and wnitcd for 
His salvation, tho remembrance of Joseph's dying charge, 
and tho preservation of his remains, would often remind 
them of God's covennnt with Abraham, and powerfully re- 
vive the expectation of the promised deliverance. Through 
tho dark clouds that oncompessed them, rays of hopo would 
ehino upon their degradation and misory, pointing them to a 
glorious future. On two notable occasions in the subsequent 
history, wo ore assured that this expression of dying faith 
camo into vivid remembrance. On tho bright morning of 
Israel's freedom, as thoy went out, a harnassed host, from 
Egypt, " Moses took tho bonos of Joseph with him." It 
seems not unlikely that this was done by some public act, so 
as to strengthen the faith, deopon tho son so of covenant- 
obligation, and swell tho holy joy of tho wholo congregation. 
And when tho conquest of Cannon under Joshua was 
completed, and Israel had found rest in thoir covenanted 
inheritance, it is recorded that they buried the bones of 
Joseph in Shcchem, "in a parcel of ground which Jacob 
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bought of tho eona of Humor, tlio fotlior of Shoehorn, for 
a hundred piocos of silver; and it bocamo tho inheritance 
of the childron of Joseph." (Joshua xxiv. 32.) Tho 
sopultuxo of these precious relics doubtless took placo 
boforo tho death of Joshua, and most probably on tho 
occasion of Iho solomn convonlion and public act of 
covenanting at Shechom. This would forcibly call to 
roiuombranco tho covenant mado with their fathers; it 
added another weighty sanction to tho act of ronowod 
fodoral dedication ; and it formed a most fitting performance 
of tho on tli and vow made two hundred years boforo. As 
tho romombrnnco of this last act of Joseph's fnith through- 
out all tho intorvoning years tended to confirm Israel's 
faith in tho promise and hopo of deliveranco and joyful 
rost, so tho final sopultiiro of Joseph's bones exhibited 
thoir sonso of continued covonant*obligntion — their ready 
obodionco, and tlio sure possession of tho covonnntod 
inheritance. 

iii. somk soi.eux lessons which these instances ok 
Joseph's faith ixcclcate. 

Tho life of faith of God's servants is full of important 
instructions toothers; mid tho declarations which it makes 
aro lessons tlio most weighty and vtiluablo to futitro 
gonorations. When tho beliovor can sny, "Tho lifo 
which I livo in tlio flesh, I livo by tlio faith of tho Son of 
God, who loved mo, and gavo Himself for mo;" or, " Yen, 
doubtless, I count all but loss nud dung for Iho excel- 
lency of tho know led go of Clirist Jesus, my Lord," such 
uttornnccs, embodied in not ion, aro calculated to muko a 
deep impression, and to load others to liko holy living. Tlio 
testimony of dying bcliovors, ex press ivo of tho principles 
that govornod thoir lifo, and of tho hopo that nniinntes 
thorn in death, is fitted to exert a potent ami extensivo 
influcuco. B olio von* should nook to bo enabled to give a 
distinctive testimony, by thoir faith in dying, for tho glory 



388 THE PYINO FAITII AN1> 

of Gal nnd tho edification of (ho church. Ability to uttor 
it is nn honour conferral u]>on a dying saint crowning bin 
profession ; and n bonofit to tho church, stroiigthonin g and 
confirming' its faith, nnd invigorating its hopo of deliver- 
nuco nnd victory. Tho testimony of tho fuith of Jacob 
spoko emphatic lessons of warning nnd oxhortalion to hid 
family nnd to tho church throughout futuro ngos. Still 
moro do tho Inst words of Joseph tench lessons which hnvo 
been of eminent valuo to tho pooplo of God through tho 
generations tlint nro past, nnd thnt will bo found im- 
]>ortunt till tho timo of tho oud. Wo nood always to loam 
thorn ; and in tho period of promised enlargement and 
blessing thnt is yet to como theso lessons will bo hotter 
understood nnd moro generally practised. Others, en- 
courngod by tho bright examples of saints who lived nnd 
died by faith, will, in dying, givo like testimony to tho 
truth of tho promisos, and to tho hopo of dolivcrnuco nnd 
triumph for tho church and cause of Christ. 

The assurance and command of Joshua should load us 
to seek like precious faith. Joseph's faith, tested throughout 
life in ovcutful scones, was scon strong in doath, and 
yielding rich, precious fruits. Tried by adversity and 
prosperity — by temptation nnd alluromont, by calumny 
and ropronch — it had stood tho trial, nnd wns found more 
precious than perishable gold, unto praiso nnd honour nnd 
glory. It wns displuycd conspicuously, as it had boforo 
boon — working by lovo, overcoming tho world, and realis- 
ing things unscon und otomal. Our first concorn should 
bo by faith to yield oursolves to Gal, to so pa ni to from nn 
ovil world, and to livo for eternity. "Wo should accept of 
Christ Jesus as Ho is offered to us in tho Gospel, in oil 
II is offices nnd relations, and for all that wo nood of 
honcfit nnd blessing. A life of holiness is to rest on Him 
as all-sufficient, nnd to look uwny from all olso to Him 
lis tho Author and Finisher of faith. Thus living, wo 
shall dio in faith; and tho principles and desires whioh 
actuated us throughout life will bo strong and opora- 
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tivc in (loath. Tho rich mellow fruits of hurvost will 
exhibit tho caroful culture that preceded. The docided 
testimony uttered from tho bod of death will declare tho 
strong 1 convictions that wore cherished throughout life, 
and tho precious truths thnt formed tho support and joy of 
tho hoart nmidst labour and conflict, in suffering and 
victory. 

We nro taught by this bright oxnmplo to rest all upon 
the Divine promise and covenant. Throughout tho varying 
scenes of life — under its strange vicissitudes, its nctivo 
engagements, and manifold trials — Josoph roliod for sup- 
port and comfort and dolivornnco on tho proiniso and 
covenant of God. Whon in boyhood ho dwelt with Jacob, 
his father, in tonts, as a pilgrim end eojournor, he was 
" hoir with him of tho sumo promise." In subsequent 
great afflictions from tho hands of unnatural brothrou, 
when ho was sold into slavery, and lay in prison, and his 
foot wore bound in fetters, tho covennnt of penco was his 
confidouco and hope. " Tho word of tho Lord" tried him 
iu prison. His faith was oxorcisod in tho assured promise, 
and when tho trial was comploted dolivornnco was com- 
innuded. In his elevated station tho blessings of the 
covenant and prom i so wore, in his estimation, groater 
riclies than nil tho power and treasures of Egypt. And, 
nftor tho onjoymont of high dignity and honour, and of all 
tho profit nnd pleasures that tho world could alFord, whon 
dying ho rested on tho covennnt ns all his salvation and 
desire ; nnd ho choso tho promise for his lot and portion. 
This is evor tho true estimate nnd choice of faith. God is 
appropriated ns His pooplo'e God. Christ is oiubrocod as 
thoir light and salvation; and tho promises, exceeding 
great nnd precious, received by faith, bocomo tho convoy- 
nnco-dcods of tho rich logncics of tho Now Tostamout. An 
interest in tho covenant of redoiuption is nil the blessing 
of lifo. Tho promiso, " I will bo a God to (hoe, nnd to 
thy flood aftor tlioe," guarantees to paronte nnd thoir chil- 
dren freedom from tho curso, Uio favour of God as hotter 
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thnn lifo, nnd nil temporal, spiritual, ami otornal blessings. 
Tho limo and circumstances of a boliovor's doath aro 
arranged in tho infinite wisdom and lovo of tho covonnnt. 
Tho promises, "All yoa nnd anion in Christ," support 
nnd ohoer in tho hour of sinking humanity. Tho prosonco 
of Uio Good Shepherd with His shoop, whon they pass 
through tho vnlloy of death -shade, dispels fear nnd illu- 
minnlos tho darkness, while His rod of powor and pnstornl 
onro, nnd His Htaff of promise, abundantly comfort. The 
covonnnt nnd promise, securing delivoranco and rest to tho 
church, when apprehended by faith in dying, shod 
light upon tho closing scono, nnd coiuploto tho boliovor's 
triumph. Grontor thnn any porsonnl bonofit is tho pros- 
pect of Ismol'sdolivornnco; brighter thnn all othor objects 
is tho glory of tho church's oulnrgomont nnd ultimate 
triumph. "God will surely visit you, nnd bring you out 
of this land unto tho lend which ho swaro to Abraham, 
to Isnnc, nnd to Jncob." "Oh! thnt tho snlvntion of 
Israel wore como out of Zion ! When Go<l bringoth bnck 
tho captivity of His pcoplo, Jacob shall rejoice, and 
Israol shall bo glad." "Tho mountain of tho Lord's 
houso shnll bo estnblishcd on the top of the mountains, 
and shall bo exalted abovo tho hills, and all nations 
shall How into it." (Ps. xiv. 7; Isa. ii. 2.) 

We are, moreover, taught by this oxamplo to cherish, 
in lifo nnd death, heart-felt concern about the future of Christ'* 
cause and people. Throughout tho wholo public lifo of 
Josopli in Egypt, ho mnnifested a dcop and constant 
intorcst in thoso who were thon tho church of God on 
earth. In his high station ho was "tho mnn sont before," 
by whom tho houso of Jncob was led. Whon his fathor 
and brethren woro brought down to Egypt, ho was the 
"nourishor of his old ago," and thoir protector and bono- 
fnctor. In assigning thorn a portion in tho land of Goshen, 
and preserving them from tho temptations of tho court, 
Bopnrale from tho Egyptians, ho was mainly actuated 
by tho dosiro that they might bo kopt uncontaminatod by 
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Uio idolatry of Egypt, and that thoy might walk in tho 
way of covennnt-obodionco, and onjoy covonunt-blossing. 
Hie dying ohargo to his brothron assured thorn of support 
and dolivoranco through tho power nnd presence of tho God 
of thoir fathers; nnd tho trust ho committed to thorn, of his 
bones to bo carried with thorn, was oxpressivo of tho 
strongest hopo of future oiilargoniont and prosperity. Tho 
intorosls of tho church of God will always occupy n chiof 
pluco in tho boliovcr's thoughts and desires in Hfo and in 
douth. Tho church is tho grand instrument for tho display 
of Johovnh's glory, and for effecting tho dosignsof Uinlovo 
to tho world. All tho saint's "springs" of comfort nnd 
joy aro thoro. Tho future oxtonsiou nnd prosperity of tho 
church will bo tho grand monns of blessing to thoso whoso 
wolfnro wo aro bound to seek — to frionds and relnttvos, 
to tho nations of tho earth, to tho univorsnl family 
of mankind. Truo prospority in lifo is found in 
loving Zion. (Pi), cxxii. (i.) A lively faith in dying 
looks forward to Diviuo visitations of favour and blessing 
to tho church, nnd ovidonces its presonco and power by 
saying nnd doing nil that is possible for promoting its 
futuro onhirgouiont nnd blessing. Such faith watt shown 
by Mohos in his last solomn charges recorded in tho book 
of Doutoronomy, and in his prophotic boiicdiclions; by 
Joshua, whon ho 1ml Isrnol to covonnnt at Shoehorn ; by 
Knox nnd Calvin, nnd olhor oininont servants of Christ, 
whoso first and last thoughts in life and at death woro 
chiefly ougnged about tho causo and kingdom of Christ in 

tho world. 

Tho voluntary relinquishment of earthly honour* and <li*- 
tinctiont is oxprossivoly taught us by tho oxumplo of Joseph. 
Whilo ho onjoyod power nnd grontucss, ho ovorcamo tho 
world by faith. Tho distinction which ho coveted in lifo 
for himself nnd his family wns to bo numborcd witli tho 
dospisod sood of Abraham, and not with tho rich nnd 
noblo in Egypt. Tho posthumous fame which ho aimed at 
was not that his uamo and i>ostority should bo found in tho 
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monumonts of n pooplo renowned for learning, tho know- 
ledge of lnws nnd nrta, nnd extensive powor ond dominion ; 
but it was to bo identified with ft people in covonnnt with 
God, not numbered with tho nations, and whoso lot was 
that of "strnngors nnd pilgrims on earth." All that ho 
desired for his nn mo after death was that his unburied body 
should share Israel's fortunes in Egypt, and in thoir 
dolivomnco nnd wanderings, till his withered bones should 
find a resting-placo in tho land of promise. Could thoro 
bo possibly given ft moro striking nnd impressive instance 
of the despite of all tho proud honours nnd distinctions of 
tho world— a moro distinct aud powerful testimony against 
tho vanities of human greatness nnd ambition? Thus 
should wo learn by faith to live m the world, as not of it — 
to uso its possessions for promoting tho glory of Christ, and 
to subordinate all to tho establishment of His kingdom. 
And at death tho reality and power of our faith will bo 
shown, not in seeking to liavo our names and deeds 
recorded in the roll of tho gront and honournblo among 
men, but in tho Lamb's book of lifo, and among thoso who 
lived not to themselves, but to Him who died for thorn and 
rose agnin. Our works on earth for tho promotion of tho 
Saviour's glory and tho advancement of His cause are our 
bost monument aftor death. If our namos nro enrolled in 
the Lamb's book of life, tho}' can never bo blotted out; and 
tho works which wo did for Christ will follow us whon we 
rest from earthly labours, to bo mentioned in tho judgment, 
as evidences of tho power of graco in us, and to be the 
measure of our future gracious reward. 

Finally — Tho bodies of the saint* are proper object* of /oc- 
ing concern in death, as thoy aro destined to share tho glory 
of tho future resurrection, and to bo pnrtnkers of heavenly 
bliss. Tho chargo of Joshua concorning his bones implied 
his assured belief that his earthly remains would share in 
tho lot of tho righteous, nnd that thoy would enjoy tho bliss 
of future immortality. His flesh would rest in tho hopo of 
being afterwards raised incorruptible nnd glorious, to 
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partako with the gloriBad soul tho full measure of 
heavonly folioity. Such joyful prospects and expectations 
have all tho saints. Thoir bodies, rcdoomod by tho blood 
of Christ, are temples of tho Holy Ghost, and mombors of 
tho mystical body, of which Christ is tho living and per* 
potual Head. They should now be kept from all pollution 
of tho Mesh and spirit, presented ns " living sncriGcos, 
holy and acceptable to God," and om ployed conlinunlly as 
instruments of righteousness. In dying, boliovors resign 
thoir bodies as well ns thoir spirits to Him who formed 
thorn, rodcomod (hem from tho curse, and preserved them 
in providence Thoy are to " sleep in Jesus," till Ho 
comes again to awaken thorn to a glorious resurrection. 
Duo enro about our bodies in dontli, and about tho dead 
bodios of tho saints, is a fruit of fnith. ttolioving that our 
bodies hnvo a share in tho redemption of Christ, we joy in 
tho assured hope that at His second coming thoy will bo 
partakers of Ilia glory. Wo wait "for tho adoption, lo wit, 
tho redemption of our bodios." This "body of oiirvilencss" 
will bo changed into "tho body of His glory," "according 
to tho power whoroby He is able oven to suhduo all tilings 
to Himself."* Cnnnnn, secured in promise nud covenant 
to Abraham's seed, was by tho faith of ancient beliovors tho 
typo and pledge of the heavenly inheritance. So should 
wo, who valuo fellowship with saints in lifo and death, 
rojoico in tho blissful liopo that our bodies, ransomed 
from tho grnvo, will possess tho honour and glory of 
occupying thoir assigned plnco in tho heavenly Cnnnan — 
vigorous, incorruptible, and reflecting, in perfect lustre and 
boauty, tho likeness of Him who is "the First Born among 
man}- brethren." 



• Phil. Hi. 20. So dhoiiltl the origiunl be rendered more cm]ilmti< 
csllr. 



THE CHURCH FIKST BLESSED, THE 
GRAND WAY OF THE WORLD'S 
CONVERSION. 

r«ALii Ixvii. 1, 2— "God bo merciful unto iu, iiud bless iw; and 
caiiM) IIi« fuco lo hIiiiio upon uk; that Thy wny may bo known 
upon earth, Thy KAviug hraltli among all nation*. " 

Thk gonornl, if not unanimous, concurronco of anciont 
Torsions and oxposilors ascribes the authorship of this 
beautiful odo to David, " tho sweot psalmist of Israel." 
But tho occasion of its composition, of its first introduction 
to tho tabornnclo worship, and tho object for which it was 
penned, havo boon matter of diversified opinion. It may 
huvo boon sung as a national, joyful an thorn, when an 
attached pcoplo conducted David, their logitimato sovereign, 
ovor Jordan, on tho suppression of Absulom's rebollion ; 
or it may havo bcon employed by tho many thousands of 
tho assembled tribes, with tho monarch at thoir head, as 
tho oxpression of devout thanksgiving and prayer, on tho 
bringing up of tho ark — tho contro of national worship, tho 
symbol of tho Divino presence— to its rosting-placo on 
Mount Zion. Viewing it in its prophetical und evangelical 
character, it may bo not improperly regarded, with tho 
Syrian translator, as " a prophecy concerning tho calling 
of the Gentiles, and the preaching of tho Apostles, and 
also concerning tho judgmonts of tho Lord." fforuly, 
who finds in tho psalms overywhero constant and clear 
allusions to tho porson, work, and kingdom of Christ, con- 
siders this psalm to bo a " hymn for tho foast of taber- 
nacles," which had in it loss of typo and shadow than any 
othor of the anciont Jewish festivals, and which is predicted 
to bo observed in spirit in tho last timos of tho Gospel die- 
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ponsation (Zoch. xiv. 16), and to bo " prophotic of a 
gonorol oonvoraioD of tho world to tho worship of God." 

Liko many othora of tho songs of inspiration, this 
sixty-sovonth psalm unitos tho outburst of grateful prniso 
with earnest prayer. Potitions tho most weighty about 
matters of transcendent importance to ourselves indi- 
vidually and to tho church, nro offered, as they nro dictated 
by tho Spirit — the effusions of tho henrt ; nnd theso refor 
to bright predictions at tho closo of abundant universal 
blessing to the church nnd tho world. This psalm is 
properly a grand mimonary hymn — as much suited for the 
praises of tho church under tho now economy n.s under tho 
old. Not un frequently has it bcon alleged that tho church 
under the Old Tostamont was not missionary in its spirit 
and character, and that it thus stands in sharp contrast, if 
not in direct antagonism, to tho catholic nnd nggTessivo 
spirit of tho now economy. It may bo admitted that thoro 
is somo ground for tho contrast. Tho nncient dispensation 
was limited, as only one race, tho descendants of Abraham 
in tho lino of the promised scod, woro included in tho 
covouant. Tho " middle wall of partition " between Jow 
and Gontilo remained standing until tho Substance of tho 
types going boforo had como, and " tho law of comma nd- 
monts contained in ordinances " was set asido by the more 
spirilunl institutions of tho Gospol. Undor tho now 
economy, distinctions of rnco and nation woro to exist no 
longor. Jow and Gontilo beenmo both " one in Christ." 
Tho Gospel of ponce is to bo prenchod to ovcry creature, 
whntovor bo his character and condition, nnd to bo uni- 
versally proclaimed for "tho obediouco of faith to all 
nations." ttoforo tho closo of tho dispensation, all kings 
and princely thrones will be in visiblo end willing sub- 
jection to tho reigning Redeemer. Earthly kingdoms, 
submitting to His authority and ruled by His laws, shall 
bocomo, in tho fullest boiisc, " the kingdoms of our Lord 
nnd of Hie Christ," and tho wholo earth hIioII bo filled 
with His glory. Yet it is impropor to represent the 
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church undor tho Mosaic ritunt as dovoid of a missionary 
spirit, and as not oarncstly Booking tho solvation of the 
hcnthcn. During tho wholo period of tho anciont dis- 
pensation, thoro woro prosolytos from among tho Gentiles 
admitted to ordinances of worship in tho sanctuary, and, 
through tho senl of tho covonaut, incorporated with tho 
believing sood of Abraham. Tho church of old was taught 
by tho Spirit to pray continunlly for tho conversion and 
spiritual illumination of the nations; and many bright 
prophecies distinctly forotold the destruction of idolatry, 
and tho universal spread and triumph of tho causo of truth 
and righteousness. If thoro was nothing olao in tho 
writings of tho ancient prophets than this olovatod and 
most expressive odo, it would provo conclusively that what 
was a special part of tho worship of tho Jewish tabornado 
and temple — what, by Divine prescription, was ongrosscd 
in tho canon of prn i so of tho Old Testa mont church — was 
designed to oxhibit that church's truo catholic character. 
Tho psabn is throughout omincntly missionary in spirit, 
expression, and objects, and far surpasses the most admired 
of modern missionary hymns. 

At tho closo of a sacramental feast, it dooply concerns 
us to bo in such a spirit of prayer, and to present for our- 
selves thoso fervent petitions, with tho grand ultimate 
object beforo us of the destruction of orror and idolatry, 
and tho conversion of all nations to tho faith of Christ. 
Wo should go down from tho mount of communion, aftoi 
sacred vows, pledged to labour moro constantly and 
dovotcdly for tho spread of tho Qospol, and for tho uni- 
versal establishment of tho Redeemer's kingdom in the 
earth. In tho opening vorses of tho psalm wo are plainly 
and impressively taught that, however great and important 
tho blessings asked, they aro to bo chJofly sought not as 
terminating in ourselves. They aro to bo regarded as 
means for a greatly desired end. If tho Lord, in answer 
to bclioving, wrostliug prayer, will condoscond to bo merci- 
ful to us and bless us, and causo His face to shine uood 
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ue, nil this will bo done that through us "His way may 
1m> known on tho oarth," and " His salvation to all 
nations." 

May tho Holy Spirit givo us now lo onjoy tlioso groat 
and oxcollont blessings, that thus wo may bocomo as 
"polished shafts" in tho Divino quivor — prepared, owned, 
and honoured instruments for doing tho work of God in 
tho world! Wo nolico — 

I. The import of the terms op titk petition. 

Tho opening words of tho psalm aro thoso of united 
more than of individual pmyor. Thoy aro tho potitions of 
tho wholo church, indited by tho Spirit, showing us that 
thoro aro seasons whon it spocinlly conconis us to cngugo 
oureolvos and others to united, earnest pleading about 
matters of indisponsublo and tmiiscondont importance. 
Our Lord teaches us, in His great model pmyor, in ad- 
dressing tho Object of pmyor, to say, " Our Father, which 
art in heaven," that thus wo may rccogniso at onco tho 
filial, fraternal, and heavenly relations, and may pray with 
and /or others. Tho first potition in tho text may refor to 
tho ancient benediction pronounced nt tho closo of tho 
public worship of tho sanctuary (Numbers vi. 21-27), 
" Tho Lord bless thee and keep thco; tho Lord make His 
faco to sliino upon thco, and bo gracious unto thco; (lie 
Lord lift up His countonanco upon thoe, and givo thco 
poaco." Tho mnttors prayed for aro sought for tho wholo 
church of Christ, and for overy sopnrnto congregation. 
They aro ournestly desired for the faithful — for all that aro 
brought to tho houso of God, and thnt unito together in 
public and social ordinances. Tho petitions aro oirercd 
for blessings of unspcakablo valuo, which are eagerly 
desired, not only as boing oxcollont and precious to onr- 
hoIvcs, but also because our onjoymont of tliem will be the 
moans of oxtensivo blessing to many othors. 

The first nctition eontaiiied in tho toxt is for Diriar 
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covenant mercy through ChriU. Mercy is fnvour to tho 
miserable und helpless. This is tho source and origin of 
tho whole wondrous plan of human redemption. " Mercy 
shall bo built up for over." " According to His mercy 
Ho saved us, by tho washing of regeneration, and renew- 
ing of tho Holy Ghost." (Ps. Lxxxix. 2; Titus iii. 5.) 
God shows Hie mercy by dispensing salvation-blessings 
freely to the undeserving and perishing. Christ Jesus is 
Himself tho true Morcy-scat, whoroGod meets tho cluldrcn 
of Isrucl, and communes with thorn from botwoon tho 
cherubim. (Exodus xxv. 22.) Tho first cry of tho 
a wakened sinner is, " God bo merciful to mo a sinnor." 
The same potition is most suitable for a child of God in 
going up to tho Lord's tnblo, and in entering tho eternal 
world. Wo ncod Divine morcy at every stop of life's 
journey. Wo will need it unto tho lost; and our sure and 
only ground of confidence and hope is, that " God's mercy 
nover mils," and His "grnco endures for over." Tho 
mercy wliich wo supplicato is mercy of every kind in tho 
coven nut — pardoning, strengthening, comforting, crown- 
ing mercy. So full and inexhaustible are tho blessings 
sought and conferred that they aro termed "mercies" 
sure and everlasting. Tho " suro mercies of David" are 
guaranteed to them that " inclino tho ear" and come at 
tho Gospel invitation ; and in the covenant-purpose it was 
promised to "bo built up," to endure for over, whilo 
tho throne of tho Mediator is established to remain un- 
shaken to all generations. (Ps. lxxxix. 1-3.) All 
that is douo for the church is of God's rich and great 
mercy. All tho help, deliverance, and happiness of tho 
redeemed originate in Diviuo favour to the undeserving 
and wicked — wondrous in its manifestations, unchange- 
able and inexhaustible. Feeling our great aud constant 
nocd, how often should wo bogin and end all our prayers 
with the weighty potition, " God be merciful to us!" 

Wo again seek thut God would confor upon us gradotu 
bkuing* of all kinds, "and bless us." God's morcy extends 
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to us intlio way of blessing, without which wo nro nothing. 
If Ho speaks good, this is tantamount to His doing good. 
Moat comprohonsivo is tho pot i lion of tlio text. It includes 
Uio taking awny of tho curso, and nn interest in exceeding 
great and precious promises. It roforw to tho wholo plan 
unfolded of tho now covenant, which is a cluster of precious, 
absolute, unconditional promisos, securing all Gospel bless- 
ings. This forms matter of joyful thanksgiving. "Tho God 
and Fnlhor of our Lord Jesus Christ hath blossod us with 
all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ." (Eph. 
i. A.) It is tho subject of our joyful hope — "God shall bless 
us, and all the ends of tho earth shall fear Him." (Ps. 
lxvii. 7.) Tho bonofits which Divino mercy confers nro all 
temporal, spiritual, and eternal blessings. Thoro is no hind- 
ranco to their enjoyment. They are frcoly offered to tho 
most undeserving and sinful, and may bo appropriated 
without monoy and without prico by tho needy and perish- 
ing. "Thoro is no want to them Unit foar (ho Lord." 
" Thoy nro a blossod peoplo whoso God is tho Lord." 

Jehovah's "face shines on us " in the manifestation of 
special favour and love. This is tho completion of tho blessing. 
Sinnors that wero dead and far olF nro quickened and 
brought nigh by the blood of Jesus. They are reconciled. 
The Lord "lifts up His couiitonauce upon them, and gives 
them pcaeo." Thoy "boo His fnco in righteousness, nnd 
nro satisfied with his likeness." The beams of God's favour 
shine upon tho righteous. With n pleasant couutenanco 
Ho beholds tho upright. His fnco is the majesty, glory, 
and beauty of His perfections, especially of His covenant 
favour nnd lovo. It is expressive, too, of His gracious 
presence. Tho promiso given to Moses, in nnswor to his 
forvout pleading, "My presence shall go with thee, and I 
will givo ihoo rest" (Exod. xxxiii. II), is, in tho original, 
as marked in tho margin, " My fuco shall go with thee." 
This is fully accomplished in tho lending of Christ Jesus, 
tho angel of God's presence. " Hib counlenniico is us 
Lebanon, oxcollont as tho cedars" (Song v. 15); or, as no 
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appeared to John in Palmes, ■' His countouanco wo* as the 
niii shinoth in its strength." (Kov. i. 16.) Tho during of 
God's iVco is not only tho expression of Divmo special 
favour and lovo, it qualifies for tho further enjoyment of 
enlarged blessing, and brings with it tho assurance of 
gracious acceptance to the cud. While wo pray, "Make 
Thy fnco to shino upon thy sonant, and teach me thy 
statutes" (Ps. cxix. US), "Ho coiiipassos us witli Hiii 
favour ns with a shield. Wo rojoico in His namo nil tho 
clny,nud in His righteousness wo are exalted." (Ps. lxxxix. 
1 o.) God loves His pooplo with nn unchungeablo and over- 
lasting love, and makes thorn to know thut lovo which passoth 
knowledge Ho (ills them with light, purity, and consola- 
tion, and enables them to diffuse abroad tho savour of His 
namo, for the salvation of the lost mid perishing. 

Tho petition is a prayer that we may «■«• hare fellotahip 
with Him, deriving from Him all help and succc** in Hu* 
service. In tho Hebrew the petition is, "Causo Thy face 
lo shino with us, or among us." Elsewhere we pray, " Lord, 
lift Thou up tho light of Thy countenance among us." 
(Ps. iv. C.) This is expressive of restored favour ami per- 
petual friendship. In anger the face is averted — it is 
hidden or covered as with a dark cloud. When tho person 
is pleased and reconciled, it brightens up and shines forth, 
expressive of benignant love and tender compassion. Afi 
the sun rising from the darkness, or bursting forth when 
it scatters clouds and tempests, smiles on tho earth, diffus- 
ing light and gladness, so God with us sheds light on our 
path, fills our hearts with joy and gladness, oucourages 
our endeavours, and crowns our efforts with success. He 
gives us " tho morning star " — tho harbinger of the perfect 
day of glory and blessedness. We walk with God in the 
light of His countenance. The " candle of the Lord shines 
upon our head, and by His light we walk through 
darkness." (Job. xxix. 3.) 

These petitions ore of the highest importance to ue 
individually. To tho whole church they embody* and ex- 
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press all Hint constitutes her eauct ideation, comfort, and 
onlnrgomont, nnd that makos hor a blessing in tho onrth. 
Like Dnniol, tho innn " grontly beloved," whon wo sook 
deliverance, rovivnl, nndonlnrged blessings for tho church, 
wo give expression to tho most fervent desires in such 
words, "Thoreforo, our God, hear tho prayor of Thy 
servant, and his supplications, and eauso Thy face to shino 
upon Thy sanctuary which is desolate, for tho Lord's sake." 
(Daniel ix. 17.) 

II. Consider how these requests Ann fulfilled, 

AND THE EVIDENCES. 

This is all the doing of tho Lord. It is inorcy from 
Him nlono that wo seek; and Ho alono can bless us, 
nnd cause His fnco to shiuo upon us. From His 
prcsonco with us flow theso invalunblo blessings. Tho 
prayer is answered in pardon bestowed and converting grace 
given. Divino mercy originates forgiveness. God blots 
out sins " for His nnino's sake." Ho over waits to bo 
gracious, nnd is ready to pardon. After tho niultitudo of 
His mercies, Ho forgives f rcoly nnd fully iniquity, trans- 
gression, and sin. " Who is n God liko unto Thoo, that 
pardoncth iniquity, nnd ]>nsscth by tho transgression of tho 
remnant of His heritage? Ho rctainoth nut His auger for 
over, because He dolighteth in mercy." (Micnh vii. 18.) 
This Divino forgiveness cxtonds to tho wliolo church, nud 
is tho first great blessing of salvation enjoyed. Thorc is 
" forgiveness with God that Ho mny bo fen red." " With 
tho Lord thoro is mercy, nnd with Him is plenteous redemp- 
tion." "And Ho shall redeem Israel from all his iniqui- 
ties." (Ph. exxx. I, 7, 8.) This forgiveness is through 
tho application of tlio blood of atonement, and is not only 
full, but brings with it gracious acceptance (Eph. i. C, 7.) 
Tho sinner forgiven at tho so mo timo turns to God. A 
"new heart" i» given hiiu, and a "now spirit" is put 
within him. Ho obtains power to become n son of God; 
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And ft right to nil the privileges of sonsliip. Theao requests 
uro cHpwiiilly granlod when, through tho plonliful out- 
jwuring ol' tho Spirit, multitudes uro nwakened nnd con- 
verted. "The iniquity of that land is removed in ono 
day." " Thou hast been fnvourublo to Thy hind. Thou 
hast brought hack tho captivity of Jacob. Thou hast for- 
given tho iniquity or Thy people. Thou hast covered 
all their sin." "And of Zion it shall bo said, This and 
that mnn was born in hor ; nnd tho Highest Himself 
shall establish her." (Zcch. ill- 9; IV lxxxv. I, 2, 3; 

lxxxvii. o.) 

The request is granted by working unity and holy 
frfhtcthip. It is promised, ns tho fruit of Divine morcy 
and favour, " I will give thorn one heart nnd one way, 
that they may fear mo for over, for the good of them, nud 
of their children after them." (Jor. xxxii. :)0.) This ono- 
ness is union to Christ, tho Head, nnd to ono another, as 
members of His mystical body. Ho is tho living nnd life- 
giving Head, nnd all the saints are by faith united to Him, 
and in lovo are members ono of a not hor. Of tho church 
invisible — tho Spouse — her heavenly Husbnud, declares, 
'• My Dove, my undefilcd, is but ono; she is the only one 
of hor mother; she is the choice one of hor that bnrc her." 
(Song vi. 9.) This spiritual unity is a main subject of 
tho Redeemer's great priestly prayer — " That they all may 
bo one, as Thou, Father, art in me, and I in Thee, that 
l hey also mny bo one in us; that the world may believe 
that Thou host sent me." (John xvii, 21.) The church 
visible on earth is under tho highest obligation to aim at 
tho nearest possiblo oneness in profession, in spirit, and 
position, to the church invisible; nnd this is attained in 
times of special Divine favour nnd blessing. Animosities 
then cense, divisions arc healed, nnd unity in faith and 
lovo characterise tho fellowship of tlio church. Tho Spirit 
from on high is plentifully poured out ; nnd with increased 
light nnd love the breaches of Zion nro repaired. Different 
sections of tho church coalesce, not by compromise of prin- 
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ciple, but by a clearer, fuller appro) ion si on of truth, and the 
abounding of brotherly love. All true union in tho church is 
tho fruit of tho plentiful effusion of the Spirit, and tho result 
of gracious revival, and not tho cause of tho Spirit's descent. 
Ephraiiu and Judnh become one stick in tho Lord's hand 
in consequence of the Spirit's breath coming from tho four 
winds with power to quicken the dry bones. (Ezok. xxxvii. 
17.) The answer of the prayer for grace and blessing will 
bo scon in n holy and loving fellowship in the church. (1 
John i. 3.) In sacramental ordinances this communion of 
saints is realised and displayed. " We being many, aro 
one bread and one body, for wc n re all partakers of that 
one .bread." (1 Cor. x. 1G.) This is the grand promised 
blessing of tho last times, when the Messiah's kingdom 
shall bo universally established, and tho Spirit shall bo 
poured out upon nil flesh — " Tho Lord shall be King over 
nil tho earth ; there shall be one Lord, and His nnnio one." 
(Zech. xiv. 8.) Real, iu(erna), spiritual unity, which 
always existed in tho church, shall be felt to n much wider 
extent, and with more constraining inllucnco and power ; 
and oneness of mind and heart, universally prevalent, will 
attest the power of Christianity, and attract multitudes to 
submit to tho authority of tho Redeemer, and to incor- 
porate with His mystical body. 

Again — Fritif/u/utss find nn increase of holiness indicate 
tho answer of tho prayer. All life nnd growth aro tho 
cortain fruit of tho Divine favour and blessing. " Thoso 
that bo plnntcd in tho house of tho Lord shall flourish in 
tho courts of our God." (Vs. xcii. 13.) When tho Spirit 
is plentifully poured out as water on the thirsty, and floods 
on tho dry ground, numerous converts spring up in rank 
luxuriance, as "among the gross, nud as willows by tho 
water courses." (Isu. xliv. 3, -1.) Through tho rich and 
precious dew of Divine favour tliere is spiritual growth of 
all kinds; and tho fragrnnco of holy graces und spiritual 
influeuco chnructoriso tho church thus revived and blessed. 
fHosen xiv. 5. G, 7.) Hy tho Spirit resting on Israel ho 
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grows "08 (ho lily** pure, humble, and beautiful; hosond 
forth roots strong os " iho oo<lnni of Lebanon;" wide 
spreading and nltnictivo " us Iho olivo ; " useful mid 
nourishing ho grows "us tho coin;" refreshing mid re- 
viving " as (ho vino;" mid in tho dilfusivo frngraneo of 
holiness " Iho scout thereof is ns tho vino of Lobiinou." 
Through tho grace bestowed in answer to pmyer, the 
Christian becomes "fruitful in every good work, nnd in- 
creases in tho knowledgo of God." (Col. i. 10.) Tho 
church, rovived by tho ou touring of tho Spirit, becomes 
tho instrument of her own enlargement. " The fruit of 
tho righteous is a treo of life." (Prov. xi. 30.) Tho 
"lonvon," spreading nnd opomling internally, brings tho 
wholo mass under its power. Tho "grain of mustard 
seed," diffusing itself externa fly, becomes a wide-spreading 
treo, sonding forth extended brunches. Undor this law of 
rapid, vigorous growth, and of iucroaso in holiness, the 
primitive church speedily spread throughout tho nations; 
nnd in times yet future — the em of tho last powerful 
effusion of tho Spirit — abundant fruit fulness and holiness 
will bo tho church's eminent elm met eristics. "Thoro shall 
bo an handful of com iu tho earth upon tho top of the 
mountains ; tho fruit thereof shall shako liko Lebanon : 
and they of tho city shall llourish liko grass of tho earth." 
(Ps. lxxii. 1G.) Zion shall "put ou her beautiful gnr- 
inonts, and become tho joy of tho earth." "As yet they 
shall use this speech in tho land of Judah and in tho cities 
thoroof, whon I shall bring again their captivity : Tho 
Lord bloss thee, habitation of justice, and mountain of 
holiness." (Jer. xxxi. 23.) 

Ft reenl, individual, and united prayer. Tho " Spirit of 
gmco nnd supplication" poured out is n promised blessing. 
(Zcch. xii. 10.) All gracious benefits nro given in answer 
to prayer. "Call unto me, nnd I will answer thee, and 
show thee great nnd mighty things which thou knowost 
not." (Jor. xxxiii. 3.) "It shall como lo pass, boforo thoy 
call, I will answer, and whilo thoy are yet speaking, I will 
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hoar." (Isn. lxv. 24.) Seasons of powerful revival— as the 
Apostolic ngo, the ora of tho Reformation, and subsequent 
periods of roligious awakening— ha vo boon distinguished 
by prnyor. (Acts iv. 30.) Unitod, forvont prnyor is, in ono 
aspect, tho fruit of the effusion of Iho Spirit, and in another 
it is tho principal means appointed by which tho Spirit is 
soiit from on high. Private wrestling prayer, social, in 
families and in fellowship mooting*), and public united 
prayer, whether stated or on special seasons, nra the fruits of 
blessing to the church, and an ordained means for tho enjoy- 
ment of greater and more eminent blessing. Tho disciples, 
after tho Saviour's nscension, gathered together daily in 
prayer and supplication. The gracious answer was given in 
the abundant cfFusion of the Spirit on tho day of Pentecost, 
followed by copious showers of blessing. Tho grace con- 
ferred on boliovers and on tho church disposes to prayer. 
Tho Spirit holps our infirmities by revealing our wants, 
dictating our petitions, nnd filling iho mouth with argu- 
ments. Ho enables us to prcsont them aright, nnd thus 
makes intercession within us. Prior to tho ro viral of 
religion, nnd as tho great means of the world's conversion, 
wo nro directed to pray — " Ask of me, and I will givo thoo 
tho lien then for thine inheritance, and tho uttermost parts of 
the earth for thy possession. Revive Thy work, Lord, 
in the midst of tho years, in tho midst of tho years inako 
known, in wrath remember mercy." (Ps. ii. 8; Hab. iii. 2.) 
In the way of earnest, wrestling prayer, and in answer to 
fcrvont pleadings, such as characterised Luther's prayer, 
nnd Knox's, when ho was accustomed to cry, " Give mo 
Scotland, clso I dio," tho blessing begun is continued and 
increased. A special tokon or Divine favour is tho plenti- 
ful effusion upon tho church nnd on individuals of tho Spirit 
of grnco and supplication. Rich nnd manifold blessings nro 
givon, whon they nro sought in faith and holy desire. 
" Ask, nnd ye shall receive; scok, and ye shall find; knock, 
nnd it shnll bo opened." "If yo then, being evil, know 
how to givo good gifts uuto your children; how much 
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moro shall your lionvonly Father give tho Holy Spirit to 
thorn thntnsk ITim." (Iiiiko xi. 13.) 

Enlarged Christian liberality and *u*tainf<i hohj effort arc 
fruitti of grueo givon mid blessing conferred. Liberality 
in promoting Christ's cause, nnd in relieving tho wants of 
tho destitute, is over represented in tho Scriptures as " 
"graco" of tho Spirit, distinguishing nil times of revival 
nnd rof resiling. tl See that yo nlwund in this grnco ftleo." 
(2 Cor. viii. 7.) When the tnbcrnnclo was oroctod— on tlio 
outpouring of tho Spirit nt Pentecost— and in subsequent 
times of enlargement nnd blessing for tho church, a 
liberal spirit wns most conspicuous. Men willingly dedi- 
cated worldly substnnco for tho advancement of the 
Hedeomor's kingdom, and in promoting tho objects of 
Christian philanthropy. They recognised, as first and 
paramount, Christ's claim to all they possessed, and in 
generous solf-snerinco they freoly gave what they lind to 
advance His glory in tho earth. Thoy thus fonnd Hint it 
was " inoro blessed to give than to reccivo ; " and, ns they 
honoiircd God with their substance, and with tho first- 
fruits of thoir increnso, their worldly possessions wore 
blessed — "their barns wero filled with plenty, nnd their 
presses woro mado to burst with now wino." (Prov. 
iii. 9, 10.) Inspired prophecy assures us that tho future 
times of tho church's glory will bo marked by abounding 
liberality. " And Tic shall live, and to Him shall bo givon 
of the gold of Shcbn : prayer also shall bo made for Him 
continually ; and daily shall He bo praised." (Ps. lxxii. 15.) 
" Ifor brass I will bring gold, nnd for iron I will bring 
silver, and for wood brass, and for stones iron : I will also 
mako thy officers ponco, and thino exactors righteousness." 
(Isa. Ix. 17.) Tho riches of tho Gentiles, tho abundance 
of tho sea — treasures hid in the sand — will yet bo given to 
tho Rcdoomor for tho establishment of His kingdom of 
truth and righteousness. Monoy hitherto misspent on 
selfish, worldly objects, or lavished on destructive ware, in 
intoxicating drinks, or to minister to pride, ambition, and 
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carnal pleasures, ehall bo willingly and lnrgoly cost into 
tho liOrd'a treasury. Woalth employed for its rightful 
purpose will provo a blessing to its ownor, and bo sub- 
aorvient to the promotion of ends moral and spiritual of 
tho highest imi>ortanco. "Thon shall tho earth yield hor 
increnso ; and God, cvon our own God, shall bless us. 
God shall bless us; and all tho onds of tho onrth shall 
fear Him." (Vor. 6, 7.) 

Grnco and blessing conferred on the church load to 
rigorous, sustained efforts for tho spread of tho Gospel 
rind the world's conversion. Multitudes of proparcd in- 
struments aro called forth and qualified ; and in tho spirit 
of true dovotedncss thoy "first givo thomsolves to tho 
Lord," and then to His servants by tho will of God, to 
iidvauco tho Dlvino glory in tho earth. Through tho 
abundant effusion of tho Spirit in Apostolic times, 
numerous labourers wcro prepared and sent forth every* 
where preaching tho Word, and success crowned thoir 
labours. Great multitudes wore won to Iho fuith and 
obedionco of tho Gospel. Tho word spread and mightily 
prevailed. Their " lino wont into all tho earth, their word 
to tho world's ond." A liko incronso of devoted labourers, 
and tho putting forth of consecrated effort, characterised iho 
orn of tho blessed Information. And in tho work of 
modorn Christian missions in many fiolds, converts gathered 
from tho heathon, or out of tho bosom of corrupt churches 
in tho South Sea Islands, in Burinah, Madagascar, Japan, 
and Turkey, numbers, instinct with holy zeal, through the 
baptism of tho Spirit, dovoto thoir lives to toil and Buffer- 
ing, to mako known God's light and salvation to the 
ignorant and perishing. Tho church's lattor-dny glory— 
tho happy Millennium— will fully exemplify tho connection 
of abundant graco and blessing with onlargod liberality, 
and concentrated and successful exortion. Willi greatly 
increased light and holiness, thoro will bo diligent work 
and willing sufforing. Liboral giving and seli-.sacrifico 
will bo followed by thoir appropriate fruits. " Tho earth 
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Bhnll bo filled with tlio knowledge of the glory of tho Lord, 
nstho waters cover tho eon." (TIM*, ii. H ; Isft - '>"• l! 
Finally, walking in the Spirit, showing forth its graces, is 
nn ominont fruit of Divine morcy mid favour. 

III. TllE 1>ITY ItESULTIXO, AND TUB HAWV EFFECTS. 

All those nre mean* conducing to tho accomplishment of 
a great and important end— God's glory and man's salva- 
tion. "That Thy way may bo known upon earth, Thy 
saving health among nil nations." This end should bo 
ever kept fully in view, and its ntlninment resolutely and 
constantly sought after. Iu prayer we seek blessings not 
for ourselves alone. When we address God as " our Father 
in heaven," " we pray with and for others." Tho heart, 
sot upon great and glorious objects, seeks that God in all 
things may bo glorified, and His salvation mndo known to 
all people • God's glory is our highest end, and is to bo 
sought above all private concerns. As saved sinners our- 
selves, we ore under obligation to seek tho salvation of 
others. AVo should rejoice that God has caused His sal- 
vation to be known, and oxult in tho prospect of its being 
soon to tho ends of tho earth. Like a devoted minister f 
speaking of his loved flock, we should regard the personal 
salvation of each individual to whom wo have nccess as 
" two salvations to us." Embracing tho whole church in 
our fervent regards, we should pray, " Oh that tho salva- 
tion of Israel were come out of Zion ! " (Ps. xiv. 7.) 

This end is obtained by earnest prayer for the diffusion of 
saving light throughout the earth. Tho text breathes 
throughout tho spirit of grace and supplication. This is 

* Tho original rendcriug of tho word in tho nuthorined version, 
" Having health," is takon from an older English translation, and is 
cxprowivo, mt indicating that God's salvation LT moral and spiritual 
heiUiug— the graud remedy for tho moral diseases, whether of indi- 
viduals or of communities. 

t Rutherford. 
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the grand moans of Mossing; mul benefits received in 
answer to prayer bocomo tho motivo nnd oncourngomont 
to porsovoring nnd imporluunto polition. Tho prayer of 
tho nnciont church was, " send ont Thy light nnd Thy 
truth." It should bo ours, too, while wo nook that " tho 
fnco of tho covering " that is cast ovor nil pooplo inny bo 
destroyed, nnd that tho glory of tho Lord mny fill tho 
wholo earth. Proyor is tho first nnd chief instrumentality 
for effecting tho groat nnd wondrous chnngo. It wns tho 
mighty power for turning men from darkness to light in 
tho early days of Christianity; nnd, resting on the assured 
word of promise, wo know that it will bo so in the latter 
times. Our prayers should bo far inoro frequont, forvont, 
nnd united for tho spread of the knowledgo of salvation, 
tho increnso of labourers, and tho plentiful outpouring of 
tho Spirit. Thcso rich blessings tho Lord has purposed 
mid promised to confer; Ho withholds them till His 
pooplo are stirred up to united, wrestling prnyor for their 
bestowal. "Thus saith the Lord God; I will yot for this 
be inquired of by tho house of Israel, to do it for thorn ; 1 
will increase them with men like u flock." (Ezok. xxxvi. 07.) 
11 Thus saith tho Lord, the Holy One of Israel, and his 
Maker, Ask Mo of things to come concerning M}* sons, and 
concerning tho work of My hands comtmiud yo Mo." (Isa. 
xlv. 11.) Our whole work for making known God's way 
nnd salvation in the earth must be prayerful. Kvory 
saving discovory mado is tho nnswer to on most pleading at 
tho throno of grace. All progress in making known God's 
salvation is n motive to redoubled, earnest supplication. 

By tho spread of the Bible, nnd by mean* of u iterated 
ministry, God's salvation is mado known among the 
nations. His "wny" may bo understood as Tlis covenant* 
— Tlis purposo nnd mode of dealing with Uis people, f or 
Ilifl wny of truth nnd holiness— the wny to eternal life.* 
In its comprehensive import, it is God's sovereign will in 

• Cnlviii. + Alexander. C Home-. 
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His gracious designs lownrds tho sons of mou. It is the 
Divine way of justifying tho ungodly, of sanctifying tho 
unholy— tho "highway of holiness" in which tho rodoomod 
wnlk, and tho ransomed of tho Lord return and como to 
/ion in glory. This is inndo known in tho ©nrtli only by 
tho rovoulcd word testifying of Christ, Himsolf " Iho now 
nnd living wny "—tho only way by which sinnors know tho 
Father and como to heaven. Tho rapid spread of tho Biblo 
throughout tho nations is opening up n highway through 
tho desert for (ho heralds of tho cross, and for multitudes 
of tho saved, rescued from error and idolatry, to como to 
/ion. Thus God's way of lifo nnd pouco is destined to bo 
univorsally known. Living missionaries, carrying with 
thorn tho written word, nnd proclaiming tho Gospel of tho 
kingdom, aro tho appointed instrumentality for making 
known to tho nations God's light nnd salvation. " When 
tho world by wisdom know not God, it pleased God by tho 
foolishness of preaching to savo them that boliovo." (1 Cor. 
i. 21.) Tho church's great duty is to raise up and send 
forth multitudes of devoted men to labour for tho eon- 
version of tho world. Sho should bo earnest in propa- 
gating tho truth; sho should spuro no oxponso in this 
work ; and should, in solf-doniod sacrilico, willingly 
sopnrato and sot apart her best ministers for this servico. 
Abovo all, fervent prayers should bo offerod to tho Lord 
<if the harvest llmt Ho would " thrust out" labourors into 
His harvest. Tho olTusion of tho Spirit upon tho church 
will lend to chcorful consecration. Groat will bo tho 
multitudo of them who publish salvation ; and beautiful 
upon the mountains will bo tho feet of tho messongors of 
penco. As with angel wing, tho horn Ids of tho cross will 
" fly in tho midst of tho honvon, having tho ovorlasting 
Gospel to preach to them that dwell on tho earth, and to 
every nation, and kindred, and touguo, nnd pooplo." 
(Eov. xir. G.) In tho progress of missions, a notice ministry 
will bo raised up, nnd great numbors of tho houthon, con- 
vorlod to Christ, will go forth to gather othora to Him. 
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The Jows, mado a "willing people in a day of powor," 
will bo dovolod and successful missionaries of tho cross; 
and thus by tho light of Iho word, and tho power of I ho 
Gospol widely proclaimed, God's wny of truth and holiness 
will bo universally known. 

Great multitude* of sinners are sttced. This is tho grand 
object of dovolcd effort, and a principal mutter of tho 
church's prayers. God's way is known on tho earth whon 
His salvation is on joyed by great uumbors throughout the 
nations. This is salvation by gnico — salvation in Clirist — 
God's groat and ovorlasting salvation. Whon the gnico 
sought shall have boon bestowed, tho number of tho saved 
will no longer bo fow, ns berries on tho tops of tho utter- 
most boughs, but will bo a luultiludo in the earth. 
Nations shall bo born in a day. Tho church revived, 
longthoniug her cords, and strotching forth tho curiums of 
hor habitation, ahull oxcloim in wonder, " Who are these 
that lly as a cloud, and as tho doves to their windows?" 
" Thoy shall not teach overy man his neighbour, and every 
man his broth or, saying, Know tho Lord: for till shall 
know Mo, from tho least to tho greatest." (Isu. lx. 3 ; 
Hob. viii. 11.) 

All nations shall bo brought into professed subjection to the 
Redeemer, and this shall bo followed by blessed rjfeet* to the 
wholo world. Tho oulhronod Mediator, puttiug down ull 
opposing power, will assort His right to reigu, nnd will 
claim for His covonnntod inhoritauco all nut ions of the 
earth. To Messiah, tho Trinco, all kindreds of the people 
shall rend or homngo — all kings shall honour nnd serve 
Him. Tho scoptro and diadems of oarth shall bo prostrate 
at His foot. Nations shall bring thoir riches and glory to 
Zion. Tho gates of tho city of God shall be opened, thnt 
"tho righteous nation which kecpoth tho truth" may outer 
in. Peace nnd outward i>roHpority, as tho fruit of saving 
knowledge, and tho offoct of Mossiah's benign rulo, shall 
bo all-prevalent and universal. " Tho glory of tho Lord 
shall bo rovcalod, and all nations shall sco it togother." 
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"All the earth shall worship Thee, and shall sing unto 
Thoo; (hoy shall sing unto Thy name." (Isa. xl. .0 ; 
Pa. lxvi. 4.) 

Is Conclusion. 

This subject calls us to consider — 

The neeessity and important* of these blessing* to ourseltct, 
and urges us to seek them e<irne*t1y in prayer. As we arc 
guilty, sinful, and helpless, an interest in Divine mercy 
and grace is indispensable for our personal salvation. Our 
pardon and peace; our strength, holiness, and comfort; 
our victory and happiness, How wholly from the grace of 
the covenant; and wo are absolutely dopondont on tho 
Spirit to reveal and impart them. It is God that " workoth 
in us, both to will and do of Ilis good pleasure." Wo 
linvo tho highest oncourngemont to seek all spiritual 
blessings in Christ. ITo has power on earth to forgive 
sine. He is ovor " waiting to be gracious," and is "ready 
to pardon." Ho can cause His fnco to shine on tho sanc- 
tuary even when desolate, and Ho blesses His son-ants 
with peace. Wo should ask spiritual, saving blessings for 
others as well as for ourselves. All true prayer is social 
and intercessory, as it is heart- felt nud importunate. Wo 
nro taught, when wo pray, to make "prayer aud supplica- 
tion for all saints," and to seek that men may bo blessed 
in Christ, and may call Him blessed. Tho possession of 
Divine mercy and grace is absolutely required to dispose 
and enable us to make known God's light and salvation to 
others, and to render us instrumental in tho conversion of 
the nntions. Until we nro renewed in tho spirit of our 
mind, wo can neither cstimato aright the sad condition of 
perishing sinnors, nor labour in faith and prayor for their 
snlvatiou. Though the Gospel may bo proclaimed by thoso 
who have not themselves experienced its saving power, 
and God may ninko efficacious His own word for quicken- 
ing and converting somo, oven whon thoso who preach it 
remain unawakened, yet an abundant spiritual blessing is 
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only found in conDoction with tho work of thoso who know 
tho truth in tho lovo and powor of it— of thoso "who 
boliovo, and thoroforo speak." Tho church, too, in order 
to fulfil hor mission in tho world, must scok an enlarged 
measure of graco upon her ininietors and members, and a 
rich spiritual blessing upon tho administration of her 
ordinances. When, as in tho Thessaloniau church, tho 
word comes, " not in word only, but in power, and in tho 
Holy Ghost, and in much assurance," then tho Gospel is 
"sounded out to all tho region round about," aud in ovory 
plaeo tho faith of tho church toward God is "spread 
abroad." Men aro turned from idols to servo tho living 
and true God. And tho church, tho contro of light, is 
soon and acknowledged as tho successful instrument of 
dispelling tho world's darkness, aud of irradiating with 
tho boams of Immanuors glory tho nations of tho earth. 

It behoves us to /fly to heart our obligations to male known 
God's teat/ and saltation to all people. These aro manifold 
and most weighty. Our calling, profession, and sucrcd 
vows, tho multiplied and high privileges which wo enjoy, 
tho fearful condition of tho world npostuto from God and 
lying in tho wicked ono, and the glory that will redound 
to Christ when tho nations aro brought into subjection to 
His eccptro of righteousness — all form powerful and con- 
straining motives to impel us to pray and lubour for I ho 
world's conversion. Hero is tho test of the genuineness 
of our Christian profession aud of tho sincerity of our 
prayers. "When wo placo tho concerns of Christ's glory 
far above any privato interests of our own ; whou wo ask 
in prayer that His kingdom may come, and His will done 
universally on earth as in heaven, before wo seek temporal 
and spiritual blessings for oursolves; and whou we 
accompany our prayers with self-denied nud simtuincd 
efforts, then do wo givo evidence that wo aro actuated by 
tho mind of Christ— that wo aro engaged in a work in 
which Ho delights \ and then wo hovo tho assurance Unit 
our labours shall not bo in vain in tho Lord. Thoro is 
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n necessary nml inseparable connection botwoon being 
spiritually enlightened nnd arising to shino for tho 
diffusion of tlio light. This, too, in tho appointed way oi 
recoiving enlarged blessing, nnd of communicating' it to 
others. No congregation or church may oxpect to bo 
blessed that is not nggressivo and missionary in spirit nnd 
work. I ii connection with anion t zont and devoted effort 
for tho universal diffusion of tho church's light nnd 
privileges, thoro nro guarnntocd in tho Divino promises 
innnifold enlargement nnd blessing. "Tho Lord shall 
riso upon thee, nnd His glory shall bo soon upon thoo. 
Tho Gentiles shall como to thy light, nnd kings to tho 
brightness of thy rising." Multitudes of converts shall 
crowd tho courts of Zion, enemies shnll foigu submission, 
nnd men, in admiration, shnll call hor "tho city of tho 
I.ord; tho /ion of tho Iloly One of Israel." 

It concerns us, especially at tho present time, to seek 
theso great blessings at nttttux to an important end. Tho 
world is to rcceivo from tho church tho knowledge of the 
(ruth and all the blessings of salvation. It is now looking 
to her for deliverance from innumerable evils, nnd for 
liglit, healing, nnd peace. Tho Macedonian cry, " Come 
over and help us ! " is loudly nddresscd to us from many 
lands, nnd Christians everywhere nro luid under solemn 
obligations to respond to it. Nations nrc perishing from 
not knowing God's way nnd salvation. Thoro is no 
healing balm elsewhere for thoir numerous and deep- 
sen tod i miladies. Those who know a Divinely-provided 
euro nro deeply criminal if (hoy fail to seek its application. 
Tho work must begin in tho church, if it would go forward 
successfully throughout tho earth, and bo ofrocluul for 
enlightening those who sit in darkness nnd tho shadow of 
doath, nnd for bringing tho nations to willing subjection 
to tho sceptre of Immanuol. Tim Spirit is tho promised 
Agont to givo nil light nnd quickening— to mnko known 
nnd apply God's salvation. It deeply concerns (ho church 
to pray for the plentiful effusion of (he Spirit upon its 
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morabors and on all its administrations. Tho revival of 
tho Lord's work, quickoning tho dry bones, exciting nnd 
strengthening holy graces, nnd impelling to sustained holy 
exertion, is the first and great thing required for tho 
world's conversion. Tho mountain of the Lord's house 
shall bo "established on tho top of the mountains, nnd 
exalted above the hills," and nil notions shnll flow into it, 
soon as the promised universal effusion of the Spirit shall 
coino. Tho " living wntors," rising in the sanctuary, shnll 
44 go forth from Jerusalem," " hnlf of them toward the 
former sen," to pervndo tho marls of commerce nnd 
sanctify tho world's business, and "half of them toward 
tho hinder sen," to purify the stagnant mass of corruption; 
in summer nnd in winter it shnll be." (Zcch. xiv. 5.) 
Thus, nccording to sacred prediction, nations converted 
through the prayers nnd self-denied exertions of the 
church, " bring thoir riches and glory to Zion." Many 
people shnll go nnd any, *' Come yo, nnd let us go up to 
tho mountain of tho I>ord. to the house of tho Cod of 
Jacob, and lie will tench us of His ways, and wo will walk 
in His paths; for out of Zion shnll go forth the law. and 
tho word of the Lord from Jerusalem." In view of this 
joyful prospect, and to hasten this blessed consummation, 
lot us arise and shine in the beauty of holiness. Exerting 
nnd encouraging one another, lot us say, •* house of 
Jacob, como yo, lot us walk in the light of tho living." 

(Isn. ii. $•!>.) 

Finally — Tho bright prospect of n revived church, 
and of the universal triumph of true religion in tho 
earth, intpirt* ihe most Joyful hojxs. Tho last effusion 
of tho Spirit will bo more widespread nnd poworful than 
nny that have preceded it. The "Spirit and breath" 
coming from the four winds, nnd swooping across the 
valley of vision, quickens the bones—" very many and very 
dry "—nnd causes them to stand up " an exceeding great 
army," equipped for warfare, and prepared for victory. 
Tho church, purified from error and corruption, and her 
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manifold breaches hcalod, shall appear "beautiful for 
situation," " tlio joy of tho whole oarth." (Ps. xlviii. 
2.) Tho truth, rapidly and universally diffused, accom- 
pnuicd by tho power of tho Spirit, shall achiovo its glorious 
lest victories. Multitudes uf instruments, prepared as 
'! polished shafts" in tho Divino quivor, shall go forth 
throughout tho nations to proclaim to the onds of tlio 
earth God's salvation, and to claim tho homago of all 
pcoplo to Priiico Messiah. Thon shall Ho take to Him 
His great' power to reign. Ho shall put down all opposing 
authority to rulo, and come whoso right it is, and it shall bo 
given Hint. Tho idols shall bo utterly abolished, and tho 
kingdom uf graven iniiigcs destroyed. Tho Kodoomer's 
glory shall fill tho wholo earth. Then shall great 
voices from heaven proclaim — " Hallelujah, for tlio Lord 
God Omnipotent reignotli." " Tlio kiugdoms of this world 
iiro become tho kingdoms of our Low! and of His Christ; 
and He shull reign for over and ever." (Bov. xi. 15.) 



THE BELOVED GONE DOWN TO HIS 
GARDEN AND THE BEDS OF SPICES.' 

Soso 01- Solouox ri. I, 2—" Wliilher w lliy DoIovmI goue, Utou 
rnireslntnong women ? whither iit thy JMovcd tumciLnoitle ? Hint 
wo niiiy neck Him with tlicc. My Beloved in ((one down into Ilia 
gnnlcn, to Uio bed* of qricc*, to fc«d in llio gnnloiis, nnd to gtiUicr 
lilies." 

A ritiNcir.M, objoct in coming to scaling ordinances is to 
rcnliso tho gracious prosonco of Christ, and to obtain 
spiritual viows of His glory. Saints and servants of God 
in all agos havo had this ns tboir uppermost dosiro, and 
wore satisfied with nothing olso. They spouk often to 
fellow-travellers to Ziou on these subjects, nnd ninko 
frequent earnest inquiries concerning them. They address 
themselves to tho Watchman — " Saw yo Tlitn whom my 
houI loveth?" Thoy commune with their own spirits, and 
speak to God in dcop scarchings of hoart and with forvont 
desire. " that I know whoro I might find Tlim. I would 
como ovon to His seat." " I beseech thee, show mo thy 
glory." "Wo would soo Jesus." Our fathers, as they 
wont up to holy ordinances, and enmo down from tho hill 
of God, had solonin communings of heart on such thomes; 
nnd they loft behind them ihoir recorded testimony that 
thoy found tho Beloved of their eouls in llio ordinances 
of His gmco; or thoy wore dooply humbled nnd penitent 
if Ho had withdrawn Himsolf and was gone. 

In theso vorsos wo hnvo n striking and beautiful cxnmplo 
of such inquiry nflor tho presence of tbo Master of assem- 
blies, accompanied with directions, plain, pointed, nnd most 
suitable, showing how tho objoct of longing desire may bo 

realised. Tho spenkore, in tho opening words of tho 
1 '2 n 



418 TIIK llKLOYKU ClOXK IM)WN TO IMS OARDEX 

chapter, aro obviously (ho " Daughters of Jerusalem "— tho 
Miino who nro mentioned in verses 8th and Oth of tho 
preceding chapter. Theso may be rognrded ns nominal 
professors, or young converts, or boliovors, weak and 
uneetnblishcd. Thoy address to tho spouso, tho church of 
tho First-Born, n question twice repented— " Whithor is 
thy Beloved gone? whither is thy Beloved turned nsido?" 
In reply to tho souse's solemn chnrgo — " If you find 
my Beloved, I chnrgo you that you tell Him that I nm 
sick of love," thoy had asked before— "What is thy 
Beloved moro than another beloved, that thou dost bo 
chnrgo us?" Thoy wore then surprised (it tho si>oueo'8 
anxious, restless inquiry after hor Beloved, and at tho 
messngo so solemnly onjoinod thorn to convey lo II im re- 
specting her ardent, overcoming affection. Now tho inquiry 
is made with nn observable and remnrkublc difference. 
This arises from hearing tho livoly, ondenring description 
which hnd boon given of tho Boloved. Throughout 
it is indeed nn olovatcd and glowing commendation. Her 
thoughts nnd affections nro absorbed in setting forth tho 
graco nnd dignity of His matchless person nnd character. 
Sho labours for words to declare adequately His surpass- 
ing beauty and excellency ; and at Inst sho exclaims with 
fervour of heart, as sho approaches this Matchless 0no r 
and triumphs in hor personal relation to Him, " Yea, Ho 
is altogether lovely. This is my Beloved and my Friend, 
yo daughters of Jerusalem." Impressed with tho vivid 
description, nnd with this outflow of ardent affection, ex- 
pressed in torms so lofty, tho hearers no longer ask, 
"What is thy Beloved more than another?" but, as if 
now persuaded that thoro is nono to bo compared with 
Him for beauty nnd tho most attractive qualities, thoy 
express earnest desires to know whero Ho is to bo found, 
that thoy may havo porsonal acquaintance with Him. 
Thoy purposo to unito with experienced believers in seek- 
ing Him as tho chief and solo object of heart-felt affection 
and desire. In (his spirit should wo eomo to tho ordinauce : 



and nys beds of spices. 421 

and in (lio samo way should wo bo prepared to answor tl!P p 
earnest inquiry. Above all, wo should bo concornod to 
moot with the Beloved in tlio ordinances of His house, 
that wo may know II is saving work on ourselves and 
others. First of iill wo notico what is indicated in— 

I. Tub kkpeatkd inquiuy. 

Tho langungo of wrapt admiration nud fervent affection 
which thoy had lienrd oxcitcs tlio inquirers to thirst for 
ncquainlauco and intiiuuto communion with Ono so tran- 
scondontly lovely and excellent. Thus arc we taught the 
benefit of spiritual intercourse and fellowship. Tho inquiry is 
tlio effect of serious spiritual discourse ; it (irises from tlio 
full and clear unswor to tho question concerning tho ex- 
cellency of tho Beloved. Such con verso on spiritual themes 
has over been a means of instruction and blessing. Tlio 
weak should not shun questions for edification. They 
should spook iu tones respectful, and, us hero, 011 a sub- 
ject weighty and affecting. Tho inquiry is ubout Christ, 
tho Woll-bolovod ; nud tho believer's spiritual relation to 
Him, and his personal acquaintance with Him. Tho 
answer is givou roadily, iu gravo, suitable, nud affecting 
terms. The heart is enlarged, and tho tongue becomes as 
tho pen of a ready writer, when it speaks tho tilings of 
tho King. Tho question, "What think ye of Christ?" 
is answored by giving to every one u reason of the hopo 
that is in us. In tho ono case and tho other mention is 
mode of porsonnl interest— -" What is thy Beloved?" 
*■ My Beloved " — first and emphatically named — '* is whito 
mid ruddy," incomparably beautiful, •• tho ohicfest umotig 
ton thousand." Such spiritual converso concerning Christ 
and His rotation to His saints is an approved means of 
leading persons to serious inquiry and holy fellowship. 

Tho twofold inquiry expresses the highest esteem for 
God's saint*. They are designated "Tho fairest among 
womon"— surpassingly beautiful nnd comely. Tho question 
put to tho spouso in chapter v. 9 is repealed here, with 
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redoubled omphnsie. It is declarative of continued and 
high respect. A iruo murk of saintship is to oatoom 
believers the dearest oiul best on earth. " Every ono that 
lovelh Him thnt begat, lovoth Him oleo that is begotten 
of Him." "This conimnndmoiit have wo from Him, That 
ho who lovoth God h.vo His brother also." (1 John v. 1 ; 
iv. 21.) Saints on earth, notwithstanding their imporfee- 
tion and sin, «w regarded us " tho excellent," in whom 
nro centred "all tho delights" of fvllow-saints. Their 
spiritual beauty in discerned in tho imago of Christ formed 
within them; and as they are made comely with His 
comeliness put upon them, even with many spot* still 
ndhcring to them, they seo mid admire in thorn likeness to 
Christ, and henco they desire, to bo with thorn and like 
them. Like tho young Moabitess, ns they cleave to them 
in love, they declare, " Thy peoplo shall bo my people, 
and thy God my God." 

Tho burden of the inquiry is an earned asking where the 
Beloved is Inomt and to be met trith. Where thero is any 
proper conviction of what Christ is, the main inquiry will 
bo to know when He is, and hotc to obtain a persona! interest 
in Him, and enjoy spiritual communion with Him. This 
is ns necessary for growth in holiness and spiritual comfort 
as to know what He is. There may bo much remaining 
ignomnco even when no is acknowledged. There may bo 
an honest desire und love to Christ, when yet ono may 
fear to claim a personal interest in Him. Tho inquirers, 
in putting the question, do not any, " Our Beloved," but 
"Thy Beloved." As yet they nro eagerly seeking after 
Him, while yet they do not feel tho assurance of personal 
interest in Him. The great business of truo religion is to 
" follow on to know tho Lord," while resting on the 
assuranco that thus we shall know Him. The inquiry is 
not from mere curiosity, but from conviction of His 
excellency and the eager desire of TTin company. 

It expresses, moreover, a right mot ire and a JWy 
purpose. The knowledge desired is to be conjoined with 
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consistent prootico. Tho motivo that impels to eager 
inquiry* and nxdont pursuit is mighty and constraining. 
Finding Clirist ns our Beloved and Friend is tho great 
ond of all religious duties. Wo coino at onco under a 
personal obligation and express n fixed resolution — ' ; We 
xeiil *etk Him." It is a singular and decided purpose. 
Forgetting all othor things, and turning away from other 
objects, wo " punt aftor Got!, tho living God," and count 
nil olso " but loss and dung," compared with tho 
knowlcdgo of Christ Josus tho Lord. This alouo is tlio 
right framo of spirit in seeking tho Dolovcd. Thus are wo 
prepared for an nnswor of pcneo. 

Tho inquiry implios a plcdgo to wiikwi and com- 
munion in seeking tho Beloved. " Wo will sook Him with 
thet" In tho oponing of tho Song of Solomon tho 
beliovor expresses a purposo of fellowship with others — 
in nctivo sorvico — "Draw mo; wo will run aftor thee." 
Disco vorios of Christ will cons train lo run with olhors in 
nil holy obedience. As saints are given a heart to know, 
love, and fear Him, they become closely joined with ono 
another. United to tho Head, they enjoy the nearest 
spiritual communion in tho mystical body. Thoy are 
members ono of another — bound logothcr by tho tondcrest 
and strongest tics ; ono in n flection und sympathy, nud 
identified in interest nud pursuit. They aro thus helped 
to seek tho Beloved more earnestly, and enabled tho bottor 
to find Him. If wo come aright to inquire aftor Christ, 
wo give tho plcdgo that if Ho is made known, wo will 
tnko a common lot with His people — uniting with thcin in 
tho snino acts of spiritual worship, nud in all tho work of 
religion. And ns we impart tho knowlcdgo of Christ to 
others, we rojoico that numbers will thorcby be brought to 
holy fellowship in duty nud privilogo. Truo religion is 
eminently social. Commending Christ in words of graco, 
and by the obedience of tho life, wo attract others to join 
themselves to tho Lord. "Wo will go with you, for wo 
ha vo heard that G od is .with you." *' Tho inhabitants of 
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one city shrill go to another, saying, Let us go epoodily to 
prny before the Lord, nnd to seek tho Lord of boats: I 
will go nlso." (55ech. viii. 21 , 23.) 

II. The axswei: in* kelatiox to the place. 

Tho inquiry is promptly mot. Tho spouse speaks with- 
out hesitation— from tho fulness of tho heart, in assured 
certainly of knowledge and experience. " My Beloved is 
gone down to IT is garden, to tho bods of spices." Sho 
avouches Jlim ax wholly her» f and readily answers. In no 
cold terms docs sho speak concerning Him, nor is sho 
satisfied with general terms in commending His excellency. 
Exultingly sho confesses Him boforo men, and glories in 
using tho lnngunge of loving appropriation : "This is my 
Bolovcd nnd Friend." He is nltogother mine, in gracious 
offer nnd rich free gift; and I am wholly His, in willing 
choice nnd cheerful self-surrender. "Wo lovo Him, be- 
cnuso no first loved us." Tho soul, attracted hy the 
Saviour lifted up, sees umtchlcss perfections and all lov- 
nblo qualities in Him. Saints yield their hearts to Him, 
nnd Ho is ever their only Beloved. The best advice they 
give to others in their darkness and doubts and difficulties 
is to avouch their own interest in Christ, and thoir per- 
sonal fellowship with Him. Thus roadily it bohovos us to 
answer those who desire a reason of the faith and hope 
that is in us. Wo should always bo prepared to wolcome 
inquirers — to clear their doubts and solve thoir difficulties. 
Wo should rejoice in being called to toll what tho Doloved 
is to us, and to profess our personal intorcst in Him. 
Fellowship with Him in service and privilcgo should bo 
with us matter of heart-felt oxperionce ; nnd w© should 
hail with dolight tho opportunity of professing it, that 
others may bo drawn to know and enjoy it. 

His church is His gardon— tho place to whioh the 
Beloved r* gone, nnd whither He is lurntd <w'de. Thus is 
tho church already beautifully described, 8ong iv. 12 
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"A gnrdon onolosod is my sister, my spouse; o spring 
shut up, a fountain sonled." It is a clioson, sopnratod, 
onclosod placo, which tho Bolovod froquonts— in winch Ho 
roposos with <tolight in intorcourso with His pooplo. Ho 
has caro fully planted, guarded, nnd foncc<l it ; under His 
constant cultirnlion it yiolds precious fruits for n'ourish- 
monl and refreshment, which nro to Him an lionour and 
glory. Tlithor tho Bolovod has gono down, and turned 
nside, ns His fuvourito abode. Tho church is oflon in a 
low condition, liko a city besieged, or a watchman's lodge 
in a gnrdon of cucumbors. In wondrous condescension 
her Husband and Head shares His pooplo' s u mictions mid 
trials, mid is with thorn whon thoy nro weak mid oppressed. 
Ho is the " Man amid tho myrtlo trees in tho low bottom " 
(Zcch. i. 8), to whom ministering spirits report provi- 
dontinl movomonls, and on whoso cominnnds they wait in 
their service Ho is found in tlio humblo nsscmblics of 
His people, as with tho women rotired from Pliilippi for 
prayer at tho river sido. AVith two or thrco met in His 
name, in tho lowest circuui9(anccs, Ho is present. In tho 
words of a suffering Covenanted witness : * " Five or nix 
praying persons, by n diko side, nro tho Church of Scot- 
land, in which tho King dwells ns n wall of fire, and tho 
glory in tho midst." Our fathors, in tho dnys of sorest 
trial, found Him as tho Beloved of their souls, and enjoyed 
noar nnd swcot fellowship with Hiin. And hore iiupiirors 
nro always to bo directed as tho chosen plnco of Roving 
intorcourso nnd blessing. If wo would know where tho 
Good Shepherd "feeds and makes nis Hocks to rest at 
noon," wo must "go forth by tho footstops of tho (lock, 
and feed tho kids by tho Shepherd's touts," ovon though 
mean nnd pitched in tho wilderness. 

Tho Beloved is especially to bo found in thoso parts of 
tho church, nnd in those ordinances where ffix chosen taints 
nro gathered nnd the fruih of holy graces abouud. Ho 

* Aleinudcr Pcdcii. 
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] 1(lfi g ono down nn<l turned nsido to " ike btto *f V««" 
Thoro nro solcctod spots in tho gnrdon, whore nro lovoly 
flowers, nml tlio fmgrnnco of aromatic herbs flows forth. 
Thoro nro some sections of the church which above others 
may bo likonod to theso be<ls of Bpiccs, ne thoy mnnifost 
tho love mul power nf tho truth profosso<l, nnd nbound in 
tho graces of tho Spirit nnd in eolf-donying labours. 
Thoro nro praying socioties nnd families in tho snmo con- 
gregation, whero tho lifo of religion is folt and known, 
where grnco in lively oxorciso sanctifies ovory relation, 
Hweotons nil intercourse, and ever attracts and refreshos. 
Thoro Jesus delights to turn nsido and rest, rejoicing in 
tho work of Ttis hands, drawing forth and accepting tho 
fruits of Ilis grnco. These spicos do not flourish in ovory 
pnrt of tho garden, but in spots selected nnd prepared by 
peculiar wisdom nnd love— arranged in goodly order, and 
cared for by tho skill of tho Divine Owner. Beautiful nnd 
comely to tho oyo, they regale tho othor soneos. Plncod in 
near contact, nnd separated from nil that is unsightly nnd 
noxious, (hoy refresh and rognlo one another. Whoro 
companies of truo, loving, nnd lively boliovors abound, 
there tho Beloved stays ns in a rest desirod, and thither 
saints nro attracted. Such plnces Ho chooses for His 
loved abodo, and tho believer greatly desires to bo with 
Tlim in those beds of spicos. " Until tho doy break, and 
the shadows flco away, I will got mo to tho mountain of 
myrrh, nnd to tho hill of fninki license." (Song iv. 6.) 
Christ's presence w realised where spicy herbs intermingled 
show thoir beauty and diffuse their fragrance. Thoro the 
devout inquirer nttrnctod desires earnestly to on joy tho 
nearest nnd most loving communion. "Mako has to, my 
Beloved, mid bo Thou liko to a roo or to a young hart 
upon tho mountains of spices." (Song viii. 1-1.) 

This presence of tho Beloved is sought and found in 
tho way of Divinely-appointed meant. Ho is over in His 
church and in tho lively socioties of His pooplo. Wo must 
not, as somo do, go out of tho church, or forsako tho 
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assembling of ourselves together, or follow nflcr novelties, 
if wo would find Him. "Wo are commanded to " stand in 
tlio wny Ami boo," ami "ask for tho good old way," and 
"walk thorcin," and it is promised, "Yo sbnll find rest to 
your houIs." (.Ter. vi. 16.) Ho is to bo sought mid found 
where others hove realised His presenco, and known tho 
sweetness of communion witli Him. Ho delights in tho 
ordinances of tho church. His visits of love are mado 
whore tho graces of tho Spirit are implanted and drnwn 
forth. As Ho sends "tho plentiful min" of tho Spirit, 
whereby "Ho confirms His inheritance when weary," His 
"congregation dwells tlioro" with satisfaction and delight, 
and " of His goodness Ho prepnres for tho poor." 
(Ps. lxviii. 9, 10.) 

Tho Bolovcd comes to His gnrdon and tho bods of 
spices tliat Ho may aetept the graces of His saints, and 1)1- 
tigoraU and diffuse them. Tho church is the object of His 
tondorest love, and of His unceasing care. Its true mom- 
bore are tho trees of His planting, that He may ho glorified. 
The fruits for which Ho ovor looks, nnd with which IIo is 
satisfiod, nro the graces of His Spirit ; nil His care is that 
theso may bo rich and abundant. Ho walks amid tho 
golden candlesticks, nnd holds tho stars in His right hand. 
Tho light borrowed from Himself irradiates His ministers; 
and, reflected from them and tho church, it is diiFuecd 
abroad, dispelling tho darkness of error nnd sin, and 
making known tho glory of His nanio. Ho is in His 
garden, nnd among tho beds of spices, to direct and 
prospor tho cultivation— Himself being a "fountain of 
gardens, a woll of living waters, and streams from 
Lebanon." Ho is tho Source, of nil tho fertility of tho 
church, and lior constant Guardian nnd Protector. "A 
vineyard of red wine. I tho Lord do keep it ; I will water 
it ovory moment : lest any hurt it, I will keep it night 
and day." (Isa. xxvii. 3.) Tho gracious presence of tho 
licloved in tho assemblies of His saints causes nil thoir 
comfort and blessing, and renders them over attractive 
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Tho gales of tho Spirit, stirring up and diffusing their 
graces, nro tho suitable preparation for His visits of love, 
«s tho out-flow of these graces in their effects upon others 
is tho blessed result of His familiar intercourse and friend- 
ship. 

III. His woiik tiibiib. 

This is declared in a twofold expression. Tho Beloved 
has gone down into His garden, and is *' turned nsido.'j 
attracted to the beds of spices; (I) To "feed in the garden*," 
and (2) " To gather lilies." Where His gracious presence is 
enjoyed, and He is with His people, accepting and render- 
ing diffusive their graces, He is always engaged in these 
eminent works. 

Tlicso "gardens" are particular congregations and social 
assemblies of His people. The modo of expression is varied 
in the Inst pnrt of tho answer. It is "the gardens" instead 
of "His garden," in which He feeds. Tho singular, 
"garden," that which the Beloved owns as peculiarly His, 
is tho wholo church, chosen in His love, purchased by His 
blood— sanctified by His Spirit, His rest and dwelling place. 
These " gardens" are not sopnrato places, but plots or di- 
visions in the same enclosure. As under tho law there 
were synagogues for instruction and social worship, as well 
as a national temple, so there nro particular churches and 
local assemblies forming one body under tho same exalted 
Head. Besides tho wholo church to which Ho comes 
down, the King of Zion erects particular societies, ap- 
points to them ordinances in which Ho presides, and 
on which He commands tho blessing, as " the dow that 
descends upon Hermon." Somo of thesonro distinguished 
above others, as Philadolphia, Rome, and Thossalonica, to 
which tho word comes " with power in tho Holy Ghost, 
and in much assurance/ 1 and from which it is "sounded 
forth to all tho regions round about." While the 
gracious presonco of the Boloved is not tied to any one 
place, Ho has promised (o bo present to bless whenever 
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Hie namo is recorded with His (mints, howovor few and 
despised. Hie tnbornnclo is with tnon, and there Ho 
moots with tho child ran of Isrnol, to bless them. His earo 
ovor His snints is mimito mid particular. Ordi nances nro 
tho pasture-grounds to wliicli Ho leads Hie flock. While 
Ho is sovereign, manifesting Hini9olf as Ho soos good, TTo 
rognrds each separate assembly met in His name to worship 
and honour him as a garden of plensuro and delight. 
Though some aro privileged abovo others, Ho can be 
present in thorn all at tho samo time, and His work of 
powor and lovo is tho same wherever Ho turns aside to 
manifost His glory. Himeelf feeds in thoso gardens with 
dolight. Tho phrnso, " to focd in tho gardens," may bo 
used jMMively. Ho feeds on tho provision made for His 
ontortainmont. In chnptor v. 1 , Ho declares — " I have 
on ton my honey* comb with my honey." As tho proprietors 
of rich gardens refresh themselves with mellow and 
pleasant fruits, so the Beloved has pleasure in His saints. 
Ho accepts and is satisfied with tho grnces of their 
charactor, and with their spiritual services. To thoso who 
open to Him as Ho stands at the door and knocks, He 
promises moro familiar intercourso nnd mutual enjoyment. 
" I will come in to him, nnd sup with him, and he with inc." 
(Rov. iii. 20.) Whilo tho Saviour condescends to receive 
refreshment from communion wilh His saints, our grand 
duty is to provido suitablo ontortainmont for this Divine 
Guest. As wo welcomo Him with spiritual desire and 
affect ion, wo should sproiul a table for Him, nnd invito 
Him into tho mother's house " I would cnuso thco to 
drink of tho epiccd wino of the juice of my pomegranate." 
(Song viii. 2.) 

Ho udministors touI-nouri»hi»g food to His people. This 
is His feeding aetirety. In plnces whero He makes His 
sheep to rest at noon, Ho feeds His flock like a shophcrd. 
Ordinances blessed with Hie presence nro nis pleasant 
pastures. Tho tablo which Ho propane lies loaded with 
royal dainties. Tho promises of tho covonnnt— oxecoding 
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great oiid prceious-nro broad of hoavon to nourish tho 
„ul to life eternal. Himself is tho "bidden manna - 
tho (rue bread that comes down from hoavon. Hie »osli 
is meat indeed, and His blood is drink indeed. llio 
feast of fat tilings « for all nations » is prepared in the 
monntnin of llio Lord's house." In llio free invitations of 
the Gospel, nil are called and bid welcome to come and 
partake of the plentiful provision. The food of Z.on » 
Mcswd, as the Beloved dispenses it to the needy and 
perishing, and gives it to tho weak and hungry for nourish- 
ment and comfort. IIo feeds, by imparting an appetite 
mid relish for spiritual bread. As they open their mouth, 
hungering and thirsting after righteousness, Tie satisfies 
them with the goodness of His house, ovon of His holy 
temple. " Ho givoth meat to them that fear Him; and Ho 
is ovor mindful of His covenant." All their wants Ho 
supplies; all their spiritual desires Ho satisfies. With 
food convenient He nourishes and strengthens them, till 
are brought to tho full feast in glory, where they oat 
they and drink with Him at His table in Hie heavenly 
kingdom. 

Ho goes down to His garden to collect convert* and to 
gather saints near to Ithmclf. This is His chief work in tho 
church, and that which gives evidence of His presence and 
power. As a person delighting in his garden collects tho 
choicest flowers and tho most precious fruits, so Clirist 
comes into tho garden and tho bods of spices for a liko 
purpose. Tho lilies which He gathers nro His saints and 
thoir graces. He calls and separates thorn from tho world 
lying in wickedness. Ho effectually calls them. Con- 
strained by His love, they come out and are separate 
They become the sons of God, and are gathered together 
with tho all things in hoavon and earth that are one in 
Clirist tho Head. (Eph. i. 10). They aro brought to 
Shi loh, to whom tlio "expectation of tho peoplo " shall 
come. In tonder compassion, Ho brings them under the 
shadow of His love and protection, as a " lion gathers her 
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brood undor hor wings." Ever as Ho feeds in holy 
ordinances, Ho gathers sinnors to Hinuolf. Ho changos 
thoir nature, and renown them in holiness. Thoso whom 
Ho converts are brought into His family, to oiijoy its 
follows] lip nnd sharo its privileges, and novor again to 
bo cost out of tho inhcritanco of sons. A chief object of 
tho Beloved coming lo spiritual ordinances is to " gather 
togcthor tho children of God that nro scattered abroad." 
(Mutt, xxiii. 37.) His apcciul invitation culls thorn to 
come to Himself to onjoy tho highest privilege nnd bless- 
ing. "Gather my saints togethor unto jnc; those that 
havo mndo a covonant with mo by snerifico. And tho 
heavens shall declaro His righteousness: for God is Judge 
Himself." (Ps. 1. 5, C.) If wo seek tho Beloved, and j^o 
whither Ho is turned nsido, wo shall rejoice in His work 
of con vorting sinners nnd of building up saints; and our 
earnest desiro will bo to bo among tho lilies gathered. 

Finally — Ho comes to the garden lo prepare and gather 
lilies ax garlamfx for glory. His presence in the beds of 
spices looks forward to the final and full gathering. Saints 
are nourished up to life oternul; graces are excited and 
in ado to flow forth, that thoy may bo perfected. The 
Captain of Salvation, mado perfect through sufferings, is 
ever about the work of bringing '* many eons to glory." 
(Hcb. ii. 10.) At times the Beloved comes into His 
garden lo pluck beautiful Jlowcre and transplant them to 
bloom in Paradise. Death is His messenger to remove 
saints (lint are ripened for heaven. " Every gem that 
death rudely tears away from us hero is a glorious jewel 
for over shining there." * These lilies gathered from the 
church on earth are untwined as a garland of victory mid 
honour. As trophies of His love, they will hereaftor 
llourish on His head, showing His miitchless bounty mid 
reflecting His glory for ever. No longer muong tho 
"thorns" thnt wounded them nnd marred their comeliness, 

* Jonatlinn EdwnrcK 



130 TIIK HKL0VKD OOSE DOWN TO »I8 UAKDEX 

when gathered homo thoy ahino with surpassing lustre— 
nil fuir— in perfect resemblance to Him who has gnthored 
them— " (ho rose of Shnron ond tlio lily of (he volley"— 
" altogether lovely." 

Ix Conclusion. 

This subject calls to solemn self-trial. Have you como 
hither to niiiko for yourselves this twofold inquiry ? Hnvo 
you been led to seek with desire after tlio Beloved, (hat 
you nmy k»ow where He is to bo found ? Hnvo you heard 
with interest the commendation of His saints concerning 
Him ? Do you esteem (horn " the excellent of the oarth," 
and in moral nnd spiritual beauty tho fairest of creatures? 
As deeply interested nnd earnestly concerned, do you push 
the inquiry, undervaluing all olso, and resolved to bo 
satisfied with nothing till it is answered? What is your 
puvposo in asking so eagerly after tho Beloved? Is it 
thnt you may join yourselves to tlio Lord's people; to 
engage with them in (he sumo duties, nnd to shnro with 
them the high privilege of fellowship with tho Beloved? 
It behoves you now to search diligently what nro your 
motives and spirit in coining to the ordinance, that wo may 
give an answer to Him who sends us, nnd thnt you may 
receive encouragement and strong consolation. 

It concerns us to be prepared to give freely, as the spouse, 
the amwer to the inquiry respecting the Beloved. Wo should 
know by experience where Ho is, nnd the special work in 
which Ho is engaged. Wo should bo able to commend 
Him us our best nnd oidy Beloved. Wo should speak as 
those who have been with Him in scones of holy com- 
munion. Saints hnvo boon gathered into His garden— 
they uro themselves "tho beds of spices." Chosen, en- 
closed, nnd cultivated, thoy grow up to manifest His 
pcculinr favour, to reflect His beauty, ond to diffuse 
nbroad tho fragrance of His graco. While Ho feeds them 
with the provision of His love, they present to Him tlio 
offerings which Ho accepts, uud share mutual communion 
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with Him. Young converts and woak believers, inquiring 
after tho haunts and work thoro of tlio Beloved, have a 
right to oxpoot from you nn answer of tho hope that is in 
you. You should bo ready to give it as a matter of con- 
scious experience. You should bo able to dcclnro to others 
" Como and hear, all ye that fear God, mid I will declaro 
what Ho )m tli done for my soul." " It wns but a little 
that I passed from them, but I found Him whom my soul 
loveth." (Ps. lxvi. 16; Song iii. -1.) How great (ho pri- 
vilege to bo ablo to instruct inquirers where (he U cloved 
is to bo certainly found, that they may bo drawn to loving 
acquaintance with Him, and to communion with His 
saints ! 

Tho subject offers tho fullest welcomo to mrtl tritfi the 
Htloxtd in the garden* and beds of spices — to tte and *hart in 
His gracious work there. Tho answer of saints who Jiavo 
experienced tho faithfulness of His promise and tho power 
of His grace — His own rest and delight in holy ordinances, 
mid the gales of tho Spirit blowing on the gnrden, and 
spreading abroad tho savour of His name — all concur in 
pressing tho invitation: — "Tho Spirit and the Bride say, 
Come. And whosoever will, is welcome to come and tako 
the water of life freely." (llov. xxii. 17.) He has gone 
beforo to tho high placo of communion : He blouses tho 
sacrifice, and they cat that are bidden, no is surely to bo 
found where saints mcot in His name — in tho assemblies 
of His peoplo and tho ordinances of His institution. Ho 
delights to bo whore tho graces which He has implanted 
nro like uromntic herbs — us fragrant (lowers. If you truly 
desire to moot with Him, and to behold nis glory, Ho is 
ready to receivo you. He waits to bo gnicious. That is still 
His honour, what in the days of His flesh was esteemed 
His roprouch, " This Man recoivcth sinners, and entuth 
with them." He is in His church to give food to tho 
hungry, and to satisfy with tho bread of life tho destitute 
and perishing. " Ho salisfieth tho longing soul, nnd 
lilloth tho huiifrry soul with goodness." "Open thy 
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mouth wide, and I will fill it." (Pa. cvii. 9; lxxxi. 10.) 
While Ho supplied ovory soul-want, and satisfies ovory 
spiritual desiro, Ho linn mutual communion with His 
«aiuts. Ho sups with thorn, mid thoy with Him. Ho boos 
tho travail of His soul, and is satisfied. If you eomo to 
moot Him in tho garden, and to bohold His conduwoMioii 
as He turns osido to tho bods of spices, Ho will share with 
you the feast of His lovo, accept your porsons, and tako 
as a savour of rost tho tribute of your graces and tho 
offering of your holy services. Higher privilogos than 
those you cannot enjoy on earth, and as you go wlioro 
Christ is found by His saints, to sook Him with thorn, you 
have all encouragement from His assured promise, " If 
you .seek Him, Ho will bo found of you." " Ho that 
overcometh shall inhorit all things." " I will givo lo him 
that is ntliirst of tho fountain of tho water of lifo frooly. 
I will he his God, and ho shall bo my son." 

As the result of seeking and finding tho Boloved in His 
garden, you will take nn interest in His work of converting 
sinners — of bringing iris saints nearer to Himself, and of 
preparing nnd taking homo Hie redeemed to glory. This is 
His great work in the earth — Hint which eminently displays 
His glory, and which blesses abundantly His church. 
As you sec Him gathering lilies, delivering, sinners from 
tho world, nnd exhibiting the saved as trophies of His 
love, you will rejoico in His power and mercy, nnd bo glad 
in His salvation. Your own evidences of union to tho 
Redeemer will becomo clearer. You will bo stimulated 
to labour nnd pray for tho conversion of sinners, and to 
joy in tho prospect of tho gathering together of nil things 
both in heaven nnd earth in one in Christ tho Head, even 
in Him. "While wo behold Him engaged in this great 
work, we aro led lo yiold ourselves ns instruments to carry 
it forward, and to regard it as matter of absorbing interest 
and fervent prayer. " Revive Thy work, Lord, in tho 
midst of tho yours, in tho midst of tho years make known ; 
romembor morcy." " Let Thy work appear unto Thy sor- 
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vunts. ami Thy glory unto their children." (Hah. iii. 2 : 
Ps. xc. 16.) 

Finally — Wo should proparo for tho Jinal gathering 
to which nil mooting*) and ordinances on enrth look for- 
ward. Tho Lord chooses and separates a garden hero, tlmt 
Ho may gnthor into it tho ransomed from tho earth, 
nnd prepare thorn for the heavenly paradise, lie comes 
down to it to givo thorn glimpses of His glory, and to have 
communion with His saints, us the foretusto of tho marringc- 
siippcr of the Lamb in the Father's house in heaven. All 
tli« gathering here to Mount Ziou, nud to tho feast pro* 
[Mired for nil mil ions, hus respect to tho receiving of the 
redeemed to future bliss, and to tho full fellowship with 
God und saints uuido porfect, which forms tho substance of 
heavenly felicity. Tho priviloges of tho sanctuury on earth 
aro designed to lead uway our thoughts and nlFcctions to 
things above, and to bo to us earnests of their full and 
everlasting enjoyment. If wo huvo found Christ, as the 
Ijvlovcd of our souls), in the ordinances of His grace, nud 
shared in II is work of fowling and gathering, it is but a 
hi tie limo uud wo shull bo taken to bo with Him in glory, 
as lilies gathered — tho trophies of His love— to behold uud 
rcllcci His beauty, to be to Him un honour and praise 
throughout eternity. 



LIGHT AT EVENTIDE. 

Zkciuriaii siv. 6. 7- "Ami it tJmll come l« mi** in Hint ilny, Unit 
tin- light hIiuII not U- clear, nor tliirk : lml it riiull be one day 
wliicli Hlmll lx> known lo tlio Lord, not dny, nor nigM : l»ut it 
ulinll tv«nc lo pmw, (lint nt evening time it ulinll ho light." 

Zhciiariaii, who uttered, os the organ of the Divine 
Spirit, the remarkable predictions recorded in this chapter, 
has boon styled "The sun among tho minor prophets." 
In conjunction with Haggni, ho was commissioned, in n 
time of special trial and emergency, to encourage and 
animate tho returned Jewish captives, undor Joshua and 
Zorubbobol; to rebuild tho temple, nnd to re-establish, 
according to tho Divine pattern, tho worship of tho 
sanctuary. Tho messages which he spake, nlthough 
moant for direction and comfort, to thoso who wero 
ongaged in an arduous undertaking, had a designed 
liighcr reference to tho glory of a distant future. Tho 
immediate deliverance and enlargement pointed to tho 
bright era of tho promised Messiah, which, from the 
earliest period of revelation, had been tho joy -inspiring 
hone of tho church, nnd to tho full establishment of tho 
roign of righteousness in tho earth. Zochnriah, who 
is roforred to by our Lord Himself as a martyr-witness 
(Malt, xxiii. 35), spoko of the Saviour to como, of tho 
fulness and excellency of His salvation, of the glory of tho 
latter times, tho triumph of truth, and tho universal 
establishment of tho mediatorial kingdom in tho oarth. 

The visions nnd predictions of tho last chapters of this 
prophecy have an evident pointed refcroncc to the person 
and work of tho incarnate Rodcomor. tho state of tho 
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world, nnd tho condition nnd fortunes of tlio church 
towards the close of tho disponent ion. ITo is scon lifted 
up ns tho " Pierced One," to whom men look by faitli nnd 
ponitonco for salvation, (xii. 10.) In His atoning death, 
Ho is " tho Fountain opened " — the full, free, and 
inexhiuisliblo sourco of nil blessing. Tlio "sword" of 
Divino justice is conunnndc<l to awake nnd smite tho 
man — Jehovnli's Fellow, that God's linnd of power nnd 
favour might bo turned upon the "little ones " — tho weak 
nnd helpless of His ransomed people Then, in tho closing 
verso of tho preceding chapter, there is declared, in vivid 
nnd expressive terms, tho Divino severity, in tho rejection 
of tho Jews, nnd their fenrful punishmont by tho Roman 
invasion ; and, nt tho same timo, God's distinguishing 
goodness in saving a romnnnt even in tlio day of 
threatened vengeance. This is still God's strange work 
in times of judginont in tho earth. The lurgcr part — tho 
unbelieving nnd impenitent — are given up us victims of 
destruction. The " one -third " loft — brought through tho 
lire— is rofincd as silver, and tried as gold is tried ; they 
become ciniuonlly prayerful; they nro owned and blessed 
ns God's peculiar treasure, nnd they enter nnow into 
solemn coven ant- engagements to bo the Lord's. "They 
shall call upon my name, and I will hear thorn : I will 
snj-, It is my people : and they shall say, Tho Ixuxl is my 
God." (xiii. 9.) 

Tho opening verses of this chapter declare God's work 
of vongoanco against a people high iu privilege, but be- 
como backsliding and rebellious. They refer, iu tho tirst 
instnnco, to tho work of tho Roman conquerors in besieging 
Jorusnlom, and in subverting tho national Jewish polity ; 
but they point forward to national calamities and to trials 
of tho church through successive ages and in times yet 
future. But ns Scripture prophecy hns " a gcrminnnt and 
springing accomplishment,"* thtso predictions declare Hint 
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Iho instruments of vengeance would themselves in turn be 
punished. Jehovah Himself would "go forth to fight 
n«*iiin«l those nations " that come against Jerusalem, "as 
when Ho fought in the day of buttle." When - tho rod ol 
Mis linger mid the stuff of His indignation" hud served lis 
purpose, in chastising » g'»'».V imtion, it would bo broken 
and destroyed. It has been remarked thut tho Uonuins 
never hud llie like success in their foreign wurs, us they 
formerly hud, from the timo thut they became the executors 
of God's wrath upon the Jovvish people Thus it is foro- 
tuld it will bo in the ems of judgment and dolivonincc for 
the church, which serve to disclose tho Divino purpose. 
In the words of u gruphie mid strongly ligurativo ropre- 
saltation. Jehovah ib said, when Ho goes forth to smite 
rebellious nations, to "stand upon Mount Olivet, which is 
beforo Jerusalem in tho oust," mid the mount " cleaves to- 
gether in tho midst," so ns to cause "u very great valley." 
A way is thus suddenly prepared for the escaped of Israel; 
and they '' lice to the valley of mountains, which shull 
reach to Azal," a scpnrnlo placo, '• like as men Hod in the 
dnyn of tho earthquake." This docs not refer to the 
Saviour's ascension to heavon from the Mount of Olives, 
nor to His personal coming and appearing in Jerusalem at 
tho commencement of the Millennium; nor aro tho parting 
of the mountain and tho (light to Azul nu oniblomatical 
representation of the missing away of tho corcmonial law. 
as such an implication is rejected by received principles of 
Scripture interpretation. Having regard to tho immediate 
context, the description niuy refer to Uio escapo from 
Jerusalem, which the Christians, forewarned by our Lord, 
in ado shortly before tho commencement of tho Roman 
siege. A way was opened suddenly for Iheir departure ; 
and this is tiguru lively depicted as tho cleaving nsundor of 
tho mountain, nud the opening up of a " vory great valloy.'" 
Beholding the threatened vengeance approuching, thoy lied 
in hnste. Mount Olivet luy on their way of rotreat, and 
they continued their llight till they reached Telia, beyond 
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Tonlan — a sopnrato nnd secure plnco, remote from the 
sceno of destruction. The dolivoranco thus wrought for 
the primitivo Christ inns was an inBtanco nnd omblom of 
future Divine interpositions in bolinlf of the c)iuk-Ii in sub- 
sequent times, until the period of her future glorious 
enlargement nnd ul limn to victory. In reference to this, 
it is declared, "The Lord my God shall conic, nnd all tho 
holy ones with Thee." It is His coming in majesty nnd 
power for tho church's completed salvation, nccompnnicd 
by hosts of holy nngcls nnd multitudes of rnnsoincd oaiuts. 
In tho destruction of enemies, nnd the establishment of TIis 
church nnd kingdom, His saints nnd holy nngcls joyfully 
concur, nnd givo utlernnco to thoir loudest nnd most 
omphalic praise. Then, ns exhibiting tho chnvneter of tho 
mixed dispensntion of light nnd shndc — seasons of depres- 
sion nnd sorrow, nnd of enlargement nnd joy — l>oth to tho 
church nnd to individual believers*, thnt precede tho 
glorious nppenrnnce of the Saviour nnd the universal 
establishment of His kingdom, it is declared, "It *hall 
come to pa** in that dag, that the light that! not be clear, nor 
dark : but it shall be one dag which shall be known to the Lord, 
not day, nor night" And then, declaring by way of con- 
trast, tho passing nwny of clouds nnd darkness, tho fulness 
of knowledge, nnd tho perfection of holiness nnd joy which 
succeed, it is predicted — " If shall come to pans that at evening 
time it shall be light." 

Imploring tho guidance of tho Spirit of light and truth, 
wo shnll consider — 

I. Tins day and its mixed ciiaiiactkr. 

Our venerable translators show, by the various mar- 
ginnl readings nnd tho supplements, thnt thore is felt 
difficulty nnd obscurity in rendering (ho originnl word*. 
Tho epithet clear is plural, nnd means precious, nnd dart 
donotes whnt is condensed, ns thiel- mist, undor which day is 
hardly distinguishable from night. The declaration may 



-138 



LI011T AT EVBXTIDK. 



bo literally given, "There dull not bo Iho light of the 
precious orbs, but condensed darkness." But connecting 
Iho word* with what immediately follow-" one day, 
"not day nor night," and with iho full "light" at the 
closo-our version give* substantially tho moaning of the 
prophetic description. During tho wholo period, till the 
time of the end, Ihoro skull not bo altogether light, nor 
nltogothcr darkness, but un intormediuto condition, iu 
which knowledge is imperfect, distresses and deliverance* 
alternate, and sorrows uro minglod with joys. Tho full 
light of knowledge and purity and happiness is rosorvod 
fur tho ovoniug timo, when tho shadows disapponr, and the 
dark uight is succeeded by tho brightness of porfoct and 
olcrnnl day. 

1. Light and darkness nra lion usod figuratively, uiid 
their intermixture is chttracUriatic of the new disyeiwttion. 
Tho represent n lion may refer to its wholo history, or to 
some particular periods. Light is the chosen emblem of 
knowleilge and truth, of purity, comfort, and happiness; 
darkness, which is the absence of light, is expressive of 
ignornnco and superstition, of idolatry, ruin, and public 
calamities. Hence it indicutcs, on the ono hand, a con- 
dition disconsolate und miserable; yet, on tho other, one 
onligh toned by truth nnd joyful. Such is, to soino oxtont. 
tho character of tho wholo Gospel economy. At its intro- 
duction, tho dark night parted, and " tho day -spring *' 
from on high begun to dawn. Tho Sun of righteousness 
arose with salvation under his wings; tho douse night of 
orror and idolatry, with tho obscurity of type and shadow, 
passed away, not again to rotum. Yot Iho dispensation 
was not throughout clour bright day. Tho-light of Divine 
(ruth shono upon tho world, scattering tho mists of ignor- 
nnco nnd error, and imparting tho knowledge of salvation ; 
but thoro woro clouds romuiuing that intercepted its beams 
and obscured its radiance. It was not wholly dark, as if 
tho sun had sot or become eclipsed. During tho Gospel 
day thoro has boon commingled light and darknass. 
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Poriods of bright radiance aud provailing kuowlcdgo aud 
joy bnvo boon succeeded by olhors of decay aud obscurity. 
Thue it lias boon in tlio jwet, and thus may it bo expected 
yot to bo, until at ovoning tiuto tbo clouds that inur the 
viow and enshroud tho miud shall bo chased awuy, and 
tlio dispensation sluill closo in mellow splendour. 

2. This, again, is an exhibition of the state of the 
Christian church under the new economy. This is compurn- 
tivoly an ora of light to tho church. During the dispunsa- 
tion of typos and logal ordinuuecs, tho church watt undor 
I] 10 unwn and dim starlight. Tho types uf tho luw wore 
a " voilod Gospel," and prophets und saints of old saw 
" through a glass darkly " tho glory to bo rovuulcd. Thoy 
had tho "shudow of good things to coino," but "the 
subsunico was Christ." Jos us, the Saviour promised, was, 
in His incarnation, " tlio bright and morning star." Ho 
was revealed as " tho Sun of righteousness," " tlio light 
of tho world," tho "truo und only light" that "lightonoth 
ovory man that comoth into tho world." In Uis media- 
torial undertaking completed, tlio Gospel of peaco pro- 
claimed, aud His Spirit poured out, He lias boon 
manifested '* a light to lighton tho Gentiles, und the 
salvation of His pooplo Israel." Respecting tho jyerson 
and work of Christ, and tho church which He founded, it 
could bo declared in tho f idlest sonso, "The darkness U pa*(, 
and the true light now thineth." But soon the light which 
shono out so clearly iu tho opening of tho dispensation 
was obscured. Tho last of tho Apostles had scarcoly been 
called away from tho scono of oarthly labours, till error 
uud heresy begun to spread throughout Uio church. The 
light of rovoalod (ruth was intermingled with futicies of 
mon, and the speculations of a vuin philosophy, and the 
purity of Divino ordinances was corrupted by human 
in volitions. Tho writings of tho early Christ inn fathors, 
Abounding in puerilo logonds and vnin concoits, hoar 
mark o<l ovidonce to tlio perfection of Divino revolution, 
when compared with tho dictates of more humon intollect ; 
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and to how «oon and how greatly Iho doctrines and 
practical prompt, of tho Gospel bocn.no obscured and 
perverted, when tlio commandments of won nro brought 
i„ to supersede the authentic teachings of tho Spirit. 
Throughout lengthened period* in tho history or tho 
primitive Christum church, light in scon struggling with 
darkness. At times tlicro woro brief and bright cms of 
tho radiance of truth brenking forth, nnd the church 
appears " fuir ns tho moon, clear as Iho nun. and torriMo 
as un army with banners;" and, again, thcro was lengthened 
obscurity." as if the light of truth and holiness lmd become 
extinct, and tho dork night of error nnd superstition was 
ubont to close in upon Iho church. Tho " ob*cure age," as 
it is termed, of tho ninth and tenth centuries, wiik succeeded 
by the denser darkness of incdiiuvul times, when Gospel 
truth was hidden by tho vnin janglings of tho schoolmen, 
and the subtle relinings of tho scholastic philosophy. Tho 
nation* of Christendom woro involved in igiiornnco and 
crimo; and tho church itself, fallen and corrupt, was 
unablo to accomplish its hen von ly mission to on lighten 
them that sat in the region of tho shadow of death. 
Though God loft not Himself without n witness, and thoro 
woro some lights — raro mid scattered — seen nt intervals 
shining amid tho gonoral corruption, and guiding nion 
into tho way of pence, vol error, superstition, and idolatry 
woro widely extended, nnd tho gloom became thickor and 
nioro oppressive. Tho " %'cil of tho covering was spread 
over all nations," nnd a funeral pall rested on the fortunes 
of tho church. Tho bright light that burst forth at tho 
era of tho Itcformulion, and rapidly spread ovor many 
Innde, became speedily weakened. An tf- christian orror 
and superstition resumed their sway ovor coun trios that 
had welcomed cvnngolical truth; and other European 
states that refused tho Reformation, in tho rightooue 
judgment of heaven, wore given ovor to blindness of mind 
and strong delusion, that lmvo weighed thorn down and 
oppressed theru t) trough out many generations. In some 
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Protestant lands tlio light of tlio Gospel has gono out; 
whilo, in I ho larger number, (ho church, corrupted by 
nllianco with worldly slatos, or rendered inefficient by 
adopting worldly principles of policy-, and ncting in a 
worldly spirit, has exhibited but n feeble and fickle light, 
mid has wholly fniled in its mission to purify mid bless tho 
nation*. In oven tho bent cnees of a Scriptural profession, 
mid of tho puro dispensation of ordinances, tho lives of 
tlio mombors of the church so litllo adorn (ho doctrine of 
God tho Saviour, that few are led, by seeing their good 
works, to glorify tho Fnthcr in heaven. There is still the 
light of Divine truth which the church holds forth, and 
thoro are Christians who shine as lights in the world ; but 
tho light in neither caso is so spreading ns to ponotrnte tho 
surrounding gloom, mid to illumine multitudes immersed 
in ignorance mid sin. Thus will it be, nioro or loss, till 
towards tho clone of (ho dispensation, whon the true light 
will l>e univorsnlly diffused, mid will shine forth with 
convincing power; and when Christ inns themselves, 
illumined as " tho light of (ho world," will " nriso and 
shine, because their light has come, and tho glory of tho 
Lord hns nrisen upon tboni." 

3. It represents tho state of the testimony of Christ in the 
hand* of Jfi* xtreant*. A testimony in behulf of precious 
truths that are opposed mid denied is of great value; and 
thoso hnvo over bcon the most honoured servants of Christ 
who liovo clearly understood and faithfully maintained it. 
[t is like an " illnininnled standard " borne by an cm- 
l ml tied host^n " banner " entrusted to the soldiers of tho 
cross to display becnuso of truth. Tho two npocnlyptic 
witnesses arc tho " two sons of oil," mid tho " two torch- 
bcn^o^s, ,, " that stand before the God of tho enrlh." (lt*-v. 
si. 3.) Thoy hold forth the lamp of the Gospel in tho 
night of error mid superstition, to deliver men from tho 
thrnldom of ignornuco and sin, and to mnke known to 
them (ho way of lifo mid salvation. During tho wholo 
period of their testimony-bearing— tho I2G0 prophetic 
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d..y«-»ll.o time, times, and a l„.ir»— Ihey diffuw the 
pure light or tho word i and, connected with their Inborn*, 
there arc soon rays from heaven commingled with the 
surrounding darkness, revealing its disastrous nature, and 
delivering men from its enslaving power. Tho testimony 
of tho early Christian witnesses in bohnlf of fundamental 
truths, after tho Pentecostal effusion of tho Spirit, was 
soon obscured; and, as error and corruption spread, but 
few woro found to contend fuith fully for tho faith that was 
onto delivered to the sninta. Tho testimony bomo iu the 
fourth and fifth conturics in behalf of tho Diviuo per- 
sonnlity of the Saviour, proclaimed TTim to bo "Light of 
lights," and " very God of vory God." For a brief poriod 
this was conspicuously displayed, nnd appeared to bo 
gen orally embraced and to triumph. Again it was im- 
pugned nnd denied, nnd thoso who muintained it were 
exposed to persecution nnd death. Tho exclamation, 
" The whole world against Athunusius," showed how ex- 
tensivo was tho apostasy from truth, and how much a 
faithful testimony was contemned and despised. The 
Pnulikinns in the East, and tho Waldonscs iu tho West, 
true to their ancient motto—" Liu in iembru" hold aloft 
the torch of truth, nnd carried it for ages through many 
lands. Their devoted lives illustrated the power and 
purifying inllucnco of tho truth, ns their liiurlyr-doathe 
continued tho testimony which they held, nnd cominendod 
it to others. Tho re formers of tho sixteenth century dis- 
plnycd a Scriptural testimony ugniiibt numorous nuti- 
chrislinn errors, and in behalf of the waj' of tho sinnor's 
pardon and acceptance. At a later period, the witnesses 
for tho Covenanted Reformation iu Britniu exhibited the 
fullest testimony in favour of tho royal Headship of Christ, 
the supremo authority of tho word, tho spiritual indepen- 
dence of tho church, nnd humuu rights, that tho world has 
over seen. Soon after tho bright era of tho Reformation 
and tho Covenanting times, tho testimony borne to those 
grand principles beenmo less pointed und definite. And 
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ainoG tlio Revolution dowu to tlio presont times, Ihoro is 
but partial light throughout tlio British churches on sonic 
of the groat articles of a Scriptural testimony. The glory 
of "Christ's crown and covonant " is not soon by ministers 
and people. Tlio rights of Messiah, tho Prince, nro lust 
eight of in the fond ndmiratiou of worldly powor. Tho 
sovereign chains of tho Divino word, us tlio stututo-book 
of heaven, nro sot asido by human legislation ; and the 
Scriptural indopondonce of tho church, and tho rights of 
man, aro sacrificed to tho maxims of carnal expediency. 
Somo hnvo eyes that uro dim and can not soo a fur off; and 
tho glaro of presont interests and worldly things obscure 
and shut out tho splendour of tho crown and sceptre of 
Christ — tho Prince of the kings of tho earth — and tho future 
glory of His kingdom of powor. We bohold not now om- 
signs, and thero is not among us a prophot who *' knows 
tho time how long." It is " the timo of Jacob's trouble, 
but ho shall bo dolivored out of it." Thero is reason to 
fear that this durkness will for a season increase Prior 
to the time of tho lust conflict botwoeu truth ami urror. 
and tho slaying of the tcitnesses, tho voico of a faithful testi- 
mony will becomo less distinct throughout Christendom. 
Yot will thero always be a few found ready to testify for 
precious truth, and to suffer for its vindication. In the 
future, as in tho past, it will bo neither wholly dark, nor 
bright ; hut at the close tho darkness shall evanish, mid 
tho cause of truth and righteousness, for which martyrs 
contended unto blood, will uuivorsully triumph. 

•I. Tho spiritual condition ofbelierers in tho world is thus 
aptly exhibited. It is not clear nor dark, but it is one day 
with tho Lord. Through converting grace, sinners are 
rescued from tho power of darkness, and brought into God's 
" murvollous light." By the internal illumination of the 
Spirit, they becomo " children of the light and of tho day," 
and uro no longer of tho night and of durkness. Yet 
the saving knowledge imparted to them is but partial and 
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imperfect. At first, the light giro. i. but the dimness of 
Iho dawn. Then is given thorn '• tho Morning star, to 
nssuro them that tho dork night of ignorance and «n luw 
parted, not ngnin to return, and as tho harbinger of the 
risen day ; but they aro yet for from meridian brightness. 
Their objects light, though true, is in a gront measuro 
faint They havo T>ut imperfect viows of tho mysteries ot 
salvation. They " see through a glass darkly." Of tho 
person of the Saviour— tho grand central light— thoy see 
but His " back parts." Their " Beloved slandotli behind 
pur wall, looking forth at tho windows, showing Him- 
self," in speedily passing glimpses, "through tho lat- 
tices." (Song ii. 9.) The subject ite light, too, of be- 
lievers, whilo here, is of ton obscure. Clouds and darkness 
surround tho throno. The Lord hides His countenance, 
and Tlis people aro troubled. Through manifold tempta- 
tions—from obscurity of tho evidences of sonship 
and prevailing doubts and fears — the beliovor is not 
unfrcquently a "child of light walking in darkness." 
Yet is he not wholly forsaken. Tho rainbow of pro- 
mise surrounding tho throne spans tho darkest cloud. 
The light of tho Word never goes fully out, and the 
illumination of tho Spirit is not altogether withdrawn. 
The night is spending, and is " far spent."- To them that 
wait for God, and watch ns for the light of the morning, 
the day of gladness approaches. The shadows fleo away 
apace. " Now is your salvation nearer than whon you 
believed." Tho star of hope often shines brightest in tho 
most opaque firmament,' and when tho earth below is 
wrapt in the thickest gloom. Liko the good John Brown 
of Haddington, the discouraged believer can say, "In my 
greatest downcast ings, I was uphold by the assurance that 
1 I shall yet praise Him, who is tho hcnlth of my counten- 
ance and my God.' " 

Lastly — The Mediator's proridence toward* Jit's church 
and people is of this mixed character — tho interchange of 
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light und darkuoss. It is inLrienlo and inscrutable— u 
" whool within n wheel," revolving around the church 
pf tho redooincd, um llio conlro of nil the movement. Yof 
tlio whools nro full of eyes, directed by tho liighu.it iutclli- 
gonco ; and " Ono liko tlio Sou of Man sits on tho throno " 
abovo tho wheols, controlling tho wholo dispensation by 
sovoroign authority and resistless )>owor. Tho sovon* 
Hoaled book is in tho hands of tho Lamb slain, und the 
Lion of Judnh's tribo. Tho seals in succession lie 
discloses, and sheds the light of II is glory on every dark 
]>ngo. Tho aots of providential rulo are to the saints a I 
times obseuro and perplexed ; yot uro they not wholly 
dark. Liko tho guidutico of tho pillar of cloud and I in- 
to Israel as thoy left ligypt and inarched through the 
dosort, they presont a dark and bright side. They arc 
u guiding and protecting light for tho night, mid it 
refreshing shndo in the dny. God is tho 1/ord, who shows 
His people light, so that thoy can say in the con lid en eo of 
faith and anticipation of hope. " Tho lx>rd is my light mid 
salvation; who shall mako mo dismuyed?" "When 1 
walk in darkness, the Lord will be u light unto mo.'" 
(Ps. xxvii. I ; Micah vii. 7.) Tliougli God's way is in the 
deep, and nono hath suHtciont kaowlodgo thereof, yet Hit* 
mothod of concealment is designed for the brighter di spiny 
of His own glory, and for His people's ultimate bciiolii 
and blessing. His Bpociul providence towards them is the 
dispensation of a covenant of sovereign love. It is all- 
tcise and gracious, and most comlarrndiuy. The issues arc 
ever most beneficent and blessed. Tho redeemed ure 
conducted all ulong in " u way* thiil is right," to bring 
them to "a city of habitation." "All thing>." even 
now, "are working together for thoir good." The 
assurance is nil-sustaining — "What ye know not now. 
ye shall know hercufter." " Vorily thou an a God 
(hat hidest thyself, God of Israel, the Saviour."' (Iwi. 
xlv. lU.'i 
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II. TlIK COMF011T AND W.KSSIXO. 

Under this mixed dispensation, nnd nmid tho trials 
that assail the children of God from imporfect discoveries, 
mid in seasons of affliction and sorrow, thoro is abundant 
provision mndo for relieving their distress, and for impart- 
ing to thorn strong consolation. This is conciuoly nnd 
emphatically declared in tho pregnnnt expression, " Bui 
it shall be one day which shall be known to the Lord." Tho 
statement is reploto with support to iho beliovor undor 
(rouble, nnd of comfort nnd hopo to tho churcli in seasons 
of depression uud suffering. It implies — 

I. That tho time of imperfect light nnd of trinl is a 
defma! ami brief period. Seasons of depression nnd trouble, 
however lengthened they appear to some, nro short and 
evanescent when viowed cither in relation (o God's pur- 
pose, or to the period of enlargement nnd blessing by which 
they nro to be succeeded. According to tho Divine reckon- 
ing, a thousand years arc ns one day, uud ono day as a 
thousand years. To relievo tho distress of Iho faithful, 
nnd to lift their minds above the gloom that broods over 
the fortunes of the church in iho prospect of lengthened 
a mictions to come, the shorter measures of time are em- 
ployed in Script nro to mark Iho period of darkness and 
sorrow. Tho whole time of Antichrist's reign, when tho 
(wo witnesses testify in sackcloth, is 1260 d«yx; tho many 
venrs of trouble thus in tho Divine calendar littlo exceed- 
ing a single day, while tho whole dispensation is only 
comparable to two or thrco days. The prophetic times, 
marking tho power of tho church's enemies — tho seasons 
of Divine displeasure and rcbuko, and of consequent suf- 
fering— nro represouted ns brief nnd speedily passing, whilo 
tho appointed time of favour is long and over-enduring. 
The former nro numbered by- days, or by forty- two 
months, or for 4t a liiuo, times, and a half." "For a email 
moment I have forsaken thee ; but with groat mercies will 
[ gather thee. In a little wrath I hid my fnee for a 
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moment ; but with everlasting kindness will I liovo mercy 
on thee, soith tho Lord, thy Rodoomor." (Isa. liv. 7, 8.)* 
The Divine wrath, displayed in spiritual withdrawals and 
chastisements, lasts hut a moment, nnd weeping is but 
for n night; in tho morning joy arises, to last throughout 
n day of brightness nnd privilege. Tho comfort ox- 
pressed by Athaaasitu, an honoured confessor, when bearing 
with the church itlllielion, nnd exposed lo persecution, ho 
said — " These little cloud* irilt soon pas* orrr," is for tho 
church nnd for suffering saints still. The time of trial is 
limited and distinctly murked in tho Divine decree. Tho 
cousolation spoken to tho disciples, when sorrow hnd filled 
their hearts because of tho Saviour's departure, is tho same 
that is still spoken to believers to comfort them in sorrow, 
and cheer them with tho hope of future glory. " A little 
while, nnd ye shnll not sec Ho : and ngnin, a little while, 
and yo si mil nee Me, becuuso I go to tho Fnlher." " Yo 
shnll weep nnd lament: but I shall see you ngnin, nnd 
your heart shall rejoice, nnd your joy no man tnkelli from 
you." (John xvi. 1G, 22.) When nfllicltons shnll have 
served their predestined purpose, tho dnrkuess will bo 
completely dispelled, the shadows shall evanish, the 
bright day- break will come, and "sorrow and sighing 
shnll lice away." 

2. It proclaims the hannony of emit* in the Diritit 
gottrnment. The intermingling of light and shade in 
natural objects serves for beauty and pleasure. In a 
finished picture, tho dark shade is 11 foil to give fuller ex- 
pression to fair fen lures nnd n lovely Hccnery. Clouds in 
the ntmosphero show more vividly the nzuro clearness of 
tho firmament; nnd tho twilight is tho sweet contrast to tho 
splendour of the day, as it mitigates the gloom of night. 

• The origiunl lenn, ivinli-ml "» miihII 11101110111," i* ungulurly 
.ipiwwivc of eliorliiww of lime, com*|miidiug to the word in (lie 
fformiin vcwion, mwhUMv, the rapid winking of the eye when 
,xpo««d suddenly lo n bright mid dauling object. 
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Tho kiuiio analogy uppuro in ull the dispensations, whether 
of grace or provident*, towards tho church of tho rudoumod. 
Tho wheels thut indicnto the movoinonls of providence, 
though inlriiuto and lifted up to heaven, are addressed a* 
one—" Whool ! " It is oho lixod, unchangeable purpose 
carried out lo olfoct ono gracious design. Ah the diiy has 
n twofold twilight, one bringing in tho light, uud the 
other introducing the darkness of night; and tho period of 
day is diversified with cloud and sunshine, and tho iutor- 
ch uiigo of day and night serves llio must honuiieoul 
purpose, so is the beliovor's and tho church's tiiuo ou 
earth. Seasons of iillliction tend lo test principle, purify 
the heart and life, mid lit for onlurged usefulness and 
blessing. Tho church, rescued from orror, uud rcJinod in 
the furnace of triul, is prepured lo " olFer an offering 
to tho I^ord in rightoousness." Dark providences ure 
succeeded by seasons of brightness uud triumph. Zion 
puis on her "beautiful garments/' uud appears " tho joy 
of the cnrlh." Believers nro brouglit to know that tho 
shurpost trials and most sevcro and lengthened afflictions 
were necessary for them, to draw forth and strengthen 
their graces, wean them from tho world, and train thorn to 
more devoted labour, mid make them meet for tho inheri- 
tance of the saints in light. "When thoy huvo passed 
through dark scenes of trouble, tho character si linos forth 
in ronowed lustre; and thoir joys, from con trust with 
formor sorrows, uro enhanced uud full. Thoy uro made 
glad, according lo the duys wheroiu they worn afflicted, 
and tho years wherein they had seen evil. 

This one day tcith the Lord shall not bo interrupted or 
nuceeedtd by nighl. The light of completed revolution can 
nover become extinct; the lamp of tho Gospol, though cur- 
ried from laud to land, nud obscured at times in some places, 
shall continue lo shine till il irradiates the world. There 
shall bo no now dispensation, and another Gospel for the 
world's conversion shall novor bo proclaimed. When the 
great world-powers in succession shall have boon subverted, 
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there shall bo sot up no fifth oartldy monarchy ; but (ho 
kingdom of Christ will bo "an ovorlosling dominion, which 
shall not pass away, and His kingdom thai which shnll 
not bo destroyed." (Dan. vii. H.) It may bo Dint nation* 
civilized shall decline, and, through cruol wars, bnrburous 
customs, and debasing vices, bocoino sunk and dograded. 
It is possiblo Uiat (hrough tlio provnlonco of falso scionco 
and philosophy, nnd through lovo of sensuous ritos, mon in 
largo numbers mny return to a pagan religion, and niny 
adopt an anli-cliristinn ritual. Yot nro wo forbiddon to 
speak dcspondingly of tho progress of Christi unity. Ours 
is a peculiar epoch. Tho day is ouo with tho Lord, never 
to bo totally eclipsed, destined to continuo (o the ond, mid 
to shino more nnd more to finul perfect ion. 

•I. Tho whole ordoring of tho limes U in *ortrrign 
tciidom and lore. Tho ono day is " known to the Lord." 
Tho foundation of tho building of mercy, which " stands 
sure," has this seal — " The Lord knoweth tlicin that nro 
His." (2 Tim. ii. 19.) Ho is intimatoly acquainted with 
all their conditions, nllliclions, nud trials, as Ho unceas- 
ingly caros for thorn. " Tho Ix»rd knoweth the ways of 
the upright, nnd their inheritanco sliull bu for ever." 
(Ps. xxx vii. 18.) Ho knows perfectly His own pur]x>HCS 
towards thorn. " I know tho thoughts that I think toward 
you, thoughts of penco, nud not of ovil, to give au expected 
end." (Jor. xxix. II.) Tho appointed limes of restitution 
and oulnrgoincnt nro not for us fully to know, but Juhovah 
lias (hem in His own power. Thoy nro now hidden, as to 
tho dntc of their occurrence and tlio circumstances of their 
issues. Discovorics and dolivoraucos, ougorly desired, aro 
deforrcd. Evoula (hat uro joy-inspiring will not be in our 
clay, but nro reserved for futuro goncnitions. Enough for 
us that ull is arranged in sovereign wisdom and iiiiiuite 
lovo; and we nro assured that tho vision is for a tiuio 
appointed, and that to them who wait for its disclosure, •' it 
will speak nnd not lie; it will come, nnd not tarry." His 
" coiiiimcI will stand, and Ho will do all His pleasure." 
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\s tho believer rejoicofl (lint his times aro wholly in God's 
hands, Ho moy exclaim in wnipt praise mid adoration, 
" Lord, thou art my God; I will oxnlt Thee, I will pnuw 
Thy immo; for Thou hast dono wonderful things; Thy 
counsels of old nro fnilhf illness nnd truth." (Isu. xxv. I.) 
5. Jehovah watches over this day with meaning Mrnst. 
Not n momont of our existence fulls out of His reckoning. 
No ovont, however iniimtc or nppuronUy trivial, iB beneath 
His notice, or independent of His control. " Not a sparrow 
falls to the ground without your Father. Tho very hairs 
of your liead arc all numbered." TTo knows (ho end from 
tho beginning. All is provided for nnd arranged in 
unerring wisdom, so as to contribute to tho accomplish- 
ment of His fixed purpose. In tho unfoldingB of His 
providential administration, Ho will, without fail, effect 
His designed end in His own time. When tho prophet, 
sooking to know more clearly tho futuro respecting the 
church and the nations, earnestly inquired, " my Lord, 
what shall bo tho end of theso things ? " the Divine answer 
pointed at once to present duty, and to the sure reward of 
faithful service. "Go thy way till tho end be; for thou 
shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at tho end of tho days." 
(Dnn. xii. 8-13.) "Whatever darkness thcro may bo to us 
concerning God's purpose and providontial movements, 
there is no confusion or uncertainty in tho moral govern- 
ment of tho universe. " The eyes of the Lord run to aud 
fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong in 
the bohnlf of thorn whoso heart is perfect toward Him." 
(2 Chron. xvi. 9.) Around His saints thoro is gracious 
watchful enro continually. They walk before Him, and 
His eyes aro ever upon them for good. Tho outgoings of 
tho morn and evening aro mado to them to rojoico. The 
Kcoporof Israel never slumbers nor sleeps; and with mora 
than common providence Ho appoints all their goings. 
Ho kcops thorn as tho npplo of His eye, and covers them 
undor tho shadow of His wings. His eyes and His heart 
aro upon Zion continually. Tho church can nover be 
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forgotton or forsaken, for lior exalted Hcnd declares, "I 
liavo ongravon thoo on tho palms of my hands, nnd thy 
walls nro continually beforo Mo." (Ian. xlix. 1C.) Thus 
great is tho comfort nnd full ie tho blessing- of tho a&sur- 
onco that tho wholo season of privilogo nnd trial to tho 
church is " ono day," which shall bo specially " known to 
tho Lord " — rovoaling His glorious design of mercy and 
lovo, nnd fraught with tho highest bWsings to tho hoirs 
of salvation. 

III. The joyful end axd issue. 

This is omphnlicnlly nnd comprohonsivoly declared, 
" And it shall come to pass, (hat tit ovening tiino it shall 
bo light." Tho season referred to is tho eloso of this 
changeful day. Of tho charnctor of a joyful promiso, it 
dccloros n condition wholly different from tho natural 
ovening twilight. Instead of receding light nnd approach- 
ing darkness, indicating tho sotting in of a night of silence 
nnd roposo, tho soono suddonly brighlons— the light spreads 
with speed on every side, (ill it prevails ovor the darkness. 
Thoro is tho clear light of mcridinn splendour, no longer 
to wono or bo eclipsed, but to shino with undiminished 
lustra throughout unnumbered ages. 

This light at oventido is seen in the church freed from 
error and corruption, nnd her light greatly increased. The 
futuro state of tho church on earth will bo tlio reverse of 
tho future of earthly kingdoms. These often rise from 
obscure beginnings, nnd ndvnnco to the meridian of power 
and prosperity; nnd thoy (hen decline till their power and 
glory pass away, nnd thoy wink into ruin. Tho chureh, on 
the contrary, is under tho low of porpatuul diffusion nnd 
increase lior brightest jwriod, Ilia season when her 
internal light is most powerful and attract ivo, nnd her out- 
ward influence and prosperity is greatest, is the IilsI. 
Then out of /ion, " tho perfection of beauty," God si mil 
shino. "Tho earth shall bo tilled with tho knowledge of 
the glory of tho l^ord, as the waters cover the sou." (IV 
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I *. Hnb. ii- M; Inn. xi. 9.) Every where men hhnll "walk 
in tlio light of Iho Lord," and "nil «hnll know Him, from 
the lenst to the greatest." 

This shall bo in tho era of tho blessed Millennium— 
speedily nppronching, for which thoro has boon extensive 
preparation, and or its coining there nro many distinct in- 
dicntions. This is ever presented to tho hopes of Iho 
church ns n period of great ly-incrcnsed spiritual Inoirledge. 
nnd to nntions ns n time of refreshing nnd of tho restitution 
of nil things. All power and authority opposed to Messiah's 
dominion shall be subverted and removed. " The king- 
doms of this world become tho kingdoms of our I-ord and 
of His Christ, nnd He shall reign for ever nnd ever." 
"The light of tho moon shall bo as the light of tho sun, 
and tho light of tho sun shall bo sevenfold, ns tho light of 
sevon days." (Isn. xxx. 2G.) Above nil former times of 
revival, tho light of scriptural knowledge nnd holiness nnd 
spiritual joy shall be wide-spread and powerful. The 
netting time is the season of rest from labour, and of peace- 
ful repose. So at the Millennium trouble shall cense, 
violence and destruction shall be no more in the church's 
borders, nnd none shall be found to hurt or annoy in God's 
holy mountain. It will bo an era of harmony, tranquillity, 
and plensurnblo rest. The darkness of nnti-chrisliiin orror 
nnd superstition, of Mnhoiiinicdnu delusion and oppression, 
nnd of pagan idolatry, shall be completely nnd for over 
expelled. The church of tho First -Born, united and tri- 
umphant, shall appear in attractive lustre: "That great 
city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from 
God, having the glory of God: her light like unto a stone 
most precious, even liko n jasper stone, clear ns crystal." 
(Rev. xxi. 10, 11.) 

Tho eventide light shall bo through the universal diffusion 
of the word and the power of the Spirit. Divine saving light 
emanates exclusively from supomntuml revelation, and 
this becomes ofloctunl for mau's conversion and spiritual 
illumination by the agency of tho Spirit. Wo cannot 
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doubt tlmt iu coming ngos there will bo a vast incroaso 
and wido diffusion or truo nnd valunblo knowledge— scien- 
tific, social, nnd political. The human mind, emancipated 
from tho numorous fettors that long bound it, will liavo its 
powers greatly expanded, and new nnd wondorful die- 
covoriOB in ovory Hold of investigation will reward earnost 
and porsovoriiig resonrches. " Many si in 11 run to nnd fro, 
and knowledge shall bo increased." But chiefly tho light 
of Divino truth, making known God nnd tho way of 
hiiinnn snlvntion, purifying men's heart nnd conscience, 
nnd showing their responsibility nnd futuro destiny, shall 
beam forth with steady nnd increasing lustro. For offoct- 
ing this blessed ond, thoro is a marked nnd wondorful 
preparation in our duy — the prelude of n glorious future. 
Tho Diblo is boing translated into every language, and 
is in rapid d illusion throughout all nations. Ere long nil 
pcoplo nnd races shall bo nble to rend in their own language 
tho wondorful works of God. Everything going on in the 
world — the discoveries of science, the results of criticism, 
nnd olhnogmphicnl researches — tend to confirm tho dictates 
of rovolntiou, nnd to shed now light upon its tostimony. 
Wo havo all reason to oxpect that the utlemuces of the 
snerod oruclos on ninny subjects will be more readily per- 
ceive*! and more fully understood than I hoy nro at presont, 
and that their authority will be moro universally nek now- 
lodged. Especially in tho last promised abundant ofTusion 
of tho Spirit, tho moral nnd spiritual light proceeding from 
tho Scriptures will bo experienced with sanctifying nnd 
transforming power. Human minds will bo onlightcncd 
nnd elevated; tho conscience, purged from dead works, will 
bear witness for God and His clnims, nnd tho lifo will ex- 
hibit tho beauty of holiness. Tho light of Divino truth 
shall irradiate tho family rol at ions; tho voice of joy and 
melody shall bo hoard in tho dwellings of tho righteous; 
civil society, purified iu its fountains, shall send forth 
ovorywhoro refreshing stromas ; and nations, illumined by 
tho won), and owning subjection to tho Mediator, shall 
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brine their glory and rid... to ffion. " I» '»'*' ^*£ 
t oro^bo upon the hells of .ho horses, hou*k» u«o the 
Lid; and tbo pots in the lord's house -fell *>"<**» 
bowls before tbo altar. Yoa, every pat in Jerusalem shall 
bo holiness unto the I/ml of hosts: in that day then 
■.hull be no more tbo Cnrnianito in the houso of tbo Iionl 
of hosts." (Zech. xiv. 20, 21.) 

■\gnin— Tlio believer's personal evidences are cleared at 
tho'evening time, and bis holiness ami comfort perfected. 
At tlio close of lifo the changes and troubles of tbo pil- 
grimage come to nn end. Tbo darkness that at tiraos 
surrounded tbo tbrono of providonco is dispelled, and tbo 
clouds of sin and loniptution tbnt onshroudod tbo mind aro 
scattered. The Lord lifts up II is countonnnco upon His 
servants, tbo Spirit imparls penco in believing, and rostoros 
tbo joys of salvation. Tbo lengthened period of warfare 
is succeeded by rest, and tlio noar prospect of finol victory. 
Tlio night of wcoping is come to nn end, and, as tlio morn- 
ing bronks, sorrow and sighing iloo away, and ovorlastinp 
joy, liko n garland of glory, shines on the bend. 

Tbo light at o von tide springs from gracious discover ten of 
the covenant and from tbo presence of Christ. Tbo " secret 
of the Lord " is revealed to tbo heart of His saints, and 
Ho " shows them His covenant." It is tbo discovery of 
tbo riches of tbo groco and lovo of the covonant. They 
rely on its righteousness for pardon and accoptanco; ita 
promises, exceeding great and precious, aro all fulfilled to 
them, and its inox bn list i bio stores furnish an amplo supply 
of all their wants. In tbo confidence of faith, and tbo full 
assurance of bopo, tbo dying believer declares, " Ho hath 
mndo with me nn everlasting covonant, ordered in all 
things and sure; and this is all my salvation and all my 
rlesiro." (2 Sam. xxiii. 5.) Tbo gracious prosoaco of the 
Captain of salvation is guarnntood for tbo closing scene. 
As tbo ark of tbo covenant going before Israel parted the 
overflowing Jordan, and opened a safo and easy entrance 
into tbo land of promiso, so tbo Saviour, who conquered 
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doatli, comos at Inst to fulfil His word — "Whon thou 
passost through tho wators, I will bo with thco." " I will 
como nnd rocoivo you to inyAolf ; that whoro I am, tlioro 
yo may bo also." (Isa. xliii. 2; John xiv. 3.) Tho coming 
glory sheds its beams ovor tho scono of dissolution, and 
olovatos I ho spirit with tho noar prospect of tho bliss of 
hoavon. As tho light of otornity hogins to irrndinlo tho 
valloy of tho shadow of doath, and tho earnests of glory 
nro givon, tho boliovor desires to dopurt and bo with 
Christ, which is for bolter. Liko tho proto- martyr Stophon, 
ho is 01 tabled to sny, in full trust and confidonco, " Lord 
Josus, rocoivo my spirit." Ko lice ting with resign ut ion and 
plonsuro upon tho past, and anticipating with delight tho 
bright future, Ho can testify, " I havo fought tho good 
fight, I havo lcopt tho faith, I havo finished my courso ; 
honccforth thoro is laid up for mo a crown of righloous- 
noss, which tho Lord, tho righteous Judgo, will givo mo 
iu Hint day : aud not to mo only, but likowisa to nil such 
as lovo His appearing." (2 Tim. iv. 7, 8.) Liko Rutherford, 
whon ho camoto thoovoningof nchoquorod life of arduous 
work nnd high privilogo and manifold trials, ho can 
oxclnim, as tho visions of bliss burst upon (ho dying 
econo — " There is glory, glory in ImmanuorH land." Or, 
as a youthful ministor, whoso sun wont down at noon, 
whon tho clouds that onvclopod tho mind in tho first 
stages of affliction bogau to part, recently said at death, 
"I am moving into light," so tho dying boliovor is filled 
and choorcd by a blessed and joy-inspiring hope. Tho 
calm and mollow splondour of tho sun sotting without 
clouds gilds tho closing earthly scono, and tho light of tho 
peaeoful ovoning of lifo ushors in tho unsponkablo glories 
of otornity. Who would not joy in tho assumnco that, 
when tho ond comos of tho day of labour and Irinl, of 
light ond shado, of commingled joy and sorrow, at tho 
ovontido, thoro shall bo porfoct, soul-satisfying, ovorlnsting 
light?" 
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In Conclusion. 

In conclusion, wo noto some phactical lkssonh, sug- 
C estcd by (ho representation and assurance contained in 
the text. Those nro diversified and nll-importnnt. A few 
only can bo selected for n brief nnd cursory notice. 

1 Wo hnvo hero n *ure i**l of Christian character. Inc 
believer's irtato hero is thnt of one who has been rescued 
from the power of darkness, nnd lm« passed out of the 
night of wrath nnd sin into the light of tho neon day. 
»Yo nro not tho children of Iho night, or of darkness; 
hut are children of Iho light, and of (ho day." Tho rays 
of Divine truth have illumined tho mind onco dark nnd 
blinded ; tho light of heavenly love has irradiated ond 
enlarged the honTt. Though tho discoveries innde to the 
soul aro yot but imperfect— like tho fcoblo morning dawn 
compared with tho full day— thoy are real nnd increasing. 
All to whom thoy are mndo see sin and God and salvation 
through tho medium of unerring truth. Tho things of 
time appear insignificant nnd vain compared with tho vast 
interests of tho soul and eternity. "Through tho tender 
mercy of our God, tho dny-spring from on high has visited 
us." The morning star of hope has arisen in our hearts, 
and henceforward our life-courso is " the path of the just, 
that shines more and moro unto the perfect day." (Pro v. 
iv. IS.) Whilo we bless God for Divine revelation, and 
rejoice in the marvellous light of tho Gospel, it behoves ue 
often to mako searching inquiry whether we hnvo been 
indeed delivered from tho ignornnco of error nnd tho dark- 
ness of sin, and have come to tho light of tho living. 
Imperfect ns yet aro our views, and partial as is our 
knowledge, we should bo ablo to declare, " Whereas I 
was onco blind, now I see." Wo should know " the one 
day" of saving discovery, of privilcgo and hopo, that is 
" known to tho Lord," and should rejoice that tho darkness 
of nature is for ever past, and that "the truo light now 
shincth." 
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2. Our grand duty is to trail- in the light, seeling con- 
tinually its increase- and diffusion. Tho possession of spiritual 
privilege furnishes nn obligation to dovoted service. 
Walking implies activity and progress, to which wo nro 
impelled by nil that lins boon conforrod upon us by the 
Gospel. Tho discoveries of Divino truth impnrted, the 
glory of tho covenant rovculcd, the saving cnligli toning 
work of tho Spirit — all call us, ns recipients, to shine as 
rollcctors of light in the world. Even when mndo son si bio 
that while wo nro not nil unbroken dnrkness, yot there is 
within much remaining ignornnco, mingled with sonic 
knowlodgo of Divino myslorios, nnd thnt suffering and 
sadness enter into our joys, our duty is to follow in the 
path whore tho light leads, and to reflect, for tho bonofit of 
others, tho light of which we liavo boon mndo partakors. 
Wo nro required, "renouncing the hiddon things of dis* 
honesty," to "commend ourselves to every man's conscience 
in tho sight of God." Gospel sincerity, the girdle of truth, 
liko the pure, penot rating sunbeam, shedding brightness 
on our own path, attracts nnd encourages others to run in 
tho way of godliness. Our Jjord's impressive command to 
all His servants is, "Yot n littlo whilo is the light with 
you. Walk whilo ye havo tho light, lest dnrkness coino 
upon you. Whilo 3*0 havo light, beliovo in the light, that 
yo rauy bo tho children of light." (John xii. 3o, :)G.) This 
is tho appointod way of reaching higher attainments, nnd 
of realising enlarged discoveries and tho joys of salvation. 
Thus tho clouds that settle down on tho mind nro often 
dispelled, nnd our ovidenccs becomo clcnror. Wo shall 
cortainly come to havo moro light, if wo walk in that 
which wo hnve, nnd improvo it by guiding into tho way of 
poaco nnd comfort thoso who nro in dnrkness. "Then 
shall wo know, if wo follow on to know tho Lord: His 
going forth is prepared as the morning." (Hosca vi. ».) 
" They that bo wise shall shino as tho brightness of tho 
firmament; and thoy that turn mnny to righteousness us 
tho etnrs for over nnd over." (Dan. xii. 2.) A life of act ivo 
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devotcdncss will generally bo found associated with .bound- 
i,^ joy ami pence in believing; and rollcctiiifi; on it at the 
closo will often shod light around at eventide. 

3 We should toko the comfort of regarding una clay, 
alike of privilege and trial, with nil its alternations, as one 
day with the Lord, ond known to Him. JIo "whoso is 
the day, and whoso also is tho night ; Ho who prepared 
the light and tho sun " {Vs. lxxiv. 16), knows His people 
with peculiar interest, and is acquainted with all their 
ways. Tlis eyes are over upon them for good, and with 
u pleasant countenance Ho boholds thorn. Tho term of 
thoir earthly existence— thoir allotted period of work and 
tr inl — i s fixed in a determined and unchangeable purpose. 
ITc knows their difficulties, discouragements, and afflic- 
tions. Ho makes full and adequate provision for all their 
needs, imparts suro and all-sufficient liolp in their conflicts 
and weakness, and over makes out for every failliful 
sen-ant tlio precious assurance, " As thy days, so shnll thy 
strength bo." (Dout. xxxii. 25.) Ho knows what mercies 
ore reserved in storo for them; and these He draws forth 
and confers in times and ways tho most suitable. The 
bolicvcr's confidence and joy are that Ho is evor tho object 
of tho loving care of His Elder Brother ; that thore is 
constantly evolving on his behalf a unique plan of infinite 
wisdom and truth, so that all needed communications for 
mind and body will bo given in tho best timo, and that all 
things aro constantly working together for his good. This 
is truo of tho whole church of God, equally as of every 
individual believer. The day of hor eventful history is 
ono known to the Lord, ordained by His wisdom and love 
for all hor work and trials, and for her final establishment 
and triumph. The sufferings and persecutions of the 
church, not less than her light and privileges, aro neces- 
sary, as a designed preparation for tho ulttmato victory of 
truth, and for tho final establishment of tho kingdom of 
Christ. When tho church arises to shine boeaueo her light 
is come, tho glory of tho Lord shall bo revealed, and all 
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flesh shall sco (ho salvation of God. Whou, nfior nges of 
conflict, of nltornnto dofoat mid victory, " tho mountain of 
tho Lord's house shall bo established on tho (op of tho 
mountains, and oxnltod nboro tho hills; all nations shall 
flow into it." (Isa. ii. 2.) Rejoicing in tho sovoroign 
dominion and gracious enro of tho church's exaltod Head, 
and tho believer's Friond, wo can gratefully praiso Tlim 
for past dclivomnco, and joyfully anlicipato still greater 
onlnrgcinont for tho future. " God is tho Lord, who hath 
showed us light; bind tho sacriflco with cords, or on unto 
tho horns of tho altar." (Ps. cxviii. 27.) " For with Thco 
is tho fountain of lifo; in thy light shall wo soo light." 
(Vs. xxxvi. 9.) 

'I. Our highest interest is to wait continually for the 
promised tight at eceiiltde. In infinito wisdom and lovo it is 
provided, and at tho limo appointed it will assuredly como. 
Tho church's oftorts will yot bo crow nod with success, and 
hor highest oxpoctnlious fulfl)lc<l. Sho shall appear " tho 
perfection of bonuty," having tho glory of God, nnd her 
light " most precious." Upon tho church, in its last singe 
ou earth, shall boam with uucloudod and rofulgcnl 
splondour tho glorious Sun of righteousness, bringing 
salvation under His wings. To tho belie vor, as ho 
approachos tho ond of tho world's pilgrimago, tho light of 
truth, of holiness, and of comfort greatly increases. Dark 
providoucos, which long puzzled and distressed him, bocoino 
cloar. Deep myslories nro solved. Tho co von ant in its 
boundloss treasures nro shown, and "tho socrot of tho 
Lord" is communicated. Tho darkness of limo things— 
tho clouds of sin, loinptntion, and trouble— ha vo piisscd 
awny, not agnin to return. Tho calm, sombro ovoning of 
tho present lifo is succcodod by tho bright dawn of endless 
day. It is tho glorious splondour of tho hoavonly stale — 
tho meridian brightness of perfect, intuitivo, boatinc 
kuowlodgo, of comploto holiness, nnd of triumphant, ovor- 
lasliug joy and folicity. To God most Hiau, tiik Fatiikii 
ov Lights, df. all tiik oloiiy. 



THE GIFT OF CHRIST IN REDEMPTION 
—ITS DESIGN AND EFFECTS. 

Titvh ii. H— " Who gav«? Hiimk-lf for iw, that Hu might redeem tm 
from nil iniquity, nud purify unto Hinwolf ft peculiar people, 
jumIuiis uf good woFkit." 

l.v the writing* of tho Apostlo of tho Gentilos there 18 no 
moro beautiful nud comprohousivo passngo than that con- 
tained in tho few versos of Hue chapter from which ie 
selected this text. In verso olovonth tho Spirit speaks of 
tho "graco of God" — Ilia sovoroign, gratuitous favour 
and mercy. God, tho eternal Fountain from which it 
flows to tho children of men, is tho God of lovo, tho Father 
of mercies, tho God of peaeo and salvation. This grace ie 
eternal, rich, froo, nll-poworful, and invariable in its act- 
ings, reigning as n mighty sovoroign to subduo all that ie 
opposed to it, nnd to nccoinplisli offoctually its beneficent 
purposes. This graco has "nppoared, bringing salvation 
to all mon."* Thoro is unrestricted oxhibition. It has 
beon publicly mnnifostod to tho world, in tho unspeakable 
gift of tho tSnviour, and in tho full off or of life and salva- 
tion through Him. Its first saving manifestation is to 
givo spiritual light, and to impart tho knowledgo of salva- 
tion to perishing mon. Tho graco of God is an effective 
teacher. Uy tho word and disciplinary chastisement it in- 



■ Thin rendering in to be preferred to that of tho Ruthoruod 
version. So it is given by Bcza— " Illmit enim grmtia ilk. Dei 
Kuhiliforn qiiihuitvin hominibus; " and likowine by Calvin— " Sftlu- 
tiiriH otniiibiw"-."that bringeth salvation to all men." Tho idoa 
Htonw to be, not tltat thl* graco ban appeared to all mon, but that 
Mich a grace ban beon manifested as is sufficient for tho miration of 
the wholo world. 



TIIB OUT OP CHRIST IK HKDKUITIOX. <IG| 

structe as to (1) what is to bo foraakon and complctoly 
mortifiod, and (2) to what ia to bo positivoly and perpetually 
practised. "Wo nro taught by Dirino grnco, ia such a way 
na no othor toachor can instruct, to " dony all ungodliness 
and worldly luals " — thoso strong desires whicli tlio inou 
of tlio world chorish in rolntion to visible, matorial objocls 
— tho lusts of tlio mind, and of (ho flesh, mid "tho prido 
of life." Gmco, whilo it can novor load any ono into theso, 
docs rnoro than tench nicroly to abstain from Ihom. It, 
besides, effectually teaches lo " live tober/y, righteously, and 
godly in this prcsont world." In rolntion to our own 
charactor and duties, wo nro taught to cultivnto ulwavs 
solf-rcslrnint and habitual soundness and sobriety of mind. 
It ovor obliges, moreover, lo livo " righteously," in recog- 
nising fully tho rights of follow-mon, and in discharging 
towards thorn all rolnlivo duties. And, fmnlly, wo nro 
constrained by tho grnco of God to livo " godly." Wo ure 
taught to livo teith Go<l, in God, rind for Goil — to inukc 
His glory tho chief end of our boiug connected witli the 
enjoyment of Hi in hero and heron f tor, ns tho support mid 
Holnco and joy of our lives. This wo nro instructed by 
God's gmco to do in this "present world" of evil uml 
npostney, whero tho opposition is so great mid tho work is 
so difficult. Amidst its temptations and trials and con. 
llicts, like our Master, wo nro to bo not conformed to the 
world whilo in it — lo roinnin uiidelilcd amidst its mnnifuld 
pollutions, and unnppalled by its enmities, resisting its 
allurements, and mortifying its spirit— by fnith to over- 
como it completely. 

Then this gmco is distinguished by the certain liopo 
and joyful expectation of futuro bliss. As we live in tlio 
world soberly, righteously, and godly, wo look, with con- 
stant, lively expectation, " for that blessed hope, and the 
glorious appearing of tho great God and our Saviour." 
This, the gront object of hope, is termed "*/«*«/," as it 
confers happiness uml makes blessed for over. This 
felicity is onlv realised fully nt the glorious limnifcstntion 
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of tho august Person on whom it rosta-of '■ tho gront God, 
ovon our Saviour." Thoro is a twofold poreonnl epiphany 
of tho Saviour, to which the hopo of His saints is directed, 
tho ono of grace, nnd (ho other of glory. AY hilc, by faith, 
„s (aught by grace, wo soo Him spiritually here, and 
heboid his back parte, tho brightness of a full-fnco 
manifestation is reserved for Ilia second coming. Our 
great duty and highest interest consist in kooping this 
Morion* appearance over in view, and in earnestly desiring 
and preparing for it. This is frequently enjoined by tho 
authority of tho Saviour; nnd in tho most vivid nnd 
<>xprcssivo terms it is ropresontcd ns characteristic of 
His accepted servants, who arc destined to glory, honour, 
and immortality nt His future glorious manifestation. 
Thoy " look for and hnston to tho day of tho Lord." They 
"lovo His appearing." (2 Tim. iv. 8.) Thoy "wait for 
His Son from heaven, ovon Jesus, who delivers us from 
tho vmth to como." (I Thoss. i. 10.) Their mo9t exalted 
privilego lies hero; this is thoir highest comfort nnd joy. 
Their Saviour, tho great God, will gloriously manifest 
Himself nt His second coining for thoir benefit, to com - 
ploto thoir salvation, and to recoivo thorn to Himsolf, to 
be with Him whero Ho is in heaven. To enhance exceed- 
ingly the glory of this wondrous appearance, and to show 
the paramount claims of tho Saviour to tho lovo and 
devoted service of His people, there arc presented in tho 
text the great end of His death t nnd its certain and bUued 
effect* upon nil who nro personalty interested in it. It 
behoves us, in attending to tho discussion of this thomo, 
seriously to consider our own individual concern in tho 
mat (or, and earnestly to scok that the Holy Spirit would 
perform in us His covenanted work, that Ho would como 
and glorify Christ, nnd tnko (ho tilings which nro His, and 
show them unto us. AVo purpose to consider briefly — 

I. The greatness and excellency of this gift 

II. Its immediate design nnd effect. 
IH. Tho character that is tho result. 
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I. TlIE ORKATXBS3 AAT> EXCELLENCY OF T1II8 OIFT. 

1. In considering this precious gift, wo aro called to 
note, chiefly, tho exalted Person. The opening word of the 
text, " Who," occupies n plnco of special emphasis, mid is 
immediately connected with tho closing words of tho 
preceding verso, " the great GW, teen our Saviour." The 
control object of regard and admiration is a Divine Saviour, 
nnd it is tho fuel that such a ono was given for our salva- 
tion (hut vendors litis gift so trail scondciitly oxccllont. 
Everywhere throughout tho apostolic writings tho death 
of Christ is held forth in this commanding aspect. " God 
spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us nil." 
" Christ loved tho church, nnd gave Himself for it." 
" Heroin is love, not that wo loved God, but that Ho loved 
us, nnd sent His Son to be tho propitiation for our sins." 
(Horn. xii. 32; Eph. v. 25; 1 John iv. 10.) In God giving 
His proper Son* — His only-bugotton Son — its n substitute 
for the guilty and a ransom for tho lost, we behold the 
majesty and grace of the Divine sacrifice. It was n gift 
every wny worthy of thol-'atlier — tho Head in tho covenant 
of redemption. Thus was thcro found an amplo vindica- 
tion of His violated law — a full and sufficient ntoncmont 
for tho sins of the redeemed. The dignity of the Saviour's 
person throws n blaze of light upon tho nnturo of sin, 
displays the fulness of Divine mercy to tho sinner, nnd 
sheds lustre on tho whole character of tho moral adminis- 
tration of God. The two natures in the ono Person, who 
is this " unsnenkablo gift," exhibit its oxcellonco above nil 
other objects in the universe, and were indispensably 
necessary for completing tho propitiation. Ho become 
man thut Ho might bo in a condition to obey nnd sulfur. 
He was "God manifest in tho llesh," that He might 
hustniu the manhood from sinking under unparalleled 
sufferings, nnd give infinite worth and efficacy to His 
Surety undortiiking. 

• So tin? orib'ionl wonts, for " Hi* own Son," are WM remK-ivO. 



461 TIIK «IFT OK CIIHIST IN HEDEiIITIOS : 

2. The Saviour guvu His wiiolk self, the greateU and 
bnt 9 ifl for our redemption. This Ho engaged to do whon 
no became Surety, nnd accepted tho conditions of tho 
otornnl covenant. Ho gnvo IIim*elf, surpassing aU 
objects, miitcriul and spiritual, in tho universe, and He 
eamo into the world to bring into accomplishment His 
undertaking. Set up from everlasting, " Ho rejoiced in 
tho habitablo pnrls of tho earth ; nnd His dolights were 
with tho sons of men." (Prov. viii. 31.) Tho voluntary 
character of tho Saviour's Suretyship shows tho greatness 
of His offering : nnd hence wero its merit nnd acceptance. 

• Christ hath given niineclf for us, an offering nnd a 
sacrifice to God, for n sweet smelling (favour." "Kor thoir 
sakes I sanctify myself, that they also may bo sanctified 
through tho truth." (Eph. v. 2; John xvii. 19.) "There- 
fore dotli my Father love mo, bocauso I lay down my life, 
that I might take it again. No man tnketh it from me, 
but I l»y it down of myself." (John x. 17, 18.) Ho who 
gave Himself for us is — what no typo could fully pro- 
ligurc — at onco the Trlcst, tho Victim, nnd the Altar. All 
that was needed for tho perfection of His atonement, and 
for tho eternal salvation of His pcoplo, is found in tho gift 
(if His love. The great High Priest of our profession is 
Jesus the Son of God. This Altar wo hnvo, of "which they 
have no right to cat who servo tho tabornnclo " — who cling 
to the shadow, instead of embracing tho glorious Substance. 
\\y this one sacrifice, Ho has for over put away sin. 

3. He gave Himself to sufferings and death of the terercut 
kind. The greatness of (ho gift is seen in tho depth of His 
nbnsemeut. His engagement in tho covenant was the 
stipulation that His soul should bo mado an olforing for 
sin, nnd that, in ordor to redoem men from tho curse, Ho 
should bear tho penally of tho violated law. Ho camo 
into tho world to a lifo of suffering obedionce; and during 
nil His timo on earth, as Ho was a sin-bearor, Ho carried 
tho droad punishment of human transgression. Hie suffer- 
ings both of body nnd mind wero intense, embittered, and 
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long-continued. Ilo was tried from ovory quarlor that mi 
innocent boiug could suffer— from tlio concentrated onmity 
of tho world, from tho powers of darkness, from tho wmtli 
of heaven. Tho greut Agcut in tho Saviour's sufferings 
was tho Father, as a j list, mu-uvonging Judge. "It pleased 
tho Fulhor tu bruiso II i lit : Ho hutli put Him to grief." 
Ho drew forth and commanded tho sword of avenging 
justice to awako and "smile the Sliophord" — the Man that 
was His follow. "Tho Captain of salvation" was iiiudo 
''perfect through sufferings," that Ilo "might bring many 
sous unto glory;" and this was uot only necessary, but 
becoming mid well -pleasing to God. (Hob. ii. 10.) Tho 
suffering Saviour, as He endured such agony, and gavo 
His life u ransom for many, could say of His unparalleled 
sufferings, " Heboid, uud see if thoro bo any sorrow liko 
unto my sorrow, wherewith the Lord has afflicted mu in 
tho day of His fierce ungor." (Luiii. i. 12.) How wonder- 
ful uud transcendent is the gift for our redemption that 
was provided at tho expense of a sacrilico ho costly, 
that comes to us through a (Hie lions so aggravated ami 
iuunciiho ! 

■I. All this obedienco was presented in our tt«td ; all 
these sufferings woro endured for our benefit. Ho gavo 
Himself fur us, that Ho might redeem "s from ull iniquity. 
Tho «reatiicss of the gift is enhanced not only from the 
dignity of tho Giver, bill from the consideration of tho*? on 
wlvm it is bestowed. These wero under the curse, i>oor, 
perishing, rebellious creatures. When •' wo were yol sin- 
nor*. Christ died for us." In duo time He died for tho 
ungodly. Tho original term employed' to oxpress this 
uuiuzing devotion denotes "eter," "«i*»w" us, meaning 
that Ho threw Himself ulwve and over us, and received 
I ho infliction of avenging justice that was about to fall 
upon us. He ussumed our place in law, and endured for 
us tho punishment that wo deserved, that we might be 
freed from tho wrath to come. He suffered, "the Just 
One for the unjust, that He might bring us to God." 
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(1 Pot iii 18.) What nn nstonishing gift! Whnl 
amazing love nml condescension in thi* ! Tlio groat God 
and our Saviour ninorod n» <»o Substitute of tnlleu, 
rebellious, wretched creatures. Tho Sinless look tho 
plnco of tho riiming. The Creator of tho world, clolhoil in 
our weakness and mortality, expiated tlio guilt of creatures 
condemned and loathsome. Ho voluntarily surrendered 
Himself to bo judged mid condomnod— tlio Holy Ono of 
Israol to he I rented as a sinnor mid nn ncuursod mulefiietor. 
Tie was " numbered with iho transgressors," a* Ho |MUirod 
out His soul to tho death. On our account Ho died tho 
death of deaths; in our room and stead Ho " endun-d tho 
cross, despising tho shnmo;" mid. to confer on us benefits 
innuniorablo and trnnscendontly oxcollont. Ho uiidorivont 
sufferings and endured agonies surpassing nil tho con- 
ception of intellects tho most exalted. 

S. This gift is for each individual that ix brought war to 
Him. The lovo that originated human redemption was 
special, mid contemplated its objects us individuals. Kiiith 
that embraces God's unspeakable gift nets in tho way of 
personal appropriation: " Ho loved me, and gave Himself 
toTuie." (Gal. ii. 21.) Multitudes of tho poor, the weak, 
mid tho miserable nro en Hod and justified and saved. In 
"the way of holiness," tho "wayfaring man, though n 
foi.i, siiull not err." (Isn. xxxv. 8.) Wo nro welcome, 
however mi worth)' and despised, to recoivo tho gift frcclj' 
offered. " Without money mid without prico " wo mny 
conm and onjoy tho groat blessings of tho covonunt — tho 
choicest fruits of Immnnuors land. Sonsiblo of our need 
of this precious gift, and receiving it on tho footing of tho 
gracious olFor, wo may certainly say, " I know it — it is for 
me;' 1 and, nt tho snmo lime, inviting othors to n full pur- 
tici|Hition, wo mny dcelnro — " It is for thoo, too, my brother 
or sistor ; " and whon nil shall havo pnrtakoii of tho rich 
provision, it will over romain undiminished and inox- 
linustiblo. How solemn and dovout should bo a 
thoughts if (ho great gift of n Suviour has bocoino ours 
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Actual possession ! With what lovo and affection will wo 
L> oil old 0110 another, ovon tho weakest and most unworthy, 
when wo rcgnrd thorn interested in God's oloriud lovo, nnd 
partakers of tho gift of His Son ! Saints on oarlh nro time 
esteemed " tho excellent," in whom nil tho delights of 
follow-snints nro pineal. They lovo ono another in com- 
placency, " with a pui-o honrt fervontl}*." And when in 
full chorus thoy sing " tho now song," nnd in tho im- 
mediate prcsonco of tho Lamb thoy exclaim, "Thou linst 
redeemed us to God by Thy blooil," each individual of tho 
innuinorablo multiludo will feci that tho lofty ascription 
of pnriso is tho expression of his own particular en so. 
Rojoicihg in common with nil tho ransomed that roturn 
to Zion, ihcy wnvo individually thoir palms of victory, 
and doclnro for themselves with loud voice, "Solvation to 
our God that siltoih upon tho throno, nnd to tho Liiinb." 
Thus, whether wo consider tho glorious person of tho 
Saviour; tho surrender of His whole self; the sufferings 
nnd denth which Ho willingly endured; the substitutionary 
character of His undertaking nnd work; mid the benefits 
which it oiiMures to ovory redeemed ono, liowovor lowly 
nnd unworthy, wo can never censo to regard with profound 
wonder nnd astonishment the Saviour's gift of Himself for 
lost nnd perishing sinners. 

II. The immkmate uediox and kffkct of the oift. 

Tho primary purpose of tho grnco of Christ is ompliuti- 
cnlly declared, when it it* said, " That He might reJrtm i« from 
all iniquity." This is to us tho most important effect of 
tho Saviour's grout lovo in suffering and dying, and of tho 
Futhor's covonnnt-fnvour in tho gift of His beloved Son. 
It was not merely to bring us to heaven ut death, but to 
free us from guilt, nnd clennso us from sin now. lie gavo 
Himself for tho present certain and eternal redemption of 
tboso who wore onto fallen, condemned, and perishing. 
For theso Ho paid the costly ransom. Hedoiuption 
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always involves tho idea of restoration by moone of an 

adequate ransom. This is ovor represented as tho object of 

Christ's suffering nnd death on behalf of His people— as tho 

grand purposo effected by tho shedding of Ilis precious 

blood. "Tho Son of Mnn cnino not to bo ministered unto, 

but to minister, and givo His lifo for many." (Matt. xx. 

28; Murk x. -13.) " Thou bust redoemod us to God by Thy 

blood." (Kev v. if.) Tho prico j>uicl for our vast dobt was 

given in " the coined gold of henvun" — I ho blood of Christ — 

and i'h most pure nnd precious. Tho ran houi was lifo for 

lift- — tho spotless life of tlio Luinh of God for our forfeited 

lives. Tho blood tluit '* makes utoiioinont" (Iiovit. xvii. 1 1) 

whs freely shed on our boh u If, to ransom us to Gdd, and 

ns the purclmse- price of nil our privileges. In Him "wo 

Imvo redeinptioii through His blond, even tho forgiveness 

of sins, according to the riches of His grace" 

This includes deliverance from the guilt, power, and all 
the comeqiuntc* of sin. I'or this the den ill of tho Surety 
was intended, and this is its itciuul and certain effect. Tho 
Snviuur did not die at random. Ho engaged iu covonaut 
with u lixed nnd delinito aim, and by stipulations tho most 
.solemn nnd sacred ; — through suffering unto death, the ends 
of His .Suretyship were to bo fulfilled, lie came to redeem 
His people from llio cum of tho violated law, and for this 
purpose He " wus made u curse" in their sleud. Thoir sins, 
and tin; dread penalty of bin, were imputed to Him, and Ho 
was dealt with ns a Substitute for transgressors. Tho nund- 
writing of legal ordinances thm was against tlioiu — tho 
bond and judgment that insured condemnation — Ho took 
out of the way, having nailed them to His cross— nover 
to be taken down, or again plcudod against them in 
judgment. (Col. ii. M.) Tho death of Christ, us that of 
the Kiiismuii-liedcciuor, is u sufficient and accepted 
musum. Our vast dobt has been fully paid, aud the pay- 
ment accepted; it can never be oxacted a second time 
Our guilt it* for ever caucoUod. » Thoro is now no con- 
demnation for them thai aro in Christ Jesus." N* 
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lay (i just chargo agninst tho olcct. "It is God that 
justifies; it is Christ that died." Rodomption includes, 
moreover, dolivoranco from " the power of tin" In dying, 
tho Saviour, by tin net of glorious power, rescued tho proy 
from tho mighty, nnd in His cross Ho triumphed ovor all 
onomics — His own nnd His people's — making a show of 
them openly. In npplying Mis finished work, Ho over- 
throws the tyrant sin, and disannuls its powor. TIo 
delivers from Iho dominion of dnrkness, and sets free for 
ovor from tho bundngo of corruptiun. Sin mny tempt, 
defile, nnd annoy, but it enn novor remmo its lost sway. 
" Sin film 11 not hnvo dominion over you ; for yo nro not 
under tho law, but under grace." " Whosoovcr is born 
of God, doth not commit sin; for His seed ronminoth in 
him; nnd ho cniinol win, for he is born of God." (Horn. vi. 
1*1; I John iii. ft.) From all tho comequenetx of tin, in this 
world, nt death nnd for over, Christ hns redeemed us. 
From all fawfe**ne*** nnd every transgression of tho law — 
from evils affecting tho body nnd outward estate — from 
doubts nnd fears perplexing the mind — from nil that doAlcs 
the honrt nnd conscionco — nnd from disbelief nnd dnrkness 
and drond of punishment, Christ Jesus gave Himself (hat 
Ho might deliver us. Not nlono from tho penally, but 
likewise from tho renin ins nnd being of nil iniquity, hns 
Ho dolivorod us. In tho fullest sense, TIo hns put nwny 
every sin by tho snerifico of Himself. " llo look nwny tho 
iniquity of that hind in ono day." (Zech. iii. 8.) 

Through tho power of Hi* cro** y He freet from all 
iniquity. Tho firm ground of our dolivomnco was lnid in 
tho mnsoni paid in tho death of Christ ; nnd in tho victory 
thus achieved over nil tho people's enomics, our nctuol 
freedom is through faith receiving iho atonement. Christ's 
blood shed isn «• fountain," full nnd inexhaustible, "opened 
for sin nnd unclennness." As it is ever nccessiblo, sinnora, 
tho most guilty nnd defiled, having recourso to it, wash all 



• Tlitn i* the proper rendering of tho originnl lenn. 



-470 tiik out of ciinisr in rkdbuition: 

their stains aw.iy. "Christ lovod tho church, aud gavo 
Himself for it; th.it He might sanctify mwl clonnso it with 
the washing- of water by tho word." (Eph. v. 25, 20.) 
By tho word roooived through tho powor of tho Spirit, 
and by tho virtuo of tho cross, tho domiuiou of siu is 
broken, nnd its dolilomoiit purged away. As wutor 
cleanses to the purifying of tlio flesh, so tho blood of tho 
cross, applied by (he Spirit, cloanses tho consoionco from 
dcn<l works to sorve tho living God. When Isrnol "kopt 
tho Passover, and tlio sprinkling of blood," ho that 
destroyed tho lint-bom in Egypt was without power to 
touch them So wo, abiding under tho sholtor of atoning 
blood all tho night, and protected from all oiiqmios, nro 
mmlc to rejoico in Owl's sulvution. " Tho blood shall bo 
to you for a token upon tho houses whero you nro : and 
when I see tho Mood, I will pass ovor you, and tho pluguo 
shall not bo 14)011 you lo destroy you. when I sinito tho 
hmd of Egypt." (Exod. xii. 13.) Iniquity is luwlossnoss, 
injustice, mid robbery of God, and wrong-doing to oursolvos 
and othors. From all iniquity, tho rnnsom and powor of 
Christ's cross delivered us. In tho deuth of tlio Substi- 
tute, God found a complete mnsom ; und, in consoquouco, 
Ho is^' faithful and just to forgivo us our siuB, aud to 
clennso us from all unrighteousness." (1 John i. 9.) Ijot 
faith upprehoud a crucified Saviour, and appropriate tho 
ransom paid und accepted, and wo aro " cons trained " to 
live entirely to lliin who died for us nnd rose aguin. We 
become crucified to tho world, and tho world uuto us; 
and in holiness of heart und lifo wo fulfil tho gTand pur- 
poso of His dying lovo. Christ is all and in all. la 
tho ex press ivo words of Lit f her, " Ho who has Christ, 
has all things, and Ho who bus not Christ has nothing, " 
Tho virtuo of tho cross ia universal and porpotual. It is 
plainly impossiblo to bo 111 lovo with tho oross aad with 
any sin at tho saino timo. Tho man who cherishes eiu in 
his heart, howovor soorolly, or praotiaos it in his lifo, is 
not dolivorod from all iniquity; whatovor ho thinks, bo is 
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doing all ho can lo fruetmto I ho designs of a dying 
Saviour. Our uesurod and joyful hopo in that, in duo 
time, tho power of sin will bo completely sulHluod, and its 
pollution purged away. Tho blood of Josus lias u prcsont, 
potent, purifying elliciicy. It now "clouusos from all win." 
A liltlo while and tho hint stain of moral impurity will (lis* 
appear. Mndo tmow-whilo by washing in tho Lamb's blood, 
wo idiall bo " without spot or wrinkle, or any audi thing." 
Tho brief sufferings of tho Rcdoomcr, and Hit life in 
ghry, aro fully adequate to of foot nil this. How tho 
obedionco of Christ — oitlior during His wholo life on earth 
or in tho few hours of Mis bloody agony in tho gurdon 
and on Calvary — could redcom from all iniquity, and for 
over put away ein, hns boon sometimes quest ionod. Tlio 
consideration of His character and undertaking furnishes 
a satisfactory solution to tho inquiry. Tho Suiroror was 
"God manifest in the flesh " — lionco His obedionco mid 
sulTorings wore infinitely meritorious. Tho infliction of 
wrath laid upon tho Surety, when tho chusiisomont of our 
peace was upon Him, was equal to an otcrnity of punish- 
ment. His blood shed was the prico paid for tho 
redeemed, nnd u full compensation for all spiritual and 
heavenly blessings, which were to bo thoir overlnstiug 
inheritance. Again, in tho Bufferings of the llcdoumcr, 
regard was hud to curenmtt stipulation. If an adequate 
pay mon t could lie mudo at once for nuin's offence in 
violating God's liiw, there was no neod of longthoned 
suffering by tho Surety. This tho God -man did when ho 
gave Himself n sacrifico in tho room of the guilty. "Onco 
in tho end of thu world hath Ho appeared to put away Bin 
by tho sacrilice of Himself." " For by ono olloring hath 
Ho perfected for over thorn that aro sanuliuod." (Hub. ix. 26; 
x. II.) His atoning work, from tho dignity of His person 
and the ongngomont of tho covenant, has boundless merit, 
and may thoroforo be firmly roliod upon for pardon mid 
acceptanco for all spiritual and eternal blessings. Thon 
tho Mediator's work in hcavon applies nnd perfects tho 
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purchased redemption. Wo l.nvo life in « ri.cn Saviour. 

IJy His coming in the flesh to suffer and to (lie. tho eontty 

prire of our redemption was paid ; by TTis work in heaven, 

niwl His coining in glory, our salvation in completed. Both 

nre required to perfect tho work of salvation, and " bring 

many sons to glory." Tho High Priest of our profession 

entered tho holy place— not mndo with hands— by tho 

blood of His aioning sacrifice Kver living to interccdo in 

heaven. Ho is nblo nnd ready " to stivo to tho uttermost 

nil that will como unto God by Him." (Hob. vii. 25.) 

Having by Himself purged our sins, Ho is sot down on 

tho right hand of the Majesty on high. " If, when wo 

were enemies, wo wero reconciled to God by tho donth of 

His Son. much more, being reconciled, wo shall bo wived 

by His life" (Horn. v. 10.) Tliero is thus, in tho donth of 

the Redeemer on earth, nnd in His life and porpolunl 

work in glory, full, blessed provision inado for the eternal 

redemption of all that wore given Him in the covenant of 

them Ho ennio to seek and to save. " Lot Isrnol hopo in 

tho I.ord : for with tho Lord there is mercy, and with Him 

is pton toons redemption. And He shall redeem Isrnol 

from all his iniquities." (Ps. cx.xx. 7, 8.) 

III. TlIK CIIA1IACTKK THAT IS TIIK UKSULT. 

Tho design of tho Saviour's donth " for our sins " — tho 
end and object of His redemptive work, nro shown in tho 
permanent character of the redeemed, nnd in" their work nnd 
the *pirit in which it is performed. Ho rodcomod thoin, 
that "He might purify them to Himself for a peculiar 
people," and that thoy might be every whero distinguished 
from others by being "zealous of good works." Tho first 
design concurs with tho second lesson taught by tho grace 
of God — to "livo soberly, righteously, nnd godly" in the 
world. Christ died to purify His pooplo ns well ns to 
pantun thom. Ho saves by healing thoir nature. He 
makes holy in ordor to bring to heavon. Tho gmoioue 
offcot of redemption by Christ's dootli is to make wor* and 
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mors holy. They nro purchased mid called to bo taint*, 
separated, sftnclifiod, mid pious. Brought into a stnto of 
saintship, tlioy nro renewed in the spirit of their mind. 
Thus nro thoy distinguished from tho world lying in 
wickedness. Tho reinnins of corruption nro purged nwny 
by tho blood of Christ, and by (ho indwelling Spirit. For 
their unices Christ — ono with them nnd ns thoir ITend — 
"sanctified Himself, tlmt they nlso might be sanctified 
through tho truth." (John xvii. 19.) This purification is 
by tho word of truth, by tho blood which it exhibits, nnd 
by the Spirit ns the great Agent of application. It is 
gradual, proyrexsire, and alieayt increasing. Tho God of 
penco sanetijiet whotly, in every part of ;hc moral nature, 
and preserves the soul, body, nnd spirit blameless. All 
providential dispensations concur in promoting the sancli- 
fiaition of tho redeemed. Afflictions are to them the " re- 
finer's fire" nnd "fuller's soup," by which the dross is 
taken away, nnd tho stains in their garments nro wnshed 
and blotted out. By fatherly chastisements and rebukes 
they become partakers of God's holiness. The work is at 
length perfectly accomplished. " llclined, but not with 
silver," nnd "choson in tho fiirnnce of aflliction," thoy 
emergo out of great tribulation with robes washed and 
made snow-white in tho blood of the Ijinib. 

As ransomed and sanctified, they are not their own, but 
wholly Hi*. This is tho import of the designation— " a 
peculiar people." It denotes a vnlued nnd loved possession. 
As Ismol nt Sinni, when taken into covenant, became 
Srgullah Jehovah— \\\o treasure or inheritance of Jehovah 
(Exod. xix. 5), so thoso for whom Chriat died are a " pur- 
clmsod possession." (I l'ot. ii. 0.) Ho "purifies to Him- 
self u peoplo for n possession."* Thoy nro His honour 
and glory— ns tho jewels of a prince's crown, tho royal 
treasure of His kingdom. It is not enough that they nro 
" acceptably" ns sonio suy,f or a " new possession, 
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othors-thoy aro precious and honourable to Johovuli; 
ostoemud "over und above »U other*." They are over 
near m Him. dourly loved us tho apple of Hi* oyo. and not 
an h sigiiol upon His urni. Ah a church redeemed, nailed 
out, and soparuto, the iiuiiiu. honour, und glory of Christ 
nro entrusted to thorn. Tli«y aru to Him "a praise in tho 
oiirlh"— u people of inliuritaiit*. an ovurhwtiiig IKwwohhhiu. 
They wore designed to ho exhibited us tho Lord's pro- 
perty, belonging to Him alone. Not only wore they chosen 
and "purchased to ho a peculiar jhnwmhuiii. hut t hoy uro 
actually nuulo "a ohosvu generation," a "royal priest- 
hood," a "holy nation." (I Pet. ii. i».) Called out of 
darkness into God's " muri't<llous light, they hhow forth 
tho praises of Him who hath called them," and thoy 
"shino us lights in the world." As Jehovah took Isniel, 
ami brought him forth out of tho iron furnace in Egypt, 
to he unto Him a pcoplo of inheritance (Dout. iv. 20). so 
the saints, distinguished hy holy separation from tho world 
lying in wickedness, nro made known an tho Lord's pooplo. 
(Exod. xxxiii. 16.) This is the special mark of being the 
lord's heritage — tho clear token und evidence of Ilia pre- 
sence among them. They nro culled out of tho world to bear 
God's naino, and to bo for His glory in tho carlh. To 
them uro out runted the gront concern* of Hit* glory, and 
from them nlono is tho homugo of a willing semco. and all 
die revonuo of honour which is rendered Him by tho sous 
of men. "Tho lord's portion is His pooplo, and Israel is 
tho lot of His inheritance." If wo are redooincd to be to 
God His peculiar treasure thou uro wo ever required to 
reflect His glory boforo others, and to ox hi bit tho excel- 
lency of our chumctor and privileges, that wo may bring 
honour to Him who hath called us. 

Thoy nro brought under peculiar obligation*, and are 
known by peculiar dispositions, as ransomod sinners. To be 
peculiar does not mean in tho first instanco to bo unlike 
othors in thoir man nor of living ; but separation from the 
world is certainly implied in their boiug claimed as God's 
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poopto, and in tlioir porsouul dedication to His service 
They havo givon thoir *' bodies 11 living s«cri(ico," non- 
conformed to tho world , but " transformed according to 
tho renewing of (heir minds." (Horn, xii. 2.) Uy tho 
mind of Christ, which tho Spirit infuses, I hey hecomo 
pious, hum bio. and spiritual. Growing 10 liken cm to 
Christ in nil tilings, (hoy aro upright, mock, and prayerful. 
They feel continually (he forcu of spiritual obligations. 
They eouio out nud aro separate, and arc n umbered in the 
family of God. The}* ovorcoinu tho world by Jfuiih, nnd 
are peculiar in thoughts uud words, in hubits and pursuits, 
as thoir privileges form a peculiar inheritance, excelling in 
vnluo uud bouuty. " Tho lines full unto them in plcutmnt 
pluccri, nud they havo a goodly heriUigo." Thoy havo 
thoughts mid feelings unknown to other* ; with tlioir joys 
and sorrows a slniugor does nut intermeddle. Couslniiued 
by tho lovo of Christ, they live not to themselves, bat to 
Him who died and rono again. Living as strangers uud 
pilgrims bore, and having their "conversation" — thoir 
country in hoaven, thoy suck a cily to come, whoso Builder 
and Mukor is God. 

Finally — They are redeemed from nil iniquity, that 
thoy limy bo employed in tcorks of nctv obedience, and that 
thoy amy do thorn with a zeal that is pure, dclf-deu.viug, 
and unflagging. Tho '• good works " of which thoy uro to 
be zealous uro such as God onjoitis ; tho fruits of a living 
faith, performed from a right principle, and directed to a 
good end ;— they aro thosu which bring glory to God, and 
aro bouuficiiri to men. Bought with tt price, tlmt wo tuny ho 
the servants of God, wo delight in holy obedience and 
gladly ougiigo in every service to which wo uro called. 
" An opportunity to do good " is ouibnicud us "uu ohlign- 
lion to do good." It is our highest honour to rcseuiblo 
Him who, during His whole life on earth, went about 
doing good. These got*l works are works of piety in tho 
church nnd of beuovoleiico to mon. Our duty and honour 
ore ulways to bo omployod in God's work in tho earth— to bo 
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workers together with Him, ns wo nro God's husbandry 
nnd building. Tho zonl by which the good works of the 
poculinr peoplo nro undortnkon and performed is ft Holy 
liro onkiiidled in tho lienrt hy (ho Spirit of light nnd love. 
It is nn ominont pari of the mind of Christ, concentrating 
the thoughts, elovnling and purifying tho nffcationn with 
tlio glow of " 11 livo-wml from tho nltnr," and constantly 
fllimulnling to devoted net ion. It oxercisos nn exciting 
and |wworfully inwim Haling inlluonco upon othore. 
Whether to sol f. denied hi hour or to largo-honrtod 
liberality, the zeal of truo servants of Christ " prorata 
tvry many " to do likowiso in working nnd benevolent 
giving. And even after thoy hnvo rented from earthly 
labours, tho influouce of their spirit remains. Tlioir good 
works, zealously performed, will ninko Christ's nnmo to be 
remembered in future generations, nnd enuso tho people 
evermore to prniso Him. This zcnl, enkindled nnd sus- 
tained by the Spirit, hns lor its objects tho honour of 
Christ, tho spread and power of tho truth, tho purity nnd 
prosperity of tho church, nnd the moral elevation nnd 
blessing of humim society. It is directed ngninst orrors, 
idolatry, and nil sin. It aims habitually to nlloviato human 
misery, redress tho wrongs of society, nnd, in lovo to 
man kind, to bless tho nations of tho earth. It is nn nll- 
eotit rolling, absorbing, consuming emotion. Like the 
Snviour. whoso ment nnd drink was to do the will of the 
Father, nnd to finish His work, ovory truo dovoted servant 
can say — " The zeal of thiuo house hath onton mo up." (Pe. 
lxix. ft.) " My zeal hnth consumed me, because mino 
onemies hnvo forgotten thy words." (Ps. cxix. 139.) Ae 
Uraiiirrd, tho self-denied apostolic missionary, his prevail- 
ing desiro is, " Would that I woro n flnmo of firo, 
continually burning nnd spreading itsolf, in love to my 
God nnd His service!" Tho doing of such works in 
this dovoted zealous spirit is the clear ovidonco and sur* 
result of being redeemed, purifled, and made a peculiar 
peoplo. 
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In Conclusion. 

How vast and weighty our obligutious lo embrace, tore, 

and glorify this precious Saviour. Uohold His mutch less 

porson, contain plulo His mispoakahlo lovo, soo Him giving 

Himself a Substituto for llio lost and perishing — a sucrilico 

and wholo b unit- olFo ring to rose no sinners from goiug 

down to tho pit, mid to bring thorn lo God. Angels 

continually dosiro lo look into these things. How should 

wo, tho children of men, fallen, guilty, uud polluted, who 

havo ii fur deeper interest thun ungols in tho redemption 

of Christ, behold thorn with profound wonder nud astonish- 

monl! This blessed Suviour has nil claims upon our 

conlidonco nud supremo exelusivo luvo. Wo owo Him 

overy thing, nud He should be to iw All in nil. Wo nhuuhl 

coiuo now uud receive Him us our best ltolovcd mid Friend. 

Wo should centre nil our ulFoctious upon Him; uml tho 

lifo which Ho hus re<loomc<l should bo siirreudorcd wholly 

to Mini, to serve mid honour Mini, to spend and bo spout 

outiroly to promote His glory. An incident of tho lato 

American civil war will illustrate the fervoni regard 

which wo owo lo Him who gave Himself for us, lo save us 

from dcuth. At tho i>oriod of the worst part of llio 

struggle, when tho conscription was enforced in one of 

tho Western States, I ho husband uud father of u young 

family wus placed on tho draft. A young limn in tho 

neighbourhood, pitying his family in the prospect of ihoir 

being deprived of his care, voluntarily offered to W-eoiuo 

his substitute Ho wont and was killed in battle. Sumo 

lime ul'ter o traveller found the man who was lirsl enrolled, 

ufler having travelled a long distance, silting on tho 

soldier's solitary grave, mid weeping. When inquired tho 

causo of his grief, ho replied, with deep emotion, "Oh! 

he died for mt ! " How much greater should bo oar lovo 

nud gratitude lo that precious Saviour who gavo Himself 

to die for us no common death, and who, by dying in our 

t^d, rescued us from llio pit of corruption, and procured 
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for us blowings better limn lifo — ovon blessedness full nnd 
otcrnnl ! Consider tho extent and excellency of redemption by 
tho bhwd of Christ, nnd our oini pergonal interest in it. If 
we uro rodeomed, wo «ro rescued not merely from tho 
curso nnd from holl, but nlno from tho dominion nnd 
pollution of sin. nnd from nil iniquity. Wo nro redeemed 
h God to be His, to obey Him. 10 shino in tho bounty of 
His morol likeness, nnd to enjoy His blessedness for over. 
AVo should reflect with wonder nnd ndmirnlion on tho 
worth mid worthiness of tho Hedecmor, nnd nppropriuto 
Him us ours— tho living nnd life-giving Ono. Consider 
the ninsom — precious, complete, nnd ncceptod ! It is the 
spotless lifo of the Itcdooincr given instead of lives thnt 
were guilty, defiled, nnd polluted. It is tho purchnso paid 
for our souls nnd bodies, nnd for nil tho benefits givon us 
to enjoy. All loin pom 1 good things com© to us ns freed 
from tho curso. nnd us new covonnnt gifts; nnd all spiritual 
blessings "in honvenly places in Christ" nro tho chief 
parts of the purchased possession. As "the ransomed of 
the I.ord," wo should come to Zion "with singing" for 
deliverances wrought, for mercies received, nnd for 
prospects of greater blessings yet to bo enjoyed. Ood'e 
redeemed should praise Him with bursting gratitude, 
becuuso "His mercy end u roth for ovor;" for dclivoring 
them from the enemy's hand, and for lending thorn in a 
way that is right, to bring thorn to a city of habitation. 
The chorus of our song should bo, "0 thnt men would 
praiso the Lord for His goodness, nnd for His works of 
wonder to tho sons of men." 

As a motive to holy living, wo should reflect that the 
prhimry end of Christ's death tor His pcoplo wna to 
«' purify them to Jlimself." Isrnol, ransomed from Egypt, 
had statutes and ordinances given thorn, thnt thoy might 
bo serrate from all pollution of idols, nnd consecrated to 
God. This was tho ond of tho groat work dono for them, 
and of all the privileges conforred upon thorn. " For thou 
nrt un holy people unto tho Lord thy God : tho Lord thy 
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God hath choBon thoo to l>o n special pcoplo unto Himself, 
ftbovo all pooplo that aro upon tho fneo of tho earth." 
(Dout. vii. 6.) Eodnmptioii through Christ supplfe* ft 
greatly moro powerful motivo and obligation to scok con- 
fonnity to Him who has a. II cm I ue . •< As Ho which hmh 
called you is holy, so bo yo huly in all nmnuor of convorsn- 
lion ; bccnuHo il is written, Ho yo holy ; for I nm holy." 
(1 Pot. i. 15, 16.) God's holiness is tho hnnnuny und 
lustro of nil life perfections ; it is life beauty and inui- 
scondont glory. In it Mo is exhibited n« tho nil. perfect 
Model, to which wo should cvor hi hour to bo conformed. 
Tho Divino culling is tho motivo frequently urged to p n >- 
molo this conformity. " The acts of the offspring should 
indicate likcttou to the father."* This holiness is progressive 
—tho object of forvent nspirtition nnd constant pursuit. 
It is universal and permanent. The inwunl motives— iho 
springs of action, aro to bo purilicd to Go<l. Tlie " con- 
versation," or coiirso of lifo, rellcciiiig the intorniil priuciplo, 
must likowiso bo purilicd. And this is to be shown in 
every purt of tho conduct. " Holiness in nil iuiiiiikt of 
convorsation." This is tho clear 11 nd suro ovidcuco of 
boing rodoomod — this our only inoetness for tho socio:y 
nnd happiness of heaven. Tho command speak* to us 
with supromo uuthority — " Ho yo holy; for I urn holy." 
With Me nbovo nil you huvo to do. Yo are Mine. 1 am 
essentially huly — tho Fountain of holiness ; nnd yo aro 
called to partako of My holiness, that ye may he like Mo 
in lnorul oxcolloncy, and enjoy that fol icily whose essenco 
is holiness, porfect and olonial. Wo aro holy only in as 
fur as through the heavenly calling wo are consecrated 10 
God, and umdo liko Him. With the command to be holy, 
God communicates tho power to obey. The quicken iug, 
sanctifying Spirit reveals Christ to tho heart, imusiorms 
after J lis likeness the whole nature, and comluci* to 
heaven, whore perfect purity, shining with lull and un- 

* Aumistitic. 
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clouded liiHtro, benms forth from all its blessed inhabitant* 

for cvor. 

Tho grand oridonco tliut wo huvo foil the power of the 
cross, and our meetnetsfor the hearmly inheritance, uro shown 
in living hero as u *' peculiur people," " zeulous " of ull 
" good works." " JKrrry one who hat this hope in him 
purijieth himself, as Gotl is pure." '* Tho rightoous IIo hue 
sot apurt for Mi nisei f." Tlioy nre Clod's peculiar posses- 
sion und treasure. Tlioy bolung to Him Mono. As tlioy 
recognise II in oxcIumvo claims upon themselves mid all 
they have, for Him they should over bo. Thoy uro " IHb 
workmanship, created unow unto good works, which God 
hath before ordained thut wo should walk in thorn." (Eph. 
ii. 10.) These they uro required to " muiiitiiiii at all times 
for necessary uses," to honour God and bonofit mon. Iu 
these tlioy tshoiild bo " steadfast, immoveable, always 
abuuniling." Bought with tho redemption- price, wo uro 
in no res|K?ct our own. Wo uro sorvunts of u glorious 
Mas tor, engaged to >orvo Him with our whole heurt uud 
life — with holy, uuf lugging zeal to proiuoto eontiiuiiiUy 
His glory in tho earth, bo shall wo wulk us Ho walked, 
reflecting His moral likeness; thus shall wo shuro at lust 
"tho recompense of tho rewurd." "Him that sorvoth Mo, 
will My l'uther hunour; und whore I uin, llioro shall My 
servant be." " Wherefore, my beloved brethren, bo yo 
steadfast, iinniuvciihlo, always u bounding iu tho work of 
the 1-erd, forasmuch us ye know thut your lubour ahull not 
bo in vuin iu I lie Ixml." (John xii. '2ii; 1 Cor. xv. 58.) 
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Parental Duties— (Third Edition). 

"The volmno il*olf is very noripluml nnd excellent."— PrttbyUriau 

lUrietc. . . 

"Thui ndmirublo work in characterized throughout by n apint of 
deep tiucl unnirectcd piety, careful aud successful observation of mou 
mid ninmierx, prudent nud nouud discernment of what is right. It 
U written in 11 felicitous stylo, nod recommends itself ot onoo to Uio 
fvvliug* of tho render."— Fife SrtHiild. 



YoutllfUl DeYOtedneSS— (Third Edition). 

" It i» n produalion of solid niorit nud of gouiuoooxcollcnco; com- 
prehend vc in plim, perspicuous iu iU treatment, nnd adapted to bo 
extciiMvcly useful. . . . We do not think t hut a parent concerned 
fur the rcspectubility nnd moral welfnro of hi* koiik nud daughters, 
could put into their hand* u more prolltnblo inainml. Wo hnvc won 
ii very coiifidcniblo number of volume* trcnling on the subject iu 
queMiou, but for miiuly *cnt intent, judicious rcinnrk, nnd vnhn 
wiMluin, wo give J)r. HouxtunV work n decided profereuco." — 

M'J'fmWa Mmjuzint. 

"A work much ncwlod nnd nbly executed. AVould to licuvcn 
I lnt t Ihuunand* of our youth would peruwo its pages, rcccivo it a 
U-nouh, nud apply its rule*! " — Seoltuh Guardian. 



Tho Adoption Of SOUS — (Second Edition). 

" This is a most iiulnictivo volume, without any speculations or 
prutcnocri to novelty in theology, but eminently scriptural. In 
fourteen chapters, this honoured minister of tho Reformed Prcsby- 
k-riuu brnnch of tho Church treats tho wholo subject vory practically, 
nud in that scuso very fully. His plain language from time to timo 
rwes into true eloquence, as ho unfolds tho foundations of tho 
bcliovor's hope, on tho present privileges nnd duties, and tho future 
provpects of tho sons of God."— Prabyttrian. 

"Thcro oro quiot nooks in tho gnllory of roh'gious litoraluro. 
Into ono of these, nwect and soduded, but with tho aroma of heaven 
uU around it, our author iuvitos his readers. Ho disoouncs in choice 



language, with clear and aoouralo knowledge of tho teaching of 
Scripture, on tho family of God, Iho origin and nature of Sotwhip, 
etc., oto. Tho loaehing of Dr. Hoiuton on the character nnd work 
of tho Holy Spirit U clear and miriptural. Tho book it* eminently 
calculated to edify tho believer, and to boeomo hi* choncu closol 
companion." — Olirr firamh. 



ThO Judgment Of tho Papacy— {Second Edition). 

" Thin in a book much to our tiutc. Tho nuthor look* nt tho 
world and the Church in tho light of Scripture, and accordingly he 
view* o very thing practically. Wo winh for tho work a wide 
circulation, and for the enlightened author much iwofulncAii in nil 
hill labour*.' * — Snttith Ctttgrtgnticnat Megazim. 

" No less crudtto than judioioua, thin work in roplotc with in- 
Hlruction, and well calculated to engender nnd nourioh what the 
noble Argylo ohcriithed, whou Atauding ou a martyr's ecnffoM— n 
heart-hatred of Popery." — Monitor. 



Fellowship MoetingS— {Second Edition). 

" Thin u n valiublc nnd timely publication. Tho Kiihjcct of 
which it treat* in one of constant amd undying interest to the pcoplv 
of God. Wo enructitly hopo thnt thin Httlo work mny tend to revive 
and to multiply pmyor inccting*." — Etaugtiital ChUttndom, 



A Praotical Troatiso on Baptism— {Second Edition). 

"An invaluablo work. It i* written with great clcanic** nnd 
perspicuity— characterized by a force nnd nn eloquence of ntyle which 
will not foil to intercut tho render."— Bothttag Journal. 

"Dr. Hoiuton'* l*ook in rich in lexsoiw of personal edification. 
It I* pre-eminonlly the beat of its claM with which we are 
acquainted."— Banna- tf I'Uttr. 



Momorial of Covenanting— {Second Edition). 

" Wo have great pleamro in recommending thin work to our 
render*. Both the friend* nnd tho enomic* of the Coveimul* ought 
to purchaw it. It i* greatly titled to dUann of their prejudice llu.- 
ono, and to confirm and establish tho ollier."-0n«iwf Srcmu- 
Afagaeint. 



Spiritual Consolation in Diffloult Timos— 

{Second Edition). 

"The qualification for editing the letter* of Ilonwick, mid giving 
n ifoich of Ihe life of thin distinguished wrvmit and martyr of 
Christ, Dr. Houston ]>o*te.<s«« in no common dogroe. Tho tank 
n.-uigiied liim lie could undertake con amort. In the Introduction, 
the Kditor hn<* embodied a Inrgc nmuiml of information regarding 
the times of ihe persecution in Scotland, in Fclntion to tho miffcriug* 
oudurcd, nud the sentiments, lut well n* tlie character* of tho lendiug 
wilue.s«*. . . . Tho spirit by which ltcnwick was nnimiitcd in 
hi* labours ni>|*nrs in tho Letters contained in thin volume, which 
deserves, mid we trust will obtain, a wide circulation." — Orij/inat 
SfWtieii Mayasiaf. 

" Dr. Houston hns ilouo good wrvico to Ihe cause of truth iu 
general— and to that of a Commuted Itofonnntion in pnrticulnr — 
hy the publication of thin valuable vulunie. To all who love tlie 
memory of ltcnwick, we cordially recommend tho work, an affording, 
in the Life prefixed to the Leltorn, much iutcrcat iug infonnntion in 
regard to the youthful mtiriyr; and in tho Letter* themselves, no 
small degree of spiritual support nud consolation in diflicult limes." 
— Ittformtd Ffttht/teridii lt f itnt*>. 



Lift of tho Rev. Jolin Livingstone— 

(Second Edition). 

" This in one of those rare piece* of autobiography for which the 
Church of Scotland is remarkably distinguished. It is a solid, strik- 
ing, nud edifying production— full of iucidcut, tragical and tender. 
There nre somo sixty pages of Introduction, with nn appendix, which 
occupies uenrly hnlf tho volume, but tho perusal of which will 
pmlmbly lenvo most readers with a feeling of regret that it is done." 
— Britiih liamitr. 



Tho Racos— (Second Edition). 

" In this work Dr. Houston hns treated the whole subject of 
homo •racing in a learned nud forcible manner. Ho linn shown its 
origin nud antiquity— its extent nod tho cvihj it entails— audi as 
idleness, prodigality, diuhoncsty, Sabbath-brooking, drunkenness, 
gambling, cniolty to animals, oto. Miuwtere wlio tako an intarwt in 



tlio nibjcol should avail Uipmsclrcs of this treatise, in ducountcnano* 
ing tlio evils it no ably ox pones and condemns." — ZoWoWrrry 
Standard. 



Of tlio numerous lilcmry notices which have appeared in different 
periodical* of tho Unifonn Edition, wo select the following : — 

"Tlio two first volume* nre now before us. Tlio work on 
Tadhntai, Ditties ' is full of wiso mid weighty coiiukcIn, nnd 
serious, solemn, nud nffectionnte warnings. In tlio presence of the 
crying evils of modem socioly, nud tlio muuy temptations wliicb 
crowd llie path of youth, llioro is great propriety in publishing thin 
vnlunblo treatise The 'Judohkst of the Papacy* linn nltrnya 
been considered one of tlio Doctor's bent productions. He has nilded 
a number of capital notes ut the foot and iu the appendix, whirh 
bring up the render abreast of the history of the present dny. 
Volume second embraces two treatises — I lint on ' Youthful Dk- 
YOTRWfKsV nnd tho other on ' Fkllowsiui* Mucnsae.' Both the* 1 
works nro intensely praotical and full of canicntuess. To the young 
onloring on 'u religious life, the flrst is iuvnliinblc, am it deals with 
every i>lop in their career, nnd leaves little mare to be desired in the 
way of sound advice. The treatise eauuot lie loo strongly pressed on 
tho ruing geuernliou. It will net like a faithful friend nu<l mentor 
iu ninny of tho difllonlti.es thnl muni inevitably bewt their path. The 
work on ' Fkllotsiiip Mlctinos' isn heallliftil and uxoful Mnuuid 
for all who nro called on to lend in Mich aw mblic*. Their history 
in narrated iu term* of much interest, nud will repay careful study. 
Wo can imngiuo that, during time* of religious excitement, this 
sober, wise, nud thoroughly practical production, will be »f v**«ut inl 
service. If good, but sometimes unwise people, would bv guided by 
iU counsels, there would be greatly lens of the froth which so ufien 
rises to tho surf nee, nnd greatly more of solid mid hut ing bvuelit t" 
tho Church.'*— Sort Arm Whig. 

" Tho substance of these volumes is spiritunl truth, nddiwed t» 
tho members of Christian churches, such ns we would expect an 
npostlo or prophet to announce, if ho had appeared iu our time, nnd 
were to speak to meu nud women in Die lungiitigc of everyday lift-. 
Whoever desires sound theology and wholesome gospel iu»lnicliuu. 
will find both in these volumes. The truths explained and tin 
precepts inoulcnted, seem to us well adapted to build up Clirixiiam 
in knowledge, nnd in faith, nnd iu holiness. Any innu iu search of 
what is called -Modem Thought* will liud none of thnt poor stuff 
here. Hero wo hnvo no clmff, but tho finest of the wheat : no tinsel 
ornament, but gems of Dible gold ; no fnucies nnd no vngarie* of tin- 



Inimnn imagination, bill tho grnml old truth* whioh have nourinhed 
Iho faith, nnd formed tho creed of every generation of tho Mini*. 
Dr. Houston is, in fnct, n Puritan divine, N]>cnl<iiig to us in the 
lnngiingc of tho nineteen tli cculiiry, but combining with it the 
intellect unl activity, tlio doctrinnl purity, nnd tho fertility of tho 
seventeenth. . . . Wo congmluliilo tho vcuernblo divine, ns he 
approaches Uio close of n laborious nnd useful life, thnt ho lint* been 
privileged to sec bin writings enst Into a form, which will not only 
introduce them to circle* whero they havo been hitherto unknown, 
but hnnd them down to other times. Thnt they will meet n fnvour- 
nblo reception from ovory dovoiit and intelligent mind in nil churehen, 
ho far as they nre nblo to reach, we cannot for n moment doubt. 
tCorious peoplo could not provido themselves with a better companion 
on n Sabbath afternoon. Tho works of Dr. Houston do honour to 
tho Reformed Presbyterian Church, of which ho 1ms been no long n 
minuter; mid thoy desorvo to bo classed with those of Rutherford 
and Ilaliburton, Addison nnd Boston, mon whoso wri lings have done 
so much to form tho religious sentiment of Scotland nnd of Ulster. " — 
Londondtrry Standard. 

"Treating in a stylo, at onco pure nnd simple, forciblo and 
elegant, of subjects of tho most varied nnd interesting chnmclor, nil 
hnving a very direct practical bearing upon tho interests of religion, 
in tho individual, tho family, tho Church, nnd tho world, these workri 
nre eminently deserving of n much wider circulation thnu, we regret 
to think, they aro likely to obtain in theso dnys of boasted ' progress ' 
nnd 'modem thought,' when tho words of inspiration nre being 
everywhere sadly verified, ' for the time will come when thoy will 
not endure sound doctrine.' " — Original Stamon Magat'wt. 
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OPINIONS OP THE PRESS. 



" The author in well acquainted with Uio hutory and litornluru 
uf tho taibjccl, nod hna succeeded iu hh* aim, which wn« 'to present 
n comprehensive exhibition of the doctrino of tho Lord's Supper, iu 
it appear* in its primilivo iunlitiilion ond iu Apostolic practice, nod 
us il in held forih iu tlto vymbolio book* of tho puront ICefonucd 
Chiirolieo.' Tlio quolioiis, nncicut and modern, I lint linvo arisen 
round lliiK Niommcnl, are, for tho mowt pnrt, more or lew touched 
upou, tho ' uufvnnoiited wiue' (jun>tioii, mid iiLho ' rinmllnncouti 
communion,' being referred to. Tlio author in of the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church of Ireland ; mid, however the chairing theology 
of tho presout day may receive tho work, it io full of the old vino of 
Scriptural and Piirituii teaching, mich tit* would htivo delighted 
communicants of oilier days, nud will etill bo relished by thwo whu 
prof or tho old to tho now, for tlio old in better. Ainougtit other 
matters contnincd iu tho nppoudix nro «evcrnl ' Addrewes at thi< 
Lord's Tnble,' which remind u* much of Mich n« we listened to wht-n 
wo wcro interested Hpectnlont at nueh celebrations, with thix dilTer- 
cuco, that the** are very much model* iu iei«i>ect of length. The 
volume in 11 compact trostliiie, elegantly got up, mid full of excellent 
matter."— The rrttbyttrimt Monthly. 

"Thin in hu udmirnbto dissertation upou tho Lord'n Supper, 
which discifctfcn ever}* intportnul question which hmt emerged in 
coiiucclion with tho hint or)* of tho ordinnuce through nil Christian 
uges. Vet it in distinctively n practical nud experimental Ircnluc, 
designed for edification. Tlio book consisto of two parte, tho find 
dealing with I ho nuture, eudw, mid obligation of the ordinance; the 
Nccoud with tho mode and cirounutancc* of ito ndnunutrativu. Tin 



Komau Calliolie, tlio Ritualistic, nud the Quaker viowa are iliBoiuwed 
with grent clcarnew*, but without u traco of asperity. Under the 
second head, llio author diNplnyh much indopendenoe of judgment in 
netting forth viow» upon (ho frcquonoy of communion, wmultnueoiw 
INirtnkiug, mid preparatory hcrvicw, which, to «ay thu leant, nro 
hardly yet domesticated among tlio Presbyterian CTiu relics ; yet I>r. 
Hounlou clearly shows Dial ho in merely advocating a return to Uio 
linage* «f rrcshylcriaiii i*in in iU best days. Tlio nullior liaa read 
widely on his subject, nod display* a thorough acquaintance with tho 
patrihtic and rcformntivo literature of tho question. Ho has, in our 
opinion, produced tlio best modem book upon tho dovlrino of tho 
Lord's Supper; and it ought to chnllongo tho widest acceptance 
Qvithin I he borders of Presbyiorianiwn." — Northern Whig. 

"Tho chief object of thin vohuno is slated in Uio Introduotiou to 
bo to present n clear Scriptural, though not an exhaustivo viow of 
tho Lord's Supper iu its diversified aspects, na a testimony of great 
valuo for precious Inillm, as tho means of enjoying distinguishing 
privileges, and, as in its faithful and diligent observance, designed 
in coming ngoa to promoto in a much higher degree than in tho paid 
tlio revival of truo religion, the Church's unity iu fnith nod love, and 
tho universal prosperity of the Church of Christ. Tho great question 
io treated in a learned and catholic spirit, qui to in keeping with the 
other workn which Dr. Houston has given to tho world. Tlio 
volume will bo read with profit by members of nil sections of tho 
Cliristiau Cliurcli, nlthough exception will bo taken to miiio of tho 
iirgumcuts. We, however, uro referring to tho treat iso us a whole, 
and wc htivo uo hesitation iu raying that it contains evidence of 
much patient research, ability of argument, und catholicity of 
spirit ." —JJel/aU J\V tcs letter. 



Justly /or the l*rtss t and tvtft be rublirhett to scon as a sufficient 
number of Subscriber* is obtained, 

A TREATISE ON THE INTERCESSION OF CHRIST, 

WITH AN EXPOSITION OF THE SAVIOUR'S GREAT 
PRIESTLY PRAYER IN JOHN xvii. 

PART II. -A BRIEF TREATISE ON PRAYER. 
WITII AX EXPOSITION* OF TJIK LOIUVS rilAYKIl. 



ObuBow: Primed by Airx. Malcolm, 91 Ann Street. 



